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THIRD INTERNATIONAL CONGRESS FOR 
THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS 


The International Congress for the History of Religions was 
founded in Paris in 1900 under the Presidency of the late Prof. Albert 
B^^ille# Its Second Meeting was held in Basel in 1904, under the 
Presidency of Prof. Conrad C. von Orelli. The Third Congress was 
held dt Oxford on Sept. 15—18, 1908. By the kindness of the Council 
of the University the Meetings took place in the Examination Schools. 

* Honorary President : Prof. E. B. Tvloii, Hon. D.C.L. 

President : The Right Hon. Sir A. C. Lvall, K.C.B., D.C.L. 
Chairman of the Local Committee : *Prof. Percy Gardner, Litt.D. 
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Rev. Prof. S. R, Driver, D.D. Prof. Sir John Rh'^s, D.Litt. 
]^v. (Tames Drummond, LL.D. Prof* W. Sanday, D.D. 

A. J. Evans, D.Litt. Rev. Prof. A. H. Sayce, Hon. 
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■*Prof. Percy Gardner, Litt.D. Prof. E. B. Tylor, Hon. D.C.L. 
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of the Religion of Love in India’ . . . p. 48 

Joint discussion by Mr. Mazumdar, continued next morning 
by Messrs. Kane, Pargiter, Coomaraswamy, Rhys Davids, 
and Thibaut. 
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M. H. Caheblynck (Amiens ): ‘Le Nirvana’ (not read) p. 66 

Aft. (a) Prof. PahIi Obtbamabb (Geneva) : ‘ Psychologic Beligieuse 

et Bouddhisme ’ p. 67 

Discussion by Prof, and Mrs. Rhys Davids. 

Bhikkhu Akanda Metteyya (Ceylon) : ‘ Religious Experience 
in Buddhism * (not printed). 

(6) Dr. Anahda K. Coomaraswamy (Broad Campden) : ‘ The 
Relations of Art and Religion in India ’ . . . p. 70 

Discussion by Messrs. Vincent Smith and P. Gardner. 

Mr. B. C. Mazumdab (Sambalpur) : ‘ Two Problems relating 
to the History of Indian Religions ’ . . . p. 74 

Discussion by Messrs. Coomaraswamy and Jolly. 

Even. (General Meeting.) Prof. A. A. M acdonell (Oxford): ‘Buddhist 
Religious Art ’ p. 74 

(General Meeting.) Prof. P. Gardner (Oxford) : ‘ Greek 
Influences on the Religious Art of North India ’ p. 79 

(General Meeting.) Prof.W. M. Flinders Petrie (London): 
Exhibition of Indian Figures from Memphis. 

• SEFTkMBER 18 

Morn, (o) Dr. W. A. de Silva (Colombo) : ‘ A Note on some Sermons 
of early Buddhist Missionaries’ . . . p. 86 

Prof. H. C. Norman (Benares) : ‘ The Kalki Avatara of Vispu * 
(read by Prof. Macdonell) . . . . . p. 85 

(6). l^v,, Pro(, Jae(bs Hqfe Moulton (Manchester) : ‘ Syncretism 
in Religion as illustrated in the History of Parsism p. 89 
Discussion by Messrs. Davies, Soderblom, Rhys Davids, and 
. JoUy. . 

Mr. Nasabvanji Manbckji Cooper (Ilford) : ‘ The Zoroastnan 
Code of Gentlehood ’ . • • • P* 

Discussion by Prof. Moulton. 
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SECTION VI. RELIGIONS OF THE GREEKS 

AND ROMANS 

Pruidtia, M. Saix>mon Reinach. Secretary, Mb. A. B. Coox 

Seftbmbeb 16 ^ 

Mom. Prof. J. Totttain (Paris) : ‘ L’Histoire des Religions et le 

Tot6misme * p. 121 

Discussion by Messrs. Fourridre, Granger, and Famell. 
Principal F. B. Jevoes (Durham) : ‘Defixionum Tabellae’ p. 131 
Discussion by Messrs. Odgers and Rouse. 

Aft. M. Salomon Rbikaoh (Paris) : President’s Address . p. 117 
Dr. L. R. FABNEiiii (Oxford) : * Questions concerning the 
Dionysiac Rites of Sacrifice ’ . . . . p. 139 

Discussion by Messrs. Reinach, Frazer, and Sir H. Howorth. 


Sbftembbb 16 

Mom. Prof. Lewis Camfbeix (London) : * The Religious Element in 
Plato ’ p. 140 

Miss Jane Elbee Habbisoe (Cambridge) : ‘ Bird and Pillar 
Worship in Connexion with Ouranian Divinities * (read 

by Mr. A. B. Cook) p. 154 

Discussion by Messrs. Duhn, Evans, Eisler, and Hommel. 

Aft. Mr. St. Gboboe Stock (Oxford) ; ‘ The Daemon in 

Stoicism ’ p. 164 

Discussion by Messrs. A. B. Cook, Reinach, and Eisler. 

Mr. T. R. Gloveb (Cambridge) : * Daemons in the i^viyal of 

Paganism ’ p. 166 

Discussion by Messrs. Reinach, Moulton, Miss Murra^f^, and 
Miss Eckenstein. 

Sbftembbb 17 

Mom. Ikfr. Wr Wards Fowler (Oxford) : ‘ The Latin History of the 

Word “Religio”’ p. 169 

Discussion by Prof. Toutain. 

Dr. J. Reedbl Habbis (Birmingham) : ‘ Some Points in the 
Cult of the Heavenly Twins ’ . . . , p. 176 

Discussion by Messrs. Hommel, Pinches, Frazer, Hogg, 
A. B. Cook, and Moulton. 
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Aft. Mr. F. C. CONYBBABB (Oxford) : ‘ The Baetul in Damas< 

oius ’ p. 177 

M. E. FOTTBRiiaBB (Moislains) : ‘ Le Culte du Soleil et lea 
Sacrifioes Humains chez les Grecs ’ . . p. 183 

Sbptbmbeb 18 

Mom. Mr. A. B. Cook (Cambridge) : ‘ The Cretan Axe*Calt outside 
Crete ’ 184 


• Disoussion by Messrs. Reinach, Hommel, Frazer, Evans, and 
Famell. 

Dr. Bobbbt Eislbb (Feldafing) : ‘ Orpheus and the Fish-Cult 
and Legend ’ (not printed). 

Discussion by Messrs. Reinach and A. B. Cook. 

Aft. (General Meeting.) Dr. A. J. Evans (Oxford) : ‘ New Lights 
on the Cult and Sanctuaries of Minoan Crete ’ . p. 195 
(General Meeting.) Prof. Fbanz Cxtmont (Ghind) : ‘ L’Lifluence 
Beligieuse de I’Astrologie dans le Monde Remain ’ p. 197 


SECTION VII. RELIGIONS OF THE GERMANS, 
CELTS, AND SLAVS 

President, Prof. Sir John Rhys. Secretary, Prof. Anwyl 

September 15 

Mom. Rev. Canon MacCttlloch (Isle of Skye) : * The Druids in the 

Light of Recent Theories ’ p. 226 

Mi^A. L. Lewis (Wallington) : ‘ The Religion of the Makers of 
* the Stone Circles in Britain ’ (Lantern Illustrations) p. 231 
Discussion by Sir J. Rhys, Messrs Anwyl, Eisler, and Mitchell. 

September 16 

Mom. Prof. Sir John Rhys (Oxford) : President’s Address . p. 201 
Prof. E. Anwyl (Aberystwyth) : ‘ The Value of the Mabinogion 
for the Study of Celtic Religion ’ . . . p. 234 

Disoussion by Sir J. Rhys and Sir H. Howorth. 

Alt. E. Anitchkoff (St. Petersburg) : * Old Russian Pagan Cults * 

(read by I^. Famell) P* 244 

M; E. FoURRiiiBE (Moislains) : ‘ Etude philologique sur les 
Noms propres de I’lrlande et de la Grande-Bretagne ’ p. 259 
Discussion by Sir J. Rhys and Prof. Anwyl. 
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Sbptxmbsb 17 

Horn. M. SAiiOMOV Bxinaoh (Paris) : ‘ Qoelia and Epona * p. 200 
Discussion by Messrs. Frazer and Anwyl. 

Prof. Dr. W. Golthicb. (Rostock) : * Outlines of Early Teutonic 
Religion ’ (read by Dr. Famell ; not printed). 

Discussion by Sir J. Rhys, Messrs. Famell, Shrubsole, Mar- 
shall, and Mitchell. 


SECTION VIII. THE CHRISTIAN RELIGION 

President, Pbof. Sanday. Secretary, De. BAETnuTT 

Sbftbmbee 16 

Mom. Prof. F. C. Poktee (Yale) ; ‘ The Place of the Sacred Book in 

the Christian Religion ’ p. 283 

Prof. Dr. Feibdeich Loops (Halle) : ‘ Christ’s Descent into 
Hell ’ p. 290 

Aft. (General Meeting.) Rev. Prof. Sanday (Oxford) : President’s 

Address p. 263 

M. E. Guimbt (Paris) : ‘ Les Chretiens d’Antinoe ’ . p. 301 

Prof. T. WiTTON Davies (Bangor) : ‘ The Relation between 
Judaism and Christianity ’ . . . . • P- 303 

September 16 

Morn. Rev. Prof. Feancis Greenwood Peabody (Harvard) : ‘ New 
Testament Eschatology and New Testament Ethics * p. 306 
Prof. Dr. Ernst von DobschDtz (Strassburg) : ‘ The Signifi- 
cance of Early Christian Eschatology ’ . . « . p. 312 

Joint discussion by Messrs. Burkitt, P. Gardner, Lake, 
Montefiore, Kane, and Mackintosh. 

Aft. Prof. F. C. Burkitt (Cambridge) ; ‘ The Parable of the Wicked 

Husbandmen ’ p. 321 

Discussion by Messrs. Lake and Dobschutz. 

Dr. K. Linokb (Jena) : ‘ Jesus in Jerusalem * . . . p. 328 

Discussion by Prof. Loofs. 

September 17 

Mom. The Pbinob op Tbano (Rome) : ‘ Observations on the Greaf* 
Church of Damascus ’ ..... p. 333 

Discussion by Messrs. Sanday, Burkitt, Abrahams, and 
Miss Bell. 
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Miss Gbbtrtob Lowthiaii Bbix (Northallerton) : * Monasteries 
and Monasticism in Central Asia Minor ’ (Lantern Illustra- 
tions) p. 334 

Discussion by M. Beinach. 

Prof. G. Bonbt-Mattby (Paris) : ‘ Les Confr^^ries Beligieuses 
dans I’Islamisme et les Ordres Militaires dans le Catholi- 

cisme ’ p. 339 

Aft. Prof. E. Ch. Babut (Montpellier) : ‘ L’ Authenticity des Canons 

^ de Sardique ’ p. 345 

Discussion by Prof. Loofs. 

Dr. Robbkt Eislbb (Poldafing) : ‘ The Origins of the Euchar- 
ist ’ ... .... . p. 362 

Discussion by the Rev. Prof. Sanday. 

M. H. Cambebynck (Amiens) : ‘ L’Origine du Christia- 

nisme ’ . . . . ' . . . . p. 363 


September 18 

Morn, (o) Prof. P. ALPHANDfiRY (Paris) : ‘ Remarques sur le Type 
^ Sectaire dans I’Hyrysiologie M^diy vale Latine * . p. 364 

(6*) Prof. YriO Hirk (Helsingfors) : ‘ Sacred Shrines of Catholic 

Art’ p.368 

Discussion by Messrs. Dobschutz, Bonet-Maury, and Burkitt. 
Mr. P. C. CoNYBEARE (Oxford) : ‘The Use of Sacred 

Names ’ p. 358 

Discussion by Messrs. Lake, Abrahams, Montgomery, Emmet, 
Dobsohiitz, and Miss Scatcherd. 


SECTION IX. METHOD AND SCOPE OF 
^THE HISTORY OF RELIGIONS 

President, Count Goblet d’Alviblla. Secretary , Mr. C. C. J. Webb 
4 September 15 

Morn. Prof. Jambs H. Lbuba (Philadelphia) : ‘ The Psychological 

Origin of Religion ’ p- 380 

Prof. Dr. P. Deussen (Kiel) : ‘ Materialismus, Kantianismus 

und Religion ’ P* 383 

Discussion by Messrs. Saunders and Galloway. 

Aft. Mr. I. Abrawams (Cambridge) : ‘ A Pragmatic View of Com- 

parative Religion ’ 

Discussion by the Rev. L. H. Jordan. 

Prof. J. Mark BALDWIN (Baltimore) : ‘ The Genetic Study of 
Religion ’ (read by Mr. Webb) . . • • P* 389 
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Septsmbbb 16 

Mom. (Oeneral Meeting.) Count GtOblet d’A^vieiXiA (Brosaels): 

President’s Address p. 366 

Prof. l>r. Nathae Sodebblom (Upsala) : ' The Place of the 

Christian Trinity and the Buddhist Triratna amongst Holy 
Triads ’ . . . . . . . . p. 391 

Discussion by Count d’Alviella and Mr. Webb. 

Prof. Bickabd M. Meyeb (Berlin) : * Mythologisohe Studien 

aus der Neueren Zeit ’ p. 411 

Aft. Prof. Dr. A. Titixxs (Gottingen) : ‘ Das Verhaltnis von Beligions- 
geschichte und Beligionspsychologie ’ . • P< 412 

Mr. C. C. J. Webb (Oxford) : ‘ On Some Recent Movements in 
Philosophy considered in Relation to the Philosophy of 
Religion ’ p. 416 


Septembeb 17 

Mom. Rev. Principal Alfbed E. Gabvie (London) : ‘ The Develop- 
ment of the Conception of God ’ . . . p. 424 

Discussion by the Rev. Dr. Galloway. 

Rev. Louis H. Jobdan (Toronto) : ‘ The Relation of Com- 
parative Religion to the History of Religions . p. 427 
Discussion by Count d’Alviella, Messrs. Garvie, and Saunders. 

Septembeb 18 

Mom. Prof. L. T. Hobhouse (London) : * Comparative Religion and 

Sociology * p. 433 

Discussion by Count d’Alviella, Messrs. Hodson, and Calderon. 
Mr. A. Ebeest Cbawley (Derby) : ‘ The Social Dynamics 

of Religion ’ p. 445 

Discussion by Rev. Principal Garvie. 



FIRST GENERAL MEETING 

The Congress was opened with a General Meeting on the 
morning of September 16. After Professor P. Gardner, as Chair- 
man of the Local Committee, had formally declared the Congress 
oped? the Pbo-Vice-Changbllor (the Principal of Brasenose) 
said : ‘ On behalf of the University, I desire to offer a hearty 
welcome to the Congress. I am very sorry that the Vice- 
Chancellor is not able to be present to receive you, as 1 am sure 
he would have wished to be. To those who are members of 
the University no explanation of his absence is necessary ; but 
perhaps I may say to those who do not know the University 
so well, that Dr. Warren is the hardest-worked man in the 
University, and it is quite necessary for him to take such little 
holiday as he can. That is the sole reason why he is not here to 
welcome you. 

There are some special reasons why we welcome this ClJongress 
in Oxford. This is an age of congresses and conferences ; and 
hardly a year passes now without some sort of congress, con- 
ference, or association meeting here. But 1 do not think we have 
ever had a congress so thoroughly international as this is, and 
that in itself is a reason why we should regard it with interest. 
There is, however, a reason of a more special kind. The im- 
portance of the subjects which this Congress has met to promote 
has long been recognized in Oxford. More than fifty years ago 
Jowett, in his famous book on certain Epistles of St. Paul, had 
an essay on natural religion, in which he pointed out the great 
value of the study of the religions of the world in many ways ; 
and in {particular, he said, that the scientific study of the Jewish 
and Christian religions was hardly possible, taken by themselves, 
that it must be taken in connexion with the histories of the 
other religions of the world. This is a statement which would 
be generally accepted nowsidaye, but it was a notable observation 
at the time it was made; and that Jowett kept it in his mind 
was evident, for later in his life he was engaged in writing, on 
the various religions of the world, an essay which unfortunately 
never came to completion. What Jowett foreshadowed and 
desired was carried out on a large scale by another Oxford man. 
Max Mfiller, who, in his writings on comparative religion, did 



xxxiv International Confess for the History of Religions 

much to familiarize people with the importance of the subject ; 
but still more in his editions of sacred books, which he began 
exactly sixty years ago with his edition of the Eig Veda, and 
by the publication of the great series of the sacred books of the 
East, of which he was the editor, and to which he largely con- 
tributed. I hope we in Oxford may feel a legitimate pride in 
the fact that the University Press has issued fifty sacred books 
of the East, covering the religions of India, China, Persia, and 
the Semitic religions. It was fitting that when, twenty ^ears 
ago, the Gifford lectures were founded, Max Muller was one of 
the first four lecturers appointed, one for each of the Scottish 
Universities. 

Another of those four was an Oxford man, the Hon. President 
of this Congress, Dr. Tylor, who has represented the study of 
anthropology in Oxford for the last quarter of a century ; and 
to him is due the position which anthropology now occupies in 
the studies of the University. There is one other thing to which 
I would refer ; it is a happy coincidence that the year^in which 
the Congress has mot in Oxford has also seen the foundation 
of our first lectureship in natural and comparative religion, which 
we owe to the renewed generosity of Dr. Henry Wilde. We are 
glad to have among us the first lecturer in that subject, Dr. Parnell, 
who has taken a leading part in organizing this Congress. 

I hope that you who are attending the Congress, many of you, 
perhaps, visiting Oxford for the first time, will carry away with 
you pleasant memories, not only of the papers and discussions 
and of the social intercourse which must form a large and profit- 
able part of any such gathering, but also, so far as you will have 
the opportunity of seeing it, of Oxford itself.’ 

A further welcome was given by Professor Gardner, who 
said : ‘ In very kindly terms the Principal of Brasenose College 
has welcomed the members of the Congress on behalf of the 
University. It is my pleasant duty to add a few words of welcome 
on behalf of the local Committee. 

I hope it will not be of evil omen if I begin by regretting the 
absence from our assembly of some whom we should- have 
especially wished to see. Among these are some Oxford men, 
of whom the Principal has spoken : but I wish to mention one 
more name. Our valued and regretted friend. Professor Henry 
Pelham, was at first the President of the local Committee, and 
his death has been a great loss to us, as to so many causes and 
committees in Oxford. Among continental scholars, three whom' 
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presence we were confidently expecting, M. Jean R6ville of Paris, 
Professor Dieterich, and Professor Pfleiderer, have quite lately 
passed away. M. Reville in particular, as the prime mover in 
the institution of these Congresses, we deeply lament, nor can 
we hope altogether to fill his place. Other scholars who had 
intended to join us have been kept away by illness or by domestic 
troubles. But in spite of these sad lacunae, I feel that we to-day 
welcome many of the first authorities of Europe and America 
on the history of religion ; and I know that there is prepared for 
us a rare intellectual treat in the numerous papers and addresses 
which will be brought before us. 

As regards the organization of the Congress, our Committee 
has done its best, I think, with a single eye to the scientific 
value of the Congress and the satisfaction of the members. If 
in some respects our rules may seem somewhat hard and rigid, 
members must remember that decision was necessary, and that 
a few definite rules may be of great advantage in easing the 
course of our proceedings, and may further the general good. 

May I* say a few words as to the history of these Congresses, 
and their purpose, as we understand them ? Their originator 
was, I believe, M. Jean R6ville, whom to-day we so regretfully 
miss. At the Paris Exposition of 1900, there was quite a debauch 
of congresses on all possible subjects, from the greatest to the 
least. When I was present there at the first Congress of the 
History of Religions, two other congresses were proceeding, 
a feminist congress, and one on postage stamps ; and it shows 
the inveterate smallness of the human mind that the last was 
the best attended of the three. There may, however, be some- 
thing in the opinion that a eongress with limited scope is more 
likely ^o ptove of use than one which includes a vast field ; and 
on this ground 1 think it not impossible that our smaller Congress 
may setve as useful a purpose as the larger Historical Congress 
held in August at Berlin. However that be, the Congress of 
the History of Religions held in Paris at the Exposition was 
successful, and has become the first of a series. 

The second Congress was held at Basel in 1904, and was well 
attended. The Swiss city showed the members the kindliest 
hospitality. At the concluding meeting, a wish was expressed 
that the next meeting should be held in Oxford ; and I need 
not tell you that the wish has reached fruition. The Committee 
formed to receive you in Oxford welcomes you with friendliest 
regard. 

c 2 



xxxvi InternationcU Congress for the History of Religions 

If there is one thing in our daya which tends to the bringing 
together of people of different nationalities, it is the spread of 
science. I am, of course, using the word science in its broader 
and more proper sense, as including the studies concerned with* 
history and with man, as well as those concerned with nature. 
Science is rapidly becoming more international. Here there may 
be rivalry between nations, but there is no hostility ; and there 
is no readier bond between men of different nations than the 
pursuit of similar studies. Sallust long ago said that the* best 
foundation for friendship was to desire and to dislike the same 
things. We may add, that to study the same things in the 
same scientific spirit is an admirable basis for fellow-feeling. 

As regards the particular subject of this Congress, I do not 
know the views of all my colleagues on the Committee. But 
I am sure that I express the opinions of others besides myself 
when I put matters thus : — Of all the subjects which can exercise 
the human mind, religion is the most important. And if this 
be the case, considering that in all religions there is a great 
historic element, the study of the history of religion outweighs 
in interest all other branches of history. The modern view of 
history is that it is not like a kaleidoscope of variously coloured 
elements, mingled without law and shifting without method, but 
it is an evolution. Every fact stands in close relation to other 
facts, both contemporary and preceding. All religions, however 
much they may differ in value, have certain features in common, 
and owe their power over mankind to the relations which they 
bear to some sides and faculties of the human spirit. We each 
have a country of our own, but we cannot understand its history 
apart from that of other countries. Most of us have a religion 
which we treasure ; but we cannot fully understand it. unless 
we have investigated other religions which in one point or another 
bear analogies to it. And it is the natural and logicak sequel 
of the primary ideas of this Congress that the Committee have 
found it desirable to bring the sections together by instituting 
a new section of methodology, to deal more expressly with what 
is common to all religions, as the other sections deal with that 
which various religions have of their own. In so doing I think 
we have added a needed coping-stone to the construction, which 
now stands complete. The Committee invites all members of 
the Congress to enter it, to deposit what they have to give, 
and in return to select what each may find most suited to his 
tastes and his needs.’ 



First General Meeting xxacvii 

Ihr. Cabpsntxib then read the list of representatives delegated to 
attend the Congress : — 

Qovemmenta : 

• France : M. Guimet, Paris. 

Belgium : M. Jean Capart, Brussels. 

Sweden : Profs. Karl Ferdinand Johansson and Nathan Soderblom, 
Upsala. 

U.S.A. : Profs. Paul Haupt, Baltimore, and Morris Jastrow, Jun., 
Philadelphia. 

China : Messrs. Ivan Chen and Lui Ti Tao. 

Japan : Prof. M. Anesaki, Tokyo. 

Universities : 

Cambridge : Prof. J. G. Frazer. 

Durham : Principal Dr. Jevons. 

London : Lord Avebury. 

Manchester : Profs. T. W. Rhys Davids and Hope W. Hogg. 
Oxford : Rev. Prof. W. Sanday. 

Sheffield : Vice-Chancellor Sir Charles Eliot. 

Edinburgh : Rev. Prof. Paterson and Rev. Prof. A. R. S. Kennedy. 
Glasgow : Rev. Prof. H. M. Beckwith Reid. 

Wales Prof. T. Witton Davies. 

Basel : Profs. C. von Orelli and Dr. A. Bertholet. 

Geneva : Prof. Paul Oltramare. 

Gottingen : Prof. A. Titius. 

Helsin^ors : Prof. Yrjo Him. 

Lyons : Profs. Loret and ViroUeaud. 

Montpellier : Prof. E. Babut. 

Strassburg : Prof. E. von Dobschutz. 

Upsala : Prof. N. Soderblom. 

Columbia, New York : Dr. Richard Gottheil and Prof. A. V. Williams 
Jackson. 

Yale : Profs. P. C. Porter and Ambrose W. Vernon. 

Cape of Good Hope : Mr. Thomas Lovoday. 

Calcutta : Prof. G. Thibaut. 

Madras : •Dr. D. Duncan. 

Sydney: Mr. H. E. Barff. 

Tokyo, Japan : Prof. M. Anesaki. 

Acad&nfea : 

British Academy : Profs. P. C. Burkitt and T. W. Rhys Davids. 
Ecole des Hautes-Etudes : Profs. Alphandery and Toutain. 
Academic Royale, Brussels : Count Goblet d’Alviella and Prof. 
Franz Cumont. 

Royal Bavarian Academy : Prof. Julius Jolly, Wurzburg. 

Syllogos of Constantinople : Dr. J. Gennadius. 

American Academy : Prof. G. P. Moore. 

Academy of Etschmiadzin : Dr. Erwand Ter-Minassiantz. 

Syrian Allege of !l^irut : Rev. Prof. Harvey Porter. 

Museum : 

Mus^e Guimet, Paris : Prof. Alexandre Moret. 
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On behalf of the Representatives of Foreign Governments, 
M. Guimet replied : 

‘ MbSDAMBS, MESSIEtTBS — 

Vous venez d’entendre la brillante liste des d^legu^s envoy^er 
au Congrds par les Gouvernements Strangers, et vous devez vous 
demander, pourquoi ce n’est pas un de ces savants qui a 6t6 
charge de parler ce matin. Je crois que c’est justement leur 
valeur qui a caus6 1’embarras, il 4tait difficile de cr4er une pr4s6ance 
entre les nations ; il 6tait dangerfeux de faire naitre des jaldusies 
entre les savants, et I’on a eu recours h> un amateur, un dilettante 
en sciences, 6. un, comment dirai-je ? . . . un docteur es-ignorance, 
qui n’a pas d’autres merites que de vouloir s’instruire, d’aimer 
la science et de vouloir surtout instruire les autres. 

C’est une belle science que vous cultivez. Messieurs ; elle est 
noble, elle est digne, elle est elev6e et elle est aussi utilitaire. 

Votre President vient de vous le dire : “ les fondateurs de 
religions ont produit un effet immediat sur leurs contemporains. ” 
Ils ont pense que la morale 6tait Part de rendre les gens heureux, 
et ils se sont pr6occup6s d’ameliorer les moeurs et d’organiser 
la prosp^rite ! 

Lao-Tzen a voulu que le peuplo trouvat les solutions. Il disait 
“le bonheur est dans la perfection” et I’homme en se faisant 
parfait, grace a I’exemple et aux conseils, rend parfaits ceux qui 
I’entourent ; il les rend heureux. 

Confucius 6tait un organisateur, un professeur de gouvemement. 
“Aime le procliain comme ton fils,” disait-iJ. Il organisa la 
famiUe, voulut que le respect fut une vertu. Il a donn6 it la 
Chine des siecles et des siecles de paix sociale et de richesse. 

Sakia-Mouni prechait la charity, I’amour de Thum^nit^ et de 
toutes les creatures. Il ^tait plein de mansuetude, et .par sa 
douceur il a brise les castes. 

J6sus a lib^re les esclaves, il nous a dit de nous aimei^’les uns 
les autres ; il s’est adress6 aux humbles pour les exalter ; il 
a r^volutionne le monde. 

A cdt4 des dogmes, au-dessous des transcendances mais plus 
prds de nous, il y a le desir d’etre utile et de faire le bien. Par 
consequent. Messieurs, en etudiant le passe, vous preparez I’avenir. 

C’est une heureuse pensec qu’a eu votre comite permanent 
de choisir Oxford pour y tenir nos assises scientifiques. Dans 
cette universite Ton s’est de tout temps occupe des etudes 
religieuses. Il serait trop long de vous donner la liste des savants 
qui ont illustre ces recherches. C’est ici qu’on a publie The 
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Sacred Books of the East, c’est ici qu’a travailI6 Max Muller 
avec Renan ; ils ont les vulgarisateurs de la science des 
religions ; ils ont attir^ les foules par un verbe impeccable, une 
litt6rature 416gante, c’6taient des savants et des artistes. 

Au nom des d414gu6s envoyes ici par les Gouvernements 
Strangers je salue la ville d’Oxford, je salue TUniversit^ d’Oxford, 
je salue les membres du Congr^s, et je salue enfin les aimables 
organisateurs qui nous resolvent avec tant de cordiality.’ 

Professor von Orelli also replied on behalf of the Representa- 
tives of Universities and Academies ; 

‘ The Universities and Academies which sent delegates to thi.s 
Congress, wished to show what importance they attribute to the 
development of the History of Religion. This science, which 
was said to be a child yesterday, has grown a giant to-day and 
is increasing continually. Our systems and theories are over- 
thrown every day by new researches and discoveries ; our ideas 
prove to be too narrow ; in our learned books and schools there 
are always some “ idola tribus ” and “ idola specus ”, as Francis 
Bacon called them, of which we have to get rid. We have to 
learn from one another. 

Thus it opened a joyful prospect when at the last Congress 
the British delegates showed some willingness to continue the 
series of these assemblies in their country ; and we were all 
delighted when we received your kind invitation to come to 
Oxford this year. I do not speak now about the wonderful 
charms of your city nor of the attractive power of British hos- 
pitahty. What I wish to say is this : It seems to me that your 
nation was predestined long ago to take a leading part in this 
kind of. sttfdies — by the treasures of monuments and manuscripts 
which are in your possession, by your colonial relations and your 
great niissionary work throughout the whole world, by the learning 
and sagacity of your scholars, and — last, but not least — by the 
wideness of the British mind and the power of its religious belief. 

Certainly these interests are by no means new for you. When 
I came to Oxford for the first time as a young man many years 
ago, the late Max Muller talked to me in his study about these 
matters. He was a good Oxford man, but at the same time 
an international master and, I venture to say, one of the fathers 
of the comparative study of religion. The only thing I regret 
to-day is not to see in this assembly the happy face of Max 
Muller, who would have enjoyed this Congress more than any one. 
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But I shall not take up your precious time by personal re^m- 
scenoes. I have to deliver to this assembly special greetiii^s 
from Basel, where the Congress met four years ago. In Switzer- 
land, at our national feasts, we have a custom that the Federal 
banner is brought by the former committee from the place where 
the last feast was celebrated. Now we have no banner of silk 
to bring you. But we have a spiritual one, which has grown 
dear to us, as we passed, beneath its shadow, many hours both 
instructive and precious. .This banner bears the inscription 
“ International research into the history of religion ” on one side, 
and on the other “ Personal intercourse of lovers of religious 
inquiry 

We are happy to plant this banner to-day on this noble plat- 
form, this venerable stronghold of British learning. We con- 
fidently hope that this Oxford Congress will give a fresh impetus 
to our scientific work, and will encourage us all together ho pay 
more attention to the sacred ties which unite humanity, and to 
study, with a new zeal the innumerable reflections of that light, 
which ever descends from heaven into this world of ours.^ 

The Honorary President, Professor E. B. Tyloe, .then intro- 
duced the President, the Right Hon. Sir A. C. Lyaul. yi: who 
delivered his Presidential Address. ■ • , 

At a General Meeting held the same afternoon, the President 
read a telegram from The Chancelloe of the Univeesity : 

To SiE Alfeed Lyall, Congress of Religions, Oxfoed 

May I, as Chancellor of the University of Oxford, join in the 
welcome being given to the many distinguished persons;, assembled 
in your important Congress. I greatly regret that being donfined 
to bed by an accident I am unable to take any practical part 
in reception. Wish you successful gathering. 

CURZON OF KeDLESTON. 

It was resolved to send the following reply : 

To Lord Curzon of Kedleston, Basingstoke 

I have read your kindly message before a General Meeting of 
the Congress. The members very highly appreciate the Chan- 
cellor’s action in associating himself with welcome given to them 
by the University, and greatly regret the accident which has 
deprived them of the honour of your presence. 


Lyall. 



PRESIDENT’S .ADDRESS 

Bv THE Right Hon. Sir A. C. LYALL 

It was only after much serious hesitation that I deferred to the 
wish of your Committee to confer upon me the honour of presiding 
over this Congress; for my doubts whether I am competent to 
undertake the duties of the office, are real and unfeigned. And, 
in considering the subject of my opening Address, I have been 
confronted by this difficulty — that in the Sections which regu- 
late the* order of our proceedings, we have a list of papers 
ranging over all the principal religions, ancient and modern, 
that have existed and still exist in the world. They are to he 
treated and discussed by experts whose scholarship, particular studies, 
and close research entitle them all to address you authoritatively. 
I havC^no^uch special qualiHcations ; and in any case it would be 
most presumptuous in me to trespass upon their ground. All that 
I can venture to do, therefore, in the remarks which I propose 
to address to you to-day, is to attempt a brief general survey of 
^the history of religions from a standpoint which may possibly not 
/all within the scope of these separate papers. 

. The fou? great religions now prevailing in the world, which are 
historical in the sense that they have been long known to history, I 
take todbe — Christianity, Islam, Buddhism, and Hinduism. Having 
r^ard to their origin and derivation, to their history and 
character, I may be permitted, for my present purpose, to class the 
two former as the Religions of the West, and the two latter as the 
Religions of the East. These are the faiths which still maintain a 
mighty influence over the minds of mankind. And my object is to 
compare the political relations, the attitude, maintained toward them, 
from time to time, by the States and rulers of the people over which 
these rriigions have established their spiritual dominion. 

■ There has evidently been a fore-time, though it is prehistorical, 
'when, so far as we know, mankind was universally polythristic. 
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when innumerable rites and worships prevailed without restraint, 
springing up and contending with each other like the trees in 
a primeval forest, reflecting a primitive and precarious condition of 
human society. I take polytheism to have been, in this earliest 
stage, the wild growth of superstitious imagination, varied indefinitely 
by the pressure of circumstance, by accident, by popular caprice, or 
by the good or evil fortunes of the community. In this stage it can 
now be seen among barbarous tribes — as, for instance, in CJentral 
Africa, And some traces of it still survive, under different pretexts 
and disguises, in the lowest strata of civilized nations, where it 
may be said to represent the natural reluctance of the vagrant 
human fancy to be satisfied with higher forms and purer conceptions 
that arc always imperfectly assimilated by the multitude. 

Among primitive societies the spheres of human and divine affairs 
were intermixed and identical ; they could not be disentangled. 
But with the growth of political institutions came gradual separation, 
or at any rate the subordination of religion to the practical necessities 
of orderly government and public morals. That polytheism can 
exist and flourish in the midst of a highly intellectual and civilized 
society, we know from the history of Greece and Rome. But in 
ancient Greece its direct influence upon political affairs seems to have 
been slight ; though it touched at some points upon morality. The 
function of the State, according to Greek ideas, was to legislate for 
all the departments of human life and to uphold the moral standard. 
The law prohibited sacrilege and profanity ; it punished open impiety 
that might bring down divine wrath upon the people at large. 
The philosophers taught rational ethics ; they regtuded the popular 
superstitions with indulgent contempt ; but they inculcated the duty 
of honouring the gods, and the observance of public ceremonial. 
Beyond these limits the practice of local and customary worship was, 
I think, free and unrestrained ; though I need hardly add that 
toleration, as understood by the States of antiquity, was* a very 
different thing from the modem principle of religious neutrality. 
Under the Roman government the connexion between the State and 
religion was much closer, as the dominion of Rome expanded and 
its power became centralized. The Roman State maintained a strict 
control and superintendence over the official rituals and worships, 
which were regulated as a department of the administration, to 
bind the people together by established rites and worships, in order 
to cement political and social unity. It is true that the usages 
of the tribes and principalities that were conquered and anneTod 
were left undisturbed ; for the Roman policy, like that of the 
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English in India, was to avoid giving offence to religion ; and 
undoubtedly this policy, in both instances, materially facilitated the 
rapid building up of a wide dominion. Nevertheless, there was 
a tendency to draw in the worship toward a common centre. The 
deities of the conquered provinces were respected and conciliated; 
the Roman generals even appealed to them for protection and 
favour, yet they became absorbed and assimilated under Roman 
names ; they were often identified with the gods of the Roman 
panth^n, and frequently superseded by the victorious divinities of 
the new rulers — the strange deities, in fact, were Romanised as well 
as the foreign tribes and cities. After this manner the Roman 
empire, that greatest monument of human power, as Dean Church 
has called it, combined the tolerance of great religious diversity with 
the supremacy of a centralized government. Political amalgamation 
brought about a fusion of divine attributes ; and latterly the emperor 
was adored as the symbol of manifest power, ruler and pontiff; he 
was the visible image of supreme authority. 

This r^irae was easily accepted by the simple unsophisticated 
paganism of Europe. The Romans, with all their statecraft, had as 
yet no experience of a high religious temperature, of enthusiastic 
devotion and divine mysteries. But as their conquest and com- 
merce spread eastward, the invasion of Asia let in upon Europe 
a flood of Oriental divinities, and thus Rome came into contact with 
much stronger and deeper spiritual forces. The European polytheism 
might be utilized and administered, the Asiatic deities could not be 
domesticated and subjected to regulation; the Oriental orgies and 
strange rites broke in upon the organized State worship ; the new 
ideas and practices came backed by a profound and fervid spiritualism. 
Neverthelesi^ the Roman policy of bringing religion under authorita- 
tive control was more or less successful in the Asiatic provinces of 
the empire ; the privileges of the temples were restricted ; the priest- 
hoods wfre placed under the general superintendence of the pro- 
consular officials ; and Roman divinities gradually found their way 
into the Asiatic pantheon. 

But we all know that the religion of the Roman empire was falling 
into multitudinous confusion when Christianity arose — an austere ex- 
clusive fiedth, with its army of saints, ascetics, and unflinching martyrs, 
proclaiming worship to be due to one God only, and sternly refusing 
to acknowledge the divinity of the emperor. Against such a faith 
an incoherent disorderly polytheism could make no better stand than 
tribal levies against a disciplined army. The new religion struck 
directly at the sacrifices that symbolized imperial unity ; the passive 
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resistance of Christians was necessarily treated as rebellion, the State 
made implacable war upon them. Yet the spiritual and moral forces 
won the victory, and Christianity established itself throughout the 
empire. Universal religion, following upon universal civil dominion, 
completed the levelling of local and national distinctions. The 
Churches rapidly grew into authority superior to the State within 
their own jurisi'ction ; they called in the temporal government to 
enforce theological rulings and to put down heresies ; they founded 
a powerful hierarchy. The earlier Roman constitution had* made 
religion an instrument of administration. When one religion became 
tmiversal, the Churches enlisted the civil ruler into the service of 
orthodoxy ; they converted the State into an instrument for enforcing 
religion. The pagan empire had issued edicts against Christianity 
and had suppressed Christian assemblies as tainted with disaffection ; 
the Christian emperors enacted laws against the rites and worships of 
paganism, and closed temples. It was by the supreme authority of 
Constantine that, for the first time in the religious history of the 
world, uniformity of belief was defined by a creed, and sanctioned by 
the ruler’s assent. 

Then came, in Western Europe, the time when the empire at Rome 
was rent asimder by the inrush of barbarians ; but upon its ruins was 
erected the great Catholic Church of the Papacy, which preserved in 
the ecclesiastical domain the autocratic imperial tradition. The 
primacy of the Roman Church, according to Hamack, is essentially 
the transference to her of Rome’s central position in the religions of 
the heathen world ; the Church united the western races, disunited 
politically, under the common denomination of Christianity. Yet 
Christianity Imd not long established itself throughout all the lands, 
in Europe and Asia, which had once been under the Roman sovereignty, 
when the violent irruptions of Islam upset not only the temporal but 
also the spiritual dominion throughout Western Asia, and along the 
southern shores of the Mediterranean. The empire at Constanti- 
nople had been weakened by bitter theological dissensions cmd 
heresies among the Christians ; the votaries of the new, simple, 
unswerving faith of Mohammed were ardent and unanimous. In 
Egypt and Syria they were speedily victorious; the Latin Church 
and even thb Latin language were swept out of North Africa. In 
Persia the Sassanian dynasty was overthrown, and alfhough there 
was no immediate and total conversion of the people, Mohammedanism 
superseded the ancient Zoroastrian cultus as the religion of the 
Persian State. It was not long before the armies of Islam had 
triumphed from the Atlantic coast to the Jaxartes river in Central 
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Asia; and conversion followed, speedily or slowly, as the direct 
result of conquest. Moreover, the Mohammedans invaded Europe, 
in the south-west they subdued almost all Spain ; and in the south- 
east they destroyed, some centuries later, the Greek empire, though 
not the Greek Church, and consolidated a mighty rulership at Con- 
stantinople. 

With this prolonged conflict between Islam and Christianity along 
the borderlands of Eiurope and Asia began the era of those religious 
wars lhat have darkened the history of the western nations, and 
have perpetuated the inveterate antipathy between Asiatic and 
European races, which the spread of Christianity into both conti- 
nents had softened and might have healed. In the end Christianity 
has fixed itself permanently in Europe, while Islam is strongly 
established throughout half Asia. But the sharp collision between 
the two faiths, the clash of armies bearing the cross and the crescent, 
generated fierce fanaticism on both sides. The Crusades kindled a 
fiery militant and missionary spirit previously unknown to religions, 
whereby religious propagation became the mainspring and declared 
object of conquest and colonization. Finally, in the sixteenth and 
seventeenth centuries the great secession from the Roman Church 
divided the nations of Western Europe into hostile camps, and 
throughout the long wars of that period political jealousies and 
ambitions were inflamed by religious animosities. 

The history of Europe and Western Asia records, therefore, a close 
connexion and community of interests between the States and the 
orthodox faiths; a combination which has had a very potent iu- 
fluence, during many centuries, upon the course of civil affairs, upon 
the fortunes, or misfortunes, of nations. Up to the sixteenth century 
it was universally held, by Christianity and by Islam, that the State 
was bound to enforce orthodoxy ; conversion and the suppression or 
expulsion of heretics were public duties. Unity of creed was thought 
necessa^ for national unity — a government could not undertake to 
maintain authority, or preserve the allegiance of its subjects, in a realm 
divided and distracted by sectarian controversies. On these prin- 
ciples Christianity and Islam were consolidated, in union with the 
States or in close alliance with them ; and since the great religious 
warn of thq sixteenth and seventeenth centuries the geographical 
boundaries of these two Faiths, and of their internal divisions re- 
spectively, have not materially changed. 

Let 'me now turn to the history of religion in those countries of 
fiurther Asia, which were never reached by Greek or Roman donquest 
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or civilization, where the ancient forms of worship and conceptions of 
divinity, which existed before Christianity and Islam, still flourish. 
And here I shall only deal with the relations of the State to religion 
in India and China and their dependencies, because these vast and 
populous empires contain the two great religions, Hinduism and 
Buddhism, of purely Asiatic origin and character, which have 
assimilated to a large extent, and in a certain degree elevated, the 
indigenous polytheism, and which still exercise a mighty influence 
over the spiritual and moral condition of many millions. 

We know what a tremendous power religion has been in the wars 
and politics of the West. I submit that in ESastem Asia, beyond 
the pale of Islam, the history of religion has been very different. 
Religious wars — I mean wars caused by the conflict of militant 
faiths contending for superiority, were, I believe, unknown on any 
great scale to the ancient civilizations everywhere. I think they 
were unknown in Eastern Asia, until Islam invaded India. It seems 
to me that the great religious movements and changes in that region 
have seldom or never been the consequence of, have .not been 
materially affected by, wars, conquests, or political revolutions. 

Throughout Europe and Mohammedan Asia the indigenous deities 
and their temples have disappeared centuries ago ; they have been 
swept away by the forces of Church and State combined to extermi- 
nate them ; they have all yielded to the lofty overruling ideal of 
monotheism. But the tide of Mohammedanism reached its limit in 
India ; the people, though conquered, were but partly converted, and 
eastward of India there have been no important Mohammedan ruler- 
ships. On this side of Asia, therefore, two great religions, Buddhism 
and Brahmanism, have held their ground from times far anterior to 
Christianity ; they have retained the elastic comprehensive character 
of polytheism, purified and elevated by higher conceptions, developed 
by the persistent competition of diverse ideas and forms among the 
people, unrestrained by attempts of superior organized ^ths to 
obliterate the lower and weaker .species. In that r^on political 
despotism has prevailed immemorially ; religious despotism, in the 
sense of the legal establishment of one faith or worship to the 
exclusion of all others, of uniformity imposed by coercion, proselytism 
by persecution, is unknown to histoiy : the govemmenj^ have been 
absolute and personal; the religions have been popular and demo- 
cratic. They have never been identified so closely with the ruling 
power as to share its fortunes, or to be used for the consolidation 
of successful conquest. Nor, on the other hand, has a ruler ever 
found it necessaiy, for the security of his throne, to conform to the 
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rel^on of his subjects, and to abjure all others. The political maxim , 
that the sovereign and his subjects should be of one and the same 
religion, has never prevailed in this part of the world. And although 
ih India, the land of their common origin, Buddhism widely displaced 
emd overlaid Brahmanism, while it was in its turn, after several 
centuries, overcome and ejected by a Brahmanic revival, yet I believe 
that history records no violent contests or collisions between them ; 
nor do we know that the armed force of the State played any decisive 
part ift these spiritual revolutions. 

I do not maintain tliat Buddhism has owed nothing to State 
influence. It represents certain doctrines of the ancient Indian 
theosophy, incarnate, as one might say, in the figure of a spiritual 
Master, who was the type and example of ascetic quietism ; it 
embodies the idea of salvation, or emancipation, attainable by man's 
own efforts, without aid from priests or divinities. Buddhism is the 
earliest, by many centuries, of the Faiths that claim descent from a 
personal founder, the Indian prince, Sakya Gotama. It emerges into 
authentic history with the empire of Asoka, who ruled over the greater 
part of India some 250 years before Christ, and its propagation over 
his realm and the countries adjacent is undoubtedly due to the influ- 
ence, example, and authority of that devout monarch. According to 
Mr. Vincent Smith, from whose valuable work on the Early History 
of India I take the description of Asoka's religious policy, the king, 
renouncing after one necessary war all further military conquest, made 
it the business of his life to employ his autocratic power in directing 
the preaching and teaching of the Law of Piety, which he had learnt 
from his Buddhist priesthood. All his high oiflccrs were commanded 
to instruct the people in the way of salvation ; he sent missions to 
foreign countries; he issued edicts promulgating ethical doctrines, 
and the* rules of a devout life ; he made pilgrimages to the sacred 
places ; and Anally he assumed the yellow robe of a Buddhist monk. 
Asoka ^evated, so Mr. Smith has said, a sect of Hinduism to the 
rank of a world-religion. Nevertheless, I think it may be affirmed 
that the emperor consistently refrained from the forcible conversion 
of his subjects, and indeed the use of c'ompulsion would have appar- 
ently been a breach of his own edicts, which insist on the principle of 
toleration, and declare the propagation of the Law of Piety to be his 
sole object. Asoka made no attempt to persecute Brahmanism, and 
it seems clear that the extraordinary success of Buddhism in India 
cannot be attributed to war or to conquest. To imperial influence 
and example much must be ascribed, yet I think Buddhism owed much 
more to its spiritual potency, to its superior faculty of transmuting 
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and aaaimilating, instesui of aboliahing, ttw elementary instincts and 
wor^ips, endowing them with a higher 8igniiicahce» attracting and 
stimulating devotion by impressive rites and ceremonies^ impressing 
upon the people the dogma of the soul's transmigration and its escape 
fix>m the miseries of sentient existence by the operation of merits. 

‘ And of all religions it is the least political, for the practice of asoeti* 
cism and quietism, of monastic seclusion from the working wwld, is 
necessarily adverse to any active connexion with mundane affairs. ’ 

. I do not know that the mysterious disappearance of Buddhism 
from India can be accounted for by any great political revolutions- 
like that which brought Islam into India. It seems to have vanished 
before the Mohammedans had gained any footing in the country. 
Meanwhile Buddhism is said to have penetrated into the Chinese 
^empire by the first century of the Christian era. Before that time 
the doctrines of Confucius and Laotze were the dominant philosO> 
phies ; rather moral than religious, though ancestral worship and 
the propitiation of spifitts were not disallowed, and were to a 
certain extent enjoined. Laotze, the apostle of Taoism, appears to 
have preached a kind of Stoicism — the observance of the order of 
Nature in searching for the right way of salvation, the abhorrence 
of vicious sensuality, and the cultivation of humility, self-sacrifice, 
and simplicity of life. He condemned altogetheV the use of force in 
the sphere of religion or morality ; though he admitted that it might 
be necessary for the purposes of civil government. The system of 
Confucius inculcated justice, benevolence, self-control, obedience and 
loyalty to the sovereign — all the civic virtues ; it was a moral code 
without a metaphysical background ; the popular worships were 
tolerated, reverence for ancestors conduced to edification; the gods 
were to be honoured, though it was well to keep aloof from them, 
he disliked religious fervour, and of things beyond experience he had 
nothing to say. i 

Buddhism, with its contempt for temporal affairs, treati^ life as 
a mere burden, and the soul's liberation from existence as the end and 
object of meditative devotion, must have imported a new and distud^ 
ing element into the utilitarian philosophies of ancient China. For 
many centuries Buddhism, Ttioisin, and Confiicianism are said to 
have contended for the patronage and recognition of the Chinese 
emperors. Buddhism was alternately persecuted and protected, 
expelled and restbred by imperial decree. Priesthoods and monastic 
orders are institutions of which governments are naturally jealous ; 
the monasteries were destroyed or rebuilt, sacerdotal ordears and 
celibacy suppressed or encouraged by imperial decrees, amirding 
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to views and prepossessions of suecessive dynasties or emj^ors. 
Nevertheless) the.genonl policy of Chinew. rulers and ministers 
seems not to have varied' essentially Their administrative principle 
that religion must be prevented from interfering with elffairs of 
State, that abuses and superstitious extravagances are not so much 
offences against orthodoxy as . matters for the police, .and as such 
must be put down by the secular arm. 

Upon this policy successive dynasties appear to have acted con^ 
tinuotisly up to the present day in China, where the relations of iif 
State to religion are, I think, without parallel elsewhere in the 
modem world. One may find some resemblance to the attitude of 
the Boman emperors towards rites and worships among the popula- 
tion in the Chinese emperor’s reverent observance and regulation* 
of the rites and ceremonies performed by him as the religious chief* 
and representative before Heaven of the great national interests. 
The deification of deceased emperors is a solemn rite ordained by 
.proclamation. As the ItM sacrum^ the bddy of rights and duties 
in the matter of religion, was regardetl in Rome as a department 
of the Ivs jmblicutn, belonging to the fundamental constitution of 
the State, so in China the ritual code is incorporated into the 
statute books, and promulgated with imperial sanction. Now we 
know that in Rome the established ritual was legally prescribed, 
though otherwise strange deities and their worships were admitted 
indiscriminately. But the Chinese government goes much further. 
It appears to regard all novel superstitions, and especially foreign 
worships, as the hotbed of sedition and disloyalty. Unlicensed 
deities and sects are put down by the police ; magicians and 
sorcerers are arrested ; and the peculiar Chinese practice of 
canonizing ^deceased officials and paying sacrificial honours to 
local celebrities after death is strictly reserved by the Board of 
Ceremonies for imperial consideration and approval. The Censor, 
to who^any proposal of this kind must be entrusted, is admonished 
that he must satisfy himself by inquiry of its validity. An official 
who performs sacred rites in honour of a spirit or holy personage 
not recognized by the Ritual Code, is liable to corporal punishment; 
and the adoration by private families of spirits whose worship is 
reserved for public ceremonial is a heinous offence. No such rigorous 
control over the multiplication of rites and deities has been instituted 
elsewhere. On the other hand, while in other countries the State 
has recognized no more than one established religion, the Chmese 
government formally recognizes three denominations. Buddhism has 
been sanctioned by various edicts and endowments, yet the State 
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divinities belong to the Taoist pantheon, and their worship is 
regulated hy public ordinances ; while Confucianism represents 
official orthodoxy, and its precepts embody the latitudinarian spirit 
of the intellectual classes. We know that the Chinese people mak6 
use, so to speak, of all three religions indiscriminately, according 
to their individual whims, needs, or experience of results. So also 
a politic administration countenances these divisions and probably 
finds some interest in maintaining them. The morality of the people 
requires some religious sanction ; and it is this element with Vhich 
the State professes its chief concern. One of the functions of high 
officials is to deliver public lectures freely criticizing and discouraging 
indolent monasticism and idolatry from the standpoint of rationed 
ethics, as follies that are reluctantly tolerated. Yet the government 
'has never been able to keep down the fanatics, mystics, and heretical 
sects that are incessantly springing up in China, as elsewhere in Asia ; 
though they are treated as ])estilent rebels and law-breakers, to be 
exterminated by massacre and cruel punishments ; and bloody 
repression of this kind has been the cause of serious insqrrections. 
It is to be observed that all religious persecution is by the direct 
action of the State, not instigated or insisted upon by a powerful 
orthodox priesthood. But a despotic administration which under- 
takes to control and circumscribe all forms and manifestations 
of superstition in a vast polytheistic multitude of its subjects, is 
inevitably driven to repressive measures of the utmost severity. 
Neither Christianity nor Islam attempted to regulate polytheism, 
their mission was to exterminate it, and they succeeded mainly because 
in those countries the State was acting with the support and under 
the uncompromising pressims of a dominant church or faith. 

Some writers have noticed a certain degree of resemblance between 
the policy of the Roman empire and that of the Chinese* empire 
toward religion. We may read in Gibbon that the Roman magis- 
trates regarded the various modes of worship as equally usefhl, that 
sages and heroes were exalted to immortality and entitled to reverence 
and adoration, and that philosophic officials, viewing with indulgence 
the superstitions of the multitude, diligently practised the ceremonies 
of their fathers. So far, indeed, his description of the attitude of 
the State toward polytheism may be applicable to China; but 
although the Roman and the Chinese emperors both assumed the 
rank of divinity, and were supreme in the department of worships, 
the Roman administration never attempted to regulate and restrain 
polytheism at large on the Chinese system. 

The religion of the gentiles, said Hobbes, is a part of their 
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policy ; and it may be said that this is still the policy of Oriental 
monarchies, who admit no separation between the secular and 
the ecclesiastic jurisdiction. They would agree with Hobbes that 
temporal and spiritual government are but two words brought into 
the world to make men see double and mistake their lawful sovereign. 
Bat while in Mohammedan Asia the State upholds orthodox 
uniformity, in China and Japan the mainspring of all administrative 
action is political expediency. It may be suggested that in the 
mind *of these far-Eastem people religion has never been conceived 
as something quite apart from human experience and the affairs of 
the visible world; for Buddhism, with its metaphy.sical doctrines, is 
a foreign importation, corrupted and materialized in China and 
Japan. And we may observe that from among the Mongolian 
races, which have produced mighty conquerors and founded famous 
dynasties from Constantinople to Pekin, no mighty prophet, no 
profound spiritual teacher, has arisen. Yet in China, as throughout 
all the countries of the Asiatic mainland, an enthusiast may still 
gather together ardent proselytes, and fresh revelations may create 
among the people unrest that may ferment and become heated up to 
the degree of fanaticism, which may explode against attempts made 
to suppress it. The Taeping insurrection, which devastated cities 
and provinces in China, and nearly overthrew the Manchu dynasty, 
is a striking example of the volcanic fires that underlie the surface of 
Asiatic societies. It was quenched in torrents of blood after lasting 
some ten years. And very recently there has been a determined 
revolt of the Lamas in Eastern Tibet, which the imperial troops 
crushed with unrelenting severity. These are the perilous ex- 
periences of a philosophic government that assumes charge and 
control ovej the religions of some 300 millions of Asiatics. 

I can only make a hasty reference to Japan. In that country 
the relations of the State to religions appear to have followed the 
Chine8#model. Buddhism, Confucianism, Shintoism, are impartially 
recognized. The emperor presides over official worship as high 
priest of his people, the liturgical ordinances are issued by imperial 
rescripts not differing in form from other public edicts. The 
dominant article of faith is the divinity of Japan and its emperor; 
and Shinto, the worship of the gods of nature, is understood to be 
patronized chiefly with the motive of preserving the national 
traditions. But in Japan the advance of modem science and en- 
lightened scepticism may have diminished the importance of the 
religious department. Shinto, says a recent writer, still embodies 
the religion of the people ; yet in 1877 a decree was issued declaring 
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it to be no more than a convenient system of State oerentiOnial. 
And in 1889 an article of the constitution granted J&eedom of 
belief and worship to all Japanese subjects, without prejudice to 
peace, order, and loyalty. 

In India the religious situation is quite different. I think it is 
without parallel elsewhere in the world. Here we are at the fountain- 
head of metaphysical theology, of ideas that have flowed eastward 
and westward across Asia. And here, also, we And every species of 
primitive polytheism, unlimited and multitudinous ; we can survey 
a confused medley of divinities, of rites and worships incessantly 
varied by popular whim and fancy, by accidents, and by the pressure 
of changing circumstances. Hinduism permits any doctrine to be 
taught, any sort of theory to be held regarding the divine attributes 
and manifestations, the forces of nature, or the functions of mind or 
body. Its tenets have never been circumscribed by a creed ; its free 
play has never been checked or regulated by State authority. 

Now, at first sight, this is not unlike the popular polytheism of the 
ancient world, before the triumph of Christianity. There are passages 
in St. Augustine’s Civitas Dei, describing the worship of the uncon- 
verted pagans among whom he lived, that might have been written 
yesterday by a Christian bishop in India. And we might ask why 
all this paganism was not sw'ept out from among such a highly 
intellectual people as the Indians, with their restless pursuit of divine 
knowledge, by some superior faith, by some central idea. Un- 
doubtedly the material and moral conditions, and the course of events 
which combine to stamp a particular form of religion upon any great 
people, are complex and manifold ; but into this inquiry I cannot go. 
I can only point out that the institution of caste has riveted down 
Hindu society into innumerable divisions upon a gene^^l religious 
basis, and that the sacred books separated the Hindu theologians 
into different schools, preventing uniformity of worship or of creed. 
And it is to be observed that these books are not historic^ ; they 
give no account of the rise and spread of a faith. The Hindu 
theologian would say, in the words of an early Christian father, that 
the objects of divine knowledge are not historical, that they can 
only be apprehended intellectually, that within ^perience th^ 
is no reality. And the fact that Brahmanism has no authentic 
inspired narrative, that it is the only great religion not concen- 
trated round the life and teachings of a person, may be one reason 
why it has remained diffuse and incoherent. All ways of salvation 
are still open to the Hindus ; the canon of their scripture has 
never been authoritatively closed. New doctrines, new sects, fhesh 



18 


Prmdmt's Address: Sir A, C. Lyall 

theological controversies, are incessantly modifying and superseding 
the old scholastic interpretations of the mysteries, for Hindus, like 
Asiatics everywhere, are still in that condition of mind when a fresh 
spiritual message is eagerly received. Vishnu and Siva are the 
realistic abstractions of the understanding from objects of sense, from 
observation of the destructive and reproductive operations of nature ; 
they represent among educated men separate systems of worship, 
which, again, are parted into different schools or theories regarding 
the proper ways and methods of attaining to spiritual emancipation. 
Yet the higher philosophy and the lower polytheism are not mutually 
antagonistic ; on the contrary, they support each other ; for 
Brahmanism accepts and allies itself with the popular forms of 
idolatry, treating them as outward visible signs of an inner truth, as 
indications of all-pervading pantheism. The peasant and the philo- 
sopher reverence the same deity, perform the same rite ; they do not 
mean the same thing, but they do not quarrel on this account. 
Nevertheless, it is certainly remarkable that this inorganic medley of 
ideas and worships should have resisted for so many ages the invasion 
and influence of the coherent faiths that have won ascendancy, 
complete or predominant, on either side of India, the west and the 
east ; it has thrown off Buddhism, it has withstood the triumphant 
advance of Islam, it has as yet been little affected by Christianity. 
Probably the political history of India may account in some 
degree for its religious disorganization. I may propound the theory 
that no religion has obtained supremacy, or at any rate definite 
establishment, in any great country except with the active co- 
operation, by force or favour, of the rulers, whether by conquest, as 
in Western Asia, or by patronage and protection, as in China. 
The direct influence and recognition of the State has been an 
indispensabfe instrument of religious consolidation. But until the 
nineteenth century the whole of India, from the mountains to the 
sea, hadPnever been united under one stable government ; the country 
was fpr ages parcelled out into separate principalities, incessantly 
contending for territory. And even the Moghul empire, which was 
always at war upon its frontiers, never acquired universal dominion. 
The Moghul enqperors, except Aurungzeb, were by no means bigoted 
Mohammedans; and their obvious interest was to abstain from 
meddling with Hinduism. Yet the irruption of Islam into India seems 
rather to have stimulated religious activity among the Hindus, for 
during the Mohammedan period various spiritual teachers arose, new 
sects were formed, and theological controversies divided the in- 
tellectual classes. To these movements the Mohammedan govern- 
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ments must have been for a long time indifferent ; and among the 
new sects the principle of mutual toleration was universal. Towards 
the close of the Moghul empire, however, Hinduism, provoked by the 
bigotry of the emperor Aurungzeb, became a serious element of 
political disturbance. Attempts to suppress forcibly the followers of 
Nanak Guru, and the execution of the spiritual leader of the Sikhs, 
turned the Sikhs from inoffensive quietists into fanatical warriors; 
and by the eighteenth century they were in open revolt against the 
empire. They were, I think, the most formidable embodiment of 
militant Hinduism known to Indian history. By this tim^ also, 
the Marathas in South-West India were declaring themselves the 
champions of the Hindu religion against Mohammedan oppression, 
and to the Sikhs and Marathas the dislocation of the Moghul empire 
may be very largely attributed. We have here a notable example of 
the dynamic power upon politics of revolts that are generated by 
religious fermentation ; and a proof of the strength that can be 
exerted by a pacific inorganic polytheism in self-defence, when 
ambitious rebels proclaim themselves defenders of a faijth. The 
Marathas and the Sikhs founded the only rulerships whose armies 
could give the English serious trouble in the field during the 
nineteenth century. 

On the whole, however, when we survey the history of India, and 
compare it with that of Western Asia, we may say that although the 
Hindus are perhaps the most intensely religious people in the world, 
Hinduism has never been, like Christianity, Islam, and to some extent 
Buddhism, a religion established by the State. Nor has it suffered much 
from theState’s power. It seems strange, indeed, that Mohammedanism, 
a compact proselytizing faith, closely united with the civil rulership, 
should have so slightly modified, during seven centuries of dominion, this 
infinitely divided polytheism. Of course Mohammedanism made many 
converts, and annexed a considerable number of the population — yet 
the effect was rather to stiffen them to loose the bonds that held Ihe mass 
of the people to their traditional divinities, and to the institution of 
castes. Moreover, the antagonism of the two religions, the popular and 
the dynafstic, was a perpetual element of weakness in a Mohammedan 
empire. In India polytheism could not be crushed, as in Western 
Asia, by Islam ; neither could it be controlled and administered, as in 
Eiastem Asia ; yet the Moghul emperors managed to keep on good 
terms with it, so long as they adhered to a policy of toleration. 

To the Mohammedan empire has succeeded another foreign 
dominion, which practised not merely tolerance, but complete religious 
neutrality. Looking back over the period of 100 years, from 1767 to 
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1867y during which the British dominion was gradually extended over 
India, we find that the British empire, like the Roman, met with 
little or no opposition £rom religion. Hindus and Mohammedans, 
^vided against each other, were equally willing to form alliances with, 
and to fight on the side of, the foreigner who kept religion entirely 
outside politics. And the British government, when established, has 
so carefully avoided offence to caste or creed that on one great 
occasion only, the Sepoy Mutiny of 1857, have the smouldering fires 
of credulous fanaticism broken out against our rule. 

I believe the British-Indian position of complete religious neutrality 
to be unique among Asiatic governments, and almost unknown 
in Europe. The Anglo-Indian sovereignty does not identify itself 
with the interests of a single faith, as in Mohammedan kingdoms, 

' nor does it recognize a definite ecclesiastical jurisdiction in things 
spiritual, as in Catholic Europe. Still less has our government 
adopted the Chinese system of placing the State at the head of 
different rituals for the purpose of controlling them all, and 
proclaiming an ethical code to be binding on all denominations. The 
British ruler, while avowedly Christian, ignores all religions ad- 
ministratively, interfering only to suppress barbarous or indecent 
practices when the advance of civilization has rendered them obsolete. 
Public instruction, so far as the State is concerned, is entirely 
secular ; the universal law is the only authorized guardian of morals ; 
to expound moral duties officially, as things apart from religion, 
has been found possible in China, but not in India. But the Chinese 
government can issue edicts enjoining public morality and rationalism 
because the State takes part in the authorized worship of the people, 
and the emperor assumes pontifical office. The British government 
in India, on the other hand, disowns official connexion with any 
religion. , It^places all its measures on the sole ground of reasonable 
expediency, of eflicient administration ; it seeks to promote industry 
and comperce, and material civilization generally ; it carefully avoids 
giving any religious colour whatever to its public acts; and the result 
is that our government, notwithstanding its sincere professions of 
absolute neutrality, is sometimes suspected of regarding all religion 
with cynical indifference, possibly even with hostility. 

Moreover, religious neutrality, though it is right, just, and the only 
policy which the English in India could possibly adopt, has certain 
fiolitical disadvantages. The two most potent influences which still 
unite and divide the Asiatic peoples, are race and religion; a 
government which represents both these forces, as, for instancy in 
Afghemistan, has deep roots in a country. A dynasty that can rely on 
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the support of an organized leligion, and standsTinrih as the chan^lon 
of a dominant faith, has a powerful political powor at.ijb Oomniaiid. 
The Turkish empire, weak, ill-governed, repeatedly ■■ threa t ened with 
dismemberment, embarrassed internally by the cbnfluk neea, has 
been preserved for the last hundred years % its incorporation with the 
faith of Islam, by the Sultan's claim to the Caliphate, To attack it 
is to assault a religious citadel ; it is the bulwark on the west of 
Mohammedan Asia, as Afghanistan is the frontier fortresa of Islam 
on the east. A leading Turkish politician has very recently said : 

‘ It is in Islam pure and simple that lies the strength of Turkey as 
an independent State ; and if the Sultan's position as reli^ous chief 
were encroached upon by constitutional reforms, the whole Ottoman 
empire would be in danger.' We have to remembmr that for ages 
religious enthusiasm has been, and still is in some parts of Asia,** 
one of the strongest incentives to military ardour and fidelity to 
a standard on the battle-field. Identity of creed has often proved 
more effective, in war, than territorial patriotism ; it has surmounted 
racial and tribal antipathies ; while religious antagonism is still in 
many countries a standing impediment to political consolidation. 

When, therefore, we survey the history of religions, though this 
sketch is necessarily very imperfect and inadequate, we find Mohamme- 
danism still identified with the fortunes of Mohammedan rulers ; and 
we know that for many centuries the relations of Christianity to 
European States has been veiy close. In Europe the conflicting 
ardour and intellectual superiority of great theologians, of ecclesiastical 
statesmen supported by autocratic rulers, have hardened and beat out 
into form doctrines and liturgies that it wfis at one time criminal to 
disregard or deny, dogmatic articles of faith that were enforced by law. 
By these processes orthodoxy emerged compact, sharply defined, irre- 
sistible, out of the strife and confusion of heresies ; the early record 
of the Churches has pages spotted with tears and stained with blood. 
But at the present time the Eui^pean States seem imdined to 
dissolve their alliance with the Churches, and to arrange a kind 
of judicial separation between the altar and the throne, thouj^ 
in very few cases has a divorce been made absolute. No State, in 
civilized countries, assists in the propagation of doctrine; and 
ecclesiastical influence is of very little service to a government. The 
civil law, indeed, makes continual encroachments on the ecclesiastical 
domain, questions its authority, and usurps its jurisdiction. Modenr 
erudition criticizes the historical authenticity of the scriptures, 
philosophy tries to undermine the foundations of belief ; the govern- 
ments find no interest in propping op edifices that are shaken by 



A(Mress : Sir A. C. Uyall 17 

mtera^ coBtrbvteiriM. In Mohammedan Asia, on the other hand, 
•the^boi^z^,. between , the orthodox fiiith and the States is firmly 
main^tain^ ibr'' the solidarity is so close that disruptions would 
be dai^;er^a8,''a3^ a Mohammedan rulership over a majority of 
uubdievm would still be perilously unstable. 

Itom this condition of things I have endeavoured to show that the 
hisfanical relations of Buddhism and Hinduism to the State have 
bean in the past, and are still in the present time, very difierent. 
There* has always existed, I submit, one essential distinction of 
principle. Religious propagation, forcible conversion, aided and 
abetted by 'the executive power of the State, and by laws against 
heresy or dissent, have been defended in the west by the doctors of 
Islam, and formerly by Christian theologians, by the axiom that all 
means are justifiable for extirpating false teachers who draw souls to 
perdition. The right and duty of the civil magistrate to maintain 
truth, in regard to which Bossuet declared all Christians to be 
unanimous, and which is still affirmed in the Litany of our Church, is 
a principle from which no go^rnment, three centuries ago, dissented in 
theory, though in practice it was necessary to handle it cautiously. 
I do'^not think that this principle ever found its way into Hinduism 
or Buddhism ; I doubt, that is to say, whether the civil government was 
at any time called in to assist propagation of those religions as part 
of its duty. Nor do I know that the States of Eastern Asia, beyond 
the pale of Islam, claim or exercise the right of insisting on certain 
doctrines, because they are true. The erratic manifestations of the 
religious spirit throughout Asia, constantly breaking out in various 
forms and figures, in thaumaturgy, mystical inspiration, in orgies 
and secret societies, have always disquieted Asiatic States, yet, so far 
as I can ascertain, the employment of force to repress them has 
always been justified on administrative or political grounds, as 
distinguishable from theological motives pure and simple. Sceptics 
and ag^fpstics have been partjipularly marked out for persecution in 
the west, but I do not think that they have been molested in India, 
China, or Japan, where they abound, because they seldom meddle 
with politics. It may perhaps be admitted, however, that a govem- 
mmt which undertakes to regulate impartially all rites and worship 
among its subjects is at a disadvantage by comparison with a govern- 
ment that acts as the representative of a great church or an exclusive 
frith. It hears the sole undivided responsibility for measures of 
repression ; it cannot allege divine command or even the obligation of 
punishing impiety for the public good. 

To conclude. In Asiatic States the superintendence of religious 
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ftflhirs is an integral attribute of the sovereignty* which no government* 
except the English in India* has yet ventured to relinqui^ ; and even 
^ India this is not done without some risk* for religion and politics 
are still intermingled throughout the world ; they act and react upon 
each other elsewhere. They are still far from being disentangled 
in our own country, where the theory that a government in its collective 
character must profess and even propagate some religion has not been 
veiy long obsolete. It was maintained seventy years ago by a great 
statesman who was already rising into prominence, by Mr. Gladstone. 
The text of Mr. Gladstone's argument* in his book on the relations of 
the State with the Church* was Hooker's saying* that the religious 
duty of kings is the weightiest part of their sovereignty; while 
Macaulay, in criticizing this position* insisted that the main, if not 
the only* duty of a government* to which all other objects must be 
subordinate, was the protection of persons and property. These two 
eminent politicians were, in fact* the champions of the ancient and 
the modern ideas of sovereignty, for the theory that a State is bound 
to propagate the religion that it professes was for many centuries the 
accepted theory of all Christian and Mohammedan rulerships* though 
I think this theory now survives only in Mohammedan kingdoms. 

As the influence of religion in the sphere of politics declines, the 
State becomes naturally less concerned with the superintendence of 
religion ; and the tendency of constitutional governments seems to be 
towards abandoning it. The States that have completely dissolved 
connexion with ecclesiastical institutions are the two great republics* 
the United States of America* and France. We can even discern at 
this moment a movement toward constitutional reforms in Moham- 
medan Asia, and if it succeeds it will be most interesting to observe 
the effect which liberal reforms will produce upon the relation of 
Mohammedan governments with the dominant faith, i^d pn which 
side the religious teachers will be arrayed. It is certain, however* 
that for a long time to come religion will continue to be^ potent 
factor in Asiatic polities ; and I may add that the reconciliation of 
civil with religious liberty is one of the most arduous of the many 
problems that confront civilized dominion in Asia. 



SECTION I 

RELiaiONS OF THE LOWER CULTURE 


02 




PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

By E. S. HARTLAND 

In no field of knowledge has scientific research made greater 
progress during the past half-century than in anthropology. And 
among all the subdivisions of anthropology none is more fascinating, 
or has yidded more important results, than the examination and 
comparison of the religions of the lower culture. The chapters on 
Mythology and Animism in Primitive CuUure^ published thirty-six 
years ago, were the first serious and well-grounded attempt to analyse 
what was then known about the ideas of mankind in early stages of 
civilization. The publication of that work gave an impetus to 
research that has never slackened. But with all the knowledge since 
accumulated, and the various debates to which it has given rise, 
nothing has yet been discovered to invalidate Professor Tylor’s 
method ; nor, though some details have been questioned, have his 
general conclusions been shaken. This is emphatic testimony to the 
learning and judgement — in a word, to the genius — that found 
expression in his book and made it a model for subsequent students. 

Starting, then, from the ground he won for science in these frunous 
chapters, research has taken during the last few years, with ever- 
increasing ^iduity, two principal directions. Inquiry has been 
addressed fim to the relations between magic and religion, and 
secondly to the question of belief in ‘ a relatively Supreme Being ’. 

In thap^rmer direction it has been particularly fruitful. Dr. Frazer 
has enunciated a theory of the essential opposition of magic, the 
attempt to control and use natural forces by means which we 
recognize as unscientific and futile, and religion, the conciliation of 
superior beings. According to this theory, magic preceded religion ; 
religion was only resorted to when magic was found to fail, when the 
ccmviction was brought home to more sagacious minds * that magical 
ceremonies and incantations did not really effect the results which 
they, were designed to produce and which the majority of their 
rimpl«r fellows still believed that they did actually produce’. The 
theory ,,18 alluring both on account of its definiteness and its sim- 
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plicity. This is not the occasion to examine it in detail;. bat <nie 
or two observations may be permitted by the way. 

The rise of religion by way of opposition to magic can, of couts^ 
never be historically proved : eae h/ypoiheti it occurred durii^ titties 
when the written record was not as yet. So &r as it rests on any 
living example of peoples still destitute of reli^on, it is concerned 
mainly with a group of tribes in Central Australia. Unfortunately, 
the explorers who report the case nowhere tell us how far they are 
acquainted with the dialects spoken, or through what medium tiieir 
communications were made. The beliefs of the tribes in question are 
the subject of controversy ; and it is not impossible, as Mesnrs. 
Spencer and Gillen themselves intimate, that their special circnm* 
stances may be largely responsible for an unusual development of 
magical practices. On the whole, it seems to me that no general 
theory can be safely built, in the present state of our knowledge^ on 
the beliefs and customs of the Arunta and their neighbours. ■ ^ 

Meanwhile, the close connexion between magic and religion at all , 
stages of civilization becomes more and more apparent, tjie further 
research is carried. It is abundantly illustrated by Dr. Frazer. 
It has been illustrated in some detail for the religion of ancient 
Mexico by Dr. Freuss, who is also of opinion that the true reading 
of the facts requires the conclusion that magic preceded animism, 
and therefore preceded worship. According to this theory, if I 
imderstand it aright, the chief ceremonies of the Mexican religion 
were intended to have a magical effect upon the gods. The gods 
were nature<gods. They were dependent upon those ceremonies for 
the preservation, the renewal, and the increase of their power. At 
first men performed ceremonies intended to operate directly upon 
external phenomena, or to augment their own magical .^^wer. But 
when animism appeared and the conception of gods arose, men 
thereafter performed those ceremonies, or others like them, for the 
b^efit of the gods. The end was the same — ^the continuandb of the 
round of the seasons, and the increase of food and other things 
necessary to human life. Only the means were changed. Instead of 
striving after those objects directly, men strove to enable the gods to 
produce them. Without the assistance of mankind the gods wwold 
become powerless ; unless the renewal of their youth and strangth 
were wrought by the magical rite of sacrifice they would grow old 
and wither away, if not disappear outright ; and with them the 
world would sink into night and the human race be extinguished. 

Dr. Freuss ' has more recently been prosecuting his researches 
among the tribes of modem Mexico. Those of us who have IJ^llowed 
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tiie rqiorts^ he has been able to send home, know that he has found 
many remains of the old paganism yet vigorous, even among the 
sups^ially Christjanieed peoples. We are anticipating hearing 
something of his discoveries from his own lips in this section. We 
await with still more interest the more complete account hereafter, in 
which he will doubtless develop his theory and bring into full light 
the numerous points at present dark to us. 

Other inquirme — and here Mr. Andrew Lang has led the way — 
have fbund salvation in the theory of ‘a relatively Supreme Being', 
evolved at an early stage of human speculation, and subsequently 
overlap by animism, or the belief in spirits. This in substance, it 
is needless to point out, has been the theory of the Fathers of the 
Chfistian Church from the remotest period, and of others who have 
' hiad theological axes to grind, only sul^tituting divine revelation for 
human speculation as the true source of the belief in the Supreme 
„ Being in question. Remains of this belief have been supposed to 
be found everywhere in the lower culture ; but serious controversy 
has chiefly raged of late years around the Australian evidence. That 
evidence is to a great extent conflicting and uncertain; and where 
it is practically certain it is extremely diflicult to interpret. Among 
the central tribes fully equipped scientific explorers like Messrs. 
Spencer and Gillen have failed to detect any actual belief in a 
‘relatively Supreme Being’, except in a single tribe, the Kaitish. 
The most they found in other tribes was a bogey named Twanyirika, 
with which the women and children were gulled : the boys were 
undeceived at initiation into manhood. The explorers were treated 
as folly initiated men. It is probable, therefore, that they pene- 
trated the secret beliefs as well as the ceremonies of the tribes as 
deeply as<t]j^r knowledge of the langxiages (the extent of which we 
do not know) permitted. On the other hand, German missionaries 
convmsant with the Arunta language, and after a residence of many 
years inithe country, have given us a widely divergent report. They 
tell us that the Arunta definitely believe in the existence of a Supreme 
Being, etn HimmeUgott, and that they have in addition raised their 
own fot^&thers to the dignity of gods. The contradiction between 
these two statements is such that it is not to be accounted for by 
merely supposing that while Messrs. Spencer and Gillen visited 
one branch of the Arunta, Mr. Strehlow and his colleagues, settled 
among anotiim: luaoch a few miles ofti have drawn their information 
exdusivdly from tiie latter. This information presents the super- 
normal beings believed in by the Arunta and the Luritja as apotheo- 
sized ..|p a d^pee beyond anything recognized by anthropologists 
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settlaim and htisncumriM report^ the bdief in supmiatund pmona^ 
dignified by name or implication, as supreme gm^; biit lator* and 
mure accurate inquiries, such as those of Dr. Howitt, to* which 1 
am about to refer, have shown that those reports me not to be wholty 
relied on. It is not difficult to assign a cause for this. In no case 
probably was the European reporter initiated into the tribal mysteries. 
Accordingly he did not obtain full disclosure of the fects ; and such 
fects as he did learn were not properly understood owing to fais own 
preconceptions. The same causes may have been operative in the 
case of Mr. Strehlow and his colleagues. They have certainly not 
been initiated ; their character as missionaries would be likely to 
prevent a fine communication to them of the teaching associated with 
the puberty ceremonies; and there are few missionaries who can 
divest themselves as completely as Callaway or Codrington of pre^ 
possessions in their inquiries into savage belief. They may, of course^ 
have conquered these impediments. It is fair to say that as yet 
we have only fingmentary statements from them. A connected 
account is, however, in course of publication, and we must await its 
completion before being in a position to judge of its value. 

Throughout Australia the material culture of the tribes is singU' 
larly uniform. But in the south-east many of the tribes exhibit 
‘a clearly-marked advance' in their social institutions.^ In this 
r^on, though not confined to the socially advanced tribes, the belief 
is found in a supernatural being who is spoken of as ‘ Father '. He 
is the guardian of the institutions and ceremonies of the tribe, some 
of which he established. His origin is generally unknown ; and 
since he still lives it has been concluded that he is definitely r^arded 
as eternal. There are treulitions of his having formerly Hved on the 
earth and performed various marvels. Now he usually, .but not 
always, dwells in the sky, where he is sometimes pointed out as a star ; 
but he still visits the earth from time to time. In considelfaig this 
cmioeption it is first of all necessary to understand what the native 
idea of Father is. It is by no means the same as ours. It is not 
an individual relationship : it is the title of a class. If I am: an 
Australian child I call ‘father' not only my moth«r'» husband 
(or all her husbands if she have pimiwm-mates) but all his Inothars, 
whether iduldren of the same parents or more remote rations whom 
he regards, in accordance with tribal reckoning, as broken. * Moreover, 

* I cannot, as at present advised, sulMwribe to Father Schmidit’s . opinion 
(iii. Anthropo*, 812 sqq.) that these tribes represent the oldest "and ' most 
primitive stratum of the Australian population and vulture. 
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it JadwieB all tiioae who wene iaitiated into jnanhopd at the same 
oumnoBy^aa, m3r^lnotl|M^^ husband. It will be seen* tbtrefore, that 
Father is a Very ofj^prehaisive term. .It does not, however, neces- 
smSly^pethaps dpes not -in any case — include the idea predominant 
in our minds ot‘ B^^ter. It seems, so far as we can translate it into 
English words, to mean all those men who have a special precedence 
and authority over the perstm using it. In many cases if the child 
be young (or later, particularly if a girlX the mother's husband may 
have special rights almost amounting, subject to tpbal usage, to 
ownership of the child. But it is frequently merely honorific, for 
it is common to address all elder men indifferently as ‘Father'. 
Dr. Howitt recognizes in the traditions relating to this superhuman 
Father the ideal of a tribal Headman, skilful in the use of weapons, 
all'powmrful in magic, geuerous and liberal to his own people, who 
does no injury or violence to any one, yet treats with severity any 
breach of custom or trib6d morality. No actual prayers 6u« addressed 
to him, but sometimes his name is invoked in ceremonies, a figure 
of mud qr clay is made representing him, and dances take place 
around it. Where these occur we have not exactly worship, but the 
germ from which worship might easily develop. Eternity does 
not seem to be affirmed of him. His origin, it is true, is involved 
in characteristic vagueness ; and he does not die, because nobody dies 
unless by violence or magic. In the sky he is out of reach of violence ; 
and his magic is superior to all other. 

"Such a being cannot fairly be described as a god, unless we enlarge 
the meaning of that term to include every being above the common 
human plane, whether worshipped or not. Nor does he look like a 
personage who had been a god once and had retired from the business. 
He has not Jj>een superseded by the worship of spirits. Various kinds 
of spirits are believed in. The spirits of the dead seem in regard to 
him like the elders of the tribe around their headman. These and 
other iil|)ematural beings often receive the flattery of fear ; but none 
of them are worshipped. The * tribal All-father ', as Dr. Howitt calls 
him, is. much more probably a mythical medicine-man, waiting, like 
Boraai-Malu, the culture-hero of the Murray Islanders, for the crown 
of apotheosis. That crown will now never encircle his brows : it would 
have ' required a further development of native culture which the 
intrusion of tiie white man and the consequent break-up of native 
soeiety have roid^red impossible. 

The same may be mid of the^aitish Atnatu, the nearest analogue 
in Central Australia to the tribal All-father of the south-east. He 
is conqidved as a gigantic native living beyond the sky with a liberal 
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$upply of wives, who are the stars, and consequently of dukhwa^ from 
some of whom the Eaitish are descended. He is saM to have nmde 
himself far back in the past. The workmmaship was clumsy, for a 
most important part of his anatomy had been forgotten. FerhiqM, 
however, the statement that he made himself is no more than a vague 
guess— even, it may be, a guess made on the spur of the moment by 
a native or a group of natives to whom the question of his origin had 
never been presented before. 

It would not. be at all remarkable that such a question should never 
have occurred to them previously, or if it had that they should never 
have followed up the speculation. We make a mistake in trying to 
measure out and systematize the beliefs of uncivilized humanity. 
TraveUers, missionaries, scientific students, we are all trained in 
schools in which the objects of our particular studies are carefully 
sorted, labelled, and pigeon-holed ; and we expect to find the same 
process in minds nourished entirely on tradition, strange to our 
methods, and chiefly concentrated on totally different objects. We 
forget that their ideas are not like Christian dogmas fom^ulated in 
written creeds of which every word has been the subject of centuries 
of scholastic disputation. On the contrary, the vagueness of savage 
ideas is one of the chief difficulties experienced in the attempt to 
probe the depths of the savage mind. It is not merely an unwilling- 
ness to communicate to the white man their beliefs ; nor is it merely 
the observer’s unfamiliarity with the trains of thought evolved by men 
in the lower culture that hinders his design to grasp, assimilate, and 
reproduce their creed. It is, above all, the cloudy and elusive charac- 
ter of the creed itself, if that may be called a creed which is often no 
more than a congeries of contradictory tales and formless, half-uncon- 
scious speculations. The testimony, express or implied, frojp every part 
of the world is the same. I do not know that it can be summed up 
better than in the words published forty years ago of an acute and 
trustworthy writer who had lived for six or seven years anfrng the 
Ahts of Vancouver Island. He says: * Generally speaking, it is 
necessary, I think, to view with suspicion any very regular account 
given by travellers of the religion of savages ; their real religious 
notions cannot be separated from the vague and unformed as well as 
bestial and grotesque mythology with which they are intermixed. 
The faint struggling efforts of our natures in so early or so little 
advanced a stage of moral and intellectual cultivation can produce 
only a medley of opinions and beliefe not to be dignified by the epi- 
thet religious, which are held loosely by the people themselves and 
are neither veiyr easily discovered nor explained. In a higher stage 
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aoeurate s^atonatksing, in a more or less acceptable and reasonable 
faeat, of the undefined notiona which frequently accompany and form 
a part of human appredation respecting objects supposed to be more 
tiian human, is the work, not of barbarous, but of intellectual and 
civilised minds.' Then, recalling the fact that he was two years 
among the Ahts with his attention constantly directed towards the 
subject of their religious beliefs, before he could discover that they 
possessed any ideas as to an overruling power or a future state of 
exist^oe, he goes on : — ‘ The people are extremely unwilling to 
speak of what is mysterious or akin to the spiritual in their ideas ; 
not, it appears, from a sense of the sacredness of the ideas, but from 
a notion that evil will result from any free communication on such 
subjects with foreigners. Even after long acquaintance it is only now 
and then, when ** i' the vein ", that the sullen, suspicious natures of 
these people will relax and permit them to open a comer of their 
minds to a foreigner who possesses their confidence. They generally 
b^n by saying that no white man is able to understand the mys- 
teries of which they will speak. You know nothing about such 
things ; only old Indians C6m appreciate them," is a common remark. 
And in nine cases out of ten so many lies and misstatements are mixed 
up with the account, either directly for the purpose of mystifying the 
inquirer, or owing to the unenlightened confusion of the savage in 
thinking upon religious subjects, that little reliance can be placed 
upon it. Also the opinions expressed by some of the natives are 
found on examination to differ on so many points from those of 
others that it is hardly possible to ascertain the prevailing opinions 
of any tribe.’ ^ 

If this be commonly true — as I believe it is in substance — of 
peoples in ^he lower culture, it enables — nay, it compels — us to dis- 
count many of the definite statements made concerning their beliefs. 
It accounts for many of the contradictions with which anthropologists 
are on^ too familiar. It exhibits a condition of mind inmmpatible 
with the existence of a ‘ relatively Supreme Being ’ as a savage dogma, 
but holding in solution possibilities which an elevation of culture may 
precipitate in more or less definite and systematic form. 

To this condition of mind I venture to appeal as a strong reason for 
accepting a theory of the origin of religion and the mutual relations 
of magic and religion quite difierent from either of those previously 
mentioned. I refer to the theory which lays primary emphasis on 
two &ctors : the sense of personality and the sense of mystery. To 
set forth this theory at length is impossible and probably needless, 
* Sproat, Scenes and Studies of Savage LifC) 204 sqq. 



28 


It BeUgiom of tkc €kiB>dife 

Let ii ttiffiee to say^ that early man sunotnided 1^ the uidiiiiMini 
be opfnesaed by awe and wonder and the filing- tii power 
which lay behind external phenomena. Interpreting these pheno* 
mena in the terms of his own consciousness he would regard tiwai 
as manifestations of personality. Evmy personality thus mim^ested 
would be possessed of needs and potentialities akin to those he fidt 
within himsdf. It would be inevitable that he dmuld endeavour to 
conciliate or to control these personalities. ^ Fortunately he possessed 
in his own potentiality the means of accomplishing to a very large 
extent this object. Such inherent potentiality is called by the Iro- 
quoian tribes of North America orenda^ by the Siouan wakaut by '^e 
Algonquin manitowi^ In one form or other it is probably known 
throughout the lower culture. 

It is difficult to render the concept embodied in these words 
orenda, teakau, manitozei, by any one English word. The word I 
have used, potentiality, perhaps expresses it best ; but even that is 
inadequate for a concept including such various notions as will, 
magic, luck, sacredness, mystery. Its importance in the religion and 
philosophy of the North American Indians was, 1 think, first pointed 
out by Miss Alice hletcher, in a paper read before the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science in 1897. It was more 
fully discussed five years later by Mr. J. N. B. Hewitt, in the 
American Anthropologist.^ It was recognized by Messrs. Hubert cmd 
Mauss in VAnnSe Sociologique for 1904, and identified with the 
Melanesian mana, suid with similar conceptions elsewhere. They had 
been largely anticipated in this by Mr. R. R. Marett, in a striking 
paper read to the British Association in 1899, and subsequmitly 
printed in Folklore. We shall have the advantage of hearing him 
at length on the subject by and by. ^ 

Meanwhile, the only point to which I need direct attrition is 
the vagueness of this potentiality, this orenda. Both in direction 
and in extent, it is undefined, mysterious. True, different perssttaltties, 
real and imaginary, are not equally endowed with it. But it is an 
atmosphere, an influence, exhaled more or less by every one of Riem, 
and like an odour sometimes pervasive, sometimes subtle^ smne* 
times faint, it is impossible to assign limits to it. Man's rdations 

* For s fuller statement of the theory- 1 venture to refer to my Presidential 
Address to the Anthropological section of the British Association Meeting' at 
York, 1906. 

* And more recently by Mr. Arthur Lovejoy in The Monkt, voL xU. He 
describes the ‘ energy ’ or potentiality in quesUon as ' a pervasive, Ufisgiving, 
impersonal energy', inhering ita eve^rthing, not merely in wety personality. 
1 am not convinc^ that -the evidence will bear this constructimi. 
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iMMi>huniUi penonalities are conceived as analogous with 
the .relatione of men among themselves. Beings more powc^l 
thfui himself he must invoke and conciliate ; others he may dir»t, 
coBtrolj subdue^ or even destroy. In either case his end is gained by 
acts and words; these are the expression of his will, his m 3 rstic 
potentiality^ in a word, his orenda. They are rites either magical 
or religious. Directed to the transcendent beings whom he believes 
to 4MirFound him, and whom he must approach with fear and 
revwsBce, we call them religious. Directed to beings who may be 
co«>oed, we call them magical. But here, again, the line is by no 
means drawn with precision. Man's orenda^ or at least the orenda of 
stHUe men, readies often even to the coercion of the transcendent 
beings of his imagination. Hence magical procedure is found 
intmrwoven with the most solemn religious rites. 

Thus, according to this theory, magic and religion spring from the 
same root. Nay, I should hardly be wrong if I changed the metaphor 
and said : Magic and religion are the two f6ices of one medal. From 
the lowest stage of culture to the highest they may be described as 
inseparable. Gods were not invented because man proved unequal 
to the strain of arranging the affairs of the universe by himself ; nor 
has the age of religion been everywhere preceded by the age of magic. 
Yet the argument which points to the notable development of magic 
and the feebleness or absence of religion among the Australian tribes, 
is not without force. While I cannot admit the allegation that 
religion does not exist, I must admit that its development is far 
exceeded by that of magic. To some extent the allegation of the 
absence of religion depends upon our definition of religion. If we 
were all of us agreed exactly what we meant by religion, and exactly 
what we m^mt by a god, a fetish, and so forth, we might not find 
the problem of the origin of religion less difficult to solve, but we 
iduMikl at all events have a clearer notion of its conditions and of the 
direction in which we were to seek a solution. I cannot help feeling 
that in these debates we are very often not ad idem. One anthro- 
pologist, for example, is unable to see anything religious in the rites 
of the Arunta : they are all pure magic to him. Another, basing his 
ofHnion on the same evidence (that of Messrs. Spencer and Gillen), 
holds .that there is a strong and unmistakable religious element in 
them. Both students cannot be using the term Beligion in the same 
way. It seems to me a fair inference from much of the literature 
of the discussion that we are not so far from real agreement as we 
seem, and the possibility of a reconciliation between the theory that 
magic preceded reli^on and the theory that they grew up together 
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fix>ra a common root, will increase as we become ccmscious of 1J^ 
precise meanings we attach to the phrases we use, and csMful to use 
them always in the same sense. I am aware that this remark must 
strike you as painfully obvious. I am not sure that it is superfluous 
on that account. Many things conceal themselves most successflilly 
by their veiy obviousness. A man has been known to stumble over 
his own doormat. t|*^| 3 

I am going to suggest another possibility jof reconciliation. Vague, 
uncertain, and contradictory the savage may be in his beliefs, sluggish 
his mind may be in regard to matters of speculation: in matters 
of practical importance, the provision of food and shelter, the 
protection of his women and children, and the defence of his little 
community against aggression by human foes or the wild beasts, 
he is bound to be on the alert and to act. His wits sire therefore 
sharpened for action. Action is natural to him, and thought whidi 
has no immediate objective in action is strange. The energies 
remaining when the body is satisfied with food, when shelter is 
assured, and hostilities against his fellow-man or the Iowot animals 
are for the moment forgotten, must be expended in other kinds 
of action. Accordingly, ritual is evolved long before belief has 
l)ecome definite and cogent. Ritual governs his social relations 
as it does ours. He applies analogous ritual to his relations with 
his non-human surroundings. Hence the North American Pawnee 
summoned with song and dance and other elaborate rites the buffaloes 
which were the mainstay of his existence ; and he believed that 
his orenda, put into action in the ritual, compelled them to come 
in answer to his call. Hence the Toradja of Middle Celebes, before 
he taps a tree for palm-wine, politely expresses his joy at finding 
it, so long desired, so long sought, pretends to be a lover, holds 
a convei'sation with it, and woos it to be his bride, ife solemnly 
gives it a pledge of his love in the shape of a rotan-leaf, which 
he winds around it. He strains it in a close embrace. IThis is 
no mummery to him, whatever it may seem to us. It i6 the 
appointed manner of approaching a being who has power to give 
or to withhold the liquor he desires. It binds the tree to him and 
engages it to render him the service he needs. When the time comes 
for the palm-wine to be tapped, he takes his bamboo vessel, pretends 
to be the palm-tree's child, and asks his mother for the drink for which 
he is thirsty. He answers as before for the tree, telling himself to 
drink to satiety, for the mother's breasts are full to overflowing. - But 
at first he only hangs up a small vessel for fear the tree should 
be. frightened and the sap fisiil. Later he will hang up a Ugger 
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vewdly with suitable explanations and prayers for drink addressed 
to the tree>^ The Toradjas are Mohammedans, and the cere* 
monies described may have suffered by the change of faith. Once 
they perhaps expressed more plainly the relation of dependence in 
whidi the man stood to the tree. Whether they did so or not 
matters little for my present purpose, since it is manifest that while 
on the one hand the tree is treated as a sentient and sympathetic 
being, on the other hand the words and acts employed have a value 
and fosce of their own which are necessary to ensure the acquiescence 
of the tree and the gratification of the suppliant’s requirements. 

I need not illustrate the process further. From such ritual as this 
it is merely a step to the ritual addressed to weapons or tools, to the 
spirits of the dead, or to the loftier beings who may control man's 
destiny. In short, the whole of magic and worship is here in 
germ. Man is a creature of habit. These practices easily become 
traditional. They are performed because it is the custom : the 
custom of the fathers handed on to the children must not be broken. 
This is the only reason commonly given by men in the lower culture when 
questioned. They know no other reason : they do not think about it. 
Whatever thought originally preceded the action concerned the prac- 
tical question how to deal with beings imagined (so far as any concept 
had been formed of them) in anthropomorphic terms, rather than 
speculative questions on their nature, their origin, or the extent of 
their powers. These are left undefined ; they are unknown or are 
the subject of individual opinion, fluctuating and contradictory, because 
it is not the outcome of sustained and earnest reasoning. Action 
thus grew up in advance of speculation. In the prepotency of action 
I find the cause of the vivid development of ritual in the lower culture 
as contrasted with the feebleness of speculative thought. Man acted 
because be i^ust act : because he must act he believed in the efficacy 
of his acts. We may call certain of his acts magical and certain 
others religious. He himself drew no such line between them. On 
the contrary, not merely did he employ both kinds of ceremonies as 
they suited his purpose, but one and the same ceremony was often 
made up of some elements which according to the definition were 
magical and of other elements which were religious. I am not aware 
of any savage tribe whose ceremonies are destitute of religious 
elements. We are all familiar with assertions by travellers of the 
existence of tribes absolutely without religion. Wherever those 
asserj^ns have been investigated, they have turned out to be founded 
upon imperfect information, misunderstanding, or a narrow definition 
* Kraijt, Het Afdmitme in den Indisehen Archipel, 1.52, quoting Wilkeii. 
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of religion. But Ihe predominance of ritual ovw speculation in 
lower culture does tend towards an earlur devel<^ment id' mag^c 
than of what we should call religion. In a sense, therefore^ it is toft: 
that, among some tribes at least, an age of magic may have preceded 
the age of religion. Not that rdligious elemoits ware ever yfholly 
wanting ; they were merely overshadowed for a time by the more 
vigorous growth of magic. • 

In the same way, to come back to the theory of a ^rdatively 
Supreme Being', it may very well be that of the Powers or Person- 
alities imagined all around primitive man, one may sometimes in the 
process of ages have acquired a more or less assured predominance. 
In such a case, according as the rest receded into the background, 
the predominant Power may have appropriated their attributfOS and 
attracted and given form to many floating myths and superstijMons, 
as a mountain peak gathers round its head the clouds and condonse^ 
the vapours of the circumambient air. To it then would tend to be 
ascrib^ whatever struck the imagination or needed explanation in 
the external world or the institutions and customs of the tribe. It 
might thus develop into a Bunjil or a Puluga. But our informatimi 
does not at present enable us to assert that this was by any means 
the invariable course of human thought. 

In opening the sessions of this section of the Congress I do not offer 
these remarks in any dogmatic spirit, or with intent to prejudge 
any subsequent discussion. That it should be unnecessaiy' to say 
in a scientific assembly. But, in reviewing the recent progress of 
inquiry on some of the most vital anthropological problems relating 
to the religions of the lower culture, I have been struck with the 
strength of the cases presented by scholars who have approached the 
subject from different sides. It has occurred to me that I might per- 
chance make some small contribution to the solution of ^e .problems 
in question, by pointing out (very briefly indeed and imperfectly, and 
certtiinly ^itlfemuch diffidence) where the theories thatfhiive been 
evolved sram to converge, and what has been hitherto gained by their 
d^ussion. How far I have been successful I must leave to the judge- 
ment of those who are in a better position than I fun to form an ojmion, 
especially to those who have been in actual contact with man in 
the lower culture. 
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PRE-ANIMISTIC STAGES IN RELIGION 

By EDWARD CLODD. (Abstract) 

Mast’s reluctance to include himself in the results of the processes 
of evolution was due to the persistence of traditional beliefs, based 
on assumed revelation, as to his origin. Barely fifty years ago, when 
Darwin published his Origin of Species, he threw out only a brief 
hint that the theory of natural selection would ‘ throw light on the 
history of man ’, because, as he afterwards explained, he * did not 
wish to add to the prejudices ’ against his views. But from that 
time, (1) the demonstration of fundamental physical identity between 
man and the higher mammals ; (2) the discovery, in ancient river- 
grav^, of artificially-chipped stone tools and weapons evidencing 
man’s great antiquity and primitive savagery, confirmed since then 
by the unearthing of corresponding implements in every quarter of 
the globe ; and (3) the proofs of continuity of mental development 
throughout the organic world, established by comparative psychology, 
have made it clear that to study man apart from the universe is to 
misconceive him ; it is to refuse to apply the master key to inter- 
pretation of the story of his intellectual and spiritual history. 

The question follows : Is there a period in that history on which 
we can put a finger and say. Here the higher mammals and man 
'show faculties in common, wherein the potential elements of religion 
are present; a stage prior to the animistic ? 

For help ^ answer no direct evidence is forthcoming ; we have 
only inferences drawn from animal behaviour and possible survivals 
of primitive humap conceptions. No clue to these latter is given by 
the romiMsest known proto-human, fragments of whose skeleton were 
found in Java sixteen years ago ; nor can imagination, except in 
unwarrMited licence, envisage the cults of the Palaeolithic races. 
Modem psychology asserts that ‘ the development of mind in its 
earfy stages and in certain of its directions of progress, is revealed 
most adequately in the animal *. The anecdotal method of inquiry 
into the reasoning power of animals has given helpful results, but' 
it must yield to the experimental, whereby, in seeking to bring a 
vsrie^ of acts imder a general law, more certainty is secured. Of 
this we are sure, that between man in the making — shall we say. 
Homo daU/as, as the intermediate between Pithecanlhropus erectus and 
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Homo aapUns ? — and the higher mammala of the Tertiary £^od> 
t^ere was in common the similarity of the impresaions of the outer 
ir^srld made upon them through their sensory apparatus. That opteur 
world, full of movements, sights, and sounds whose nature and sigui- 
ficance neither man nor brute could know, was the one exciting. 9 ause 
of emotions among which affright had largest play. The aniiual, the 
child, and the ignorant adult, alike tremble before the unknown and 
the imusual ; fearing, yet not knowing why, or what, they fear. At 
the stage assumed, man had not conceived of phenomena as divided 
into the natural and the supernatural, or of himself as compound of 
material and spiritual. There was only the inchoate sense of sur- 
rounding power, and of powerlessness to cope with it ; hoioe, the 
feeling of inferiority and dependence; and, withal, the dominant 
primary instincts of lust and hunger which impelled him to be ever 
on the watch, ever equipped for the struggle for existence. 

Thus much may be lawfully assumed ; for the rest, some help 
comes from the extant lower culture. The psychical unity of man 
being proven, it is obvious that the nearer we can get to the mental 
standpoint of the savage, the nearer we are to primitive identities 
which have become blurred and obscured by differences arising among 
the superior races in their course along var 3 ring lines of development, 
and the more easily shall we be able to trace the origin of the higher 
in the lower psychology, and the persistent survival of embryonic 
ideas. We thus reach a stage of evolution anterior to what ia known 
aa AnAmiam, or the belief in spirits embodied in everything. 

The root-idea in this Pre-animiam is that of power everywhere, 
power vaguely apprehended, but immanent, and as yet unclothed 
with personal or supernatural attributes. A striking example of this 
is given by Sir Herbert Risley, who, in trying to find out what the 
jungle dwellers in Chutia Nagpur really believe, says that he was *1^ 
to the negative conclusion that the indefinite something^which they 
fear and attempt to propitiate is not a peraon at all in fmy^ sense of 
the word. If one must state the case in positive terms, L should 
say that the idea which lies at the base of their religion ia|&at of 
power, or rather, of many powers. All over Chutia Nagpiu^ we find 
sacred groves, the abode of indeterminate beings, who are represMited 
by no symbols, and of whose form and functions no one can give an 
intelligible account. They have not yet been clothed with individual 
attributes ; they linger on as survivals of the impersonal stage of 
early religion.’ ^ 

Identity with this, or near correspond^ce in thought, underlies 
the Melanesian and Maori belief in a power or influence called ^ana, 

* PeopU of India, pp. 215-16. Osloutta, 1908. 
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to ‘i^oK tto ]|($cisOtti^ i^tildlitids ar6 attributed, and which can. be oon- 
1^3^ In iabubst eVetything. With this, in broad and indefinite 
nlia^ be cotnpared the kalchi of the Australian Died ; 
tAe' O^wd of the Torres islanders ; the manihm of the Algonkins, the 
ttoApnda of the Dakotans, and the oH or orenda of the Iroquois; 
tiiiese last thtoe having been, in each case, mistranslated Cfod, giving 
enrirSuoy io the belief that the Bed Indian races had conceived the 
idea of One Great Spirit. Wakonda is ‘ that which makes or brings 
to pass*, and the same meting applies to manitou and oki. The 
Bantu tnvUungu and the Kaffir unhdunktdu have no connexion with 
the idea of personality, and in the Masai engai Mr. Hollis suggests 
that * we may have primitive and undeveloped religious sentiment 
where tke personality of the deity is hardly separated from striking 
n&touriii iffienomena *. In early Greek religion Zeus is the thunder 
before he becomes the Thunderer; and ‘ the characteristic appellation 
of a divine spirit in the oldest stratum of the Roman religion is not 
'dees,' a god, but nwnen, a power. He becomes detia when he obtains 
a name, and so is on the way to acquiring a definite personality.’ ^ 
This sta^ of the god-idea has an illustration in Herodotus (ii. 02) : 
wh«i speaking of the Pelasgians, he says ‘ they gave no title or name 
to any Of their gods, for they had not yet heard any, but they 
celled them gods from some such notion as this, that they 

had set (0^c«) in order all things, and so had the distribution of 
everything *. 

It is in these and cognate examples, too numerous to add, that 
we see adumbrations of the passage in spiritual evolution from a 
vaj^e, abstract Naturism to a definite, concrete Animism, which 
niust therefore be regarded as a secondary stage rather than, as is 
generally assumed, a primary stage. The main apology for this paper 
M that, if the furgument be valid, speculations about the origin of 
religion aa* derfved from nature worship, animal worship, ghost 
worship^' and So forth, may be found futile, and emphasis be given 
to of a psychic unity and continuity between the lowest 

and highest life. 

' BeSley'B Bdigion of Ancient Borne, p. 12. 
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DIE ASTRALRELIGION IN ME^ClKO 
IN VORSPANISCHER ZEIT UND‘ IN DER 
GEGENWART 

Von K. Th. PREUSS. (GBK<tB»r) 

Dim primitiven Religionen weisen bei naherer Betrachtung wbhl 
8&ntlioh wenigstens einige himmliscben Zuge axif . Eine Anschauung 
von der Welt, wie sie auch auf niederer Stale vorhanden zu sein 
pfie^, erfordert zuglelch eine Anschauung iiber die C^titne. Aber 
urenn diese anch nach mythischer Auffassung als lebendige Wesen 
Oder in engem Zusammenhang mit solchen stehend gedacbt werden, 
80 geb&rt das nooh nicht zur Religion. Erst das Oefiihl dpr AbliSn- 
gigkeit von den Gestirnwesen und das wahrsoheinlich gJeiohzeitig 
afdtretende Bestreben sie zu becinflussen, bringen sie in den Bereich 
det Religion. Aber selbst dann darf man erst von einer Astrabdigion 
8{Hreohen, wenn die grosse Menge derirdischen wirkendenNaturobjekte, 
toils als Abbilder der Gestirne, toils als ihre Untergebenen, aofgefasst 
warden. Eine solche Astralreligion finden wir im alten Mexiko. Aber 
es ist nahezu unmoglioh, aus dem Nachrichtenmosaik ein anscbauliohes 
Bild von ihr zusammenzustellen. Schon deshalb ist das unmoglioh, 
Aveil wir Tiere eben nur als Tiere, Pflanzen ds Ffianzen, Berge als 
Berge anzusehon gewohnt sind, und etwaigen Angaben ihrm: himm- 
lischen Natur ohne plastisches Verstandnis gegeniib^tehen. Es 
geht einfach iiber unser Fassungsvermogen, die Erde als eit Spiegelbild 
des Himmols anzusehen und zu denken, dass bier auf Erddi niohts 
gesohieht, wm nicht den Himmel in Mitleidraischalt zieht. ABes das 
widerspricht auch so sehr den Ideen, die wir uns von einfflP Hatur- 
religion machen, dass wir uns schwer darin hineindenken konnen. 
Denn obwohl es sich in einer solchen Astralreligion nor urn die 
Beobachtung von Naturerscheinungen handelt, so ist doch die Bezug- 
nahme irdischer Erscheinungen auf die himmlisohen in vielen £%llen 
me^ absolute Phantasie als blosse falsche Verkniipfang correspmi* 
dierenden Gesohehens am Rimmel und auf Erden. 

Eine solche Auffassung der altmexikanischoi Religion bekjMn ieh 
daber selbst erst, nachdem ich vor drei Jahren eine zweijmirige Rmse 
naoh Mexiko antrat und dort unter den Indianmn der paoifiscben 
Sierra Madre eine Menge voUkommen unbeeinflusster religibsM Feste 
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liddl^lxuiol^it^ ioh das CHiiolp, eina erstauiilioh^ 

£*Qjll]|« sel^tliltB# ^lM#»gSv d!» sie m den Festen 4di)«ea» and sidilreioha 
at^ai^^asflm dnd in d^ emheimisohen Sjpraohen der 
dzsi Ton loilr li0|KS<^tea9fe§tonu^ Cova, Huiohot and Meadoano, aofzimeh- 
mm. Voo ge«E«aten, etwa SOOO Qoaxtseit^ an Texten nebst 

Intor]fneSS#|lteiA^^ ninfassaiden Material nimmt die Bdigion 
^wa Tier ein. £Ss ist eine fiir einen primitiven StMunt 

eitusig daeMhend^ Santmlung religiSser Dokumente, die im Vm^ii 
mlt dsn Featen eine unzweideutige Sprache uber das Wesen einer 
AstiralraUgliHl f^ven. Obwohl das von diesen drei Stammen bewohnte 
Oebiet inotk.i aom altmexikanischen Beicho gchorte, haben sie doch 
den Alton enge v^rwandte religiose Ansohauungen. Die von tnir 
bemiofaten Mexieano sprecben ja auch Nahuatl, die Sprache der alten 
Mexikanra*, wAhrend die Cora and Huichol zv, ei andere, bisher fast 
gaoa onbekannte Sprachen reden. So mdc'hte ich es hier unter- 
nehmen,tnit einigen Striohen einBildder Astralreligion meinerindianer 
zu entwerfen and gleichzeitig auf die vorwandten Ziige der altmexi* 
kanisehen Religion hinzuweisen. 

Die Ai|tra)religion findet bereits in der Auffassung der Tempel bei 
den Huichol and der FestpIAtze bei den Cora einen bercdten Ausdruck. 
Die Huichol haben grosse runde Tempel aus einem steinernen Unterbau 
mit einem strohgedeckten Daohe (Pig. 1). Die Eingangsbffnung ist 
nach Osten gerichtet. Diese Tempel sind ein Abbild der ganzon Welt 
and beherbergen das zahllose Heer der Gbtter, deren hauptsachliohste 
je ein kleines Loch in der Steinmauer als privaten Aufenthaltsort 
haben. Da die Gbtter bei den Festen zugegen sein mussen, so bietet 
diese Welt im Kleinen die Mbglichkeit, sie hier iin Dienst der Monschen 
zu weinigen. Die Aasstattung des Innenraums entspricht ihren 
Weltideen. Im Osten, Norden, Siiden und Westen wird nach der 
Vollendung des Daches je ein langer Pfeil mit den Federn des 
wilden IVuthidms, des Sonnentieres, innen schrag aufwarts in das 
abfallende Dach geaohoss^. Es sind die Sonnenstrahlen, die nach 
dem der Sonne im Osten gleichsam von alien Bichtungen 

dto Wdlt bberfluten. Im Dache befinden sich oben im Osten und 
WeMien swei Nachbildungen der Mondsichel, und von ihm herab 
zieben slob den vier Bichtungen vier Balken mit je einer Palmblatt- 
faslfteluiur, die von den Gbttern der aussersten Weltenden gehalten 
urocd^. Es ist ntm das Merkwurdige, dass nioht nur diese ‘ Tempel 
ftbr GSfetw Sondern auch die fiir viele einzelne Gottheiten voe* 
handotiten Idahten HSusohen die vier Balken und die vier Sohnhro 
enthalton mfiwon, sodass auch diese Hiitten stets die ganze WeJt 
repr&Miitiotent nag dac Inhaber eine Gestimgottheit wie Some,. 
Mrtpd llhJ^pMlWtem sein, odw eine Maisgbttin, ein Feuergott, aim 
GdNriMgOttheitt der Rogmigottheiten der vetsohiedenen Weltrioh- 
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tntig^ ii« m. 3EWheiiwt doch gMgtffo if«( 4m 

Fiidd Ja^iAr einzeliteii Gottlieit, ihx Wesaa bMt^i> ia tiMr 'W«tl|deriR!^ 

DteM tde wirldioh nioht nm hom<mtal,(K>i|dMB ^koidl abwtrte 

in lebhaftor Wonderung b^riflen rind, dalfir gebrii^ din Op^fBfUiihm 
Kunde, din rie in den Liedem verlangen, n&tniieb firiMin 
Mne solohe Xiriteir der Sonne, die ioh heitngebdNwsbt bldie, let eine 
kleine ffinbitttfige Pyramide : anf einer Seite ririgi din ftotme wn 
Hinundl empor, und auf der andern herab (16^. %), tiHb rie oben 
angeUngt, so steht sie auf dem hdchsten Punkt des lie 

untMlingt gar keinem Zweifel, dass die mexikanischoi Stlflriij^yvanU' 
den, auf deren Gipfel der Tempel der €k>ttheit stand, einfaob tkixslel- 
iungm der hohen Himmelssitze sind, zu denen die GStter auf Stulen 
emporsteigen. Solohe giebt es abet fur die verschiedensten ArtM^ Ton 
Gbttem. Nioht nur die beriihmten Pyranliden der Sonne und des 
Mondes bei Teotihuacan haben wir, sondem in Tlaltelolco stand 
Z.B. die hohe Pyramide des Feuergottes Xiuhtecutli und in der Stadt 
Mexiko die etwa 30 m- hohe Pyramide mit den beiden Celias Huitzi- 
lopoohtlis, des Sonnengottcs, und Tlalocs, des Begengottes, diobt 
nebeneinander. 

Letzteres hatte seinen sinnfdlligcn Grand. Von dem hochsten Sonnen* 
stand namlich war die Bogcnzeit abhangig. Deshalb sagt der S<mnen> 
gott der Huiohol, ‘ unser Vater ’ (tayau) . ‘ Wenn ihr mir nicht einen 
Hahn (aus Maisteig) upfert, so lassc ich Naaiiu&me (die Haupt- 
regongdttm) nicht ziehen.’ Und daun liegen auch die W<dken dem 
Himmel ebenso auf ivie die Gestime, hat doch sogar die mexikanische 
Priesterweisheit den untersten dor 13 Himmel dem Monde und Tlaloc 
gememsam zugewiesen. Die Cora, die keine Temi>el haben, ahmen in 
der Darstellung ihres Festplatzes dadurch die Welt und den rich dariiber 
wdlbenden Himmel nach, dass sie mit Blumen geschmiickte Bdgmi 
aus Zweigen uber dem Altar aufstellen. Die Blumen bedeuten die 
St^ne, die hier insofern am Platze sind, als die Feste stets in der 
Naoht stattfinden. Unter den Bogen steht die heilige jicara, die das 
Weltbild in Gestalt der sechs Biclitungen enthalt. In einom Dorfe 
sah ich aber auch kurz vor der Begenzeit den Wolkenhimtael auf 
dem Altar, dargestellt durch Watte, die stets Begen und Wotkmi 
bedeutet und herbeizaubert, iiber einem Gewdlbe von Holzst&boh^n, 
darunter wie gewdhnlioh die jicara, die Welt, bereit, das ezsehnte 
Nass zu empfangen (Fig. 3). Wenn man diese enge Zusammen' 
gehdrigfceit von Stemen und Wolken bedenkt, so ist der meatikanisehe 
Name Mixooatl, ‘ Wolkenschlange,’ fiir einen StMngott varatSndlioh, 
und kann es auch nicht wunderaehmen, dass die ge^ 

nwmten Berggotter der Huichol, die gleioh deu Berg* und Begriigbttem 
der alten Mexikaner den Begen bringen, direkt als aus der Cnterwelt 
im Westen kommend, d. h. als Sterne bezeiohnet verden. Sie zer* 
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ikhie» 6m 0/mm l4^ bist Stmnoiiaufgang, der eine Uees 
.^i^bi fal«r» 6m «ttd«N> 4^ fdediftr. £s «ei «ia Heer von Gottorn, viel 
dbl Mefototim, trie die Hoiohol mir sagten. Aber 
owobl < 1 ^ nan eoMbalt geworden sind, bringt man ihnen in dem 
AnfMf^ der BegMRUE^t am dm* Felderreinigot^ die aikoti genannten 

Bhombwkreaee 6^, Kreaxe, die vom Centrum aus rundum apiralig 
mit einem mnsogan sind, so dass ein Rhombus entsteht. Diese 
RhombMt nSmii^ alnd wiederum in ihrer Maohart die Nachahmung 
der W^t, die bei dm CJora, die Er<^ottin {taUx, ‘unsere Mutter’), 
die zugleieh der Mond ist, aus xwei kreuzweise iibereinander gelegten 
Ffeiien dee i&forgenstems ifahdt, ‘ unscr alterer Bruder ’) und ihren 
e%enen Ram'en sohuf. Es kt diese Erde in Gestalt des Bhomben- 
kreuzes aber im Chunde niohts weiter als die vier Richtungen, deren 
Existenz von dem Wandom der Sonne iiber den Himmel herruhrt. 
Deshalb sind solohe Bhomben und ebenso S.hnliehe sechseckige Sterne 
die bevorzugten Opfergaben fur die €restimgottheiten katexochen 
der Cora, Sonne, Mond und Morgenstern, ob\iohl diese Formrn als 
Abbilder der WeJt gelten< Die Rhombenkreuze widersprechen also 
der Sesshaftigkeit der Berggottheiten. Sic sind vielmohr die Bequisi- 
ten der vimdemden Sterne, und da frage ich nun : Sind nicht die 
Berge einfaeh die Himmelssitze der Cotter wie die Pyramiden, und 
ist nieht die Erde ein Abbild des Himmels ? 

Die Wechselbeziehung zwisohen Himmel und Erde zeigt sioh am 
beaten darin, dass die Mais- und Vegetationsgottheit ein Stem am 
Himmel ist, der im Fruhjahr zur Kide herabsteigt, als Maispflanze 
geboren und bei der Ernte getotet wird, um wicdcr an den Stern- 
bimmel zmrQokzugelangen. Das ist in ahnlicher Weise bei den alten 
Mexifcanem wie bei sSmtlichen drei von mir besuchten StS.mmen der 
FalU Der Tod des Maisgottes erfolgt bei den Cora und Mexioano 
durch die Zub^raitung des Maises iiber dem Feuer. Die Huichol 
stellen die Kurbisse bei der Ernte durch kleine Kinder dar und lassen 
sie am Erntrfest vermittelst eines von einem Pfahle herabhangenden 
Giirtels, der ihren Pfad darstellt, zum Himmel emporsteigen. Deshalb 
haben diese Kinder die schon erwahntcn Rhombenkreuze als Schmuck 
auf ihrem Hut, um ihre Reise nach den vier Richtungen anzudeuten, 
and d^eselben Bhomben dienen daher ganz allgemein als Opfergaben 
for cktn Wohl kleiner Kinder. Uberall im alten und modemen Mexiko 
ist anob. Mon^ottheit, die zugleieh Erntegottheit und mit dem 
idantisoh ist, Erdgottin, d, h. die Erde. Der Mond ist gewisser- 
massen das oompaete Abbild der Erde am Himmel, in die er wie alle 
Gsstlme tsglioh zuriickkehrt, Im alten Mexiko gebiert die ErdgSttin 
als Mond am Himmel den Maisgott, den Stern, wie sie docii entspre- 
Ohend ak Srde ih Wirkliohkeit die Vegetation erzeugt, so dass whr 
also wiSdin ^ Abbfld des irdischen Vorgangs am Himmel haben. 
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Bei naherem Zusehen finden sich merkwiirdige Angaben iiber die 
Gesamtheit der Gotter, Angaben, die oinfach ihre Sternnatur kund- 
thun, ohne dass es bisher moglich war, sie in vollem Umfang zu be- 
greifen. Die altmexikanischen Gotter kamen aus dem fruchtbaren 
Tamoanchan, dem Haus ‘ wo man horabsteigt der Unterwelt im 
Westen imd zugleich dem Sternhimmel. Sie kamen als Tzitzimime, als 
Schreekgespenster, vom Himmel aiif die Erde an ihre jetzigen Wohn- 
orte herab. Sie stehen in gewinsem Sinne alle als Feinde der Sonne 
gegeniiber, die sie des Morgens und im Friililing bei Sonnenaufgang 
zu bekampfen hat. Bei den Huiehol sind es die Kakauyarite genann- 
ten Gotter, die in gleiclier Weise aus der Unterwelt im Westen kamen. 
Sie werden vorziigs\\'eise als Berggotter aufgefasst, da das Land der 
HuicJiol uberall gebirgig ist, sind abcr im weitercn Sinn die gesamten 
an irgond welchen geographischen Punkten weilenden Gottheiten. 
Ihre Nachkommen sind die Menselien. Andererseits sind die in dem 
fruchtbaren Westen wohnenden Gotter Hirsche, von dort kommen 
sie hei'auf, und das Gedeilien der Welt hiingt von ihrer Erlegung 
durch die Sonne ab. Kakauyarite und Hirseho sind also in gleicher 
Weise Sterne, selbst Morgen- und Abendstern sind zwei Hirsche, und 
das war aueh im altcn Mexiko mit dem Gott des Morgensterns Mix- 
(Jouatl-Camaxtli der Fall. Und die Hirschjagd der Menschen, die 
sie voriiehmen, urn die HirseJiopfer fiir die Feste zu erlangen, ist eiiic 
Nachahmung der Stern-Hirschjagd der Sonne. Im alten Mexiko aber 
standcn in der gleichen Idee an Stelleder Hirsche Menschen als Opfer 
und als Abb il der der Sterne. 

Entsprechend erfaliren wir von andern Tiergattungen, Saugeticren, 
Vogeln und Insekten, dass sie vom Himmel auf die Erde oder aus 
der Unterwelt im Westen gekommen sind, wie sie auch umgekehrt 
in vielen Mythen ilir Unwesen arn Himmel treiben. Im Altmexi- 
kanisehon haben Vogel hier auf Erden angeblich sogar die Stern- 
gesichtsbemalung der Stcrnwesen und werden mit den Toten identi- 
ficnert. Dazu kommen die vielen Tiere und Pflanzen, die als Abbilder 
der einzelnen Himmelsgotter bzw'. als ihnen heilig bezeichnet werden. 
Und wenn ein Tier scheinbar ohne Verbindung mit dem Hinlmel ist, 
so konnen die Himmelsgotter es weiiigstens in seinem Treiben beein- 
dussen. So verursacheii die Kiiriise genannten kleinen Wassertier- 
chen der Cora die Schlafkrankheit, Avenn sie aus dem Wasser zu den 
am Ufer wachsenden Pflanzen und Baumen kriechen : die Schlaf- 
krankheit in dem Sinne, dass der Menseh weniger die geheimen Krafte 
besitzt, die in der ceremoniellen Enthaltung vom Schlafe liegen. Dio 
Gottheit des Morgensterns gebietet ihnen aber bei Zeiten, ins Wasser 
zuriickzukehren, so dass sie keinen Schaden anrichten konnen. 

Diese Tierchen gehoren bereits wie alle Gotter der Gowasser bei 
den Cora zur Gottin der Unterwelt, Teteuan, die in der sechsten, 
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untern Richtung wohnt. Die untern Gottheiten gelangen aber hn 
Altmexikanischen alle als Sterndamonen , ala Tzitzimi me an den Hi mme,l , 
sodass auch in diesem Beispiel der direkte Zusammenhang mit dem 
Himmel gewahrt bleibt. Und in dieser selben Ideenvevbindung ist 
die Moglichkeit nicht von der Hand zu weiaen, dass der Hang meiner 
Indianer, fiir alle Gottheiten Opfergaben in Holilen niederzulegen* 
auf das Hinoingehen der Gestirne in die Erde zuriickfiilirt.^ 


IDOL-WORSHIP AMONG THE ARCTIC 
RACES OF EUROPE AND ASIA 

By DAVID MacRITCHIE. (Abstract) 

In his Lappoida, written in lb72,^ the Swedish professor, SehejBFei*, 
states that tlie Lapps of liis time worshipped three principal gods : 
(1) Thor, or Tiermes, ‘ the tliunderer ’ — otlierwise Aijeke, ‘ the ances- 
tor ’ ; (2) Storjunkar, ‘ the Great Lord ’ ; and (3) tfie Sun, Thor’s 
image was made of wood, and he was consequently known as ‘ the 
wooden god ’ (Muora Jubrncl). Storjunkar was rejiresented by a 
peculiar stone (or seiUi), for which reason he was called ‘ the stone 
god*. Of the Sun there was no image, but in the worship of the 
Sun the sacrificiial bones were arranged in a circle upon the altar. 
Scheffer adds his belief that the Sun was also incorporate in Thor, 
and that, therefore, the worsliip of Thor was at the same time the 
worship of tj^e Sun. 

The wooden image of Thor was always made of birch. ‘ Of tins 
wood,* says Scheffer, ‘ they make so many idols as they have sacrific^es, 
and whan they have dojie, they keep them in a cave by some hill 

' tiber die altmexikanische Astralreligion s. K. Th, Preuss in Schiele und 
Gunkel, Die Religion, in Vergangenheit und QegenwarU s. v. Moxiko. 

Naheres iiber die Astralreligion der drei Stamme s. voriaulig in meinen drei, 
einander erganzendeii zusammenfassenden Berichten, ZAachr, d, Ges, /. Erdkunde^ 
Berlin, 1908, S. 147 : Zischr. /. Ethndogie, xl, HK)8, S. 582 ; Archiv f. Religions^ 
wissenschaft, xi, 1908, S. .369 : und in den auf der Reiso abgefassten Berichten 
im OlohuBy Bd. xc, S. 69, 165 ; Bd. xci, S. 185 ; Bd. xcii, S. 155 ; Bd. xciii, S. 189 : 
Ztschr. /. Ethnol.^ Bd. xxxviii, 1906, S. 955 : Archiv /. Religionswissenschaft, ix, 
1906, S, 464. 

* The extracts here made are taken from the English translation, which was 
printed ‘ at the Theater in Oxford ’ in 1674. 
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side. The shape of them is very rude ; only at the top they are 
made to represent a man’s head.’ A rude block of this description 
is shown in Scheffer’s book ; and also a much more elaborate picture 
in wliich Thor’s image stands upon a table, or altar. The trunk is 
simply a block of wood, with sticks projecting on either side to 
represent arms. At the end of the right arm is fixed a mallet, intended 
for the hammer of Thor. Across the chest are cross-belts or bandoliers. 
The head is shai)ed to resemble a human head, with eyes, eyebrows, 
nose, and mouth. On either side of the skull arc two spikes, in 
accordance with Scheffer’s words : ‘ Into his head they drive a nail 
of iron or steeJ, and a small piece of flint to strike fire with, if he hath 
a mind to it.’ On the table, in front of the figure, is a plate of birch 
bark, containing portions of a sacrificed reindeer. Behind the figure 
are deers’ antlers, and round the base of the table are branches ‘ of 
birch and jfine ’. A Lapp kneels in adoration before the altar. 

Scheffer states that the Lapps make a new image to Thor every 
autumn, consecrating it by killing a reindeer, and smearing the idol 
\vitli its blood and fat. The skull, feet, and horns are placed beliind 
the image. The meat is partly eaten by the Lapps, and part is buried, 
together with the bones. 

Von Diiben, writing in 1873, gives a similar account. He also 
reproduces from a manuscript of 1671 a picture which is in close 
agreement witli Scheffer’s desca-iption. In it are represented three 
images of Thor on one table. Kiich image has a mallet attached to 
either arm, and the bodies are crossed by bandoliers on the waist 
as well as the chest. The heads are surrounded by haloes.^ Whether 
the idea of Thor and his hammer, and the name of Thor itself, ought 
to be regarded as of Lax)p origin, or as derived from more southern 
races, is a question which has been debated, but into which it is 
unnecessary to enter lu^re. 

The rites accompanying the worship of ‘ the stone god ’, or Stor- 
junkar, are very similar to those associated with ‘ the wooden god 
Storjunkar is represented by a stone — called a seita — usually an 
unworked stone happening to have a faint suggestion of k human 
or animal figure. Three examples of these may be cited ; one taken 
from a reindeer pasture and another from a stream, while a third 
(of white marble, witli a covering or cap of calcareous spar) was found 
in a small island, at a spot knowm to Lapp tradition as a place of 
sacrifice, wiiere many horns and bones were found. Sometimes the 
upper part of these stones was carved to resemble the head of a man 
or of an animal. 

* Om Lappland och Lapparne, by Gustaf von Diiben, Stockholm, 1873, 

p. 288 . 
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In referring to the worship of these wooden and stone gods, the 
Hon. John Abercromby remarks ^ ‘ TVie Samoyeds, Ostiaks, Voguls, 

and Lapps all smear the mouths of their idols with blood and fat.’ 
The Samoyeds in particular have preserved the worsliip of ' the 
wooden god vith the same rites as the Lapps. It is noteworthy 
that these two peoples are, or were, closely allied in language and 
manners. The Lapps, indeed, style themselves Sameh or Samelats. 
From the description given by an English voyager, Stephen Biirrough, 
in 1666, and from an old engraving which has come down to us from 
about the same period, it is evident that the Sainoyed \>orship of 
‘ the wooden god ’ corresponds exactly ith that of tlie Lapps. Bur- 
rough recounts how, on an island near Vaygatz, he saw ‘ a heap of 
Samoyed idols, which were in number above 300, tlie worst and the 
most unartificial work that ever I saw. The eyes and mouths of 
sundry of them were bloody, they had the shape of men, women, 
and children, very grossly wrought, and that which they had made 
for other parts was also sprinkled with blood. Some of their idols 
were an old stick with two or three notches, made with a knife, in it. 
There was one of their sleds broken, and lay by the heap of idols, 
and there I saw^ a deer’s skin which the fowls had spoiled ; and before 
certain of their idols blocks were made as high as their mouths, Ixing 
all bloody. I thought that to be the table whereon they offered 
their sacrifice.’ ^ 

The only salient difference between the w ooden g(xis of the Samoyeds 
and of the Laj)ps appears to be that the ‘ hammer of Thor ’ does 
not seem to be represented in any picture of the Samoyed idols. 
This circumstance goes far to support the belief that Thor’s hammer 
is a Teutonic intrusion in Lapland. 

Linschoten, in 1601, shows a specimen of a Samoyed idol which 
recalls Scheffer’s account of the w ockIcii stumps frequently w orshipped 
by the seventeenth-century Lapps. ‘ The shape of them is very 
rude,’ observes Scheffer (p, 40), ^ only at the top they are made to 
represent a man’s head.’ De la Martinierc records that, in 1653, 
he and Ifis comrades of the Danish exjHxlition discovered, in the 
territory adjoining Vaygatz Straits, a number of tree stumps rudely 
carved to resemble men ; and, before one of these, tw o savages w^ere 
seen kneeling in adoration. Shortly afterwards, on their way back 
to the sliips, the explorers saw' tw o otlu*r natives w orshipping a similar 
idol, of wliich he gives a picture. 

In 1876, Nordenskiold and liis comrade's of tlic Vega came across 
a recently used sacrificial site on the west coast of Yalmal, of w^liich 


^ Pre- and Proto-historic FinnSy Nutt, London, 1808, vol. i, p. 150. 
* Voyage of the Vega, vol. i, (Eng. Trans.). 
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he gives a picture. He thus describes the scene : ‘ On the top of the 
strand-bank was found a place of sacrifice, consisting of forty-five 
bears’ skulls of various ages placed in a heap, a large number of rein- 
deer skulls, the lower jaw of a walrus, &c. From most of the bears’ 
skulls the canine teeth were broken out, and the lower jaw was fre- 
quently entirely wanting. Some of the bones were overgrown with 
moss and lay sunk in the earth ; others had, as the adhering flesh 
showed, been placed there during the present year. In the middle 
of the heap of bones stood four erect pieces of wood. Tw^o consisted 
of sticks a metre in length with notches cut in them, serving to bear 
up the reindeer and bears’ skulls, wliich w^re partly placed on the 
points of the sticks, or hung up by means of the notches, or spitted 
on the sticks by four-cornered holes cut in the skulls. The two 
others, wdiich clearly were the proper idols of this place of sacrifice 
consisted of drift-wood roots, on which some carvings had been made 
to distinguish the eyes, mouth, and nose. The parts of the pieces 
of wood intended to represent the eyes and mouth had recently been 
besmeared with blood, and there still lay at the heap of bones the 
entrails of a newly-killed reindeer.’ ^ 

In 1878 the Swedish explorers found a similar sacrificial heap on 
Vaygat'z Island- 

In 1894 Mr. Frederick Jackson, in the course of his expedition 
to Franz-Josef Land, learned that the Sainoyeds of Vaygatz and the 
Great Tundra, at that date, were accustomed to sacrifice a reindeer 
to their god, killing the animal by slow degrees.^ 

From these references, then, it will be seen that the religious rites 
practised by the Lapps and by the Samoyeds of northern Russia 
and north-western Siberia were closely akin, if not actually identical. 
Analogous ceremonies could apparently be traced all along northern 
Asia as far as Japan. 

For example, the Giliaks of the Amoor region and*the Ainos of 
Sakhalin and Yezo worship the bear with rites closely resembling 
those already described. Von Siebold thus pictures the bear-feast of 
the Ainos : — ^ 

‘ The Ainos of Yeso usually celebrate this feast on a pleasant day 
in autumn. An elegant, wooden hut or bower is built outside the 
village, decked with branches, and inside on a wooden screen is 
fastened the head of a new ly- killed bear. Weapons and other precious 
articles are displayed as a show in the bear’s chapel, the inao [a willow- 
wand, shaved in a peculiar fashion] is set up inside and out, and in 
front of the chapel mats are spread, on which the Aino families delight 

* Op. cit., p. 207. 

* A Thousand Days in the Arctic ^ by Frederick G. Jackson, London, 1899, 
vol. i, pp. 21-2. 
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themselves with food and drink, and with singing and dancing. The 
principal dish is soup w-ith bear’s-meat, and the pleasant Japanese 
saki is their festal drink,’ ^ 

There are many Japanese pictures of the Aino bear-feast. In some 
of these the head of the newly-killed bear is shown, liaving the fur 
on- In others we see only the skull, oi* sometimes several skulls, 
placed on the top of a stick and surrounded with tlic sacred willow- 
wands. In these latter cases the scene recalls the Samoyed places 
of sacrifice portrayed by the Vega explorers. 

The Japanese themselves are interlinked with the Aino bear-feast; 
for Von Siebold states “ that they recognize in it a likeness to one 
of their own religious feasts. 

There are hints also tliat at some remote period the Japanese 
worshipped wooden pillars similar to those of Arctic Europe and 
Asia. Such is the opinion of Mr. W. G. Aston, who finds indications 
of “ a time when the gods of Japan were wooden posts carved at the 
top into a rude semblance of tlie human countenance. . . , In Corea, 
closely related to Japan, there are gods of tliis kind. The mile-posts 
there,’ he continues, ‘have their upper parts fashioned into the shape 
of an idol, to which some pompous title is given, and at a [certain 
specified] village ... I have seen a groii]) of a dozen or more of 
these pillar-gods, set up, I was told, as guardians to the inhabitants 
during an epidemic of small-pox.’ ^ 

It would be possible, no doubt, to extend these comparisons much 
more widely ; to such an extent, indeed, that any definite conclusion 
with regard to them would be very difficult. The statements which 
I have quoted, however, seem to denote that a cult of pillar-worsliip, 
and of religious rites performed before animals’ skulls fenced in by 
sacred branches, was, at one time or another, spread all over tin* 
northern regions of the Eurasian continent. 


* Quoted on p. 30 of my AItws^ P. W. M. Trap, Loidi'ii, 189J. 

^ See p. 30 of my Alnos. 

* Nihongi (Eng. trans., Supplement to the Japan vSoeiety’s Transactions^ 
Kcgan Paul, London, 1896), vol. i, p. 3, note 6. 
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THE CONCEPTION OF MANA 

By R. R. MARETT 

It is no part of my present design to determine, by an exhaustive 
analysis of the existing evidence, how the conception of mama is under- 
stood and applied within its special area of distribution, namely the 
Pacific region. Such a task pertains to Descriptive Ethnology ; and it 
is rather to a problem of Comparative Ethnology that I should like to 
call your attention. I propose to discuss the value — that is to say, the 
appropriateness and the fruitfulness — of cither this conception of 
warm or some nearly equivalent notion, such as the Huron orenda^ 
when selected by tlie science of Comparative Religion to serve as one 
of its categories, or classificatory terms of the widest extension. 

Now any historical science that adoj^ts the Comparative Method 
stands committed to the postulate that human nature is sufficiently 
homogeneous and uniform to warrant us in classifying its tendencies 
under formulae coextensive with the whole broad field of anthro- 
pological research. Though the conditions of their occurrence cause 
our data to apjicar highly disconnected, we claim, even if we cannot yet 
wholly make good, the right to bind them together into a single 
system of reference by means of certain general principles. By 
duly constructing such theoretical bridges, as Dr. Frazer is fond of 
calling them, we hoiJC eventually to transform, as it were, a medley 
of insecure, insignificant sandbanks into one stable and glorious 
Venice. 

So much, then, for our scientific ideal. But some sceptical champion 
of the actual may be inclined to ask : ‘ Arc examples as a matter of 
fact forthcoming, at any rate from within the particular department 
of Comparative Religion, of categories or general principles that, 
when tested by use, prove reasonably steadfast ? ’ To this challenge 
it may be replied that, even whi^n we limit ourselves to the case of 
what may be described as ‘rudimentary’ religion — ^in regard to which 
our terminology finds itself in the paradoxical position of having 
to grapple with states of mind themselves hardly subject to fixed 
terms at all — there are at all events distinguishable degrees of value 
to be recognized amongst the categories in current employment. 
Thus most of us will be agreed that, considered as a head of general 
classification, ‘ tahu * works well enough, but ‘ totem ’ scarcely so well, 
whilst ‘ fetich ’ is perhaps altogether unsatisfactory. Besides, there is 



5. Conception of Mana: Marctt 47 

at least one supreme principle that has for many yeans stood firm 
in the midst of these psychological quicksands. Dr. Tylor’s con- 
ception of ‘ animism ’ is the crucial instance of a category that success- 
fully applies to rudimentary religion taken at its widest. If our 
science is to be compared to a Venice held together by bridges, then 
‘ animism ’ must be likened to its Rialto. 

At the same time, ‘lest one good custom should corrupt the world,’ 
we need plenty of customs ; and the like holds true of categories. 
In what follows I may seem to be attacking ‘ animism in so far as 
I shall attempt to endow ‘ maink ’ with classificatory authority to some 
extent at the expense of the older notion. Let me, therefore, declare 
at the outset that I should be the last to wish our time-honoured 
Rialto to be treated as an obsolete or obsolescent structure. If I seek 
to divert from it some of the traffic it is not naturally suited to bear, 
I am surely offering it no injury, but a service. 

One word more by way of preface. There are those who dislike the 
introduction of native terms into our scientific nomenclature. The 
local and general usages, they object, tend to become confused. This 
may, indeed, be a real danger. On the other hand, are we not more 
likely to keep in touch with the obscure forces at work in rudimentary 
religion, if we make what use we can of the clues lying ready to hand 
in the recorded efforts of rudimentary reflect ion upon religion ? The 
mana of the Pacific may be said, I think, without exagge^ration to 
embody rudimentary reflection — to form a piece of subconscious philo- 
sophy. To begin with, the religious eye perceives the presence of 
mana here, there, and everywhere. In the next place, mana has worked 
its way into the very heart of the native languages, w here it figures as 
more than one part of speech, and abounds in secondary meanings 
of all kinds. Lastly, whatever the word may originally have signified 
(as far as I know, an unsettled question), it stands in its actual use 
for something lying more or less beyond the reach of the senses — some- 
thing verging on what we are wont to describe as the immaterial or 
unseen. All this, however, hardly amounts to a proof that 7nana 
has acquired in the aboriginal mind the full status of an abstract idea. 
For instance, whereas a Codrington might decide in comprehensive 
fashion that all Melanesian religion consists in getting mana for one- 
self,^ it is at least oj)en to doubt whether a Melanesian sage could have 
arrived, unassisted, at a generalization so abstract — a ‘ bird’s eye view ’ 
so detached from confusing detail. Nevertheless, we may well suspect 
some such truth as this to have long been more or less inarticulately 
felt by the Melanesian mind. In fact, I take it, there would have been 
small difficulty on Bishop Codringtoii’s part in making an intelligent 
native realize the force of liis universal proposition. What is the 

* R. H. Codrington, The Melanesians (Oxford, 1891), 119 w. 
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moral of this ? Sorely, that the science of ComparatiTO Religion 
should strive to explicate the meaning inherent in any given phase 
of the world’s religious experience in just those terms that would 
naturally suggest themselves, suppose the phase in question to be 
somehow quickened into self-consciousness and self-expression. Such 
terms I would denominate ‘ sympathetic ’ ; and would, further, 
hazard the judgement that, in the case of all science of the kind, its use 
of sympathetic terms is the measure of its sympathetic insight. Mana, 
then, I contend, has, despite its exotic appearance, a perfect right to 
figure as a scientific category by the side of tabu — a term hailing from 
the same geographical area — so long as a classificatory function of like 
importance can be found for it. That function let us now proceed, 
if so may be, to discover. 

Codrington defines mana, in its Melanesian use, as follows : ‘ a force 
altogether distinct from pliysical power, w hich acts in all kinds of 
ways for good and evil, and which it is of the greatest advantage to 
possess or control ’ ; or again he says : ‘ It is a power or influence, 
not physical, and in a way supernatural; but it shows itself in physical 
force, or in any kind of power or excellenc^e which a man possesses.’ 
It is supernatural just in this way, namely, that it is *■ Avhat works to 
effect everything whieli is ]>eyond the ordinary power of men, outside 
the common processes of nature.’ He illustrates his point by examples : 
‘ If a man has been successful in fighting, it has not been his natural 
strength of arm, quickness of eye, or readiness of resource that has w^on 
success ; he has certainly got the rriaiia of a spirit or of some deceased 
warrior to empower him, (jonveyed in an amulet of a stone round his 
neck, or a tuft of leav'^es in his belt, in a tooth hung upon a finger 
of his bow hand, or in the form of w'ords with which he brings super- 
natural assistance to his side. If a man’s i>igs multiply, and his 
gardens are productive, it is not because he is industrious and looks 
after his propei ty, but because of the stones full of maim for pigs and 
yams that he possesses. Of course a yam naturally grows when 
planted, that is well known, but it will not be very large unless maifm 
comes into play ; a canoe will not be swift unless mana be brought to 
bear upon it, a net will not catch many fish, nor an arrow inflict a 
mortal w ound.’ ^ 

From Polynesia comes much tlie same story. Tregear in his admir- 
able comparative dictionary of the Polynesian dialects ^ renders the 
word, which may be either noun or adjective, thus : ^ supernatural 
power ; divine authority ; having qualities w^hich ordinary persons 
or things do not possess.’ He seems to distinguish, however, what 

^ Codrington, op. cit., 118-20. 

• E. Tregear, The Ma>ori- Polynesian Comparative Dictionary (Wellington, 
N. Z., 1891), S.V. mana. 
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might be called a * secular ’ sense, in which the term stands generallv 
for ‘ authority \ or, as an adjective, for ‘ effectual, effective He 
cites copious instances from the various dialects to exemplify the 
supernatural mode of mana. Thus the word is applied, in Maori, to 
a wooden sword that has done deeds so wonderful as to possess a sanctity 
and power of its own ; in Samoan, to a parent who brings a curse on 
a disobedient child; in Hawaiian, to tlie g(xls, or to a man who by 
his death gives efficacy to an idol ; in Tongan, to whoever performs 
miracles, or bewitches ; in Mangarevan, to a magic staff given to a man 
by his grandfather, or, again, \o divination in general ; and so forth. 
In short its range is as wide as those of divinity and witchcraft taken 
together. If, on the other hand, we turn to what I have called the 
secular sense attributed to mana, as, for example, when it is used of 
a chief, a healer of maladies, a successful pleader, or the winner of a 
race, we perceive at once that the distinction of meaning holds good 
for the civilized lexicographer rather than for the unsophisticated 
native. The chief who can impose tabu, the caster-out of dist^ase- 
devils, and, in hardly less a degre^e, the man who can cxtu’cise the magic 
of persuasion, or wlio can command tlie luck which the most skilled 
athlete does not despise, is for tlie Polynesian mind not metaphorically 
‘ gifted ’ or ‘ inspired ’, but literally. Of course, as in Kurojie, so in 
Polynesia the coin of current usage may have become (lipped with 
laj^se of time. Thus Plato tells us that both the Spartans and the 
Athenian ladies of his day used to exclaim of any male person they 
happened to admire, 6uo^ ‘ what a divine man ! ’ ^ It need not 

surprise us, therefore, that in Mangarevan you may say of any number 
over forty manamanana — an " awful ’ lot, in fact. Such an exception, 
how^ever, can scarcely be allowed to count against the generalization 
that, throughout the Pacific region, inana in its essential meaning 
connotes what both C(xlringtoii and Tregear describe as the sui)er- 
riatural. 

Now mark the importance of this in view of the possible use t»f 
m/ina as a category of Comparative Religion. Comparative R(4igioi?, 
1 would maintain, at all events so long as it is seeking to grapple witli 
rudimentary or protoplasmic types of religious experience, must cast 
its net somewdiat widely. Its interest must embrace tlu^ whole of one, 
and, perhaps, for savagery the more considerable, of the two funda- 
mental aspects under which his experi(?nce or his universe (we ma^ 
express it either way) reveals itself to tlie rudimentary inlelJigc^nce of 
man. What to call this aspect, so as to preserve the flavour of the 
aboriginal notion, is a difficulty, but a difficulty of detail, ihe all- 
important matter is to establisli by induction that such an aspect is 
actually perceived at the level of exj>erience I have called ‘rudimentary , 

* Plato, Menn D. 
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Tills, I believe, can be done. I have, for instance, shown elsewhere 
that even the Pygmy, a person perhaps not overburdened with ideas, 
possesses in his notion of oudah^ an inkling of the difference that 
marks off the one province of experience from the other. Of course 
he cannot deal with oudah abstractly ; provinces of experience and 
the like are not for him. But I found that, when confronted with 
liarticular cases, or rather types of case, my Pygmy friend could 
determine with great precision whether ovddh was there or not. What 
practical results, if any, would be likely to flow from this effort of 
discernment my knowledge of Pygmy customs, unfortunately, does 
not enable me to say ; but I take it that the conception is not there 
for nothing. I shall assume, then, that an inductive study of the 
ideas and customs of savagery will show, firstly, that an awareness of 
a fundamental aspect of life and of the world, which aspect I shall 
provisionally term ‘ supernatural is so general as to be typical, and, 
secondly, that such an awareness is no less generally bound up with 
a specific group of vital reactions. 

As to the question of a name for this aspect, different views may 
be held. The term our science needs ought to express the bare mini- 
mum of generic being required to constitute matter for the experience 
which, taken at its highest, though by no means at its widest, we call 
' religious’. ‘ Raw^ material for good religion and bad religion, as well 
as for magic w^hite or black ’ — how are we going to designate that in a 
phrase ? It will not help us here, 1 am afraid, to cast about amongst 
native words. Putting aside oudah as too insignificant and too little 
understood to be pressed into this high service, I can find nothing 
more nearly adapted to the purpose than the Siouan tvakan or tvakanda ; 
of which McGee writes : ‘ tlie term may be translated into “mystery ” 
perhaps more satisfactorily than in [sic] any other single English word, 
yet this rendering is at the same time too limited, as tvakanda vaguely 
denotes also power, sacred, ancient, grandeur, animate, immortal.’* 
But when vagueness reaches this pitch, it is time, I think, to resort 
to one of our own more clear-cut notions. Amongst such notions 
that of * the supernatural ’ stands out, in my opinion, as the least 
objectionable. Of course it is our term ; that must be clearly under- 
stood. The savage has no w ord for ‘ nature ’. He does not abstractly 
distinguish between an order of uniform happenings and a higher 
order of miraculous happenings. He is merely concerned to mark 
and exploit the difference when presented in the concrete. As 
f yodrington says : ‘ A man comes by chance upon a stone which takes 

’ See ArUhropdogical E<smy8^ presented to Edward BwmM Tylor (Oxford, 
1907), 227. 

W. J. McGee, Fifteenth Annual Jteport of the U» 8. Bureau of Ethwdogy 
(Washington, 1898), 182. 
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his fancy ; its shape is singular, it is like something, it is certainly 
not a common stone, there must be ma'tia in it. So he argues with 
himself, and he puts it to the proof ; lie lays it at the root of a tree 
to the fruit of which it has a certain resemblance, or he buries it in the 
ground when he plants his garden ; an abundant crop on the tree or 
in the garden shows that he is right, the stone is mana, has that power 
in it.’ ^ Here, however, we have at all events the germs of our formal 
antithesis between the natural and the supernatural ; w hicli, by the 
w^ay, is perhaps not so nicelj^ suited to the taste of tlie advanced 
theology of our day that it would have much scruple about dedic ating 
the expression to the service of rudimentary religion. I should like 
to add that in any case the hinglish w^ord ‘ supernatural ’ seems to 
suit this context better than the word ‘ sacred LHdee, du sacre may 
be apposite enough in French, since sacre can stand either for ' holy ’ 
or for ‘ damned ’ ; but it is an abuse of the Knglish language to speak 
of the ‘sacredness’ of some accursed wizard. Hence, if our sciienc^e 
w^ere to take over the phrase, it must turn its back on usage in favour 
of etymology ; and then, I think, it would be found that the Latin 
SOMT merely amounts to tabu, the negative mode of the supernatural — 
a point to which I now' proceed. 

Tabu, as I have tried to prove elsewhere,^ is the negative mode 
of the supernatural, to which mana corresponds as the positive 
mode. I am not confining my attention to the use of these terms 
in the Pacific region,^ but am considering them as transformed, 
on the strength of their local use, into categories of world- 
wide application. Given the supernatural in any form there are 
always two things to note about it : firstly, that you are to be 
heedful in regard to it ; secondly, that it has power. The first 
may be called its negative character, the second its positive. 
Perhaps stronger expressions might seem to be required. Tabu, 
it might be argued, is not so much negative as prohibitive el- 
even minatory ; whilst mana is not merely positive but operative 
and thaumaturgic. The more colourless terms, however, are safer 
when it is a question of characterizing universal inodes of the super- 
natural. Given this wdde sense tabu simply implies that you must 

* Godrington, op. cit., 119. 

* Anthropological Essays (Oxford, 1907), 219 sqq. 

* Indeed, in Melanesia at all events, rongo answers more nearly to the purposii 
than does tambu {^tahu), since the latter always implies human sanction and 
prohibition. A place may, in fact, be tambu without being rongo, as when a 
secret society taboos the approaches to its lodge by means of certain marks, 
which are quite effectual as representing the physical force commanded by the 
association. So Codrington, op. cit., 77. Surely, however, every secret society 
possesses, or originally possessed, a quasi*religiou8 character, and as such would 
have mana at its disposal. 
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be heedful in regard to the supernatural not that you must be on your 
guard against it. The prohibition to haye dealings with it is not 
absolute ; otherwise practical religion would be impossible. The warn- 
ing is against casual, incautious, profane dealings. ‘ Not to be lightly 
approac^hed ’ is Codrington’s translation for the corresponding term 
used in the New Hebrides.^ Under certain conditions man may 
draw nigh, but it is w'cll for him to respect those conditions. Thus 
‘ prohibitive ’ and ‘ minatory ’ are too strong. Tabu^ as popularly 
used, may in a given context connote something like absolute 
prohibition, but in the universal application I have given to it can 
only represent the supernatural in its negative character — ^the super- 
natural, so to speak, on the defensive. 

We come now to mana. Here, again, we must shun descriptions 
that are too specific. Mana is often operative and thaumaturgic, 
but not always. Like energy, maria may be dormant or potential. 
Mana, let us remember, is an adjective as well as a noun, expressing 
a possession which is likeu ise a permanent quality. The stone that 
looks like a banana is and has mana, whether you set it working by 
planting it at the foot of your tree or not. Hence it seems enough 
to say that maim exhibits the supernatural in its positive capacity — 
ready, but not necessarily in act, to strike. 

At this point an important consideration calls for notice. Tabu 
and mana apply to tlie supernatural solely as viewed in what I should 
like to call its first, or existential, dimension. With its second^ or 
moral, dimension they liave nothing to do wlxatever. They register 
judgements of fact, as pliilosophers would say, not judgements of 
value ; they are constitutive categories, not normative. Thus what- 
ever is supernatural is indifferently tabu — perilous to the unwary ; 
but as such it may equally well be holy or unclean, set apart for 
Grod or abandoned to devil, sainted or sinful, cloistered or quarantined. 
Tliere is plenty of linguistic evidence to show that such distinctions 
of value arc familiar to the savage mind. Nor is it hard to see how they 
arise naturally out of the tabu idea. Thus in Melanesia everything 
supernatural is atonce/amfti^ undrmigo, words implying that it is fenced 
round by .sanctions human and divine ; but there is a stronger term 
buto meaning that the sanctions arc sptHually dreadful and thereupon 
becoming equivalent to ‘ abominable ’,2 where we seem to pass without 
a break from degree of intensity to degree of worth. Passing on to 
mana, we find exactly the same absence of moral significance. The 
mystic potentiality is alike for good and evil. Take, for example, 
two Samoan phrases found side by side in Tregear’s dictionary : ^ 

* Codringtoii, op. cit., 188 ; of. 181 # 

• Ibid., 31. 


’ Tregear, s,v« mana* 
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/a'a-mana, to show extraordinary power or energy, as in healing ; 
fa*a-tiianarnan4iy to attribute an accident or misfortune to supernatural 
powers. Or again, in Melanesia European medicine is called pei 
mana, but on the other hand there is likewise mana in the poisoned 
arrow.^ Similarly, orenda is power to bless or to curse ; and the 
same holds good of a host of similar native expressions, for instance, 
tmkan, qvbe, rmnitu, oki, not to go outside North America. Mean- 
while, in this direction also moral valuations soon make themselves 
felt. Thus in the Pacific rej^ion we have plenty of special words for 
witchcraft ; and in Maori mythology we even hear of a personified 
witchcraft Makutu dwelling w ith the w icked goddess Miru, of whom 
Tregear WTites : ‘ the unclean tapu was her pow'cr Or again, 

in Huron there is a w^ord otgon denoting specifically the malign and 
destructive exercise of ortnda ; and Hewitt notes the curious fact that 
the former term is gradually displacing the latter — as if, he observes, 
the bad rather than the good manifestations of supernatural power 
produced a lasting impression on the native mind.*^ Elsew^here^ I have 
given Australian examples of a similar distinction drawn between 
wonder-w^orking power in general, and a specifically noxious variety 
of the same, such as, for instance, the well-known arungquiliha of the 
Arunta. 

I have said enough, I trust, to show that there exists, deep-engrained 
in the rudimentary thought of the world, a (conception of a specific 
aspect common to all sorts of things and living beings, under which 
they appear at once as needing insulation and as endowed with an 
energy of high, since extraordinary, potential, — all this without any 
reference to the bearing of these facts on human welfare. In this 
connexion I would merely add that our stock antithesis between magic 
and religion becomes applicable only w hen we pass from this to th<c 
second or moral dimension of the supernatural. Presented in its 
double character of tabu and mami tl)e supernatural is not moral or 
immoral, but simply unmoral. It is convenient to describe its sphen* 
as that of the magico-religious ; but strictly speaking it is that which 
is neither magical nor religious, since these terms of valuation have 
yet to be superinduced. I am aw’are that the normative function of 
these expressions is not always manifest, that it is permissible to speak 
of false religion, white magic, and so on. But, for scientific purposes 
at any rate, an evaluatory use ought, I think, to be assigned to this 
historic disjunction, not merely in view of the usage of civilized society, 
but as a consequence of that tendency to mark off by discriminative 

• Codrington, op. cii., 198, 308, 

• Tregear, s.vv. MakviUy Miru. 

^ J. N. B. Hewitt, The American Anthropologist (1902), N.S. iv. 37 n. 

• Anthropological Essays^ 225 sqq. 
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epithets the good and the bad superaaturalisms, the kingdoms of 
Gk>d and of the Devil, which runs right through the hierological lan- 
guage of the world. 

The rest of this paper will be concerned with a more perplexing, 
and hence, probably, more controversial, side of the subject. Put in 
a nutshell the problem is the following : How does ‘ animism * fit into 
the scheme ? Is the supernatural identical with the spiritual, and 
is mana nothing more or less than spiritual power ? Or, on the con- 
trary, are mana and ‘ soul ’ or ‘ spirit ’ categories that belong to 
relatively distinct systems of ideas — do the two refuse to combine ? 

As regards this latter question, our minds may quickly be set at rest. 
Somehow these categories do manage to combine freely, and notably 
in that very Pacific region where mana is at home. The Melanesian 
evidence collected by Codrington is decisive. Wherever marm is 
found — and that is to say, wherever the supernatural reveals itself — 
this rmma is referred to one of three originating sources, namely, 
a living man, a dead man’s ghost, or a ‘ spirit ’ ; spirits displaying 
one of two forms, that of a ghostlike appearance — as a native put it, 
‘something indistinct, with no definite outline, grey like dust, vanishing 
as soon as looked at ’ ^ — or that of the ordinary corporeal figure of a 
man. Other manifestations of the supernatural are explained in 
terms of these three, or rather the last tw^o, agencies. A sacred animal, 
or again, a sacred stone, is one which belongs to a ghost or spirit, or 
in which a ghost or spirit resides.^ Can we say, then, that ‘ animism ’ 
is in complete possession of the field 't With a little stretching of the 
term, I think, we can. Ghosts and spirits of ghostlike form are 
obviously animistic to the core. Supernatural beings of human 
and corporeal form may perhaps be reckoned by courtesy as spirits ; 
though really we have here the rudiments of a distinct and alternative 
development, namely anthropomorphic theism, a mode of conception 
that especially appeals to the mythological fancy. Finally, animism 
can be made without much trouble to cover the case of the living 
man w ith mmui. If a man has mana, it resides in his ‘ spiritual part ’ ** 
or ‘ soul’, wliich after his death becomes a ghost. Besides, it appears, 
no man has this powder of himself ; you can say that he has mawi 
with the use of the substantive, not that he is mana^ as you can say 
of a ghost or spirit. This latter ‘puts the mana into the man’ {manag 
— a causative verb) or ‘inspires’ him ; and an inspired man will even 
in speaking of himself say not ‘ I ’ but ‘ we tw^o There seems, how- 
ever, to be a certain flaw in the native logic, involving what comes 

* Codrington, op. cit., 151. 

* Ibid., 178 sqq. 

Ibid., 191. 

* Ibid., 191, 210, 153. 
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perilously near to argument in a circle. Not every man has mana, 
nor every ghost ; ^ but the soul of a man of power becomes as such 
a ghost of power, though in his capacity of ghost he has it in greater 
force than when alive.* On tlie ground of this capacity for earning, 
if not enjoying, during life the right to be rnana, I have ventured 
provisionally to class the living man with the ghost, and the spirit 
as an independent owner of mana ; but it is clear that, in defiance of 
logic, animism has contrived to ‘ jump the claim ’. 

Having thus shown in the briefest Avay that mana and ‘ animism ’ 
can occur in combination, I proceed to the awkward task of determining 
how, if treated as categories applicable to rudimentary religion in 
general, they are to be provided each with a classificatory function 
of its own. Perhaps the 8imple.st way of meeting, or rather avoiding, 
the difficulty is to deny that ‘ animism ’ is a category that belongs 
intrinsically to our science at all. Certainly it might be said to pertain 
more properly to some interest wider than the magico-religious, call 
it rudimentary philosophy or what we will. It makes no difference 
whether we take animism in the vaguer Spencerian sense of the attribu- 
tion of life and animation — an attitude of mind to which I prefer to 
give the distinguishing name of ‘ atiimatism ’ — or in the more exact 
Tylorian sense of the attribution of soul, ghost, or ghost-like spirit. 
In either case we are carried far beyond the bounds of rudimentary 
religion, even when magic is made co-partner in the system. There 
is obviously nothing in the least supernatural in being merely alive. 
On the other hand, to have soul is, as we have seen, not necessarily 
to have mana here or hereafter. The rudimentary philosoiihy of 
Melanesia abounds in nice distinctions of an animistic kind as follows. 
A yam lives without intelligence, and therefore has no tarunga or 
‘ soul A pig has a tarunga and so likewise has a man, but with 
this difference that when a pig dies ho has no tindalo or ‘ ghost ’, but 
a man’s tarunga at his death becomes a tindalo. Even so, however, 
only a great man’s tarunga becomes a tindalo witli mana, a ‘ ghost of 
worship ’, as Codrington renders it. Mcanw'hile, as regards a vui or 
’ spirit ’, its nature is apparently the same as that of a soul or at any 
rate a human soul, but it is never without mana.^ Thus only the 
liigher grades of this animistic hierarchy rank as supernatural beings ; 
and you know them for what they are not by their soul-like nature, 
but by the mana that is in them. 

It remains to add that mana can come very near to meaning ‘ soul ’ 
or ‘ spirit ’, though without the connotation of wraith-like appearance. 

* Codrington, op. cit., 119, 12.5,258; but 176 shows that even the burying- 
places of common people are so far sacred that no one will go there without due 
cause. 

• Ibid., 268. 


Ibid., 249 ; cf. 123-0. 
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Tregear supplies abundant evidence from Polynesia.^ Mana from 
meaning indwelling power naturally passes into the sense of ‘intel- 
ligence ‘ energy of character,’ ‘ spirit ’ ; and the kindred term 
manaim (manava) expresses ‘ heart ‘ the interior man,’ ‘ conscience,’ 
‘ soul ’ ; whilst various other compounds of mana between them yield 
a most complete psychological vocabulary — words for thought, 
memory, belief, approval, affection, desire, and so forth. Meanwhile, 
ma7ui alwayvS, I think, falls short of expressing ‘ individuality ’• Though 
immaterial it is perfectly transmissible. Thus only last week a corre- 
spondent wrote to me from Simbo in the Solomon Islands to say 
that a native has no objection to imparting to you the words of a mana 
song. The mere knowledge will not enable you to perform miracles. 
You must pay liim money, and then ipso facto he will transmit the 
mana to you — as we should say, the ‘goodwill’ of the concern. On the 
other hand, animism lends itself naturally to this purpose. It is true 
that there is often very little individuality attaching to the nameless 
spirit (vui) that may enter into a man. But the ghost {tindalo) that 
inspires you is apt to retain its full selfhood, so that the possessed one 
speaks of ‘ we two — so-and-so and I ’. 

I conclude, then, that nmna, or rather the tabu-mana formula, has 
solid advantages over animism, when the avowed object is to found 
what Dr. Tylor calls ‘ a minimum definition of religion ’. Maim is 
coextensive with the supernatural ; animism is far too wide. Mana 
is always mana, supernatural pow er, differing in intensity — in voltage, 
so to speak — but never in essence ; animism splits up into more or 
less irreducible kinds, notably ‘ soul ‘ spirit,’ and ‘ ghost ’. Finally, 
mana, w^hilst fully adapted to express the immaterial — the unseen 
force at work behind the seen — yet, conformably with the incoherent 
state of rudimentary reflection, leaves in solution the distinction 
between personal and impersonal, and in particular does not allow' 
any notion of a high individuality to be precipitated. Animism, on 
the other hand, tends to lose touch with the supernatural in its more 
impersonal forms, and is not well suited to express its transmissibility 
nor indeed its immateriality ; but, by way of compensation, it can 
in a specialized form become a means of representing supernatural 
agents of high individuality, whenever the social condition of mankind 
is advanced enough to foster such a conception. 

This last consideration paves the way for a concluding observation. 
Throughout I have been in search of classificatory categories applic- 
able to rudimentary religion as a w^hole. In other words, I have 
assumed that the subject is to be treated as if it represented a single 
level of experience, and, moreover, that the treatment is to limit 
itself to the work of classifying — that is, arranging the facts under 
* Trcgear, op. cit., s.vv. mana, manawa. 
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synoptic headings. Now such, I think, must be the prime object of 
our science at its present stage of development. We must not try 
to move too fast. Some day, however, when our knowledge is fuller 
and better organized, we may hope to be able to deal with the history 
of religion genetically — to exhibit the successive stages of a continuous 
process of orthogenic or central evolution, whilst making at the same 
time full allowance for the thousand and one side-shoots of the wide- 
spreading family-tree of human culture. Now when it comes to 
exhibiting genesis, it may well be, 1 think, that, along certain lines 
of growth, and perhaps alonfe the central line itself, muiim will at 
a certain point have to give way to one or another type of animistic 
conception. Where marked individualities tend to be lacking in 
society, as in Australia, there it will be found that the supernatural 
tends normally to be apprehended under more or less impersonal 
forms. This holds true even within the strict habitat of the ma'im 
doctrine. Thus in the New Hebrides, where tlie culture is relatively 
backw^ard, the prevailing animistic conception is that of the vui or 
‘ spirit ’, a being often nameless, and, at the best, of vague personality. 
On the other hand, in tlie Solomon Islands, w here the culture is more 
advanced, the religious interest centres in the lindalo mana or ghost 
of power — the departed soul of some well-known individual.^ In 
effect, hero-worship has, with the evolution of the hero, superinduced 
itself upon some sort of polydaemonism redolent of democracy. But 
I refrain from further speculations about religious evolution. They 
are tempting, but, in the present state of our knowledge, hardly edifying. 
1 would merely add, glancing forw ards for a moment from rudimentary 
religion to w hat we call ‘ advanced \ tliat to the end animism never 
manages to drive the more impersonal conceptions of the supernatural 
clean out of the field. The ‘ ghost clearly, does not hold its own 
for long. Anthropomorphic theism, on the other hand, a view that 
is bred from animatism rather than from animism proper, dominates 
many of the higher creeds, but not all. Buddhism is a standing 
example of an advanced type of religion that exalts the impersonal 
aspect of the divine. It is, again, especially noticeable how* a thinker 
such as Plato, with all his interest in soul, human personality, and 
the subjective in general, hesitates between a personal and an imper- 
sonal rendering of the idea of God. l^lius the ambiguity that lies 
sleeping in maria would seem to persist to some extent even when 
religious experience is at its most self-conscious. In the meantime 
all religions, low and high, rudimentary and advanced, can join in 
saying with the Psalmist that ‘ power belongeth unto God *. 


* Codrington, op. eit., 122. 
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FUNERARY CUSTOMS AND ESCHATO- 
LOGICAL BELIEFS OF THE ASSAM HILL 

TRIBES 

By T. C. HODSON. (Abstract) 

The methods of disposing of tlie dead as observed among the Hill 
Tribes of Assam (Naga, Kuki, and Khasi) include cremation, sepulture, 
mummification, simple and elaborate desiccatory processes, and tree 
exposure. Combinations of these methods are found, and mortuary 
ritual is notably affected by considerations (1) of the social status of 
the deceased, and (2) of the manner of his death. Death, whatever 
its mode, puts the tribal nerves on the stretch, and affects the com- 
munal life, as is proved by the correlated variations of the gennas 
or communal tabus. The gemia ordinances, which constitute the 
unwritten code of these forms of society, rest upon vague indefinite 
fear of mysterious misfortunes that ensue, automatically, without 
animistic intermediaries, from their violation. In another aspect 
they rest also upon the thought that not always nor of necessity does 
the sinner bear the consequences of his sin, thus making it the business 
of each to see that his neighbour keeps the law. These features are 
characteristic and symptomatic of a stage of religious thought prior 
to that of animism as defined by Dr. Tylor. The dominant feature is 
a haunting fear of the mysterious, the extra-natural, a fear which 
draws examples from experience of the essential connexion between 
sin (in the sense of breaches, by accident or intent, of the communal 
law) and sickness and death. The occurrence of one such misfortune, 
of one such ‘ extra-natural ’ case of death, excites in their minds a 
lively dread of an immediate repetition of the event, even, perhaps, 
with some superadded terror. Thus, in this area with its extra- 
ordinary^range of cultural development, mortuary ritual on the one 
hand and eschatological belief on the other are alike informed by pre- 
animistic as well as by animistic concepts. Those and only those 
are immediately severed from the living (as is effected or symbolized 
by a solemn communal rite), are believed to be for ever immured in 
safe keeping elsewhere, and denied all hope of rebirth — ^in a word, 
are treated as and believed to be really dead — ^whose manner of 
death is due to an extra-natural, yet none the less to them intelligible, 
cause. Hence at a stage of religious experience where pre-animistic 
elements are conspicuous, we discern the root of the vivifying doctrine 
that ‘ the wages of sin is death 
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THE VEDDA CULT OF THE DEAD 

By C. G. SELIGMANN 

The basis of the Vedda religion is the cult of the dead, and the 
Vedda point of view can be best approached by considering the 
customs observed when a death takes place. Wlieii a man, woman, 
or child dies, the body is left in the cave or rock shelter in which death 
from sickness occurs. The body is not washed, dressed, or ornaiueuted 
in any way whatever, but is allowed to lie in the natural supine 
position and is covered ovei* with leaves and braiu^iies. One grou]) 
of Veddas, the wildest, agreed that a large stone was plac ed ui)on 
the chest of the dead man. This was said to be an old (uistom, and 
no reason could be given for it. As soon as tliese matters w ere attended 
to — and it seemed that they were carried through as quickly as possible 
after death — the small community would leave the cave in w^liich 
the death had occurred, and avoid it for along time. It w as sometimes 
stated that they would never return, but I know of at least two 
cases in wliich sons returned after many years to the cave in which 
their fathers died. It was always difficult to obtain even a crude 
estimate of the lapse of time betwecui events, but there was some 
reason to believe that in one of these two instanc es the shelter in 
which the death occurred w as left untenanted for about twelve years. 
In any event it is certain that Veddas did in time return to caves 
in w'hich a death had occurred, and that, if any bones were left, no 
difficulty was made about picking these up and (tasting them into 
the jungle,^ 

It should be mentioned that no fire was lit near the (*orpse nor w ater 
left by it when the living deserted the cave. 

Among the majority of Veddas, including the two wildest groups, 
there is no avoidance of any of the property of the dead man, and 

^ This accords with* what tho Drs. Sarasin say of i>artialiy civilized 
Veddas: ‘We never found the least difficulty when collecting skeletons. They 
[the Veddas] were alwayw ready to show us the place in which . . . they had 
buried. When we proceeded to dig up the skeleton, they for the most pari 
looked on with interest and without showing the least sign of excitement, and 
when it was necessary to pick all the small hand and feet bones out of the sandy 
soil, they were perfectly ready to assist in this. We were always w illingly told who 
the person who was buried in a particular siK>t was. The place of burial was 
always shown us by the relatives of the deceased . . - Thus in Mudugala, near 
Omuni, a father showed us the grave of his daughter, and in the Nilgala district 
a son led us to the grave of his father.’ - Die Weddas von Ceylon, p. 494. 
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the contents of liis betel bag would be eaten directly after his death ; 
but among the members of another group of Veddas, who must be 
regarded as pure blooded although their system of magic shows 
Sinhalese influence, the betel bag, unless it were a very good and 
new one, w ould be left with the corpse, and in any case its contents 
w ould not be eaten, but left near the dead man. The betel-nut cutter 
and lime box w hich during life w ere alw ays carried in the bag, would 
not be left in the cave with the corpse, but, before they were used by tlie 
living, measures were taken of which the avowed design was to render 
them harmless when used by the surViving relatives. Thus the old 
headman of the Henebedda Veddas exposed his father’s lime box 
and betel (^utters under a bush for a period w hich was certainly longer 
than ten but probably less than thirty days. It was necessary to do 
this since, if these objects had been used immediately, the individuals 
using them might and probably would have contracted the same 
illness as that from w hich the dead man suffered ; and, on further 
questioning, the old man explained that the yaka producing the illness 
from which his father had died, would, for some time and in mnv* 
way which he could not define, remain connected wdth the chewing 
apparatus wliich the dead man had used constantly during his last 
illness. 

Among the village Veddas of Omuni (who have much Sinhalese 
blood in their veins though in culture they appear to owe more to 
the Tamils of the l^ast coast than to the Sinhalese), it w^as stated 
that the betel pouch and its contents would be buried beneath the 
head of the dead man and a coconut shell of w ater placed by his side. 
These people, who — as Tennent records — settled dowm some seventy 
years ago, knew only of leaving the body in the cave as a custom 
practised long ago by their ancestors ; and there is no doubt that the 
adults of the present generation have seen nothing except burial in 
graves, probably conducted in much the same manner as that practised 
by the surrounding peasant Sinhalese.' 

The Ornuni Veddas mentioned two interesting points as regaids 
this burial. It should not take place in the immediate neighbourhood 
of any of Uieir scanty and primitive cherui cultivations, and the grave 
should be beyond shouting distance from the village. 

To sum up : the speed with w hich the site of death is deserted 
must be taken to indicate that, apart from the disgust aroused by 
decomposition, there is something noxious to the living about the 
process of dissolution ; but so far the nature of this noxious element 
is not clear. 

When attempt is made to discover the nature of the noxious influence, 
the usual answer given is to the effect that ‘ if we stayed where a 
* Tennent, Ceylon. London, 1859, vol. ii, pp. 446-7. 
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death has occurred we sliould be pelted witli stones’. Further 
questions made it clear that in many instances tliere was no definite 
idea that some part of the dead man was the active agent in tlie stone- 
throwing ; on the other hand some Veddas— and tliese as far as 
I could judge were some of the least contaminated — definitely believed 
that it w^as the spirit or yaka (fern, yakini, pi. yaku) of the dead man 
who would cause stones to rain on anybody staying near tlie corpse. 
It must, however, be noted that stonc-throv\ ing was on man\’ o('(‘asions 
described as the method by which these yahn (using the term in 
its broadest sense, and by no fneans limiting it to the s])irits of tlie 
recent dead) showed their displeasure. I may cite an (‘xainple \\hi(*h 
occurred in that part of the Llva jungle known as Henebedda. One 
night between eleven and twelve 1 was startled by a deep groaning 
sound of very considerable volume, wliicli was imim^diately followed 
by an outcry from the caves some two hundred yards away, in w hich 
the Veddas w^ere living. Neither then noi* the ru^xt day could I ascci - 
tain the cause of the noise. The Veddas, however, had no doubt on 
the subject, but described it as stone-throwing and stated that a 
number of yaku must have been annoyed with our proceedings on 
the previous day, wdien, after going through the kirikoraha ceremony 
over a fine buck which one of tliem had shot the night before, they 
w ere tempted to show' us some part of the kolarnadua ceremony w ithout 
providing the proper gifts for the yaku invoked on tliat oeeasiorn 
They pointed out that it was tliese— the yaku of long-dead Veddas — 
w ho hod manifested their displeasure by stone-throw ing, though they 
all admitted that no one had seen the stoiUNS throw n or could point 
out the stones with w^liich the alleged bombardment had been effected. 
This, combined wuth the fact that a minority of Veddas frankly admit 
that the cause of leaving the site where death lias occurred is fear 
of the yaka of the deceased, seems to ])oint to tlie w hole pro(?ess of 
desertion being due to fear of the spirit of the rei^eiitly dead, which 
for a short but indefinite time seems to be thought of as existing 
near the body it has left, though it was lu^ver possible to discover 
that this w^as a clearly formulated belief. 

It appeared that, properly speaking, the word yaka, should not 
be applied to the spirit of the dead for the first four or five da\'s after 
death. At times the w'ord prana kariya would be used foi* the spirit 
of a recently dead person, "before it had attained the condition implied 
by the term yaka. Among Veddas who had eomo to some slight 
extent under Sinhalese or Tamil influence, tluTo was no doubt as to 
how the spirit spent the greater part of the first five or seven days 
after death. This matter will shortly be alluded to ; but to make 
clear this part of the yaka beliefs of the Veddas it is first ru^cessary to 
consider some of the ceremonies iii which yaku are invokexl. 
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The attitude of the Veddas to the spirits of their departed, when 
these have assumed the condition of yaku, may be first considered. 
As each Vedda community consists of a small number of families 
who, since cousin marriage prevails, are doubly related by blood and 
marriage, the yaku of the recent dead, called collectively the Ne Yaku, 
are supposed to stand towards the surviving members of the group 
in the liglit of friends and relatives who, if w ell treated, will continue 
to show' lovingkindness to their survivors, and only, if neglected, 
w ill show disgust and anger by withdraw ing their assistance or even 
becoming actively hostile. Hence it irf generally considered necessary 
to present an offering to the newly dead, usually w^ithin a week or 
tw o of a death having taken place ; but a few' Veddas stated that 
they w ould not hold a, Ne Yaku ceremony until they specially required 
the help of the yaku, or \int5l misfortune threatened or had overtaken 
them. 

Among most Vcnldas the offering must consist of cooked rice and 
(^ocwnit niilk, the food that every Vedda esteems above all other; 
but betel hiaves and arena nut are often added, and the oldest survivor 
of a small group of " w ild ’ Veddas stated that this offering would in 
the old days liav(^ consisted of yams and water, if, as was often the 
(;ase, coconuts and ri(*e (;ou)d not be obtained. In each community 
there is one man, (tailed kapurale or dugganawa, who has the power 
and knowledge re(|uisite to t^all the yaku; and in the ceremony of 
presenting the offering calked Ne Yaku Nataymwa (literally, the dancing 
of the Ne Yaku) this man calls upon the yaka of the recently dead 
man to come and take the offering. The kapurale (w'ho may con- 
veniently be spoken of as the shaman; I shall use this term during 
the rest of tJie paper) becomes possessed by the yaka of the dead 
man, w ho speaks througli the mouth of the shaman in hoarse, guttural 
accents, stating that he approves the offering, that he will assist his 
kinsfolk in hunting, and often stating the direction in w^hich the next 
hunting party should go. Besides the sliaman, one or more of the near 
relatives of the dead man may become possessed; but this, though 
common, is not invariable. The yaka leaves the shaman soon after he 
has promised his favour and success in hunting, the shaman often col- 
lapsing as the spirit goes, and in any case appearing in an exceedingly 
exhausted state for a few' minutes. He soon, however, comes round ; 
whereupon he and all those present, constituting the men, women, 
and children of the group, eat the offering, usually on the spot on which 
the invocation took place, though this is not absolutely necessary. 
It was clear that this eating of food which had been offered to the 
yaku was an act of communion, and an essential part of the ceremony 
which was thought to bring health and good fortune ; for some com- 
munities even anointed the heads of their dogs with the milk of the 
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offering, explaining that this was done because of their value. In one 
jVe Yaku ceremony the shaman fed the nearest relatives of the dead 
man immediately after the yaka left him, liolding the bowl containing 
the offering to their mouths; while, among the wildest Veddas we 
encountered, not only did the shaman while still possessed feed the 
children of the group from the bowl and smear tJie milk over their 
faces, but a number of members of the group, inchiding the grand- 
children of the dead man w^hose yaka possessed the shaman at the 
time, placed a small portion of the offering in the shaman’s mouth. 

The above account is an outline of the simplest (and probably a 
degenerate) form of death (jeremony, but usually the matter is com- 
plicated by an invocation of certain yaku other than the Ne Yaku, 
Many generations ago there lived a Vedda called Kande Wanniya, 
a mighty hunter, who on his death became Ivande Yaka and under 
this name is constantly invoked to give sikh^^'ss in hunting. With 
Kande Yaka is also associated his younger brotluu’, Bilinde Yaka, 
who was killed by Kande Yaka in a tit of temper, and w ho, according 
to another version, is not the brother but the brother-in-law^ of Kande 
Yaka. Now Kande Yaka and often Bilinde Yaka are usually invoked 
at the beginning of a Ne Yaku ceremony, and it was pointed out at 
different times by a number of our informants that the Ne Yaku 
could not come to the offering unless accjompanied by Kande Yaka, 
who was even spoken of as bringing the Ne. Yaku with him; in fact 
many Veddas stated that the Ne Yaku go to Kande and become his 
attendants. This was borne out by the fact that in tw o death dances 
seen (one held for a man who had died seven days previously, the 
other performed to show' us the ceremony) Kande and Bilinde Yaka 
were invoked and possessed the shaman and gave signs of their favour 
to the group of Veddas present, before the shaman became possessed 
by the Ne Yaku, Further, many of my informants, espe(*ially the 
less sophisticated, pointed out that soon aftei- death the spirits of the 
deceased resorted to Kande Yaka in order to obtain liis permission 
to accept offerings from their living relatives, and to obtain power 
from him to assist them in return for their offc^rings or to injure them 
in the event of their bad behaviour. Tims Kande Yaka, who is of 
special assistance in hunting, becomes lord of the dead ; but in spite 
of this it was clear that as regards help in getting game Kande Yaka 
the spirit scarcely differed from Kande Wanniya, the mighty hunter, 
still living and showing kindness and helpfulness towards the people 
among whom he dwelt. 

The method of invocation of the yaku, is essentially the same in 
all Vedda ceremonies ; an invocation is sung by the shaman and often 
by the onlookers, while the shaman slowly dances, usually round 
the offering that has been prepared for the yaku. Sometimes the 
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invocations are quite * appropriate and consist either of straight- 
forward appeals to the yaka invoked for help, or recite the deeds 
and prowess of the yaka when he too was a man, as when Kande Yaka 
is addressed as ‘ continuing to go from hill to hill [who] follows up the 
traces from footprint to footprint of excellent sambhur deer But 
at other times the charms seem singularly inappropriate ; probably in 
many of these instances they are merely the remains of oli Sinhalese 
charms that are not only displaced from their proper position and 
function, but have become mangled in the process, and have become 
incomprehensible in the course of timei As the charm is recited over 
and over again, the shaman dances more and more quickly, his voice 
becomes hoarse, and he soon becomes possessed by the yaka\ and 
although he does not lose consciousness and can co-ordinate his move- 
ments, he nevertheless does not retain any clear recollection of what 
he says and only a general idea of the movements he has performed. 
Most sincere practitioners whom I have interrogated agreed that, 
although they never entirely lost consciousness, they were at times 
near doing so, and that they never fully appreciated what they said 
when possessed, while at both the beginning and end of possession 
they experienced a sensation of nausea and vertigo, and the ground 
seemed to rock and sway beneath their feet. Again, I do not think 
there could be any doubt as to the non-volitional nature of the posses- 
sion by the yaka of the bystanders -“-near relatives of the dead man — 
which took place during the Ne Yaku ceremony ; although there was 
nothing about the general beliaviour of any of the Veddas with whom 
I came in contact that suggested a specially neurotic or hysterical 
tendency. 

The strong desire for, and tluj belief in the possibility of, companion- 
ship and communion witli the kindly dead on appropriate occasions 
seems sufficient to ex])lain the phenomena of possession among the 
Veddas, especially as it was also thought that in a general way the 
shamans might be expected to be lucky on account of their communion 
with the yaku. Many instances occurred which showed how' strong 
w as the feeling of good fellowship which the living had for the spirits 
of their dead. Thus at Sitalaw anniya, on the occasion of the perform- 
ance of a Ne Yaku ceremony got up at our request, Handuna, the 
shaman and leading man in the small community, volunteered the 
statement that he and his people w'ere delighted to hold the ceremony, 
since it w as seldom that they w ere able to offer their Ne Yaku such food 
as that provided by us. Again, after his own father had been invoked 
and had expressed his unqualified pleasure at the good things provided 
for him, there w^as some discussion as to further dancing, because the 
dancer really felt exhausted, but all urged the continuation of the 
ceremony, since there were other yaku who might well be invoked 
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on an occasion when an unusually plenteous supply of food was pro- 
vided for them. Again, in the ceremony which ensured the safe taking 
of rock honey it was explained that every male member of the little 
community must perform this dance, since only thus could they 
certainly expect to share in the benefits to be reaped from the goodwill 
of the yaku, ; but the best example of the feeling of affectionate regard 
and of kindly good fellowship existing between the living and the 
dead is the end of the invocation on the occasion of the Ne Yaku 
ceremony at Sitalawanniya ; for surely there can be no closer com- 
munion between the quick ahd the dead than that implied in the 
invocation, which is fully carried into effect by every member of the 
community sharing in the food that has been offered to the yaku : — 

Salutation ! Salutation ! Part [of our] relatives ! Kinsfolk ! 
Having called [you] in time (i.e. at the right time) [we] gave you 
white rice. [You] eat [and] drink. Do not think any wrong (i.e. do 
not form an unfavourable opinion of us). We also eat and drink 
[the same food]. 

The favours asked of the yaku are primarily their assistance in the 
quest for game and honey, in return for which, besides being given 
the food to which they are called, they are promised a share of the 
kill or of the honey they have assisted to procure. Thus at Galmcde 
the Ne Yaku were invoked as follows for success in hunting : — 

Salutation ! Malpennae loanna^ To-day [I] have no livelihood. 
[You] must give to-day biubatu (i.e. wild bringal). [You] must allow 
the four-footed persons (i.e. dogs) to catch iguanas. Having roasted 
[part] of them in an hour (i.e. the Sinhalese hour of twenty minutes) 
I will make [and] give [you] in proof [of it] a charcoal meat altar 
(i.e. meat roasted over charcoal will be offered). This very night 
[you] must grant [me] power to obtain livelihood ! 

Again before seeking honey the assistance of the yaku was also 
sought : — 

Lord ! New Goddess ! to-day [you] must show [me] a beehive. 
Having chopped [it out] I will hide it. 

This was understood as a promise of honey to the yakini whose aid 
is sought, and seems to hint that the hunter and the yakini will share 
the comb. It is not usual to speak of the Ne Yaku as new gods, 
but they are often spoken of as alutyaku (new yaku), and among some 
Veddas the bower built for them is styled the alutyakagama (town- 
ship of the new yaka). 

At Dambani among the Village Veddas the appeal was even simpler 
and more direct : — 

Our father who went to the other world, come to this world. 

* The meaning of these words is quite uncertain. 
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Accept (?) rice* Place [for us] the sambhur, place [for us] the axis 
deer, accept(?) this basil leaf. Come very quickly, accept (?) [this] 
rice, accept (?) [this] rock honey, accept (?) [this] betel leaf. Place 
for us the sambhur, place [for us] the axis deer. Come very quickly.^ 

Arrows play a considerable part in the Vedda cult, but, on account 
of the time limit, I shall restrict myself to describing the use of the 
ceremonial arrows, called aiide, employed in the invocation of Kande 
Yaka, Bilinde Yaka, and the Ne Yaku, These ceremonial arrows 
have a blade some 8 to 18 inches long, which is usually hafted into 
a handle often considerably shorter than the blade, and which is some- 
times covered with incisions so roughly executed that they scarcely 
form a pattern. These, though possibly to some extent decorative 
in intention, are certainly not so in fact; so that perhaps they are 
only there to serve the useful purpose of preventing the hand from 
slipping.*-^ Such ceremonial arrows are generally heirlooms, not 
necessarily passing from father to son, but rather being handed dowm 
in apostolic succession from shaman to shaman ; and among the Village 
Veddas of the Bintenne I have handled one such blade with a history 
running back for five generations. These arrows are carefully preserved 
by the shaman ; and just as he himself observes certain dietetic rules, 
avoiding eating pig and fowl, which are supposed to be particularly 
repulsive to the yaku, so among those more sophisticated communities 
who believe in the periodical uncleanness of women, special precau- 
tions are taken to avoid the possible contamination of the avde, as 
these arrow s are called.**^ This is generally done by keeping them in 
some comparatively remote spot such as a cave or in the roof thatch. 
It necessary that the shaman should hold one of these arrows in his 
hand when invoking Kande Yaka; he should also have one for Bilinde 
Yaka, though as a matter of practice Kande Yaka and Bilinde Yaka 
w ere often invoked using the same aiide, another avde being reserved 
for invoking the Ne Yaku. Both arrows were, however, commonly 
held in the hands during the whole of the Ne Yaku ceremony ; but in 
spite of this no confusion seemed to arise, nor had the observers the 
least difficulty in saying which aude belonged to Kande Yaka whenever 
they were asked. 

The offering of rice in the pot would be stirred with the avde, betel 
leaves might bo ceremonially transfixed with it, and among the 
Mudugala Veddas the testing of the quality of the food provided for 

^ The meaning of the word translated ‘ accept ’ is not quite certain. 

* These ceremonial arrows are doubtless identical with the large blades de- 
scribed by various authors as formerly used in shooting elephants. 

® The belief in the periodical uncleanness of women has been borrowed from the 
Sinhalese. It did not exist in the * wildest ’ group met with, on the other hand 
w e found it among all the more sophisticated Veddas, attaining a maximum where 
these had come most under foreign influence. 



7 . Vedda Cult of the Dead: Seligmann 67 

the yaku was performed with the help of the awdc, the shaman possessed 
by Kande Yaka using it to remove from the pot a few grains of rice, 
which the yaka in the person of the shaman several times smelt before 
expressing his approval of the offering provided. 

An extract from an account of the Ne Yaku dance performed at 
Banderaduwa, in the Eastern Province, will make clear the important 
part played by these aude in that ceremony : — 

The shaman Tissahame . . . placed two amle on the kirikoraha ^ 
and salaamed to the bowl, and then began to dance in tlie usual 
manner, first holding one arrdw' and then holding both, one in each 
hand ; that in the right hand being for Kande Yaka, tliat in the 
left for the yaka of Tuta, the recently dead man. ... As the shaman 
danced, he stabbed at the kirikoraha with the aude ; in this way the 
ne yaka by whom he was possessed was pleased to show his power. . . . 
Soon the shaman began to shake and bend his head forward, and ^A•as 
immediately supported by one of the onlookers, into whose arms lie 
fell back. After remaining still a few seconds he began to dance wildly, 
stabbing the aude in the air. . . . Leaping away ... he tracked an 
imaginary sambhur round the dancing-ground, holding the two aude 
crosswise to represent the bow^ and arrow. However, he made no 
feint to shoot, and put the aude on the kirikoraha.. Supported by 
one of the Veddas he again danced round the kirikoraha . . . and 
then bending over the kirikoraha fell back . . . but he soon revived 
and took the aude and approached the dead man’s brothers in turn, 
who both became possessed by the ne yaka and fell back uncon- 
scious. Then the shaman smeared their bodies with coconut milk, 
throwing some into their mouths, and . . . tiien took the arrows and 
struck a betel leaf on each and danced . . . but the men w ho w ere 
not relatives of the dead man he threatened to stab with the aude. 

It is now^ possible to consider the condition of the spirit of the 
deceased for the first few' days after death, among those Veddas who 
state that there is a definite time before the spirit prana kariya becomes 
a yaka. Among the least sophisticated wiio held this belief it was 
thought that the prana kariya resorted to Kande Yaka a few days, 
perhaps three or five, after death, and then obtained permission from 
him to accept offerings from the living and thus become numbered 
among his attendants, the Ne Yaku ; but beyond a vague idea that 
the spirit might perhaps exist for a short time at the site where death 
had occurred, these folk had no knowledge of its state before it reached 
Kande Yaka. Veddas who had come more under Sinhalese iiifiueiKJc 
asserted that it spent some three days in the neighbourhood of the 
death scene, which it only left to seek the Kateragam god and obtain 
his permission to become a yaka and pass into the train of tlie atten- 
dants of Kande Yaka, and so become a Ne Yaka capable of accepting 
offerings from the living and helping and injuring them. 

* Literally milk-bowl, the name applied to the bowl containing the coconut 
milk and other food offered to the yaku, 

V 2 
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Besides the important part in the Vedda cult of the dead played 
by the propitiation of the Ne Yaku and of the yaku of certain other 
Veddas, such as Kande Wanniya, who as yaku have attained to special 
importance (approaching that of culture heroes in other forms of 
belief), there is a certain feeling of reverence for a host of unnamed 
yaku. Little attention is paid to these, but since it is stated that 
they too were once men, the suggestion may be hazarded that they 
represent the yaku of the forgotten dead. These yaku, although all 
around in the jungle, arc in some instances thought of as vaguely 
attached to special localities, especially t6 glades in the forest, unusually 
large trees, and above all large rocks and rocky hilltops. The yaku 
of rocks and hilltops indeed tend to become named, taking the name 
of the hill they inhabit, and even among the less civilized Veddas 
arc sometimes identified with the yaku of Vedda headmen who have 
lived on or near the hills. On the other hand among the more sophis- 
ticated Veddas these yaku tend to become less and less the spirits 
of dead Veddas, and finally, under Tamil influence, are thought of 
as dangerous spirits, immigrants from beyond the Ocean, who each 
witli a female of his own species haunt the hilltops and send disease. 
Somewhat akin to these yaku in their less dangerous forms are the 
Kiriamma (literally, milk-mothers), the yakuot Vedda women, generally 
the wives of Vedda headmen or chiefs, many of whom are especially 
thought of as existing on the sides and tops of hills where there are 
rocks and Springs. They are sometimes jealous of people gathering 
honey — indeed there is a tendency to avoid rocky mountain tops on 
their account ; but they may be placated by a charm, or sometimes 
a little honey is left for them with a muttered kapau Kiriammala — 
'eat, O Kiriamma.’ They not infrequently send sickness, at least 
among the more sophisticated Veddas, and retain the fondness for 
c.hildren wliicli they felt in their lifetime, to the extent of sometimes 
stealing them; and it is especially to avert this danger from the 
Kiriamma that an arrow is often struck into the ground by the side of 
a sleeping child. 

A few kiriamma have become rather important yaku, notably an 
old Avoman of the Unapane clan now known as Unapane Kiriamma, 
but such kiriamina do not appear to be especially associated \nth 
rocky or hilly sites. 

I have now outlined the leading features of the Vedda cult of the 
dead. But it must not be thought that the whole matter is as simple 
as the above description indicates ; for the beliefs of the Veddas have 
been complicated by Sinhalese and, to a less extent, by Tamil influence, 
nor are these factors always? or entirely of recent introduction. Three 
or four centuries ago there were thriving communities of Village 
Veddas spread over the Matale district and occupying both sides of the 
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Mahawelliganga below Alutnuwera ; indeed the villagers on both sides 
of the river still claim to be descendants of Veddas, although at the 
present day the inhabitants of a number of them belong to the rather 
low caste of potters and the only remains of their former condition 
appears to be their somewhat unusual keenness as hunters. Mr. 
H. Parker — whom I take tliis opportunity of thanking for much assis- 
tance in the preparation of this paper, as well as for the translation 
of the invocations already given — tells me that a sixteenth -century MS. 
records the appointment of a Vedda chief as Bandara Mudiyanse 
(a Sinhalese title applied only to high caste chiefs).^ His name was 
Panikki Vedda, i.e. Panikki the Vedda ; he was especially famous 
for capturing elephants, and took some to tlie king (Bhuvanaika Bahu 
of Kotta) with another Vedda cliief called Liyana Vedda. Other 
chiefs expressly said to be Veddas of the Vedda Wasagarna are men- 
tioned in an early seventeenth-century MS. Bui in the present argu- 
ment special interest attac^hes to Panikki Vedda ; for Panikkia Yaka, 
said to be the yaka of a long-dead Vedda cliief wlio u as especially famed 
for his knowledge of cattle and his skill in capturing buffalo and 
elephant, is invoked by some of the less ‘ u ild ’ Veddas in the Kola- 
iimdua ceremony, which confers jirosperity on villages and cattlefolds, 
averts pestilence, cures sick folk, and, by bringing success in jungle 
craft, confers safety in the jungles. Mr. Parker agrees with me that 
the Vedda Panikkia Yaka of to-day may safely be identified with the 
sixteenth-century chief Panikki Vedda. Now Panikkia Yaka is one 
of many yaku of dead chiefs known to certain of the less wild 
Veddas. Other groups which have come equally under Sinhalese 
influence do not know many of these yaku, including Panikkia Yaka, 
but know of other yaku whom they say are the yaku of dead Vedda 
chiefs ; so that it seems clear that, through the agency of the more 
civilized and settled Veddas of a few centuries ago, a number of yaku 
of men whose lives had been passed under Sinhalese influence have 
been gradually introduced to the less civilized Veddas. The cult of 
these yaku — so long as they retained, as we know they did, the charac- 
teristics they possessed while living — cannot but have spread Sinhales<^ 
influence ; and, as we know that the worship of these yaku has spread at 
the present day to groups of Veddas who, if not the wildest, are yet 
less sophisticated than Village Veddas, it is only reasonable to suppose 
that this process accounts for a number of foreign elements which 
have been introduced into the Vedda cult of the dead. The whole 

* There is abundant evidence that centuries ago there were thriving Vedda 
communities — or at least communities with enough Vedda blood to be called 
Veddas by their contemporaries — politically organized, having as headmen 
chiefs who exercised considerable influence and were in constant relation with 
the Sinhalese court. 
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process must have been much facilitated by two facts. Firstly the 
Sinhalese recognized the Veddas as belonging to a caste equivalent 
to the highest of their own, and even their chiefs did not hesitate to 
intermarry with them; indeed many Sinlialese chiefs at the present 
day trace their genealogy back to Veddas, and are still proud of their 
distant kinship ^\ith the present-day Veddas. In the second place 
the Sinhalese ^ have at the present day — though under another 
name — a cult of the dead which is comparable to that of the Veddas.^ 

The other intrusive element in the yedda cult of the dead is the 
adoption of more or less of the Sinhalese and Tamil demonology and 
even of certain of the Sinlialese gods. The explanation of this is 
the same as that already given in the case of the foreign yaku pro- 
pitiated by the more or less civilized Veddas, and suggests immediately 
that lists of the names of demons known to different groups of Veddas 
should be compared together. When this is done, it is found that, 
the wilder the group of Veddas, tlie fewer are the demons known. 
The matter is thus to be explained by a gradual and long-continued 
infiltration of foreign influence through the more sophisticated 
Veddas to tlio wilder groups. Although I am unable to adduce any 
evidence as to the length of time the jiroeess has been going on, there 
seems no reason to limit it to recent times; indeed the well-defined 
Vedda characteristics that some Sinhalese demons liave assumed among 
the wilder groups of Veddas suggest that the process has been going 
on for an indefinite time. Thus among prac^tically all Veddas, except 
the most sophisticated Village groups, the Sinhalese demons become 
yaku, expressly stated to be the spirits of dead Veddas ; and they may 
be attached to the train of a really Vedda yaka. So among one group 

‘ This refers to tlie Kandyans, not to the 8inhalt*se of the low southern and 
western districts of the island. 

• It must be remembered that — as pointed out to me by Mr. Parker — it is in 
accordance with Sinhalese Buddhist teaching that the spirits of the deceased 
may become yaku. Further, Mr, Parker says in a letter : ‘ It is a common 
practice of the Kandian Sinhalese of the North-West Province to make offerings 
to the spirits of deceased chiefs and important ancestors. . . . They are called 
Bandaras. They arc all classed as Yakas by the Sinhalese, and are generally 
hurtful ; but some have certain protective functions and protect cattle and 
eoconut trees and crops.’ I have myself collected notes of a recent canonization 
of this kind. Soon after the death, about 1872, of an influential Ratemahatmaya 
of the Wellasse district, a number of unusual happenings suggested that one 
of the dead was trying to attract the attention of the living. A magical ceremony 
showed that the dead man responsible for these uncanny events was one of 
the recent dead, and a shamanistic rite determined that the spirit desiring ofleringa 
and honour was that of the Ratemahatmaya who is now honoured as Godegedera 
Dissave Bandar. It may be pointed out that in the old days a Ratemahatmaya 
corresponded somewhat closely with a Scotch ‘ I^aird 
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of Veddas the Sinhalese demon Indigollae becomes Indigole Yaka, 
one of the Ne Yaku, and simply a named attendant on Kande Yaka. 
In another community he becomes a powerful yaka who, although 
not as important as Kande Yaka, gives success in hunting; while 
among yet more sophisticated Veddas he has replaced Kande Yaka, 
who is no longer known, and has become Lord of the dead, the Ne 
Yakn joining his following and obtaining from him permission to 
accept offerings, exactly as among the wilder Veddas the Ne Yaku 
resort to Kande Yaka. 

As regards the fairly numerous Sinhalese gods adopted into tiio 
Vedda cult, among Village Veddas Katcragam Deyo — the Kateragam 
god, so spoken of ; for curiously his name seems unknown to the 
majority of his Vedda worshippers — has become the Lord of the 
dead to whom the Ne Yaku resort ; while silver charms dedicated to 
him may be worn to remove sickness, tliesc being given subsequently 
to pilgrims bound for his shrine to be offered there to the god. 


8 

MAGIC 

By F. B. JEVONS 

The purpose of this paper is to provoke a discussion of the question, 
What is Magic ? And I raise the question in tlie hope that the dis- 
cussion may lead, now or hereafter, to some definition of magic which 
can be generally accepted by those who have occasion to use the term. 

In the first place, I would ask you whether rnagici necessarily impfies 
a magician. To some, I suppose, magic would seem to imply a magi- 
cian, exactly as witchcraft necessarily implies a witch : if there were 
no witch there could be no witchcraft, and so, too, it may be held 
that, if there were no magician, there could be no magic. But it is 
possible, as against this view', to quote instances of magic in which 
no magician appears or can appear. For instance, it may be believed, 
and has been believed, that the yellow eye of the stone-curknv is 
capable of drawing out the yellow jaundice from a man. Here we 
have a proceeding of a magical nature in which no magician api)ears 
and to which no magician is necessary. Tliis, I need hardly say, is 
but one instance of a very large number of such cases. So numerous 
and important are the instances of this belief that like produces like, 
that Dr. Frazer, in his History of the Kingship (p. 38), is inclined to 
say that any definition of magic which suggests or implies ‘ a con- 
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scious agent ’ as necessary to magic ^ limits the scope of magic too 
narrowly \ In other words, then, on this view magic does not 
necessarily imply any magician. And it is this view to which I wish 
first to call your attention and on which I wish to invite your opinion. 

On tills view, though in some acts of magic a magician appears, 
in otliers he does not. And the questions at once arise, Which of 
these two varieties of magic is to be regarded as the earlier ? Which 
of them contains the root-idea ? Is a conscious personal agent essential 
to magic, or is he not ? In The Oolden Bough (2nd ed., i. 61) Dr. Frazer 
inclined to think that the conscious personal agent is not essential, 
and that in the earhest and simplest forms of magic no magician 
was believed in : wherever magic, he says, ‘ occurs in its pure un* 
adulterated form, it assumes that in nature one event follows another 
necessarily and invariably without the intervention of any spiritual 
or personal agency." Dr. Frazer would, of course, not deny that in 
the later, less pure, and more adulterated forms of magic, the events 
which originally had been conceived to occur without the intervention 
of any personal agency came to be ascribed to the jiersonal agency 
of a magician : but the root-idea, the pure unadulterated form, of 
magic was the assumption that in nature one event follows another 
necessarily and invariably. The yellow eye of the stone-curlew 
naturally and necessarily draws the yellow jaundice out of a man : 
the intervention of a magician or of any spiritual or personal agency 
is unnecessary. 

This view of the nature and origin of magic is, however, open to 
some objections. For instance, it implies the belief that things act 
upon one another ; and that such action, or such necessary and 
invariable succession of one event upon another, is magical. But in 
the period of Animism the things that act upon one another are 
conceived to bo not inanimate things but animated, acting from 
much the same motives and in much the same way as men do : the 
only agency which man then conceives of is personal agency. And 
if the Animistic period be the earliest period of human evolution, 
then the magic of that period cannot have been supposed to occur 
^ without the intervention of any spiritual or personal agency" ; for 
nothing was then believed to occur without the agency of some spirit 
or personality. Again, not every action which every man or child 
performed can have been regarded as magical : there v'as no magic 
about the ordinary, commoni^lace actions of everyday life. In fine, 
in the Animistic period, everything which happened was ascribed to 
personal agency ; and of personal actions, as of personal experiences, 
only the minority were regarded as magical in their nature. 

These considerations may incline us to believe that at the outset, 
in the Animistic period, magic, like everything else, must have been 
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regarded €ts the m- ork of ,a conscious agent. That, indeed, is a possi- 
biKty which does not escape the notice of Dr. Frazer : he says that 
Practical Magic is " a set of precepts which human beings observe 
in order to compass their ends ’ {Kingship, p. 39). This seems to 
admit, or imply, that from the very beginning there could be no 
* practical magic ’ without a conscious agent, a human being, having 
an end in view which he wished to compass. It is, then, from this 
alternative starting-point, afforded to us by Dr. Frazer, that it seems 
preferable for us to set out : magic is one of the means whereby 
human beings seek to compass their ends. 

Without a magician there could be no magic, just as there can be 
no witchcraft without a witch. 

Taking this as our starting-point, and bearing in mind that it was 
only remarkable and extraordinary proceedings which w^ere regarded 
as magical, we have now to inquire how^ a man comes to be regarded 
as a magician, that is to say, as having power to do remarkable and 
extraordinary things, such as ordinary persons (*oiild not do. The 
first point to recognize is that a thing must happen before it can 
call for explanation ; and that it is only extraordinary things which 
arrest attention and provoke the mind to attempt to explain them. 
The next point is that, in the Animistic period, the only explanation 
which could be afforded of anything that required explanation was 
that somebody did it ; and, the more extraordinary the thing, the 
more extraordinary must have been the person who had the power 
to do it. Now, to the savage, illness and death from illness are 
amongst the most mysterious of things that hapj)en ; and the only 
explanation that is entertained, or is i) 088 ible then, is that the sick- 
ness has been produced by somebody ; and the first practical question 
accordingly is. Who did it ? Whoever did this unpleasant thing, in 
this mysterious manner, evidently had a mysterious powder of acting, 
and of producing unpleasant results, from n distance. In a w^ord, 
such a person w^as a magician or witch. From this point of view% 
therefore, magic may be roughly defined as the mysterious power of 
a human being to cause injury to some other person, who is at a 
distance. 

In the next place, w^here the assumption is made that illness, and 
death following on illness, must be due to the action of somebody 
who has the power to produce illness, and to produce it secretly, 
mysteriously, and from a distance, an attempt will naturally be made 
to discover w^ho is the person at wwk causing the illness ; and, inas- 
much as no person has in fact caused the illness, suspicion will fall 
on some one who has not caused it, but who appears the sort of person 
likely to have produced it. Among the persons wlio are surmised 
to possess the mysterious power to do things of this kind are old 
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women, persons with the evil eye, and persons possessing mesmeric 
or hypnotic power. 

Here, perhaps, some one may be inclined to suggest — ^and it is for 
you to consider the suggestion — that if, as is probably the case, 
mesmerism or hypnotism was at least as common in the Animistic 
period as it is at the present day, the belief in magic may have 
originated in simple observation of the facts of hypnotism. The 
mesmerist was apparently seen to throw^ the patient into a swoon. 
The power of the magician, therefore, on this view was not a matter 
of indirect and uncertain inference, but of direct observation. It was 
not action from a distance and in secret, but an action performed 
in the presence of bystanders and witnessed by them. First of all 
the mesmerist or magician was seen to throw his patient into a trance ; 
and then it was easy and natural to ascribe to him things, such as 
sickness or death, which ho neither caused nor was capable of causing. 
Now, I am far from denying that here we have a set of most important 
facts wliich are contributing causes to the extension and maintenance 
of the belief in magic. But, for all that, 1 venture to press the view 
that in them we have not tlie origin of that belief. Sickness and 
death from sickness are much more often met with than persons 
possessing and exercising mesmeric power. An explanation of sick- 
ness, therefore, would be sought everywhere, even where nobody 
possessed, or where no one was known to possess, hypnotic power ; 
and, in the Animistic period, the explanation would necessarily be 
that the sickness or death was caused by some one who had the power, 
mysterious though it was, to produce it secretly and at a distance. 
The universality of the belief in magic seems to require a more wide- 
spread cause than is afforded by hypnotic power, which is exceptional 
rather than general. And a more Addespread cause than death it 
is not necessary to seek. From this point of view we can admit 
that a person who believes himself to have been bewitched may fall 
sick and die in consequence ; and yet we may safely hold that most 
cases of fatal sickness amongst savages are due to other causes, even 
though all such cases are, after the event, ascribed by the savage 
to the operation of witchcraft. 

Wc have, then, to inquire what is the operation or rather the modus 
operandi of the person who is believed, and who therefore believes 
himself, to possess the power of causing people to fall ill and die. 
In the belief both of himself and of those who employ liim, he possesses 
the power to do this thing. All that is necessary, therefore, is that 
he should exert liis power. A person with the evil eye has but to 
fix his glance upon his victim ; or the hypnotist has but to command 
the patient to fall into a trance. In these cases the magician is face 
to face with the person on whom he operates. In most cases of 
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magic, however, the magician operates on a person who is not face 
to face with him, but at a distance. Hero too, however, the raodufi 
operandi is the same : the magician or witch has but to exercise his 
power — if he is an Australian blackfcilow , he has but to ‘ point ’ 
his stick — and the victim falls. He has but to say the word, and 
the thing is done. What he wills, tliat he does, there and then, by 
the power w'hich he possesses and in virtue of w hich he is a magician. 

Now', if the modus operandi of magic were never more complicated 
than that, there would be no j>ossibility of ascribing the effect pro- 
duced (or supposed to be produced) to anything but the power exercised 
by or issuing from the magician. But, as a matter of fact, the modus 
operandi tends to become more complicated, because the magician 
desires to make assurance doubly sure. Not only does he point 
his stick : he also makes an image of the victim. Not only does he 
indicate the blow : he deals it. And liis magic hovS, therefore, been 
described as ‘ mimetic ’ or ‘ imitative ’ magic. The essence of it 
has been supposed to consist in the fact that tlie magician imitates 
the result which he wishes to producer On that supposition it luus 
been inferred that the principle on whicli the magician, consciously 
or semi-consciously, acts, is tlie principle that like prcxiuces like. 
From that it is but one step further to draw' the inference that, if 
like is believed to produce like, if things are assumed ‘ to act on each 
other at a distance, through a secret sympatliy ^ (Frazer, Kingships 
p. 40), then the result is not believed to lye produced by tlie magician, 
nor is any power of producing it believed to be his ; but what is 
assumed is ‘ that in nature one event follows another necessarily and 
invariably without the intervention of any spiritual or iDcrsonal agency ’ 
w^hatever (Frazer, Golden Bough, 2nd ed., i. 61). 

All this argument follows naturally enough from tlie original pre- 
miss that the modus operandi of the magician is ‘ mimetic ’ or ‘ imita- 
tive But I venture to suggest that it is not discovered or realized 
in the Animistic period that the action of the magician is mimetic. 
If we assume — mistakenly, in my opinion — tliat from the very 
beginning every magical rite was l>elieved to be effective of itself, 
and w^ithout regard to the person who performed it, then it is indeed 
(dear that from the beginning men lield ^ that in nature one event 
follows another necessarily and invariably ’ ; and that no magician 
was required to make one event to follow^ upon anotlier. But it is, 
as a matter of fact, undeniable that magicians and witches do exist, 
and are firmly believed to have the mysterious pow er of doing evil 
at a distance. And if we examine more carefully the modus operandi 
of such magicians as are believed to have this i>ow'er, we shall find 
that it is not either intended or understood to te mimetic. When 
a magician makes an image of his enemy — or of his client’s enemy — 
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and sticks a knife into it, the belief is that the enemy feels the knife 
go in, then and there. To us, indeed, who distinguish between the 
categories of likeness and identity, it is clear that sticking the knife 
into the image is only like sticking it into the enemy. But to the 
magician and to those who believe in magic, the one thing is not like 
the other, but identical with it. In other words, the categories of 
likeness and identity, which to us are distinguishable and distinct, 
were (as Mr. L. T. Hobhouse points out in his Morals in Evolution, 
II, chaps, i, ii) for primitive thought ‘ interwoven in wild confusion 

No interval of time elapses betweeil the waving of the magician’s 
wand, or the pointing of the Australian’s stick, and the production 
of the result. He strikes with his staff, or he utters the word, and 
the thing is done. The i)lunging of the knife into the image of the 
enemy is not — in the belief of those who fail to distinguish between 
the categories of likeness and identity — followed subsequently by 
the plunging of an imaginary knife into the body of the enemy. The 
one thing is not followed by the other ; there is no sequence in wiiich 
the one event follows the other necessarily and invariably; the one 
thing is not like the other — it is the other. Likeness, and identity 
are not discriminated. It is not at all necessary that the image 
should be like the victim — likeness is not sought when identity is 
assumed. It is not even necessary that there should be an image 
at all : the Australian blackfellow simply points his stick in the 
direction of his distant enemy, and the injury is thereby, there and 
then, inflicted. To point the stick is to inflict the injury : the two 
things are not different but identical. To melt the image is to con- 
sume the enemy : the two things are not like but identical. They 
are not two things : they are one. The action indicated — by pointing 
the stick or melting the wax — is the action willed. There are not 
two actions of which one is like the other, and of which one is followed 
by the other. There is one action which the magician mils and 
which he indicates, whether by his look, or his gesture, or by his 
words. 

In the earliest stage of witchcraft, then, I submit, the magician 
does not mimic or imitate that which he wishes to do : he does it. 
If, as is sometimes the case, he is a mesmerist or hypnotist, he does 
not imitate a swoon or a trance : he produces it. If he has the evil 
eye, he does not imitate or mimic anything : the evil falls with his 
glance upon the victim. And the injury is done, not because of 
any rite which he performs, but because he has the power, in the 
belief of himself, of the bystanders, and the victim, to inflict it. The 
cases are well attested in which the victim dies as soon as he learns 
that he has been bewitched. 

But though the Australian blackfellow' need only point his stick 
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to bring his enemy down — just as the hypnotist need only indicate 
his will, and the patient swoons — the more clearly and carefully the 
magician expresses his will, the more surely his power will take effect. 
Hence, he not only points his weapon, he drives it into something 
which represents the victim. The something at first need not resemble 
Ills victim. But if it does, it makes assurance doubly sure. The 
image then made is indeed like — and to us it is only like — the victim ; 
and the action of the magician is only like tlie effect he purposes to 
produce. But for the performer the categories of likeness and identity 
are confused : this blow which he deals is not merely like, it is the 
blow which he wishes to deal. At this stage, however, in the growth 
of magic, it may become at times apparent that it is both like and 
identical. This stage may be illustrated by the use of masks in sacred 
ceremonies all over the world : the Avearer of a mask w Inch represents 
a deceased ancestor, or a divinity, is made by tlie wearing of the 
mask not only like the person it portrays : ho is genuinely believed 
by all to be identical with the personality portrayed, just as the 
stabbing of the victim’s image is unfeignedly believed to be the 
stabbing of the victim himself — likeness is not discriminated from 
identity. The mask-wearing is not in all cases conscious fraud, any 
more than the practice of witchcraft is. The belief — even of tlie 
performers — is in many cases undoubtcnlly gonuino. 

What helps forward the discrimination of the two categories is the 
discovery of the fact that the operation of magic is not in all cases 
immediate : the stick is pointed, but the victim dot's not fall ill until 
he is told he has been bewitched, and that may be some time later. The 
interval of time w^hich elapst's or may elapse between tlie rite and its 
fulfilment tends to cause the victim’s illness or death to be regarded 
as the result of the rite ; but it w ould be, I tliink, a mistake to imagine 
that the victim’s illness or deatli is ever supposed to be due simply 
or solely to the rite. It is true that the magician may ascribe his 
failures to the fact that he failed to perform some detail in tlie rite 
properly. But it is also true, and in this connexion it is more im- 
portant, that, when the magic comes off, the success is accepted 
both by the magician, and by those who witness it, as due to the 
personal, mysterious power of the magician himself. 

There remains, however, tlie class, tlie large class, of instances 
kiiowm under the name of sympathetic magic. In them no magician 
wiiatever appears. Wearing the feathers of a bald-headed buzzard 
produces baldness, or the sight of a squirrel causes rheumatism ; or 
the glance of the stone-curlew^ extracts jaundice from a man. Here 
it may be alleged, and as a matter of fact it is alleged, that we have 
things believed to be acting on each other through a secret sympathy, 
or one event following upon another, necessarily and invariably, 
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without the intervention of any spiritual or personal agency, or of 
any magician’s power. But once more we have to bear in mind 
that in the period of Aninusm every event whatever, which arrests 
attention and demands explanation, is explained as being due to 
personal agency and personal power. If anything unpleasant — 
rheumatism or what not — occurs, somebody must have done it. The 
question never is, What caused this event ? It always is. Who did 
this thing ? The answer may be, This man; or it may be, This animal, 
or That bird. And the reason wliy tlie buzzard or the squirrel arrests 
attention, as lacing tlie guilty agents is the likeness or rather the 
identity of the cramped attitude of the squirrel and of the sufferer 
from rheumatism, or of the baldness common to buzzard and man 
alike. Just as the magician points his stick and his victim falls, so 
the stone-cuilew eyes the sufferer from jaundice, and the jaundice 
comes out : magician and curlew alike possess a power which is 
mysterious and personal ; and it is, I submit, a misunderstanding 
to (jonceive that, in the case of either, the result is supposed by 
Animistic man to take place ‘without the intervention of any spiritual 
or personal agency The squirnJ or bird is as much a person as 
the magician, is equally regarded as ‘ a t^onscious agent’, and is 
believed as such to possess the same power to work disagreeable 
wonders as the magician. The s<|uirrel operates by its cramjK^d 
movements in exactly the same way as the magician by pointing 
his stick, or stabbing an image. Where we see hkeness, the savage 
feels identity. 

For the purpose, therefore, of raising discussion of the question, 
What is magic ? — I submit as a rough definition that magi(5 is the 
mysterious power of a person or conscious agent to cause injuiy — 
or, secondarily it may be, benefit — to another person, who may be 
at a distance ; a power which when exerted is accompanied by, or 
ascribed to, an exclamation, gesture, or action indicating and effecting 
what is willed. To us the exclamation or gesture only indicates 
w hat is willed. In the opinion of the savage?, w ho fails to discriminate 
between the categories of likeness and identity, the action he performs 
not merely resembles, but is the action which he wills. 
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PERSONA!. AMULETS IN EUROPE 

By L. ECKENSTEIN. (Abstract) 

The personal amulets of Europe are the tools of a primitive faith, 
which, I think, preceded the practice of magic, in the sense that things 
that have a certain likeness reaifct on one another. The use of amulets 
has accompanied man from a remote period, and their choice and 
the ways of treating them afford additional material for the studj^ 
of primitive belief. 

Many amulets are identical with those that have come out of ancient 
burial-places, others have survived as attributes of heatlien divinities 
and as emblems of the saints. Their use under different as})ects 
illustrates the continuity of human conceptions and the transforma- 
tions which these conceptions undergo. 

The giant accepted a stone or an egg as his external self or alter ego. 
On the same bfisis the o\\iier of an amuh^t ac^cepU^d a counterpart or 
alter ego of some part of his body. He did so owing to (he observed 
likeness between the two, which might be in shape or in colour. 
Blood-stones, or other stones, that are flecked with red are accepted 
as staying spontaneous bleeding, as is shown by examples cited in 
history and recovered in different parts of Europe in recent years. 
One of these in Italy had the shape of a drop of blood ; others wtTe 
suspended by a red ribbon. Tliis iuidition of like to like intensified 
the presumed power of the amulet. 

Some amulets are peculiar to men, others to women. Pendants are 
heirs to the phallic emblems : in Italy men still wear a branch of red 
coral ; while in northern latitudes a seal or other pendant, often 
made of heliotrope, is worn attached to the watch-chain. Women, 
on the other hand, wear beads. Many such beads come out of the 
oldest British and other women’s graves. Italian women at th<? 
present time wear a white bead as the alter ego of the breast while 
they are nursing, which is often of agate having the aj^pearance of 
milk diluted with water. The use of the stone in tliis connexion 
recalls the cult of the ‘ Agatha Mater’ whose breasts were proccssionally 
carried round in Sicily, and of the Christian Saint, Agatha of Catania, 
whose breasts were cut off in martyrdom. Again, Italian women 
wear a red bead as a safeguard to their health, while the Cerman 
woman ties a red thread round her little finger. Men also, by pre- 
ference, wear the signet ring, often of blood-stone, on the little finger. 
Their doing so hangs together with the fact that the little finger Avas 
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ritually bled in divination, as is shown by familiar phrases, and by 
the nursery rhyme on the fingers, current in almost every country of 
Europe, according to which the little finger ‘tells’ or ‘goes squeak’. 
The connexion between red amulets and sacrificial bleeding is i^wn 
by the rites observed at the fox-hunt and at the horse-race; onehoim- 
amulet consists of a horse’s head sewn on a scarlet lappet. Spr|tps 
of red or pieces of wood tied with red are worn by cattle from i^sittular 
association of ideas. Such wood is often of the rowan tree, the yew, 
or the hoUy, which are credited with a peculiar power in different 
parts of Europe on account of their# berries being red. Such trees 
are planted near Druidical circles and in churchyards, their wood is 
put to various ceremonial uses, and children wear their berries as 
a protective necklet. 

Red amulets, consisting for the most part of berries or beads, are 
the ornament of women and children, probably because these were 
chosen for sacrifice by preference, as is shown by the statements of 
various historians. The semblance of a sacrificial celebration con- 
tinues at Trevi in Umbria, at which red coral necklets are hung on 
a child who is dressed up as an angel. The red coral worn by the 
Christ child, and the coral that is used in teething, are credited with 
a protective power from a like association of ideas. 

An ordinary amulet used in teething consists of the actual tooth 
of a wolf or a dog. Examples have been found in ancient graves, 
which are provided with a hole for suspension, exactly like those in 
use at the present day. The tusk of the boar and the half-claw of the 
crab serve the same purpose. The antiquity of these conceptions is 
shown by Pliny’s recommendation, as an aid in dentition, of the 
canine tooth of the wolf on the right side, which also serves as a handle 
for a modern German rattle. 

Stones of green colour, often consisting of jade, sometimes of an 
actual axe of the Stone Age, servo as the alter ego of an internal organ 
which causes pain — ^probably the liver ; hence jade is called spleen- 
stone. These amulets were tied on the back, on the place where the 
organ Avas supposed to lie. The olivine of Iona is treasured as a 
curing-stone presumably on account of its green colour. 

Again, the use of amber as an amulet illustrates primitive ways of 
thinking. It affords protection to the eyesight, and acts as the after 
ego of the tears by which the human eye relieves itself of pain caused 
by a particle or insect flying into it. This connexion gave rise to 
the myth of the sisters of Phaethon w^ho w^ept tears of electrum, and to 
the golden tears of the goddess Freya. Glesum w^as the old German 
word for amber. Glass nowadays serves as a protection to the eye- 
sight in Italy. Another amulet was the fossilized shark’s tooth, 
which served as a protection against snake-bite owing to its likeness 
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to a serpent’s tongue, with wliich the serpent was formerly supposed 
^o sting. This fossil glossapetra^ or lingua di San Pooh, according 
to Pliny dropped from heaven during the eclipse of the moon. A 
tmul^ulous origin was claimed also for the toad-stone, the swallow- 
8tK>ne, the eagle-stone, and others. The toad-stone was accepted as 
a ^^teotion against poison, owing to the current belief that the toad 
wWa'.yenomous animal. 

iThe peculiarity of the eagle-stone or aefites, known as St. Mary’s 
Nut in the West Hebrides, lies in the fact that a small object, a stone 
or seed, is loosely enclosed in an outer shell or capsule, so that it rattles 
if it is shaken* This suggested the relation of parent and offsjmng 
tp the primitive mind, and the amulet was worn by women in child- 
bearing, or was tied on the cow to protect the calf, or on the tree to 
prevent the fruit from dropping. Such a stone was recently lent 
out in an Italian village at the price of five francs for the nine montlis, 
exactly in the same way as was formerly done with a stone in the 
possession of Christ Church, Canterbury. Caution was enjoined in 
the use of the latter stone, owing to the power it conferred on the 
midwife of transferring the ills of the sufferer to an animal, another 
woman, or to the husband. 

Some amulets serve to baffle the machinations of the witch who 
uses the counterpart of a heart and covers it wdtli pricks in order to 
bring about a person’s death. Her efforts are baffled by wearing 
a piece of madreporite, which is naturally spctikled, or a small bag 
of millet or other seed. Some of these amulets of madreporite have 
the shape of a heart. The heart amulet commonly worn by cart- 
horses, which are especially subject to witchcraft, is surrounded by 
a number of perforations which simulate these pin-pricks, and the 
protective power of the pricked heart survives in tlie cult of the heart 
of the Virgin wdiich is pierced by seven sw^ords or sorrows. 

Stone axes and arrow-heads ward off the dangers that threaten 
from on high, since it is thought tliat sparks lurk in these stones, as 
lightning lurks in the thunder-cloud. Tlio pr(‘sencc of the lurking 
spark must have been a fact of common observation to the workej^ 
of such weapons in the Stone Age. It was an ordinary practice to 
oppose like “with like, and the lightning that might fall from heaven 
was anticipated by hurling weapons at tlio gathering storm. The 
Thracians, the Goths, and the Gauls discharged a volley of arrows 
at the thunder-cloud, and guns and small cannon are used to dispel 
the hail nowadays. In order to protect the homestead stone axes 
were walled into the house or placed at its foundation. Others w'ere 
hung up near the chimney and were periodically greased or anointed 
in order to add to the efficacy of the cold stone, on which a film of 
moisture was seen to gather, this moisture being interpreted as per- 
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spiration on the part of the stone. The washings and scrapings of 
such stones were used to strengthen and purify man and beast ; from 
an early period, according to northern Sagas, scraped runes were 
drunk in mead, while Pythagoras, on his arrival in Crete, was purified 
by the priest by means of a thunder-stone ; probably he was sprinkled 
with water in which the stone axe had been steeped. The stones 
that had fallen from heaven in ancient temples were probably stone 
axes that originally protected these buildings from lightning, and 
were subsequently made into an attribute of Zeus and Thor and 
the other gods who dwelt on mountain^tops and rode in the gathering 
storm. 

The hammer of Thor returned to his hand, as did the arrow-heads 
of Guse, king of the Lapps. These myths reflect the custom of shoot- 
ing at the thunder-cloud and of subsequently recovering and treasuring 
the weapon as a thunder-stone. 

Flint arrow-heads, pierced with a hole for suspension, or set in silver, 
have served as a protective amulet for many centuries. Some form the 
<?entre-piece of gold Etruscan necklets, others have been found in 
ancient burial-places. Besides serving as an amulet for man, they 
are put to various ceremonial usages to protect cows and the flow 
of milk, wiiich is apt to be turned by thunder. The value attached 
to such an amulet is sliown by the L<‘C‘.-penny, w^hich, if not an actual 
arrow-head, has all the appearance of one. Some arrow-head amulets 
are marked with tlio rune Thyr^ wiiich was a mark of sacrifice and 
corresponds with our letter This explains the superstitious value 
attaching to this letter, w^hich w^as also the mark of the sacrificial cake 
(‘ Pater, pater cake’) and is used in the milking charm (‘ Cushy cow 
bonny The sign of the broad arrow in Christian times became the 
emblem of the three holy nails of the Cross that are joined together 
at the tips. Perhaps it is identical with the broad-arrow sign used 
by the Government and put on prison clothes. 

Other amulets include the key, wliich is used to loosen the grip 
of epilepsy by being forced into the clenched hand ; and knots, the 
untying of which sets the wind loose, or makes an undertaking pros- 
perous. This idea is expressed in the myths of King Aeolus and in 
that of the Gordian knot. There are also bones, plants, medals, 
medallions, the modern Agnus Dei which is heir to the bulla of classic 
antiquity, and many objects, the acceptance of which is instructive 
from the point of view of primitive belief. 

Thus the use of these amulets admits of a reasonable explanation. 
They are accepted on a basis which carries their use far back in human 
history. This use does not imply the belief in a personal deity which 
we owe to the Semitic race, nor the belief in spirits which seems to 
be an heirloom of the Turanian race. On the face of it, amulets were 
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accepted by peoples of a race the supremacy of which belongs to an 
earlier i)eriod in history. For, as in the case of the external self of 
the giant, amulets were primarily intended to secure safety to the 
individual. Their use being allied to human sacrifice and to the 
transference of evil, the stage of moral and mental development to 
which they can be traced is relatively low. Still their use may 
reasonably claim to have added to the sense of personal responsibility 
in the individual as distinct from that of the herd, while the likeness 
for which they were accepted sharpened the wits of humankind. 
As tangible tools they have lived on in heathen and Christian belief, 
and have contributed their share to the acceptance of emblems in 
the later forms of faith. It is for this reason that amulets claim 
a place, I think, in the history of the study of religions. 
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THE CULT OF EXECUTED CRIMINALS IN 

SICILY 

By E. SIDNEY HARTLAND. (Abstract) 

Near the Ponte dell’ Ammiraglio, otherwise (tailed the Ponte delle 
Teste, at Palermo, is a little church of no architectural pretensions 
and described in no guide-book, called tlie (^hiesa dei Decollati. The 
Decollati are executed criminals, many of whom w ere formerly buried 
in the little churchyard attached. The church is the centre of a cult 
of wiiich they are the objects. Having died reconciled to the Church, 
they are invoked to intercede especially on behalf of persons who 
are exposed to accidents by land or w'^atcr or to murderous violence, 
and on behalf of those wiio suffer from haemoptysis. Their inter- 
cession is also frequently invoked in other cases. Pilgrimages are 
made to the church, w^hcrc the souls of the Decollati are believed 
to congregate beneath a certain stone and to give audible answers 
to prayer. Various shrines of Decollati also exist in other parts of 
Sicily. They may also be invoked by suppliants who arc unable to 
make pilgrimages to their shrines. Sometimes they appear to the 
faithful and render direct assistance. The cult is a product of the 
state of society in Sicily during many ccntuiies. 
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DATA WITH REGARD TO THE BELIEF OF 
SOME SOUTH SEA SAVAGES 

By B. PULLEN-BURRtY. (Abstract) 

The inhabitants of the Gazelle Peninsula in the north of New 
Britain believe in a desirable place called Tingenalabaran, which the 
spirit of the departed may enter if sufficiently endowed with tamboo 
(shell money), strings of wliich are wound round the corpse. If there 
is not enough to satisfy the god who permits souls to enter, the spirit 
has to go to a cold, bleak, undesirable place called Jakupia. It is 
therefore indispensable for the savage to acquire as much tamboo as 
possible in liis lifetime. The attendant ceremonies connected with 
the passing of the spirit illustrate their beliefs, especially the 
dread of evil which unfriendly spirits may cause, which underlies all 
native thought and action in these i^arts. German settlers, however, 
explain that these cannibals rarely eat the bodies of the vhite men 
they kill, from fear of bringing upon themselves the vengeance of 
the white man’s unknown spirits, wliich they consider stronger than 
their own. The lately discovered Bainings of the mountains in the 
north-west of the peninsula are an exception to the rule in their belief 
in the power of the spirits of the dead. Admittedly the lowest race 
in tlie Bismarck Archipelago, they possess an elementary belief only 
in an impersonal spirit-life which surrounds them. 

The heaven of the Sultkas on the soutli coast of New Britain is 
c*, ailed Mlol, and is supposed to be in the middle of the earth. At 
the entrance aro two rocks, where the spirit’s advance is stopped, 
and, unless it can prove its earthly life to have been satisfactory, it 
is denied admission and wanders south\vard. The Sultkas have 
interesting beliefs concerning meteors ; they regard earthquakes, 
thunder, and lightning as proceeding from an unfriendly spirit called 
Kot. 
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PROFESSOR SCHEPPIG’S FORSCHUNGEN 
t)BER DIE NATURVOLKER 

Von a. TITIUS. (Gekurzt) 

Richard Scheppig (1845-1903), eiri Sclmlor des Leipzigor Histori- 
kers Wuttke, ist mit Arbeitdn cthnologischer Art zuerst 1874 hervor- 
getreten, als er fiir Herbert Spencer’s Descriptive Sociology den Ab- 
schnitt iiber die altcn Mexikaner, Peru, Centralanierika, die Chibchas 
and alten Peruaner bearbeitete. Dazu trat 1880 ein Abschnitt libor 
die Hebraer und Phonicier. Seit 1876 in arbeitsreielier Stellung in 
Kiel, verwaltete er seit 1888 das Museum fiir Volkcrkunde. Aucb 
in dieser Zeit bewicscn zahlreiehe kleiriere Publikationen, untcr dencn 
zwei Abhandlungen iiber die Saule von Kap Cross, sovvie seine Jahres- 
bericlite iiber Volkerkuiide im Archiv fiir Anthropologic (1883-1887) 
und iiber die XJrgescliichte der Menscli licit in den J ahresberichten der 
Geschichtsurissenschaft (1888-9) erwahnt werden mogen, seine dauernde 
lebhafte Anteilnahme an den Forschuiigen iiber primitive Kultur. 
Die eigen tiimliche Riclitung aber, die seine Studien nahmen, zeigen 
zwei weitere Abhandlungen : Der V olkcrgedanke im Aufhau ciner 
Wissenschafi vo7n Menschen {V erhandlungeri der Ges, /. Erdkunde, 
Berlin, 1883) und Fine Studic zur Geschichtc der Portugiesischen Ent- 
deckungen an der ivestafrikanischen Kmte, mit Beitrugen zur Kenntnis 
der Geschichtc Martin Bchaims und seines Globus, Die nachgclassenen 
Manuskriptc Scheppigs zeigen ihn aufs intensivste beschiiftigt mil 
der Verwertung der iiltesteii Quellen, der Eiitdeckungsgeschichte, fur- 
die Kenntnis der Primitiven. Nocii wichtiger aber ist ein zwar nocjh 
unvollendeter, aber in Avichtigen Teilon bereits ausgearbeitetcr Versucli 
der Beschreibung der Familien und Gemeinseliaftsverhaltnisse aller 
Primitiven. Dies Work seiner Vollendung ziizufliliren, ware cine 
lohnendo Aufgabe, die aber die Kraft eines Kinzelnen iibersteigen 
wiirde. Ich beabsichtige hier nicht Mitteilungen iiber Einzelliciten 
zu machen, obwohl sein Entwurf sehr viel Lelirreiches aucli fiir die 
Religionsforschung bringt, sondeni nur seine Metliode hervorziiheben 
weil sie mir mustergiltig erscheint fiir cine strong exakte Erforschung 
der primitiven Kultur. Gemass seiner Abhandlung iiber den Vdlker- 
gedanken hat er seine soziologischen Studien so eingerichtet, dass er 
mit alien Mitteln des geschulten Ethnologen die CJesamtheit aller 
primitiven Stamme in ihrer natiirlichen nationalen und geographischen 
Gliederung zu besclireibeii unternimmt, in dieseni Gesamtbilde aber 
jeden Stamm fiir sich bctrachtet und alie Naclirichten,die ihm zufliessen 
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lokalisiert, auf den besondern Sfcamm bezieht, don der Beobachter 
beschreibt. So sind die Gefahren der vorschnellen Vorallgemeinerung 
der Beobachtung und der Zersplitterung der Einzelforscliung gleich- 
massig vermieden. 

Der zweite leitende Gesichtspunkt Scheppigs ist dieser, alle wirklich 
samtlich vorhandenen Nachrichten und Beobachtungen uber die ein- 
zelnen Stamme heranzuziehen. Dem geschulten Beobachter ergibt 
sich dabei von selbst die krifische Verwertung der Berichte, die 
Ausscheidung dor erst aus der Beriihrung mit einer hohern Kultur 
stammenden Elemente ; mit Recht hat^daher Scheppig den altesten 
Nachrichten, soweit sie aus kundiger Hand stammen, cinen besonders 
hohen Wert beigelegt. 

Es sei gestattet, im Anschluss an diese Mitteilungen eine Anregung 
zu geben ; mir scheint, dass die Erforschung der primitiven Kultur 
und Religion nur dann eine wirklich feste wissenschaftliche Basis 
gewinnen kann, w^enn sie sich entschliesst, den miihsamen Weg zu 
gehen, den Scheppig einzuschlagen den Mut hatte. Die Aufgabe ist 
gross ; es miisste in umfassender und planmassig geleiteter Arbeit 
eine Gesamtdarstellung der primitiven Kultur und Rehgion (denn 
nur im Gesamtgefiige der Kultur kann die Religion und Mythologie 
verstandlich w^crden) in Angriff genommen werden. Ethnologen, 
Sprachforscher, Religionshistoriker, Missionare musston sich dabei 
Hand in Hand arbeiten ; samiliche aus altercr Beobachtung stammen- 
den Naclirichten iniissten, soweit als gegenwartig noch angangig, 
durch die lebendige Anschauung an Ort und Stelle kontrolliert, erganzt 
und verbessert werden. Diese Aufgabe planmassig in Angriff zu 
nehmen, ist um so wichtigcr, da die Zeit nicht mehr fern ist, in der 
man primitive Kultur in ihrer Abgeschlossenheit und Unberiihrtheit 
von fremdon Einflussen uberhaupt nicht mehr w ird boobachten konnen. 
Es vorsteht sich von selbst, dass cine solche Aufgabe von einem Ein- 
zelnen uberhaupt nicht in Angriff genommen werden kann. Vielmehr 
musste sich ein internationales Comite bilden, das die Ai’beit anzuregen, 
zu leiten und zu centralisieren unternahme. Manner aller Kultur- 
nationen miisstcn sich daran betoiligen ; besonders wichtig ware es 
bei der weltumspannonden Kraft der Angelsachsen, dass England und 
Amerika neben Deutscliiand im Comite vertreten wiirden, ferner 
Russland, Frankreicli, Holland, Belgien, Danemark, Portugal und die 
Nationen des fernen Osten, Cliina und Japan. Nur durch lebendige 
Fuhlung mit den Kolonien aller Lander und Zusammenfassung aller 
wissenschaftlichen Forschung lasst sich liier zum Ziele gelangen. 
Unser internationaler Kongress aber erscheint mir als die geeignete 
Statte, um diese Arbeit anzuregen. 
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THE RELIGION OF THE NANDI 

By a, C. HOLLIS, (Abstract) 

The Nandi tribe inhabit a part of the highlands known as the 
Nandi x>lateau, which is situated to the east of the Victoria Nyanza 
in British East Africa. 

The religious beliefs of the Nandi are somewhat vague and unfor- 
mulated. The supreme deity is Asista, the sun, who dwells in the 
sky : he created man and beast, and the world belongs to him ; prayers 
are addressed to him ; he is acknowledged to be a benefactor and the 
giver of all good things ; and offerings are at times made to him in 
return. 

Besides Asista, there are two other superhuman beings, the kindly 
and malevolent Thunder gods called rospcnitively Ilet ne-mie and I let 
ne^ya. The crashing of thunder near at hand is said to be the bad 
Ilet trying to come to earth to kill people, wliilst the distant rumbling 
is the good Ilety who is i)roteeting them and driving away liis name- 
sake. The Thunder gods are not worshipped, nor are offerings made 
to them. 

The Oiik^ i.e. tlie spirits of departed ancestors and adult relations, 
are held to be responsible for sickness and death, and tliey are appealed 
to and propitiated with milk, beer, and food av henever necessary. The 
human soul is embodied in a jicrson’s shadow, and it is firmly believed 
that after death the shadows of both good and bad i>eoplo go undt^r- 
ground and live there. 

There is also a devil called Chemosil, who is supposed to live on the 
earth and to i)rowl round searching to devour people. He is said 
to be half man, half bird, to have only one log but nine buttocks, 
and his mouth, which is red, is 8uj)i)osed to sliine at night time like 
a lamp. He propels himself by means of a stick which resembles 
a spear and which ho uses as a crutch. 

The prayers of the Nandi, like their religious beliefs, are somewhat 
vague. The commonest form of prayer, which is supposed to bo 
recited by all adult Nandi twice a day, but which is more particularly 
used by old men when they rise in the morning, especially if they 
have had a bad dream, is addressed to both Asista and to the spirits 
of deceased ancestors. The following is a translation : 

God, I have prayed to thee, guard my (*hildren and cattle. 

I have approached thee morning and evening. 

God, I have prayed to thee whilst thou didst sleep and whilst thou 
wentest. 
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God, I have prayed to thee. Do not now say : ‘ I am tired.* 

O our spirits, guard us who live on the earth, and do not say : ‘ We 
were killed by human beings.* 

War. When warriors have gone to the wars, the men’s mothers 
spit towards the sun every morning and say : 

God, give us health. 

The fathers meet together regularly and, before drinking their 
beer, sing : 

God, guard our children. 

That we may greet them. 

They then sprinkle some of the beer on the ground and on the walls 
of the hut, and say : 

O our spirits, we pray to you. 

Regard tliis beer, and give us health. 

On the return of a war party a thankoffering is made if the expedi- 
tion has been a success, and a war dance is held at which curiously 
enough a song is sung in Masai. It is simply : 

I pray to e/ng-Ai (the Masai Rain-god) 

And I pray to Mbatian (a former i)Owerful Masai chief). 

Wlien the captured cattle enter the cattle kraals, they are welcomed 
as follows : 

The raided cattle, ho! 

God hath given us health. 

If the expedition has not been successful and a number of warriors 
have been killed, the survivors must all go to a river on their return 
to their homes and batlie. They then hold a dance at which the 
^women wail and cry at intervals. Afterwards an old man stands 
amongst the seated warriors and says : 

God, we admit ourselves beaten, 

We pray thee, give us peace. 

Cattle. Wlicn cattle have been raided by an enemy or killed by 
lightning, a procession is formed and the cattle that have been left 
are driven to the nearest river, where each animal is sprinkled with 
water. One old man then recites these lines, all present repeating 
them after him : 

(^od, guard these that are left. 

AVe pray thee, guard tJiese that are left. 

When disease breaks out in a herd, a large bonfire is made and 
the sick herd is driven to the fire. A pregnant sheep is killed and 
eaten, and the herd is driven round the fire, each beast being sprinkled 
with milk, whilst the following prayer is offered up : 

God, we pray thee. 

Guard these that are here. 
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If cattle are poisoned at a ‘ salt-lick’, a similar ceremony is performed, 
but the prayer is slightly different. The elders say ; 

Grod, make good the salt-lick for us, 

So that if the oxen eat of the salt they may like it. 

Harvest. During the ripening of tlio eieusine grain and after the 
grain has been reaped, tlie harvest ceremonies are held. Porridge is 
made from the first basketful of grain cut, and all the members of the 
family take some of the food and dab it on the walls and roofs of the 
huts. They also put a little in tlicir mouths and spit it out towards 
the east. The following prayer is then recited : 

God, give us health. 

And may we be given strength, 

And may we be given milk. 

If any man eats of this corn, may he like it. 

And if a pregnant woman eats it, may she like it. 

After the harvest has been gathered in, a large bonfire is made by 
each division, and wiien there is a big blaze an erection like a door 
of a cattle kraal is built near the fire. The warriors then file past, 
and the elders, who stand by the door-posts, take a little milk and 
beer in their mouths and spit it on them whilst singing as follows : 

God, give us health. 

God, give us raided cattle. 

God, give us the offsj)ring of men and cattle. 

Drought. When there is a protracted drought, the old men collect 
together and take a black slieei^ witli them to a river. Having tied 
a fur cloak on to the shcei^’s back, they push it into the water, and 
take beer and milk into their mouths, which they spit out in the 
direction of the rising sun. When the sheep scrambles out of the 
w^ater and shakes itself, they recite the following i)rayer : 

God, we pray thee give us rain. 

Regard this milk and Ixer. 

We are suffering like women labouring with child. 

Guard our pregnant women and cows. 

Building. When the erection of a house is commenced, a short 
inaugural ceremony is performed. The elders of the family pour 
milk and beer and put some salt into the hole that has been prepared 
for the reception of the central i^ole and say : 

God, give us health. 

God, give us milk. 

God, give us power. 

God, give us corn. 

God, give us every tiling that is good, 

God, guard our children and our cattle. 

Birth. Four months after the birth of a child a feast is held. An 
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OX or goat is slaughtered, and after the mother, cliild, and animal 
have been anointed with milk by one of the elders of the clan, the 
child’s face is washed in the undigested food in the animal’s stomach. 
The elder then prays as follows : 

God, give us health. 

God, protect us. 

O our spirits, guard this cliild. 

O belly, guard this child. 

Potters, When the potters, who are always women, bake their 
wares, they recite the follo\i’ing prayer : 

God, give us strength. 

So that, when we cook in the pots, men may like them. 

Smiths, When smiths search for iron ore they pray and say : 

God, give us health. 

God, give us iron. 

Children, Cliildren do not as a rule pray, but when the two middle 
incisor teeth of the lower jaw are extracted, they throw the teeth 
away towards the rising sun and say ; 

God, take tliese brown teeth and give me wJiite ones, 

So that I may drink calf’s milk. 

It is impossible to refer in tin’s paper to the totems, tabus, clan 
peculiarities, rites, ceremonies, magic, and witch-craft, and the folk 
and cattle-lore of the Nandi, although these matters are all intimately 
connected Avith their religion. From the foregoing, however, it will 
be seen that the Nandi believe in a sky-god whose name, as already 
stated, is synonymous with the sun. The Nandi also, like the sur- 
rounding Bantu peoples and unlike the Masai, worship and propitiate 
the spirits of deceased ancestors. As a general rule it may, I tliink, 
be said that prayer and sacrifice to the sun or deities in the sky are 
unknown amongst the Bantu tribes of Eastern Africa, whilst this 
form of worsliip is followed by all the Nilotic or Hamitic tribes. The 
Bantu ICikuyu, it is true, acknowledge a sky-god whom they call 
Ngai, but both the name and the worship are obviously borrowed 
from the Masai. The Chaga, too, who sometimes pray to a sun-god 
called Iruwa, and spit tow^ards the east when they leave their huts in 
the morning, have probably taken these customs from the Dorobo, 
who ore nearly akin to the Nandi. 

I have been asked to add a few words on the subject of the 

Masai term for God. 

Eng-Ai, i. e. Al with the feminine article prefixed, means literally 
‘ the rain and though one occasionally hears other words used as 
the equivalent of God, e. g. Parmasis and Parsai^ there is no other 
word for rain. 
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To th© Masai eng-Ai is of much the same general pattern as the 
sky-god, ©. g. Zeus, was to the ancients. Joseph Thomson ^ states 
that their conception of the deity, whom lie called Ngai, was mar- 
vellously vague, and that whatever struck them as strange or incom- 
prehensible they at once assumed had some connexion with Ngai. 
Thus, his lamp was Ngai, he himself was Ngai, Ngai was in the steaming 
holes, and his house in the eternal snows of Kilima Njaro. But 
Thomson was incorrect. It is conceivable that tlie Masai alluded to 
liim, to his lamp, or to the steaming holes as e-’ng-Ai or le-’ng-Ai', i. e. 
of God, as this is the only term they have, so far as I am aware, to ex- 
press anything supernatural or sacred. Sickness, grass, the only active 
volcano in Masailand, can all be, and indeed are, referred to as 
e-’ng-Ai* or le-’ng-Ai, according to the gender of the substantive which 
precedes the expression. ‘ God gave us cattle and grass,’ tlio Masai 
say, ‘ we do not separate the things tliat God has given us.’ Cattle 
are sacred, and grass is consequently also sacred, i. e. it is of G<xl. 
The volcano which Thomson and others called Donyo Ngai is known 
to the Masai as 01-doinyo le-’ng-Ai, the Mountain of G(k 1, or the sacred 
mountain. I am glad to see that in the newest maj)s the change in 
orthography has been made. 

That eng-Ai is personified is aj)parcnt from the prayers given in my 
book, 2 which are all authentic, as well as in the forms of blessing and 
cursing. In one instance, it will lx; remembered, it is said ; ‘ The G(xl 
to whom I pray and He hears.’ 

Eng-Ai can also be used to express the sky or heavens, but the 
Masai equivalent for clouds, fog, cold, &c., may also be used in this 
sense. ‘Heaven’ in the expression ‘Heaven heli) you’ would te 
translated by eng-Ai, wiiilst ing-atambo, the clouds, would be required 
in a sentence like ‘ The heavens are overcast.’ 
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RELIGIOUS BELIEFS OF THE PRINCIPAL 
NATIVE TRIBES OF SOUTH AMERICA 

By J. H. GYBBON SPILSBURY. (Abstract) 

The subject-matter of this paper is the result of over tliirty years’ 
residence and travel among the chief indigenous tribes of South 
America, supplemented by constant research among the old writings 
of the Jesuit Fathers and historians of tlie Coniiucst. I have been 

• The Masai, 


^ Through Masailand* 
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very careful to discriminate bet\ve4>n traditions anterior to the arrival 
of the Spaniards and those influenced by subsequent Christian teaching, 
and even to eliminate all myths which may appear doubtful. 

As the subject is very vast, I have been obliged to confine my remarks 
to tlie following points: (1) The idea of God; (2) Worship; (3) The 
Existence of the Soul and a future state ; (4) The Deluge ; [closing with 
a few myths concerning the creation of the moon, and the re-peopling 
of the earth. 

It is necessary also at the very outset to make a sharp line of de- 
marcation between the civilized and n[>rganized nations at the time of 
the Conquest, and those which were still in a savage and barbarous 
state. The former comprise the vast empire of the Incas, w^hich ex- 
tended from Ecuador to Chile, the Muiscas of Colombia, the Guaranis 
of South Brazil, and the Caras of Ecuador. To the latter belong the 
numerous tribes of tlie Gran Chaco, the Indians of the Pampas and of 
Patagonia, the Onas and Yaligans of Tierra del Fuego, the Araucanos 
of Chile, the Brazilian Tupis and Botocudos, and the vast tribes of 
the Amazonian districts. 


I. The Idea of God 

It is now' generally acknow ledged that the conception of one Great 
Spirit, the Creator of all things, was universally spread among the 
aboriginal tribes, both civilized and barbarous, wdiich inhabited the 
vast continent of South America. 

But while recognizing the existence of this conception of a God, 
it is extremely diflumlt to arrive at a complete knowledge of how 
far this idea influenced the lives of the peoples, and to wiiat practical 
results it attained. Too far liave the simple conceptions of thest^ 
primitive men bc(*n moulded and twisted by both traveller and 
missionary, until they liavo emerged under a more definite shape, 
strongly tinged by preconceived religious beliefs and modes of thought. 

And this difficulty is still further increased by the fact that there 
arc found but few' practic^al results of this belief in a God, even among 
the more civilized nations of the Incas, the Muiscas, and the Caras, 
although tlie whole polity and social existence of these three empires 
w'ere based upon a religious foundation. 

The Supreme God whom they all acknowledged as the Universal 
Creator was, to them, a far-off Being, unable to be understood, too 
majestic, too just to be influenced by the desires or aspirations of 
men ; so that their real W'orship was offered to representatives of the 
Supreme One, or to attributt^s of his goodness. 

The Incas called this shadowy being Pachacamac, Creator of the 
World, a name borrowed from an older civilization of the Yungas, 



03 


14. Tribes of South America: S]}ihbury 

whose monumental temples they appropriated and used for the 
worsliip of Ynti, the Sun, as representative of Pachacjamac, Garcilaso 
de la Vega is more careful to prove that his ancestors considered 
Pachacamac as an unkno\vn, unrepresentable god, whose name they 
never uttered without extending the palm>s of tlie hand upw'ards. 

The primitive apostle of the Muiscas, named Boc^hica, taught them 
to believe in a Supreme Being, of whom they were forbidden to make 
any figure. Their worship was directed to natural objects, and their 
country teemed with sanctuaries and temples, fiUed with idols, whom 
they invoked as intercessors beiore the great God. 

The same idea of God existed among the savage tribes. The 
Araucanos, for example, beheved in an immaterial God, whom they 
called Huillhuernbo, creator of the universe. But their worship was 
directed to two of his attributes, viz. Almighty Power (called HuilU 
papilbo) and Eternity {Mollquechigeln). 

The Chiquitos of the Oran Chaco acknowledged the Creator under 
the name of Omequeturiqui, to whom they gave no form or shape, 
but their worship w^as offered to his son Urasana, w horn they repre- 
sented under the form of an ugly, misshapen dwarf. 

II. Worship 

Among the uncivilized tribes, Avorship was of the most elementary 
form, and the offerings of the simplest kind or most easily obtained : 
grains of maize, leaves of coca, featliers of birds, strangely shaped 
stones or pebbles, a mouthful of smoke, teeth or claws of animals, 
a lock of hair, &c. 

But as worsliip w as made more elaborate, not only were offerings 
multiplied in quantity, but their character w^as gradually changed, 
and they took rough symbolical forms, and were coupled with sacrifices 
of indigenous animals and birds. If avc except the Caribs of the 
northern shores, who came from the Western Isles, and a fcAV tribes 
of the Amazonian Avatershed, who had also migrated from the same 
islands, w^e find no traces that human sacrifices were offered to their 
gods. Human sacrifices w^ere only employed to celebrate a victory 
over public enemies. 

And in tins respect we are now^ able to clear the character of the 
enlightened Incas from the imputation of this stain, due to the 
apocryphal accounts of some of the Jesuit Fathers of the sixteenth 
century. The first Spaniard who ascribes to the Incas the use of 
human sacrifices was Cieza de Leon, in the second part of his Crmica 
dd Peru ; but he only obtained the information second hand from 
a rather doubtful passage in a work AATitten by Santa Cruz de Pachacuti, 
who spoke only of rejoicings for a victory ; and this error has been 
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copied in a modified form by Montesinos and Santillan, •without tmy 
attempt to prove the assertion. 

Among most tribes of savage Indians, even to Avithin the last thirty 
years, the principal worship was offered to Gualichu, the Spirit of 
Evil, to keep him in a good temper and induce him not to annoy them. 

III. The Existence of the Soul and a Future State 

The liope of immortality was general among all the tribes of South 
America, who had, however, no definite idea of rewards or punish- 
ments. The present life was to be continued, only under different 
and happier conditions. Hence arose the general custom of preserving 
or embalming the body ; as also, in accordance with that belief, they 
placed within reach of the dead such articles of food, arms, or imple- 
ments as would be suitable for the immediate necessities of the life 
in the " happy regions ’. 

Cremation was almost unknowi, except on the victims of war. 

Among many tribes, the body, when embalmed, was bent into the 
position of a babe in the womb, and was then wrapped in rich and 
(iostly garments or skins ; or among the poorer, encased in huge 
straw mats, or in clay coverings and then buried in caves or huacas, 
Garcilaso de la Vega, writing in the year 1560, affirms that in the 
house of Polo Ondegardo in the city of Cuzco, he saw the mummies 
r>f three Incas, Huirakcocha, Tupac Inca Yupanqui, and Huayna 
Kcapac, with tw'o queens, so well preserved that they lacked neither 
hair nor eye-lashes. Cieza de Leon relates that the Chiriguanos, an 
important tribe of tlie Pilcomayo, after doubling up the body like 
the ln(*as, encased it in a clay pot, witli a movable lid also made 
of clay. 

As another conse(j|iuMice of their belief in a future state of like 
(iiara(^ter to the life on earth, wo find the custom of sacrificing upon 
the tomb llamas and dogs for the chase, and of slaves and attendants 
to wait upon their masters. At times also wives were sacrificed in 
like manner. Montesinos says that on the death of the Inca Huayna 
Kcapac, more than four thousand people voluntarily offered themselves 
as victims on his tomb. 

IV. Traditions of the Deluge 

Myths of the deluge are abundant, but all have special local features, 
which are a proof of their authenticity. 

The Inca tradition speaks of a deluge of water wliich rose up from 
the plains to near the summit of the highest peaks of the Andes, 
wasliing away the abodes of men, as a punishment for their wicked- 
ness. In the region of Lake Titicaca, seven persons took refuge in 
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a large cave, in which they found many animals had souglit for safety. 
When the waters receded, the seven persons came forth and re-peopled 
the whole earth. Various myths and legends are to be foimd bearing 
on the same subject. 

But the natives of South America not only believed these traditions 
of the deluge, but they also asserted that the rainbow was a sign 
that the earth would not be again destroyed by water. Balboa in 
his Miscdlanea Antarctica relates that Manco Kcapac, the founder 
of the Inca dynasty, on coming forth from Lake Titicaca with his 
wife Mama Oello, ‘ journeyed op until a mountain, now called Guana- 
cauri, presented itself to their view, when on a certain morning they 
beheld the rainbow rising above the mountain, witli one extremity 
resting upon it. Immediately Manco Kcapac turned to his com- 
panion and said : *‘This is a propitious sign that the earth will not be 
again destroyed by water.”’ 

Among many tribes, this influence of the rainbow is explained 
physically, by asserting that the two extremities of the bow rested 
on the waters, and by their weight prevented them from rising above 
a special level. 

The Tupis and Guaranis also have legends relating to the deluge 
and the rainbow, while sundry interesting myths of the Botoendos, 
and other kindred tribes of Brazil, treat of the creation of tli© moon, 
and the re-peopling of the earth after tlic deluge. 
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VESTIGES OF TOTEMISM IN THE MAI.AY 

PENINSULA 

By W. W. SKEAT. (Abstract) 

The descriptive ethnologist, as distinguislied from those who are 
working at the comparative side of tlie subject, is confronted with 
certain difficulties arising from the (perhaps inevitable) incompleteness 
of theoretic formulae. I liavc endeavoured to show, in this paper, 
what some of these difficulties are in the case of Totemism, the incom- 
plete .and divergent theories about which render the task of classifying 
an important section of native beliefs more than usually perplexing. 

In order to deal with this, one of the chief problems with which 
I am faced, I have attempted to construct, out of the writings of 
Andrew Lang and other authorities, a working idea of Totemism, 
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in relation to what I may call its pre-totemistic elemen^ which would 
serve my turn for the purposes of classification. At%e same tinie, 
since I have stated in Pagan Races of the Malay Peninsula that there 
is no totemism among the Semang, I have necessarily to consider the 
question of kiniess totemism, recently attributed to the Semang of 
the Malay Peninsula by Mr. Laurence Gomme; and though there are 
difficulties in the way of accepting that attribution, there are also 
several important considerations which complicate the general question, 
and lead me to ask, not wluit constitutes true totemism, but what 
are the relative status and sequence of^the elements of which it is com- 
posed. I do not suggest that the practice of relying upon a pretended 
kinship with animals, plants, or things, for the protection or help of 
their mana, or for strategic or other purposes, should be provisionally 
classed as totemism ; but I wish to know whether some broad classifica- 
tory scheme cannot bo formulated, in which all the instances of 
transcendental relations between men and animals, at least, will be 
equally considered, and whether particular practices under such a 
scheme should be classified as resulting from totemism itself, or from 
ideas eventually interwoven with the totem ic system — ^as modem 
representatives of an archaic stratum of beliefs, from which the totem 
system, as wo know it, has sprung. 

The first and naturally the most important question is : — Of what 
do the foundations of the totemic idea really consist ? Andrew 
Lang’s Avork supplies the answer. In formulating his hypothesis as to 
the origin of totemism, in the Secret of the Totem, he regarded it as 
having sprung, partly from the naming of savage societies, and partly 
from a species of ‘ natural exogamy ‘ We guess that for the sake of 
distinction, groups gave each other animal and plant names. These 
became stereotyped, Ave conjecture, and their origin Avas forgotten. 
The belief that there must necessarily be some connexion between 
animals and men of the same names led to speculation about the 
nature of the connexion. The usual reply was that men and animals 
of the same name Avere akin by blood. The kinship mth animals 
being particularly mysterious Avas particularly sacred. From these 
ideas arose tabus, and among otliers that of totemic exogamy.’ Hence 
Mr. Lang postulates (1) a group animal name of unknown origin, 
(2) belief in a transcendental connexion between all bearers of the same 
name, and (3) belief in the blood superstitions (the ‘ mystically sacred 
quality of the blood as life ’) ; these Avere all that Avas needed to ‘ give 
rise to all the totemic creeds and practices, including exogamy 

This is as clear and definite a description of totemism conceived as 
at a certain stage of development, as we are likely to see. Yet it is 
perhaps not unfair to ask whether Mr. Lang has, in this instance, 
pushed his arguments to their fullest legitimate conclusions. What 
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he seems to though he does not actually say so, is tliat totemism 

is not, as it were, an elemental product of the human mind, insus- 
ceptible of further analysis, but rather of the nature of a conglomerate. 
If this is his view, it seems impossible to take exception to it. If, 
however, exogamy and tabus ‘grew out of’ tlie aforesaid elements, 
there must have been, at some point or other, a prc-exogamic stage 
of totemism. But, as we have seen, Mr. Lang’s true position is that 
there was an early tendency to marry out, existing prior to the 
tabu arising from the superstitions engendered by these names. In 
other words natural exogamy preceded totemism. We must therefore 
suppose that Mr. Lang is thinking, in these two passages, of two different 
kinds of exogamy, the one natural, the other a formally recognized 
institution. 

Again, Lang’s rare and valuable hint, in Social Origins, that there is 
nothing necessarily religious about early forms of totemism, shows 
that a belief in the ‘mystically sacred quality of the blood as life’ 
is also a later element. Several considerations confirm this. ‘ Con- 
ceptional ignorance’ would surely be opposed, toto cado, to the order of 
things that a recognized kinship would establish, and hence would point 
back to pre-totemistic times. In the Malay Peninsula these traditions 
are strikingly strong and significant, including legends of children 
born in various impossible ways, the legend of the advice given by the 
monkey and the dove to the first parents of th(^ race, of the Semang 
women whose only spouse was the evening wind, and so forth. Even 
the formal avoidance, by the mother-in-law, of her daughter’s liusband 
may belong to the i)re-, or at least j>roto-totemisti(; stage, since their 
relationship did not come within the scope of the prohibited degrees. 
Besides, there is pre-totemic exogamy already mentioned. Hence 
belief in kinship must be a later development of the totemic era, 
and this would bring us by a different chain of argument t o th(^ kinless 
totemism of Mr. Gomme. 

As to the two elements not yet considered, it seems more reasonable 
to suppose that belief in a transcendental connexion between all 
bearers of the same name could lead to group animal names than 
vice versa, since for the former sequence of development there is 
adequate reason, for the latter there is not. What has not been 
shown us, is (as Mr. Marett has kindly pointed out) how the 
‘ magic of the name ’ could lead on to the ‘ one sacred blood All 
that is clear is that if there was at an early stage among a number 
of human groups, any general practice of giving each other animal 
names, this can only have been due to some clear motive acting 
throughout aU the groups. Food and fighting-i)ower, got by working 
on anthropomorphic or ‘ heteromorphic ’ principles, would be two of 
the most likely objects, and as such should bo considered. Leaving, 
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therefore, this question to be decided by others, and mei^ly remarking 
that if this were so, it would leave the ease of the belief in a trans- 
cendental connexion between men and animals alone to be dealt with, 
we come to the fact that beliefs of this kind are open to consideration 
from two points of view, i.e. from the anthropomorphic, and the 
hetcromorphic. 

This cleavage of ideas actually occurs in the savage mind. Some 
men mimic beasts and even eat them to acquire their qualities ; 
otliers mimic them with the idea of deceiving even the game itself. 
Many trains of thought might lead them to assume the names of animals, 
in order to set up, as it were, a make-believe kinship with them, 
just as the Dc^grib Indian in deer-stalking, or the ostrich hunter, for 
a similar purpose, adopts the disguise of liis intended victim’s head and 
skin. This tendency to adopt a make-believe kinship with animals 
would be combined, no doubt from the earliest times, with the growing 
practice of expelling tJie younger males from the family dwelling, formal 
exogamy based on kinship would follow, and thus by gradual stages 
the various elements of toiemism would be built up. 

To sum up, Mr. Lang has told us what arc the elements of the 
complex of which totomism is composed, and we may accept it as a fact 
that at this point, which ho lias defined for us, totemism splits into 
its component parts. Ajiterior and subs('qu('ntly to this there are, of 
(jourse, totemistic (dements, but tlu‘y are not blended into the form 
of totemism. What is important for us to know is : in what relation 
to each other, to totemism itself, and to other allied beliefs do 
these elements of totemism stand ? What are we to say of the 
relation between totemistic belic^fs and the belief in the embodiment 
of dead ancestors in cen tain animals ? And what of the affinity 
between a man (i.e. an individual man) and a species, if the man 
hands on the cult to liis descendants ? Wherein does it differ at 
the outset from a similar affinity, in the case of which the man does 
not hand on the cult ? 

With regard to the classification of beliefs bearing on savage ideas 
of a transcendental connexion between men and animals, we must 
take into account the fact that savage races regard various species 
of animals almost as if they were neighbouring tribes : thus African 
natives told Livingstone that they ‘ looked on cattle as human, and 
living at home like men The Malay accounts are even more strikingly 
complete. To them the tigers are human beings who assume, for 
purposes of their own, the tiger’s shape, and who have, moreover, 
in various parts of the Peninsula (Mount Ophir, for instance) settlements 
of their own ; the houses of which have their framework of human 
bones, covered over with human skin, and are thatched with women’s 
hair. They even have a chief who, unlike his followers, never adopts 
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what may be called the tiger disguise, but always appears in his own 
shape as a man. They are, besides, credited with leaving establislied 
a regular form of government, and are believed to be under an injunc- 
tion, or * curse ’ which prevents them from taking the life of any of 
their human neighbours, unless it has been ‘ given them The 
fulfilment of this condition they are driven to ascertain by means of 
divination, for which purpose they ‘gaze’ at a leaf until, in the event 
of their desire being granted, it takes the shajic^ of their proposed 
victim, minus the head. 

Here I may remark in passfng that any Malay of the old school, 
now fast disappearing, who sought a human victim or proposed to 
engage in any other at all important or hazardous enterprise, would 
be sure to employ divination in some one of the many forms in which 
it is known to him. Tlie avoidance of the word ‘tiger’, and the 
substitution for it of such titles as ‘ Chief of the Forest ’ or ‘ Grand- 
father of the Forest &c., by Malays passing through the jungle, 
as well as the language of the charms used against tigers, and the 
practice of craving the tiger’s forgiveness when a trap has to be set 
to catch him, are facts that all point in the same direction. Space 
fails me to describe in (equally full detail the Malay point of view 
with regard to other animals. It will perhaps suffic(>! to say that these 
tiger-beliefs are notin any way exceptional, that thc^re is an Elcphant- 
eity, for instance, just as tluu’o is a city of tlie tigeus ; and that the 
rhinoceros, crocodile, wild deer, wild hog, and dog, among animals, and 
wild pigeon among birds, ar<^ all strong examples of th(^ power and 
extent of the anthropomorpliic idea among the Malays. Thus the 
invitation of the deer wizard to the wild stag and doe, the former 
of whom ho addresses as a ‘ Crown Prince ’ with his ‘ Speckled Ih’incess 
to enter the toils runs as follows : ‘ If you wish for bracelets and rings, 
stretch forward your forefeet.’ And tlu^ (j( >11 juration of the wild 
pigeon is a wonderful blending of the two standpoints : 

Tjot those Avhich have eggs leaver tlieir eggs. 

And those which are blind come led by others, 

And those which have broken limbs come on crutches. 

The birds are invited to assemble in the ‘ enti ance-hall of King Solomon 
no imaginary place but the coni(!al leaf-hut of thc', dccoyer ; and three 
different kinds of pigeon arc addressed respectively as the Queen, 
a Princess, and their Handmaid. The anthropomorphic ideas of the 
Malays with regard to the rice-plant have been dealt with by Mr. Frazer 
with such erudition and exliaustive wealth of illustration, that I need 
do no more than mention them here. Suffices it to say that the birth 
of the Rice-Child, or Rice-Soul, is simulated in the field, the first seven 
ears taken from the mother-sheaf (wdiich represent it) being laid in 
a small basket-cradle, and taken home under the shade of an umbrella 

h2 
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to the house, where it is received as if it were a new-born infant. 
Anthropomorphic ideas similarly extend to • fruit-trees ; of which 
the best examples are perliaps the durian and the coco-nut-palm. It 
now only remains to mention inanimate objects, and the personality 
attributed to these comes out with convincing clearness in the following 
lines, taken from charms addressed to the grains of tin-ore under- 
ground. 

‘Peace be unto you. Tin-ore! Come forth from this matrix of 
solid rock ! If you do not come forth, you shall be rebels in the sight 
of God.’ Tliis is no solitary ease, for ‘elsewhere we have ‘Assemble 
yourselves together, Riee-grains and Spinach-seed, Tobacco-seed, 
Millet, and Wild-giiiger-seed. [All these are allusions to the different 
shapes and sizes of the tiii-grains.J If ye do not assemble yourselves 
together, I shall curse you : you shall be turned into dust, into air, 
you shall be turned into water ! ’ It is obvious even from the fore- 
going examples — and many more are available — that there are degrees 
of anthropomorphism as well as of heteromorphism, if we look at them 
from the native standpoint ; and the matter would repay further 
investigation. The Ixdiefs about the tiger, for instance, must not 
be considered without refereru^e to the were-tiger beliefs, as to which 
the convictions of the^ Malay up-country peasant are held with remark- 
able tenacity. 

Witness Mr. Hugh Clifford ou this point : ‘ Tlie Malay knows it 
is true. Evidence, if it be needed, may be had in plenty ; the evidence, 
too, of sober-minded men, whose words in a court of justice w^ould 
luring conviction to the most obstinate of jurymen, and be more than 
sufficient to hang the most innoc ent of prisoners. The Malays know 
well hoW' Haji Abdullah, the native of the little state of Korinchi 
in Sumatra, was cauglit naked in a tiger-trap, and purchased his 
liberty at the price of i\w. buffaloes he had slain w hile he marauded in 
the likeness of a beast. They know* of the countless Korinchi men who 
have vomited featluMs, after feasting upon fowls when for the nonce 
they had assumed the form of tigers, and they know, too, of those 
other men of the same race who have left their garments and trading 
packs in thickets, whence presently a tiger has emerged/ 

This may be paralleled in England; for if we go back three centuries, 
w e find cases in w hicli animals, such as pigs and rats, were solemnly 
charged, tried, and even executed, for causing the death of human 
beings. 

Even an analysis of the beliefs and practices of totemism itself (as 
formulated by so great an authority as Dr. Frazer), will give us the 
two main classes (of belief and j)racticc) already indicated. Under the 
first of these (the anthropomorphic), the totem is treated as a member 
of the kin ; under the second, the kin affects characteristics of the 
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totem — dresses like it, perlijfps even assumes its name, and so forth. 
Again, should the Irish seal-clan, the were-wolves of Ossory and else- 
where, and the Malay and Semang were-tigers, be classified, or not 
classified, with the pre-totemistic elements of what afterwards became 
totemism ? 

Looking at the matter from a purely native (c.g. Malay) standpoint, 
there seems to be no insuperable difficulty in the way of formulating 
a scheme which should include plants as well as animals, and with 
regard to inanimate objects, Mr. Hartland lias sliown, in his York 
address, that ‘ churinga ’ are bblicved to make the yams or grass-seed 
grow, as well as to scare animals or help to secure the game. 

Examples, showing any characteristics of true totemism, already 
recorded from the Malay Peninsula, are few, and owing to the Malays 
being an immigrant race, the disjecta membra of the system are all 
that we find, the result being that (as Blagden has shown) mother-riglit 
only occurs in some districts, and exogamy in otliers. The examples 
are (1) that of the Rajas of Raman, forbidden to partake of the bamboo 
shoots w^honce they sjirang, and tlie members of whose royal house were 
called by the names of certain vegetables, (2) the Malay tribe of 
hereditary bards sprung from foam vomited by a bull, (3) the Prince 
of Malacca who was saved from drowning by the alu-alu fish and the 
flower gandasuU, There is also the tradition of a Foam-born IVincess 
w’ho in some traditions enters into an <*xogamic alliance with the 
Bamboo Prince. 

Coming to Mr. Gomme’s suggestion as to the existence of kinless 
totemism among the Scniang, this depends mainly on the statement 
made by Vaughan-Stcveiis, that the Semang named their children 
after plants. But Vaughan-Stevens, unchecked and uncorroborated, 
is not a safe authority for any fact of such importance, and in this 
particular instance, an analysis of over oiu^ hundred names, colk^cted 
by myself tends to prove the contrary. 


16 

In Messiah Beliefs of the American ImliansliU^s Mary Alicia Owen 
showed that whene.ver a nation or a tribe stands in desperate need 
of a deliverer, its agonized desire becomes in time idealized hope quick- 
ening into fervid expectation. Sometimes tliis hope takes the shape 
of a shamed remembrance of an unappreciated hero w^ho has been 
martyred or driven away, and is thus exjiected to return in majesty 
as a god. Such were the culture-heroes Quetzalcoatl, Pachacamac- 
Viracocha, Glooscap, Hiawatha. 
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Not all tha Indian Messiahs are culture-heroes and demigods. In 
many tribes a passionate patriot has arisen who, after long fasts and 
frenzied prayers, has come to consider himself a divinely appointed 
leader. This belief grows in strength with each successive vigiL 
His weaker bretliren are liypnotized until they yield him a ready 
obedience. Such were Pope the Pueblo medicine-man, who headed 
a revolt against the Spaniards in 1680, the Peruvian Condorcanqui, 
the Delaware Pontiac, and other North American leaders; of whom 
the most recent have been Nakai-doklini the Apache, the Wanapum 
Smoholla, Squ-sa(;ht-un, called by the whites John Slocum, among the 
Indians of Puget Sound, and the Paiute Wovoka, the Messiah of the 
Ghost-dance Religion. Many of these men have been greatly influenced 
by Christianity . It is for the good of the individual, the tribe, and the 
world at large, when the Messiah or teacher counsels patience, long* 
suffering, kindness, chastity, honesty, with a hope of better things 
in future to make the present endurable, instead of uttering the male- 
volent and brutish oruehis of the old shamans. 
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It is perliaps not too much to say that any attoin})t to deal 
satisfactorily with the history of religion in China and Japan has 
only become possible within ( omparatively recent years. The struggle 
with the written language of China used formerly to absorb so much 
of the studenCs time, that his career was often iinished before^ he had 
leisure to make practical use of the vehicle he had so laboriously 
acquired. Plac^e-names, personal names, plant-names ; dates, some- 
times cyclical and sometimes dynastic ; and especially, bewildering 
allusions to incidents and episodes in history, poetry, and general 
literature, often of the vaguest and most shadowy desc ription ; all 
these were formerly insuperable barriers to rapid advance in any 
given direction. 

But times are changing ; and the student has now at his control 
a variety of works, the consultation of which enables him to pass 
lightly over ground where his predecessors would have* been arrested 
at every step. It is true that liefore resc.arth of any kind (Tin be 
attempted, the student is still facted with the dilficTilty of ac(|uiring an 
adequate knowledge of the written language ; no mean task in itself, 
but a trifle compared with the labour which, as indicatc^d above, con- 
fronted the pioneers of Chinese studies in e arly days. 

The same is ti*ue of Japanese studies. Professor Revon, whose 
absence here to-day is a mattcir of sincere regret, excuses the erroneous 
conclusions of a distinguished Japanese scliolar on the ground that lu^ 
had ‘(jonsacre sa vie a retude de la langue,’ and had not enjoyed 
leisure for comparative* rescTirch. 

We are now, however, in a better position than ever before, to pass 
from general to special studies ; and it is extremely desirable that the 
student of the future, instead of wandering at random over the novel 
and deeply interesting fiedd which Chinese literature opens to his 
gaze, should devote himself more and more to some particular route, 
the rough clearing of which has already been done for him in such 
a way that he may begin where his predecessor left off. We have 
reached a point in Chinese studies at which it i)iay be said that only 
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by specialization can any further real progress be made. As an 
earnest of what can be done in the direction which particularly 
interests us at this Congress, I need only allude to the volumes 
already published of a monumental work, The Religious System 
ofChina^ by Professor de Groot, of the University of Leiden. 

At this date, we still cannot really be said to know anything at all 
of the origin of the Chinese people. Various surmises have from time 
to time been brought forward ; and chief amongst these is the theory 
that Akkadia (mentioned in Genesis x. 10), the south-eastern division 
of ancient Babylonia, was the cradle of the Chinese race and the 
source of their marvellous civilization. The evidence, however, for 
this view can scarcely be said to convince*, consisting as it does mostly 
of mere coincidences ; and as such it has already been set aside 
by Professor Ilirtli in his recently published Ancient Histmy of 
Chiua, and by others among those best qualified to judge. 

The origin of religion in China is equ.illy hidden from us behind 
what has hitherto proved to be an impenetrable veil. In the very 
earliest records of Chinese civilization, — records which hand down the 
traditions of a still more remote and more dimly-outlined antiquity, — 
we find the Chinese people living under an established goveniment, 
with advanced laws and institutions for their j)olitical and social 
well-being. It was not, however, only by judicial eruu^tiiients and 
{)enaltics that individuals were restraim^d from such courses as would 
operate against the common weal. It had been fully recognized 
for ages past that there was a Power, to whom evil of any kind was 
displeasing, and from whom punishment might be expected for any 
form of wrong-doing. 

This Power was called 'Tieu^ which also means sky, heaven ; and it 
was represented in the pictorial script of primeval times by the rude 
figure of a man. It is not suggested that the idea of an anthropo- 
morphic God preceded the idea of the sky in which He was placed ; 
but merely that in the Chinese script the character for T^ien empha- 
sized pictorially the sense of God rather than that of sky, the latter 
being nevertheless the original meaning of the spoken word Tien^ 
and still the more common meaning of the two, further extended 
in colloquial to a revolution of the sky, signifying the period of a day, 
and even to the weather. An earlier symbol for the visible heavens, 
belonging to the days of pictorial writing, but now no longer in use, 
is said to have been three horizontal lines. 

The pei’sonality of T* %en was extremely vague, and may be com- 
pared with that of Jehovah of the Old Testament, the God of Gods 
of the Psalms. We may continue the parallel by saying that just as 
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evil was displeasing, so was good acceptable to Pien. Human con* 
duct received its due reward ; to quote the actual words of the Canon, 

The way of God {Pien) is to bless tlic good, and punish the bad. 

With the due ordering of the seasons, the insistence on right 
conduct between man and man, and the punishments and rewards to 
be meted out, the functions of Pien seem to have begun and ended* 
There is no suggestion that Pien called the universe into being, 
though associated in another sense with TV, earth, — ‘the bridal 
of the earth and sky,’ — in tlie constant renewal of animal and 
vegetable life ; nor is it suggested that Pini had anything to do with 
the appearance of the human race, or claimed any love or gratitude, 
or even reverence, beyond the 1‘ear inspired by the swift and open 
punishment of evil-dt)ers. Cases of cruelty and injustice on the part 
of Pien were fronv time to time recorded ; but, generally speaking, if 
a man led a moral life, he needed not to concern liimself with this 
Power, unless indeed some particular favour were re(|uired, in which 
case sacrifice and prayei* would be called into lecjuisition. Burnt 
oft*erings were freely made ; and a recent writer lias endeavomed 
to show, with much j)lausibility, that the crandle lighted at the 
modern shrine is but a survival of the victim’s fat. 

It is not indeed clear that in the earliest agtjs there was any notion 
of a place of departed sjiirits, though the spirits enjoyed honour and 
worship at the hands of their descendants. The idea of a heaven 
was a later development. Neither does it appear that there was 
any Evil One, envious of the power of God, or desirous of tempting 
the human race away from the path of rectitude. The personality 
of the Devil is foreign to Chinese ideas on the Mibject of sin. 

After a certain interval of time, — how long a time we cannot 
say, — this simple monotheism und(*rwent an extraordinary change. 
Pieiif God, came to be called by iuiother names ^^iid was investerl 
under the new title with a more marked personality, which hitherto 
had been wanting; thus bringing Him into a closer relationship 
with mankind. There were in fact two Gods, — who were still One,- 
a Duality in Unity, — two Persons but one substance. The new 
conception was called Ti or Shang Ti, the Supreme Ruler. His 
anthropomorphic nature was more strongly accentuated than that 
of Pien. He enjoyed the flavour of sacrifices, was pleased with 
music and dancing in His honour, took sides in warfare, walked and 
talked, and thus satisfied the aspirations of the Chinese people 
for contact, so to speak, with a more personal God. Yet these two 
Persons were actually one and the same ; the more abstract T^icn, 
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God Passive, and the more concrete Shang T% God Active, are 
really, according to Chinese interpretation, one indivisible Power, in 
which two separate and distinct Personalities co-exist. In the Canon 
of Filial Piety, is made to rank above Shang Ti ; but practically 
the status of the two Persons is equal. 

The Chinese conception of God has taken several forms in addition 
^ to the original anthropomorphism which prevailed in the earliest 
ages. God has been understood to mean precisely that mysterious 
agency personified in the West as Nature. As such. He is often 
called Tsao Hua^ tlie Maker-Transformer, and He is occupied, 
as in the case of already mc‘ntioned, in the production and 

development of all terrestrial life, animal and vegetable. Yet, even 
to this Power — scarcely a Being— human attributes are irresistibly 
assigned. Thus we read, 

God {Tsao Hua) does not work in winter, but stops the machine 

by which all t^rcated things are produced. 

It is often said, and with much reason, that the t'hinese have not 
very marked religious instincts ; still, many Chinese are shocked 
by the absence of a reverential attitude towards the Unseen. Among 
the surnames of the (.’hinese we find the word God, just as in 

Portugal, for instance, tlu; word ♦lesus is familiarly employed as 
a name. At least two individuals, eminent enough to be mentioned 
in tlie Dynastic Histories, have possessed this name ; from which it is 
fair to infer that there have been many, of whom there is no record. 
In A. 1). 1117 a Censor incmorializi^d the Throne, that it should 
be forbidden in future to use thu term ‘ God as a surname. He 
obtained a favourable Rescript ; but not much attention seems to 
have been paid to it, for again in 1506 we find a similar application. 
I am unable to say if the surname is still in use in China or not. 

The monotheism, of which the above gives but a faint outline, 
comprises really all the riligion which supplied the spiritual needs of 
the Chinese people in early ages. What worship there may have 
been of the sun, moon, and stars, of the deities of hill and stream, 
and even of ancestors, conseejuent perhaps upon the development of 
Shang T% seems to have gradually clustered around the monotheistic 
stem. But on most of these points we are still imperfectly informed ; 
the vast masses of Chinese literature on this subject remain to 
be scientifically explored. 

And so things wen! on until the advent of Confucius, five and 
a half centuries before the Christian era. Confucius, though amply 
recognizing a Supreme Power of some kind, declared plainly that God 
merely required man to do his duty towards his neighbour, and that 
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with such a consummation He would rest completely satisfied. 
Confucius positively discouraged any attenij)t to deal with the 
problem of a future state ; and it may fairly he said that the modern 
agnosticism of the educated classes in China is entirely due to 
the teachings of the Sage, reinforced later on by those of his great 
disciple, Chu Hsi (twelfth century a.d.). In one passage the latter 
uses language which will not bear misconstruction ; — 

The blue empyrean, which we call T'w/i, and which revolves 
unceasingly, is that and nothing more. To declare, as people do, 
that it contains a Being, wlio awards punishment for crimes, is 
impossible; such statements are without authority, and there is 
no evidence to that effect. 

It is, however, a mistake — and one which I have made myself — to 
think that Chu Hsi denied altogether the existence of an unseen 
Powder. When speaking of the occurrence of the term Vien in the 
Confucian Canon, he says that — 

it must sometimes be interpreted as the sky, sometimes as a Clw- 
tsaiy a Ruler or Governor, and sometimes as a principle. 

And in another place he says that all unseen powers or influences 
may be gathered under the heading Pien, To one who asked him if 
there was any return after death, he replied categorically^. 

When we go, that is all ; how can matter which has once been 
dissipated, ever be brought togetlier again 

It is interesting to note that the term employed by Confucius for 
God was the older one, Pien. 

He who offends against Pterin has none to whom he can pray. 

I do not murmur against Pien ; I do not grumble against man. 

My studies are here below ; my thoughts mount upwards. 

I can only discover one instance in which Shang Ti is put into the 
mouth of Confucius, though as editor of the Odes he must have found 
it in constant use. 

Meanwhile, many philosophers and others had begun to speculate 
on the very problem which Confucius had set aside as beyx)nd the 
province of mankind, and also on the (juestion of man in relation to 
the Universe. 

Among the most curious of the documents Avhich have been handed 
down to us, is a poem of the fourth century i*. c., in wliich the writer, 
Ch^ii P'ing, asks a number of (|uestions about the Universe and 
its traditions, leaving the reader to find the answ'ers for himself. 
The poem opens thus : — 
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At the beginning of antiquity, who was there to hand down the 
story ? 

When heaven and earth were without form, who examined and 
found them so ? 

When matter was without form, how could it be recognized ? 

How were the periodical changes of light and darkness brought 
about ? 

The nine layers of the round sky, — who has measured them ? 

By whose skill were they construeted ? 

Where is the sky joined to the earth ? and who divided out the 
twelve signs of the zodiac ? 

How are the sun and moon fastened on ? how are the stars laid 
out ? 

What virtue is there in the moon, by which it dies and is born 
ligain ? 

With reference to the arrangement of the heavens in nine layers, 
one above the other, it may be interesting to recall the Ptolemaic 
system of tlui universe, as set forth to the Chinese people so late 
as 1614 by Emmanuel Diaz, the famous Jesuit missionary. The 
learned Father, in a diagram which has survived, placed the earth in 
the middle of twelve concentric circles or layers, each of which was 
appropriated to the orbit of some planet, to the twenty-four zodiacal 
constellations, &c. ^J^lie fourth layer, for instance, was assigned 
to the Sun ; and the twelfth, which, we are told, 

remains ever motionless, while all the others revolve, 
was labelled, 

Heaven, the abode of God, and of all His angels and saints. 

The views of Chuang Tzu (third century b. (\), the leading philo- 
sopher of the Taoist oi’ Mystic school of thought, are interesting 
as exhibiting a by-path into which the ancient monotheism was 
diverted. To Chuang Tzu, jPic/i, God, became a mere abstraction, — 
Unity, which he describes as 

the Centre at which all Infinities converge, and where Positive and 
Negative alike blend into One. 

God is the source of life, and to that source all life sooner or later 
returns. We are not the arbiters of our own fortunes. 

Suppose, says Chuang Tzti, that the boiling metal in a smelting- 
pot were to bubble up and say. Make of me an Excalibur ; I think 
the (raster would reject that metal as uncanny. And if a sinner like 
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myself were to say to God, Make of me a man, make of mo a man, 
I think He too would reject me as uncanny. The universe is the 
smelting-pot, and God is the caster. I shall go whithersoever I am 
sent, to wake unconscious of the past, as a man wakes from a dream- 
less sleep. 

Again, in the words of Chiiang Tzii, 

The ultimate end is God. He is manifested in the laws of Nature. 
He is the hidden spring. At the Ixiginning, He was. 

Hslin Tzu, a so-called heterodox writer of the third century, has a 
good deal to say about T'ien^ God, and His attributes. He is one of 
those philosophers who, as before mentioned, identify God to a great 
extent with the creative and regulative physical Force which we call 
Nature, and which we commonly personify as a female being. With 
Hsun Tzu, God is a Power working upon eternal lines, without 
reference to good or evil, and sending rain upon the just and the un- 
just alike ; the difSerence being that the man who responds obediently 
to Nature^’s laws will find himself better off* in the end than the man 
who acts in opposition to these laws. 

When meteors fall, says Hsiin Tzu, or when trees shriek, the 
people are all afraid, and ask. What are these things ? I say that 
they are nothing,- nothing more than phenomena incidental to the 
ordinary operations of Nature, at which we may be astonished, 
but not frightened. 

Chang T'’sai, a philosopher of the eleventh century, who wrote 
a work on the Theory of tJw Umx'erse^ has some interesting remarks 
bearing on his conception of the Deity. Here arc four short 
examples : — 

The inscrutable part of God is His Divinity ; and it is because 
this Divinity is everlasting that He is God. 

God never speaks, yet we trust Him ; the spirits are never angry, 
yet we fear them. This is because God is perfectly sincere, and 
the spirits are entirely just. 

God’s knowledge of this world does not reach Him by eai^s, eyes, 
or mind; yet it is more profound than if ears, eyes, or mind 
were employed. 

God is immanent in all things without exception, just as the 
principle of goodness is immanent in all affairs. 

The idea that God is above us, in the sky, is one that has mostly 
prevailed in China, at any rate, liefore the time of Chu Hsi. Evidence 
of this may be gathered from many sources. The poet Yang i 
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(a. d. 974-1030), when still a child, was taken up to the top of 
a pagoda, and was so impressed that he burst into verse, as follows : — 

Upon this tall pagoda’s peak 

My hands can nigh the stars enclose ; 

I dare not raise my voice to speak. 

For fear of startling God’s repose. 

Another poet, Sung Po-jen of the twelfth century, wrote the 
following lines on seeing a boy fly a paper kite made in the form of 
the bird of that name : — 

A bird, yet not a bird, it soars 
High up above the land. 

Its wind-borne movements to and fro 
Checked by a single strand . . . 

Ah, shame on me that this poor thing- — 

While I cling to the sod — 

Held by the grip of a Ixiyish hand 
Should rise so near to God ! 

However, in the search after God, c*arried on for so many centuries 
by Chinese philosophers, it is scarcely strange to find that He has 
been located where indeed Christ Himself placed the Kingdom of 
Heaven,- -within tlui heart of man (St. I^uke xvii, 21), Thus, the 
author of the Pi cfioii says. 

That azure sky is not God. God is an aura^ which abides 
alway in man’s heart, and informs and influences all creation 
without cease. To seek for a God in the blue void above, is to 
lie pragmatical ; to ignore the God in your heart, is to lie remiss. 
How in such case cun God be expected to answer your prayers ? 

Then there is the well-known verse by the philosopher Shao Yung 
who flourished a.d. 1011-1077, 

The heavens are still : no sound. 

Where tlien shall God be found . 

Search not in distant skies : 

In man’s own heart He lies. 

This thought is traced by Professor Ilevon, in the last words of his 
exhaustive work on Shintoism, to a poem revealed in a dream to the 
Emperor Seiwa (a. d. 859-876) ; but it is much more probable that 
Japan borrowed it from China. 

Turning now to Japan, the student of the History of Religion has 
ample cause to congratulate him.self on the clearances, so to speak, 
which have recently been effected by Professor Revon and Dr. Aston 
in their comprehensive and valuable works on Shinto. It is a small 
confession to make, that for many years I was unable to obtain any 
precise conception of the meaning of this term. Even those who 
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then made a close study of Shinto came to conclusions which must 
now be consigned to the limbo of the Inexact. Thanks to the 
labours of the two eminent scholars above-mentioned, and in spite ol* 
their divergence on certain more or less material points, we ai^ now 
justified in making several assertions which it would have been 
impossible to make, with authority, a short generation ago. 

Shinto, the Way of the Gods, is a primitive religion, in which 
magic plays a conspicuous part. It existed, in its earliest stages of 
development, without a name ; and only so late as the sixth century 
of our era did it come to be known by the Chinese term shCn tao^ the 
Way of the Gods, to distinguish it from the Way of Buddha. We 
may dismiss the unsupported view that Shinto is a purely Chinest^ 
system, drawn at a comparatively late date from the Book of Changes 
and the Tao Te Ching. The name, which, as I have said, is Chinese, 
was no doubt adopted by the Japanese, as being a well-known equiva- 
lent for the idea of * religion,’ in which sense, as well as in that of ‘ the 
black art,’ &c., it has been used in Chinese literature. 

The original Shinto was heavily loaded, so soon as a knowledge of 
Chinese philosophy began to spread in Japan, with cosmogonical and 
other notions which belong strictly to China ; hut Professor Revon 
seems to have made it clear that such notions were merely like grafts 
of tissue transplanted to another organism. 

Shinto teaches morality, not perhaps of a very high order, hut such 
as it would be reasonable to look for in association with a primitive 
religion. Monotheism seems never to have found a home in Japan, 
and is known only in connexion with (liinese studies ; on the other 
hand, the sun and moon have been deified by the Japanese in 
a manner which finds no parallel in China. The number of gods 
recognized in Shinto extends to unthinkable figures. Shinto is not, 
and never has been. Ancestral Worship ; neither does it hold out tlu? 
promise of a life after death in a world to conu'. 

Such are a few of the leading features of this interesting religion, 
which may now be fully studied in the writings of Dr. Aston and 
Professor Revon. I would conclude with a hope that some scholars 
may ere long come forward to deal with the various phases of the 
religions of China by the same exhaustive method as that adopted by 
those writers, and by Professor de Groot in his great work already 
mentioned. 

Would it be profanation, if, in this particular Mniversity, beneath 
the shadow of which I was born, and where I imbibed the first 
elements of the two classical languages upon which I nourished 
a youth sublime, — would it, I say, be profanation if I were to suggest 
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that some of the annual batch of graduates in the Greek and Latin 
languages, in view of the comparative exhaustion of these spheres of 
research, should turn their attention to the almost virgin fields 
of Far Eastern literatures ? The problems to he solved in that 
direction are many and interesting; the Chinese language, merely 
from the point of view of pure scholarship, is fascinating and absorb- 
ing in the extreme ; and it has the undeniable advantage of being 
a living language, in daily use among about one-fifth of the human 
race. The Dynastic Histories of China, to which no one, not even a 
satirist, with or without reason, has ever applied such a contemptuous 
term as ‘ Graecia mendax,' remain to be translated into some 
European tongue ; a gigantic task, upon which Professor Chavannes, 
of the College de France, has already made a beginning ; but of which 
only a mere tithe could possibly be completed by any one worker. 

And History is only a single branch of the giant tree of Chinese 
literature. The works of philosophers of various schools of thought, 
of poets, of writers on religion, on politics, on economics, on archae- 
ology, and what not, crowd the shelves of an ordinary Chinese library ; 
but these are not yet available in translations to the general reading 
public. 

Finally, in this connexion I should like to recall with gratitude the 
labours of a famous Chinese scholar, to whom this University offered 
shelter in his declining years. Among those who have smoothed the 
path for future students of the History of Ileligion in China, and 
whose works have enabled them to attain to a point in scholarship 
which otherwise might have been long delayed, first and foremost, by 
the common consent of all, must be placed the honoured name of 
James Leggc, 
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THE CONNEXION BETWEEN TAOISM, CON- 
FUCIANISM, AND BUDDHISM IN EARLY 
DAYS 


By H. J. ALLEN. (Abstract) 

The antiquity of the Cliiiiese race, prior to b.c. 200, has not been 
confirmed by contemporary records, and is quite untrustworthy. 
Their literati have always regard€‘.d the books of History and Poetry 
and their other classics with such reverence that it seems sacrilegious 
for them to doubt that they date from remote antiquity, or that 
the Emperors Yao, Shun, and Yii, Avhose date is put at about B.c. 
2400, were not real personages ; but the European student should 
look at these statements with a critical eye, and he will then perceive 
that all the stories contained in the classics are evidently fabulous. 
We obtain our earliest accounts from Ssuma Ch*ien ; for, although he 
appears to be quoting from the book of History, his version is given 
in simpler language and was probably penned first. His work, com- 
pleted about B.c. 98, was not published until fifty years later. 
In it we are informed that in the year B.c. 213, in obedience to an 
Imperial decree, all the ancient literature of China was destroyed 
by fire, except books treating of medicine, agriculture, divination, 
and the records of the Ch*in dynasty, and further excepting copies 
in charge of the Board of Erudite Scholars; but when ancient books 
were sought for, the Board in question docs not seem to have been 
applied to, and the books were mysteriously discovered in holes in 
walls. The truth of the story has therefore been questioned, and 
it is more reasonable to suppose that as rewards were offered about 
B.c. 160 for the discovery of ancient books, persons would ‘ disco vei- * 
many which had not previously existed. Again tho historian does 
not supply fuller details of the records of the Ch'iri dynasty than (^f 
those of the previous dynasty of Chou ; and the strangest fact of all 
is that there are many lacunae in the history of tlu^ Han dynasty 
between B.c. 208 and 158, or only a few years before tlic historian’s 
own time. But allowing for the moment that certain Confucian 
classics w^ere, as alleged, discovered in a hole of a wall to the accom- 
paniment of mysterious music, or, according to another account, 
repeated from memory by an old man named Hidden Scholar tlirough 
the medium of an interpreter, there is nothing of the sort stated as 
to the discovery of religious books. Now the historian states that 
the reputed founder of the Taoist religion, Laotzil (old one, or man 
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of tlie Lao tribes), who lived, as Dr. Giles says, nobody knows when, 
was born in the village of ^ Tortuous-benevolence ‘ Cruelty ’ parish, 
^ Misery ’ district, ^ Suffering * state, and that he was called ii-ear, 
Heavy-ear, Ear-without-rim, or Weighted ear ; and in this connexion 
wo know that the aboriginal Li tribesmen of Hainan wear weights 
in their ears, an old name for the island being Tan-erh (Weighted 
Ears). Laotzu is stated to have written a book called the classic 
of the Virtue of the Way at tlie request of the Keeper of the pass 
Joy {Kuan^yin-hsi), — a name which if the last two characters are 
reversed is suspiciously like Kuan-shi-ym {Avalokiteshmra) ; after which 
he departed, and it is not known where he died. It is added that 
as he attained longevity by cultivating Tao he might have lived to 
the age of 200, that he taught that by inaction one may be trans- 
formed, and that rectification results from the doctrines of purity 
and stillness. In the Account of the Immortals we read that Laotzu 
descended from heaven in the form of a white elephant and entered 
the womb of his motlier, who gave him birth painlessly under the 
bough of a tree ; but this legend is also told of the birth of Gautama 
Buddha. A few quotations from the Tao-te~ching will show its 
Jiuddhistic style : e.g. ‘ The perfect man attains the condition of 
inaction, and follows the doctrine of silence.’ ‘ Attain complete 
vacuity, and sedulously preserve a state of repose.’ ‘ Tao is eternally 
inactive, yet it leaves nothing undone.’ ‘ Merit achieved {Karma) is 
not to be assumed, and not being assumed it will never leave.’ ‘ The 
sage is free from self -display, and therefore he shines forth.’ ‘ Desire 
not to desire, and you will not value things difficult to obtain.’ 

Chuangtzu, another ‘ Taoist ’ sage, represents Confucius in the 
classic of Nanhua as quoting from the Tao-te-ching, and giving utter- 
ance to what are called Taoist views; and this fact seems to have 
puzzled the Sinologists. Mr. Lionel Giles says that Chuangtzu’s 
philosophy to a certain extent ‘ resembles the Buddhist ’, and he 
thinks that by his time (usually i)ut at 330 b.c.) Buddhism may have 
filtered into Cliina, as ‘ we find in the Chinese philosopher such striking 
points of similarity to Brahmanism as can hardly be explained as 
mere coincidences of thouglit ’. Mr. Giles, however, thinks it sheer 
audacity in Chuangtzu harnessing Confucius to his own doctrines’, and 
doubts whether the latter spoke in that way at all. Dr. Giles speaks 
of the incident as a literary cou'p de main] but the Rev. Aubrey Moore, 
who wrote a long note to Dr. Giles’s fine translation of Chuangtzii, 
considered that there was no hint of this in the text, and supposed 
that Laotzu and Confucius were nearer to each other philosophically 
than Chuangtzu and Mencius, their respective disciples, who are 
supposed to have lived 200 years later than their masters. Mr. Moore 
compared Chuangtzu to Heraclitus, and quoted sayings of the Greek 
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philosopher practically identical with those of Chuangtzu, yet lie 
rejected the notion that the characteristics of Greek thought could 
be ascribed to Oriental influence. Now Chuangtzu says (ch. xiii), 
‘The Tao (law) of Heaven revolves ceaselessly, and all things are 
perfected ’ ; and again, ‘ We are embraced in the obliterating unity 
of God. Take no heed of time, nor of right and wrong, but passing 
into the realm of the Infinite take your final rest therein.’ Here 
we cannot help thinking of the doctrine of ‘ absorption into Buddha 

I would draw attention to the expression ‘ Hnnng Lno yen \ usually 
rendered ^ Words of Huangti and Laotzu \ which Ssuma tells us the 
Empress Tou delighted in, circa b.c. 140. Tii the History of the After 
Han, chapter Ixxii, wc read, ‘ Ying, king of Ch'u, when young, liked 
to idle about with boon-companions, but lat(u’ in life he reformed 
and delighted inHuang Lao, Learning to bccomt^ Fou-f ii (a Buddhist), 
he fasted, abstained from animal food, and offered sacrifice.’ Again 
the same historian in his 118th chapter says, after relating the story 
of the Plmperor Ming’s dream of the ‘ golden man ’, ‘ Ying, King of 
Ch*u, first believed in this doctrine, and so in the middle Kingdom 
there were some who became converts. Subsequently Emperor Huan 
(147-167 A.D.) approved of the divinity, and frequently sacrificed to 
Fou-Vu Laotzu (Buddha the Lao man), and as the people gradually 
became converts the religion spread considerably.’ It is probable 
that Buddhist priests with yellow robes first came to China through 
the Lao country, and were therefore called ‘Yellow Lao’. No doubt 
Ssiima met many of them in Western China. 

Passing to Confucianism, Europeans find it hard to solve the secret 
of the extraordinary veneration now paid to Confucius. He is stated 
to have died lamenting that his doctrines made no headway, and 
not until 479 years after his death were sx^ecial honours paid to his 
memory. His name means Father Hermit or Cave-dw(dler, and we 
may find a clue to his designation Chung-ni in the following passage 
from Commandant Bonifacy’s book, Oroupes et larigues du bassin de 
la riviire Claire, ‘ They call spirits Ne, the greatest is he of the Mone 
heaven, but he who intercedes for man is Tchungne,^ Two years 
before he died it is recorded that Confucius was shown a strange 
animal, bearing on its single horn a piece of blue ribbon, which marked 
it as the same animal which appeared to his mother before the birth 
of the sage. He declared it to be a ciii-lin, and this event so 
affected him that ho forthwith wTote the annals of his state {Ch!un 
cKiu), on which according to the book of Mencius he based his reputa- 
tion. It has, however, been repeatedly pointed out that this book, 
which is the only one he is credited with having written, is merely 
a series of bald, uninteresting jottings without any exi)ression of 
opinion, good or bad. The commentary, which imparts life to the 
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annals, and was \iTitten by a man named ‘ Help-Confucius-to-explain % 
— A name whicli appropriately describes the book — ^was not published 
until the first or second century b.c., and was revised by Liu-hsin 
B. c. 10, but its authority was not recognized till a. d. 99. At the same 
period also appeared tlie Sayings of Co7ifucius, a book which has been 
‘ground and polished’ by many different hands (see Chavannes, 
Mem. Hist.y i, Intr. 149). With regard to the cKi-Un we find it recorded 
in Ssuma’s history tliat a one-horned antelope, stated to be a lin, 
was caught in the year b.c. 122, and this fact was considered of 
sufficient importance to cause a six-year period to be named after 
the event. Now Dzeren is the Mongolian name for the yellow' goat 
{Procapra gutturosa), and as r becomes I in southern Chinese, we have 
a fair approximation to tlie name. Still there is another antelope 
called Chiru {Pantholops Hodgsonii), which is sometimes seen with 
a single liorn, the second horn being rudimentary or undeveloped 
{Enc. Brit., ii. 101 ). 

The Works of Mencius is not stated to have been one of the books 
found in a hole of the wall of Confucius’s house. In my book. Early 
Chinese History, I have given reasons for concluding that Mencius 
was written during the Han dynasty. In that classic five kings of 
the Shang dynasty are mentioned by name ; but M. Chavannes {Mem. 
Hist., i, Intr. 139), says that ho can only find that three or four of 
the twenty-eight kings of the dynasty actually lived, and it seems 
impossible to believe that all these kings possessed names consisting 
of an epithet and a cyclical character as Croat- A. It may be observed 
that the Miaoizu call themselves Ming (Siamese Miwng), so that 
Mengtzu may be rendered ‘Man of the Miaotzu aborigines’. 

In Ssuma’s biography of Confucius w^e read that the sage went to 
school at 7, married at 19, and had one son ; but these statements 
are also made about Gautama Buddha. The strangest coincidence 
is that both these founders of religion had drooping ears, and a bump 
on the summit of the cranium like a coiffure of flesh concave in the 
middle. Moreover, the date of Confucius’s death is almost to a year 
the same as that of the Buddha. 

In conclusion, it seems that the Chinese, like other nations, forged 
their old records. The Tao-te-ching has already been declared to be 
an impudent forgery compiled during the Han dynasty, and the 
religion known as Taoism appears from the evidence given to have 
been originally identical with Buddhism. The word Tao was used 
by the Buddhists to designate the eightfold path or moral law', and 
it is by this latter term that Mr. Ku-hung-ming translates Tclo in his 
admirable rendering of the Confucian Chung-yung treatise. Confucian 
doctrines were partly based on the teachings of Buddhist monks who 
permeated China before B.c. 150, and there seems to be some ground 
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for the Chinese assertion that the three religions (Taoism, Confucianism, 
and Buddhism) are one. 

Of the names found in the classics, Yao is a tribal name, Ilsia-hou 
(lord of Hsia) and Rung yu (' tribute of Yu ’ reversed) are names 
of Han literati \ Po yii or Pa yi, which occurs so frequently, is the 
name which the Chinese give to the Shans ; and there are other names 
which refer to constellations. But this should not. excite wonder, 
if we remember that the historian Ssiima Ch'ien reformed the 
calendar B.c. 104. 


THE DOCTRINE OF THE liODHISATTVA 

By T>. T. SUZUKI. (Abstract) 

If we divide Buddhism into two great branches, as is done by 
Buddhist philosoidicrs of the East, Maluiyana and Hinayana, tin*. 
Bodhisattvas can bo said to be the adluTcnts of tlu’; Mahayana, while 
the Qravakas and Pratyckabiiddhas stand for t he Hniayana. 7'hough 
\vc do not yet know exactly how early in the history of Buddhism the 
conception of Bodhisattvahood came to bo distinguished from that 
of Arhatship so prominently as to form a separate branch in the 
body of Buddhism, we notice in the Saddharmapumlarika a definite 
classification made between the three ymuifi, that is, of tJie Qrilvakas, 
Pratyekabuddhas, and Bodhisattvas. (See Kc^rn’s English translation, 
p. 80.) 

But w^e are not concerned here with the historical development 
of the idea of a Bodhisattva as characteristicallyMahayrinistic; let it 
suffice to remark that in the course of time, perliaps soon after the 
death of Buddha, Buddhist theologians began to conceive Bodhisattva- 
hood to be the true goal of their religious disciplines and made it 
supersede that of Arhatship. Those who endorsed this view called 
themselves the followers of the Grand Vehicle, Mahayana, in contra- 
distinction to those of the Small Vehicle, Hinayana, w lio upheld 
the standard of Arhatship as the ultimate aim of the Buddhist life. 
Therefore, when we speak of the doctrine of tlie Bodliisattvas, we 
speak of the system of the MahayAna as a whole; they are almost 
identical in form as well as in contents ; if w(^ know w hat the Bod- 
hisattva is, we know the heart of the Mahayana system. And as the 
ideal of Bodhisattvahood developed historically along the notion of 
Arhatship which composes the main point in the teaching of the 
Hinayana, all the Mahayana writers in India and in the Far East 
naturally draw a comparison between the two conceptions and 
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emphasize the distinction in order to clearly delineate the outlines of 
Bodhisattvahood. It will not be out of place, therefore, to quote 
some of those statements here, and, though negatively, make them 
throw light on the essential nature of the Bodhisattvas. (See the 
Suirfilamkdra, Prof. L6vi’s edition, pp. 4 sq.) 

In the Lankavatara which expounds Buddhism from the standpoint 
of the Yogacarya philosophy, Buddha is made to talk rather slight- 
ingly of the fundamental motive of the (JJravakas who illusively dis- 
tinguish between Nirvana and Samsara as if they were essentially 
different, and seek after Nirvana to free themselves from the sufferings 
of existence for their own selfish interests. The condemnation of the 
ideal of the ^ravakas here is ratlier philosophic than religious. (See 
the Chinese translation of the Lankavatara by ^iksRnanda; the 
Tripitaka, latest Jap. cd., series ii, vol. i, fas. 3, p. 244.) 

From these statements we can somewhat negatively gather what 
would be the essential qualities of the Bodhisattva. But before 
proceeding further I wisli to refe>r to another negative comparison 
drawn between the (^ravakas and the Bodliisattvas. In the beginning 
of the Gandavyufm Sutra, whieli forms the last book of the Chinese 
Avatarnsaka Sutra, the w riter describes many miraculous phenomena 
that accomj)anied tlie preaching of the Buddha once at a pagoda 
of great magnificence in Qravasti, and states that these were, how- 
ever, not at all perceived by the great ^^’avakas, such as ^^Iriputra, 
Mahamaudgalyaj^a, Mahakfi^yapa, &e., who were present at this 
great religious assembly together w ith the Bodhisattvas. 

In short, setting aside all the technical niceties contained in these 
statements, the plain logical conclusion wo can draw from them is 
that the Bodhisattvas w ere able to see the miracles of all the Buddha- 
lands because they had fulfilled all the conditions of Bodhisattvahood, 
which, however, were not observed by the ^J'^'^vakas owing to their 
inferior stock of good karma and their non-aw^akening of the heart of 
wisdom (Bodhicitta), 

Now, wiiat are the principal moral qualities of the Bodhisattvas ? 
The Bodhisattvas have distinctly their owm conception of the world, 
which forms the philosophical basis of their religion, the MahayEiia 
Buddhism ; but as w e are not going to discuss this side of the question, 
let it suffice here to remark that tJie Buddhists, whether Mah^yana 
or Hinayilna, have never ignored the intellectual element of their 
faith, and have always made it clear that, however sentimental is the 
motive of religion, it has its intellectual side, which must be given its 
proper place in a system of faith. 

What the Mahayana writers never grow' tired of emphasizing, some- 
times too much, in their Sutras and Qdstrasy is the significance of 
a disinterested, all-embracing, absolutely altruistic love for all beings, 
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sentient ^as well as non-sentient. This love is called mahikaruna, 
and made the ground-principle of all their thoughts, sentiments, and 
actions. Whatever they think, whatever they feel, however they 
behave — all must come out of their infinite love for all beings. They 
do not necessarily seek Nirvana, the extinction of all their passions, 
they do not care so much for the deliverance from the pain of exis- 
tence; if their ovm sufferings, the postponement of their final Nirvana, 
or even their downfall into the bottom of Naraka, help one way or 
another to benefit their fellow beings, they do not shrink from bearing 
all the possible pains of the world upon tliemselves. They are bent 
on benefiting others, for others’ sake, and not for their own interests. 
Their motto is parartha and never svarlha, to benefit otliers and never 
to benefit themselves. In fact, these two interests are not contra- 
dictory, for 'while those w ho think of their own interests and pleasures 
arOj^ always suffering from their egoism and never find satisfaction in 
whatever they do, the Bodhisattvas, wlio (uidcavour to realize tlieir 
selfhood in the interests of their fellow^ creatures, are always contented 
and at peace not only with themselves but w ith the world at large. 
(See Asanga’s Stitmlamkdra, Prof. Levi’s edition, pp. 18 sq.) 

This virtue of self-effacement or self-sacrifice for the sake of other 
beings is everywdiere in the Mahayilna texts most highly recom- 
mended, and made the most essential qualification of the Bodhisattva. 
(See Nagarjuna’s Treatise on the Bodhicitki : Nanjio, No. 1304.) 

This latter aspect of Bodhisattvaliood as described by Nagarjuiia, 
that is, non-detachment from the passions, marks a very important 
departure from tlxe ideal of Arhatship. For wliilo the Hlnayana 
Buddhists endeavour to free themselves fiom passions and attach- 
ments in order to escape their curse — wliit^h escape is their Nirvana — 
the Bodhisattvas retain all tlieir passions, sentiments, impulses, desires, 
aspirations, &c., which underlie the kaleidoscopic view of human life 
on earth. The philosophy of tlie Bodhisattva is : Nirvana that can 
be attained by the extinction of all human sentiments is not the 
true one ; the passions themselves are no evils, in fact they do much 
good ; only let them be guided by a rational religious insight ; the 
wantonness of passion is due to one’s ignorance of its true nature. 
As the lotus-flower growls from the mire and yet retains its purity, 
so let a man retain all his human sentiments and aspirations and 
make good use of them for the welfare of all his fellow^ creatures. 
That which conquers a passion is not a passionless state of mind, but 
another passion, greater, purer, and nobler. Let Nirvilna grow from 
the shadow of the passions human and earthly and bloom out in the 
sunshine of infinite love for all beings. 

The whole trend of thought, here somewhat paradoxically stated, is 
that the seed of religious wisdom (Bodhi) grows only from the earthly 
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manure of human passions and sufferings ; and therefore that when the 
latter are detested or shunned for the sake of a dead, cold, heartless 
state of Nirvana, the seed of Bodhi is burned to ashes, and, like the 
lotus-flower left in an arid region, the Bodhisattva loses altogether his 
vitality as a being full of love and compassion for the entire world. 
Bodhisattvahood is only possible in the world of birth and death, 
in the world of human afflictions and human hopes. The sentiment 
of love, or 'Mahakarumi^ or infinite compassion for all beings, is not 
different in its essence from klesa sucli as avarice, anger, or infatuation. 
Only the Bodhisattva’s sentiment moves on tlio pivot of disinterested 
love for all beings, sentient and non-sentiont, and never for his own 
interest ; for ho sacrifices even his own attainment of Nirvana for 
the sake of benefiting the world at large. 

The consideration of liunian passions as the bed in which grows 
the flowers of Buddhaliood brings us to many interesting questions 
in the system of Mahayana, such as the ‘ awakening of Bodhicitta,’ 
‘ the doctrine of parinamana,’ ‘ the power of purva-i)ranidhana,’ &c.; 
but these must await further opportunities. 

To sum up, the raison d-Ure of the Bodhisattva is his infinite love 
for all beings, to save tlunn from suffering, to give them utmost happi^ 
ness, to destroy the curse of ignorance that envelops all existence, 
to realize a Buddha-land in this world of samsara and klesa^ to 
spiritualize the meaning of existence by the purification, ennoblement, 
and enrichment of all the passions of which the human heart is 
capable. 


4 

nONEN, THE PIETIST SAINT OF JAPANESE 

BUDDHISM 

By M. ANESAKI 

The development of religious faith in the thirteenth century exhibits 
some remarkable parallelisms in Japan and Italy. Just as St. Francis 
of Assisi marked an epoch-making phase of Christian religion in 
Europe, so our sage Hdnen is the man representative of the change 
worked out in Japanese Buddhism in the twelfth and thirteenth 
centuries. 

The spread of the teachings of Buddhism during the preceding 
centuries had inspired the people with aspirations for religious ideals 
and a demand for a deeper and everlasting faith. But the hierarchic 
institutions, however glorious and dignified they appeared, gave the 
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people either an elaborate dogmatic aysieni or a superficial and rather 
materialistic satisfaction of their yearnings. Real faith failed which 
could give profound repose to their hearts or which could bring them 
into vivid contact with the transcendental ideals taught. In addition 
to this, the social disintegrations were just ripe to stir the people’s 
mind to an ardent aspiration for a final consolation and to eager 
search for its giver. Japanese Buddhism during the three hundred 
years from the tenth to the twelfth century was pre-eminently a 
religion of rituals and mysteries, taught by the hieraniliic authorities 
and professed and practised by the court nobles. The Buddhist 
institutions w^hich had contributed so much to the centralization of the 
government, corrupted the nobles and were in turn eorru|)teil by 
them. 

The w^eakness of the central government and the ruling families 
began to be exposed to daylight in the middles of the twelfth century. 
TheFujiwara clan, at first the major-domos of the imperial family and 
thence the actual rulers of the country, were the authors of the 
luxurious court life and the supporters of the Buddhist hierarchies. 
The internal family dissensions of the clan seized as opportunities 
by their military subordinates, and the latter began to overpow er the 
former. The military men came to power and the sumptuous (jourt 
life came to an end. The feudal regime under a military government 
changed the aspect of tlie country. With the fall of the old power 
Buddhist orthodoxy lost its sway. The tinu' was now' ripe for the 
development of the aspirations of the peo])lo. 

Even during the flourishing period of the court rc:ligion, some 
pioneers were beginning the pojnilar [)ro[)aganda — the gospel of 
salvation by the Buddha Amita’s mercy. Wo. find in our Honen the 
man w^ho consummated the developmeiit in this direction, lie was 
born in the province of Mimasaka ^ in ll*h‘h and w as the only sou of 
a local military chief. According to the last will of his fatluir, who 
died of a wound inflicted by his enemy, the boy of only nine years 
w as sent to a Buddhist priest and later became a novi(!e in a monastery 
on Mount Hiei. We can imagine how^ deeply Honen was impressed 
in his infancy by tho sad fate of his family, for he shared the sorrows 
and afflictions w^hich befell many military families of that period. We 
can see too the influence upon the boy’s later life exercised by the 
last instruction of his dying father, that he should never think of 
revenge, as was usual at that time, but should become a virtuous 
monk in order to devote his whole life for tin’s sake of the hod/ii - of 
his dead father as w'ell as that of the enemy. 

* In tho western part of central Japan. 

* For this idea and practice, see the article (No. 10, p. 151) on Bwidhist 
Influence upon the Japanese. 



124 


II. Religions of China and Japan 

An obedient novice and thereafter a studious monk’, he thus passed 
many years in the centre of the Buddhist hierarchy. The history 
of these thirty years of Honen’s monastic life on the Hiei are not 
known in detail. But one of his later sayings shows that he had 
gone through all the branches of learning and discipline, as they were 
taught and practised in the institution, in pious obedience and ardent 
zeal. ‘ The mysteries of the Mantra ^ religion,’ he said, * may be 
compared with sweet honey ; the intuitive contemplation with fine 
fruits ; the elaborate system of the Tondai ^ with splendid butter. 
They have their respective merits and- satisfy man’s various demands 
and tastes, but neither of them can be the daily food for all men. 
The simple faith in salvation by Amita’s power is just like plain rice. 
Every one, even of weak stomacli, can take and enjoy it and it is 
indispensable for our everyday food.’ He had tasted all these 
excellent delicacies, but he Iningered till he found at last an ever- 
lasting satisfaction in rice. Indeed he asked for daily bread and he 
was given it. 

In the forty-tliird year of his age, his final conversion to a simple 
child -like faith in Amita took place. Repeated and devoted reading 
in the SukhavaUvyuha, i.<\ the gospel of salvation by Amita’s power, 
prepared the way for him ; and his eager study of the treatises by 
Zendd on that gospel gave him the final clue to his faith. Honenwas 
never tired of expressing liis resi^ect and gratitude toward Zendo, 
the Chinese master. He called his unseen teacher the ‘ Great Master 
and seems to have taken him as an incarnation of the Buddha Amita 
Himself. But it is almost needless to say that the faith was 
not given to him by either the scripture or the master, but that 
they gave him the occasion for the awakening of his inner voice. 
From that time on he abandoned all his former learning and prac- 
tices and devoted himself to the repetition of Amita’s name in 
pious faith in tlie Buddha’s powej* and in gratitude towards His 
mercy. 

The fundamental tem^t of Honen’s religion consisted in believing 
in the power of an all-compassionate and almighty saviour, realized 
in the person of Amita, the Lord of the Sukhfivati, the Land of Bliss 
and Purity. He taught : ' Perfect Bliss He (Amita) would not have, 
till He know that all wlio u ould invoke Him might be saved. This 
is His primal vow {pranidJiana),^ Every sentient being has the chance 

^ See my Religious History of Japan (1907, Tokyo), p. 18. 

® i. e. the teachings founded upon the Lotus. See Religious History of Japan^ 

pp. 17-18. 

^ This refers to the eighteenth of Amita’s forty-eight vows, as described in 
one of the Chinese versions of the SukhdvativyiiJia, Cf. S,B.E.y Vol. xlix. Part II, 
p. 73. 
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of being saved, since He is living in enlightenment.^ Whoever calls 
earnestly upon his name, will enter that Realm of Purity. Amita 
Buddha, as in a vision, ho shall see coming to him, and at deatli He 
shall welcome him with all His saints ; ^ nor shall obstacles or demons 
keep him back. There shall be no distinction, no regard to male 
or female, good or bad, exalted or lowly ; none shall fail to have 
Pure Life, after having called, with complete desire, on Amita, Just 
as a great stone, if on a ship, may complete a voyage of myriads of 
miles over the w^aters, and yet not sink ; so we, though our sins are 
heavy as giant boulders, are borne to the other sliore by Amita’s 
primal vows, not sinking in the sea of birth and death. Ho not dream, 
therefore, of doubting, even for a moment, the unimaginably mysterious 
potency of Amita’s vows.’ ^ No carnal sin nor any human weakness 
can be hindrances to this faith. The absolute faith in and intent 
thought on Amita is always accepted by Him, and His power takes 
the believer in safety into the realm of the Saints. The efficacy of 
the Buddha’s vows is only sure when our reliance upon His promise 
does not dissolve away. And the devotion keeps us away from evil 
thoughts and vicious temptations, though a human being is exposed 
to these. The light of Amita-ablui (the Infinite Light) pervades every 
quarter and corner of the worlds. It becomes visible to those wLo 
open their eyes to it. The eternal life of Amita-ayus (the Infinite 
Life) is already realized in His Realm. It can bo i)artaken of by 
those wffio desire it. This sincere desire and devotion, the human 
counterpart of the Buddha’s vow, are explained, according to the 
lioly scripture, as follows ^ : — 

‘ Firstly, the faithful thought means tJie thought that is truthful, 
the thought that has no inside, no outside. Nothing can bo done 
without sincere, truthful thought. To pretend to be disgusted with 
the evil-stained world, yet not to be really disgusted with it ; or to 
make a show of aspiring toward the Pure Land without an intense 
desire thereof ; that is the hypocrisy common with worldly men."' 
Keep out this kind of thoughts that have both an inside and an out- 
side, have a loathing for the dirt of this w orld as w ell as an asj)iration 
toward the Land of Purity.’ 

' i.e. Buddhahood, not only in capacity of a teacher but a saviour, the one 
who carries all beings to the other shore of salvation and release. 

See next page. 

* This and some other sayings cited below are taken from Honen's Catechism 
in Twelve Artidea^ which the writer of the present article Ixigan to translate 
into English, conjointly with Mr. R. Morris, but has not yet finished. 

* The sixth of the Twelve Articles ; cf. Vol. xlix. Part H, p. 188. 

* This almost self-evident remark has its force wlnui refernjd to the conditions 
of the religious practices of the courtiers of that time. 
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‘ Secondly, the profound thought refers to the faith in Buddha's 
primal vows. Though we are beings of depravity and sin, we shall 
surely be saved by the power of Buddha. Being convinced of this 
truth and believing in it, one should not have even a particle of 
doubt.' 

‘ Lastly, the response to Buddha’s mercy is the desire to be born 
in the Pure Land, employing all efforts in the service that looks to 
the Buddha. Never think that the birth (in Buddha’s Realm) is 
attained by the efficacy of our acts or by the virtue of our minds, 
but believe that even tliose who are not entitled (to saintship in the 
Land of Purity on account of their own virtues) will be born there by 
virtue of the wonderful pow(‘r of Buddha’s vow^s. The mind that is 
sure of being received by Buddha when the days of life are done, 
is like the diamond that nothing can destroy. Let the mind live in 
faith profound throughout the length of years, even to the moment 
of death.’ 

Here we see how thoroughly and deeply Honen was devoted to the 
Buddlia’s grace and, at the same time and to the same degree, keen 
on the sincerity and assiduity of faith on man’s part. This point gave 
later rise to the questions, among his disciples, as to whether Buddha’s 
grace or man’s faith is more fundamental to our salvation. Though 
these were questions important and significant in the later history of 
his religion, they touched Honeii’s mind but little. His influence and 
his significance consisted more in his saintly personality than in liis 
doctrinal tcacliings. 

Just as Honen’s outward life before his conversion was not rich in 
incidents and vicissitudes, so, after the establishment of faith, his life, 
both inner and outer, moved over smooth seas of devotion, and was 
passed in the bright sunshine of peace. Though he lived in seclusion, 
the fame of the Saint of Kurodani (tlie plac^e where he lived) attracted 
not only the monks, wiio were seeking after something simpler than 
the scholastic philosophy of orthodoxy, but also men and women of 
various classes, who wer(^ eager for piety and devotion, or who were 
ardent for the emancipation from their afflictions. His biographies^ 
are full of the details of his daily life and incidents. They refer mostly 
to the various cases of conversions of men of all classes to the faith, 
many kindly sayings uttered on various occasions to his follow^ers, 
and some letters sent' to his admirers in the provinces. Several visions 
of the Buddha and His Saints or of the ‘ Great Master sermons 
preached to serpents and birds, tlie transfiguration of the hero’s body, 
a miraculous illumination of his abode, and the like, make up another 
category of the incidents told in the biographies. The majority of 

' One written by one of his monk disciples five years after his death, and 
the other compiled by Imperial order eighty years afterwards. 
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the 237 chapters of the principal biography ^ tell single stories of these 
kinds without any chronological order. So these chapters may 
brought parallel to the Fioretti of St. Francis. Indeed Honen’s life 
was a realization of what lie once wrote to a lady of high dignity. 
There at the close of the letter we read : — 

‘ Think, in love and sympathy, of any beings who have the earnest 
desire for the Land of Purity and utter the Buddha’s name, as if 
they were your parents or children, though they may dwell in any 
place, even outside the cosmic system. Help those who arc in need 
of material things in this worlds Endeavour to quicken the faith of 
any in whom a germ of it is seen. Deem all these to be services done 
to Amita.’ 

The peaceful life of Honen was disturbed in its last part by a sentence 
of exile. His teaching, consisting as it did of a simple piety and 
abandonment of intricate dogmas, and, perhaps more, his fame as 
the saint of Amita-Buddhism, aroused jealousy among the ecclesiastical 
dignitaries. The government, in spite of opposition on the part of 
some high officials, was obliged, by tlio instigation of the hierarchy, 
to sentence the teacher of the new gospel and his leading disciples to 
banishment in remote provinces. Touching stories are told of liis 
departure and his farewell to his followers. It will suffice here to 
quote a poem left by liim to a devout follower of his. It roads : — ■ 

What though our bodies, fragile as tlie dew, 

Melt here and there, resolved to nothingness ? 

Our souls shall meet iigain, in some happier day. 

In this same lotus- bed where now they grow. 

His banishment from the capital lasted from 1207 to 1211 ; it helped 
only to deepen his faith and to attract more followers in the provinces. 
But when ho was released from the sentence of exile and welcomed 
by his followers in the < apital, his healtli was beginning to decline. 

Honen’s death was indeed worthy of the last moments of a saint’s 
life. His declining healtli obliged him to lie down quietly. It 
cxicurred on the second day of the first lunar month of 1212 (thereforti 
probably in December of 1211 ). As the days passed, his sight became 
clearer than before, and his hearing sharper. His whole time in bed 
was devoted to the repetition of Amita’s name and in giving instna;- 
tions to the disciples. On the eve of the 24th day the last moment 
seemed to approach. His voice became sweeter and the utterance 
of Buddha’s name continued until the noon of the next day. His 
last words uttered were the famous verse in praise of Amita ; — 

His light pervades the worlds in ten directions, 

His grace forsakes not any one who invokes Him. 


^ i. c. the one compiled by Imperial order. 
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Surrounded by many disciples and followers, the saint died as if he 
were going to sleep. Even after he expired his lips seemed to move 
slightly and repeat Amita’s name. 

It may be asked whether the light revealed by Honen will con- 
tinue to console and embrace many minds in future, as it has done 
during the seven hundred years since his death. His saintly person- 
ality will surely remain for ever a bright star of Japanese Buddhism. 
It is not accidental that the gospel promulgated by him counts as 
its followers one-third of the whole population of modem Japan. 
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A HISTORY OF THE ZEN SHU IN JAPAN 

By ZENKAI OMORI. (Ajbstract) 

The Zen Shu claims to transmit the essence and sjjirit of Buddhism 
from its author, not by any sacred books or traditional authorities, 
but by the believer’s own spiritual enliglitenrnent. ‘ Look carefully 
within, and tliore you will find the Buddha in your own thought’ 
is its principal tenet. Its scholastic name is the Sect of Buddha- 
Heart, but it is popularly known as Zen Shu, because its followers 
maintain the practice of meditation (Sanskr. dhyana, Pali jhana. 
Cliineso slmnna, Japanese Zenna), Its liistorical beginning originated 
with the Buddha Shaka-muni, who handed down the key of the Right 
Law to the venerable Maha-Kashyapa, who handed it on through 
numerous Patriarchs in India and China till it was received by the 
Japanese sages. 

Passing over the early liistory of the school, and its divisions in 
China under the T*ang dynasty (168-905 a.d.), we reach the introduc- 
tion of its teacliings into Japan by a Chinese Kiraya- teacher, Do-sen 
(Chin. Dow-tmn), in 729 a.d., belonging to the nortliern school led 
by Sliing Syu, but it did not form an independent sect. The three 
schools now existing, Rin-zai, So-to, and Obaku, are aU branches 
of the southern Zen Shu which was led by the sixth patriarch, Hui- 
neng, in China. 

I. The Rin-zai Shu was first introduced into Japan by Eisai in 
1191 a.d. Eisai (from central Japan) became a neophyte in the 
Ten-dai Shu at fourteen, and afterwards studied in China, returning 
in 1168. Dissatisfied, however, with the teaching of the books he 
brought back with him, he sailed again in 1187, and after years of 
travel met a noted Zen leader of the Rin-zai school, Kyo-an, under 
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whom he attained enlightenment and was authorized to teac^h. After 
his return (1191) the first Zen monastery was built at the old capital 
Kyoto in 1202. Threatened opposition on the part of other sects 
was disarmed by his book ‘ to wake the Zen and tranquillize the state 
still known in Japan. After his deatli in 1215, the Rin-zai school 
continued to spread, and the So-to Shu was introduced by his disciido 
Dogen. 

II. Tht So-to Shu, Dogen (1200-53) was descended from the emperor 
Murakami. He is said to have been converted by seeing the smoking 
of incense-sticks burnt on occasion of his mother’s death. He joined 
the Ten-dai sect at 13, and was soon sent by his teacher to Eisai, 
because there w^as no one among the Ten-dai teachers who could 
answer his questions satisfactorily. In 1223 ho went to China, and 
was duly authorized in the Eye of the Right Law by a famous Zen 
master, Ten-do Nyo-jo of the So-to school. Ton years later he foundt d 
the first Zen monastery of the So-to school at U-ji iji tlic province 
of Yamasliiro, this school acquiring great influence among tlie educated. 
The latter half of liis life v^as spent in the practice of the higliest 
Meditation, the highest Knowledge, and the liighest Moral Law with 
his disciples. Among his numerous bo^)ks the Sho-bo-gen-zo or Eye 
of the Eight Law (in ninety-five volumes) is still well known in Japan. 
‘ The sect of the Buddha- Heart,’ lie said, ‘ re]>rcscnts the original 
teaching of Buddha’s wliole life. All the sects of Buddhism that 
have developed in the far East, si)rang from the Eyt^ of tlu5 Right 
Law.’ The sects of Buddhism alrejidy introduced were not sufficiently 
comprehensive ; ho sought to protest against their divisions, and 
declared that the Right Law of the Buddha could not be called by 
the name of any sect. After liis death, the Zen Shu made steady 
progress in Japan. The Ho-jo Shogun, who was the real head of th(^ 
feudal government at that time, greatly enc.ouraged the dissemination 
of Zen teaching. Tin's resulted in frecpient communication between 
Japan and China. For three or four centuries tlui cin})erors as well 
as the Shoguns greatly patronized t-lu; Zen Shu, vhicth tliorouglily 
permeated every fibre of Japanese life. Not only did enq)erors and 
Shoguns come to see the Zen leaders, but many eminent scholais 
also, poets, statesmen, and artists, rapp(;d at the monastery-door. 
The Zen doctrine by its very simxdicity, directness, and efii(;icncy, 
won the heart of the i)eoi)le, who had grown tired of the old st^cts 
because of the multixffication of forms and too much philosophy. 
The Zen Shu enjoyed great prosperity through the Ho-jo (1250-1335) 
and Asliikaga (1335-1573) i)eriods, which may be called the golden age 
of the Zen Shu. The greatest masters of Zen were almost all born 
in this age, and the majority of the imiiortant tenq^lcs and monasteries 
of the Zen Shu now existing in Japan were then founded. 

K 


C.R.X 



130 


II. Religions of China and Japan 

At the end of the Ashikaga period, in the sixteenth century, when 
the feudal system spht into fragments and the normal state of the 
country was that of civil war, the Zen teacliing was growing up and 
its influence w^as more and more felt, especially among the military 
class. Hence the Zen Shu w^as called the ‘ Buslii Bukkyo ’, the 
‘ knight-sect ’ of Buddhism. Bushi-do which has come to be much 
talked of, is considered to have owed its development to a remarkable 
extent to the Zen Shu at that day. 

III. The Ohaku School of Zen Shu w as introduced into Japan as 
late as the seventeenth century. Tliis is tlie youngest of all the 
octs of Buddhism that have been propagated in Japan. Its founder 
was a Chinese priest, Engen, who came to Japan accompanied by 
many disciples in 1054 a.d. Tlie Obaku-San, the first monastery of 
the Obaku school in Japan, was built for him at U-ji by a contribution 
of the Tokugawa Shogun, Jetsuna, who w'as the fourth successor of 
the Tokugaw'a government in 1061 a.d. The name of the school 
was derived from the name of the place where its founder lived in 
China. Previous to his arrival in Japan there were many Chinese 
immigrants in western Ja2)an, and many Chinese Zen priests came 
over one after another by their invitation. Of these Engen w^as the 
greatest. The Emperor Gomigno highly esteemed him, and gave him 
the title ‘ Da-ko Fu-sho Koku-shi or ‘ tlie Teacher of Great Enhghten- 
ment *, W'hen he was approaching the <‘nd of his life. The influence 
of his faith became at once strong, not only among the Chinese immi- 
grants, but also among the Jajianese, As his teaching, however, was 
not naturalized in accordance with Japanese taste, it could not flourish 
as mucli as the other schools of Zen, but it undoubtedly imparted 
a certain stimulus to them. 

All the sects of Buddhism w'ore c^xj^osed to the bloody persecutions 
of the Nobunaga Shogun ; they were gradually weakened both inter- 
nally and externally. Subsequently tlirough the j)atronage of the 
Tokugaw'a Sliogun, leyasu, wlio greatly encouraged the spread of 
Buddhism, they recovered their landed j)roj)erty and many favourable 
privileges. But they did not at once revive from their internal weak- 
ness. 

After the Obaku school w as founded in Japan, the other Zen schools, 
the Rin-zai and So-to, immediately began to rise, by a spirit of emula- 
tion, out of the lethargic condition into which they had fallen. Many 
great Zen teachers were produced in this day, which may be called 
the renascent age of the Zen Shu in Jaj)an. The great majority of 
the Rin-zai leaders, who to-day occupy the chief seats in the principal 
monasteries, are the successors of the Japanese Hakuin, who died 
in 1768 at the age of 84, and was the most eminent leader of the 
Rin-zai in that day. Gesshu (tl696) and Manzan (tl714) were 
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the well-known priests who restored the ecclesiastical sysleiu still 
maintained by the members of this school. Totsugen (tl6K3) of the 
Obaku Shu was also a famous priest. He reprinted the 6,771 volumes 
of the Sacred Books now used by the Buddliists. It is said that 
when he purposed to collect the funds for printing the Scriptures, 
he travelled himself from province to province to obtain contributions. 
On his return, he heard that in the province of Izumo there was 
a terrible flood. ‘ Izumo is the province,’ said he, ‘ where the dona- 
tions of the people were the largest of all. I shall oflei- all the money 
that I have, to rescue them,’ \j,nd he gave up the whole collection to 
the rehef of the people. In a later year when there was a great 
famine at Tohoku in northern Jiipan, ho again gave up all bis second 
collection for the general need. After waiting ten years lie at last 
succeeded in his purpose by his third collection. ' TJiree times,’ said 
he, ‘ did I make the w^oodon blocks for reprinting tlie Sacred Books. 
The two first are truly the living Sacred Books, iind ilie third arc 
those of the dead.’ 

IV. The modern development of the Zen Shu. 'Fhe Bestoration 
of 1868, through which modern Japan emerged out of its feudal 
organization, naturally disestablished all sorts of pj-ivileges conferred 
by the Tokugaw’a Shogun. All the sects of Buddhism which had 
been protected and privileged by the Shogun until that time, sliared 
in the common fate, and their landed estates weni at on(*e scmjucs- 
trated by the Government of the Mikado. IMc^anwhile the develop- 
ment of communication opened the way to the inti'oduction of Western 
thought. These political and social changes naturally brought new 
light and movement to Buddhism. All the various sects, which had 
been comparatively conservative, and tended rather t.o ([uiescence in 
the end of the Tokugawa x^eriod, began to bestir themselves actively 
for propagation. Since 1876 they have all been organized into one 
whole system, educational, so(*ial, and dt*libeiativc\ Tluiy Hum became 
more friendly than they ever had been, and Hiey are furthering the 
faith and practice of Buddlhsm among all classes of tlie peoj)le. Now' 
the Zen Shu is the largest of the Buddhist sects in Japan, having 
1500 temples more than the Shin Shu, the next laigest, oj' oacu* 20,0rw) 
in all. It is also one of the ricjliest of tlui sects, for almi)si all tlu* 
Zen Shu temples possess considerable fixed xjroi)eriy. The, Rin-zai 
school laid more emphasis on the practice of Dhyrina, w hile tJ](‘ So-t o 
rather encouraged missionary work. Jlic latter is mon^ liberal and 
numerically strong; the former remains still conservative and in- 
tellectually strong. The character of the Obaku bears a close resem- 
blance to the Rin-zai. 
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Denomina- 

tiona^ 

Ha or 
Bodies 
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Founders 
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or 
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! 

Teachers and 
Preachers . 
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Teachers and ; 
Preachers j 
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Students 

Hos’so Shu 
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Butsu Shu ) 
Ji Shu 

JoDo Shu 
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g 
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Shin Shu 
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1 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

2 

10 

1 

1 

10 

0 

Do-SHO 
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Den-gyo 
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Sho-o 
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Shin Ran 
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1191 
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41 

32 
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363 
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(M 

S 
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17 

12 
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408 
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0 
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1 
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* Extracted from the Buddhist Year-Book, 1908. 
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THE OPHITE GNOSTICS AND THE PURE 
LAND SECT IN JAPAN 

By a. LLOYD. (Abstract) 

I. The approximate date of Sukyaniuni’s death, b.c. 480, shows 
that he lived at a time w hen Persia, newly risen on the ruins of Babylon, 
was the dominant power in Asia. His ministry must have brought 
him close to the frontiers of the Persian Empire, which included 
parts of North-w'ost India; and Sukyans, his kinsmen, are mentioned 
by Herodotus as taking part in tlic oxiieditions of Darius and Xerxes. 
Wo may therefore say that he was a contemporary of the Hebrew 
prophets of the Captivity and the Return. It is possible that, as 
a personage of considerable political importance, he w^as acquainted 
with the events which hjd to the Return of the Jews. 

II. Chief characteristics of Sakyamuni’s religious teaching. It was 
a protest against the priestly and philosoi)hical tyrannies, so far as 
the Litter existed in India, at the time. He rejected caste, denied 
the necessity or efficacy of religious sacrifices as austerities, taught 
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that pain was the universal factor of life, that the cause of ])aiii was 
desire, that where desire ceases, pain ceases, and that desire c^in be 
made to cease by a life according to the noble eightfold patli of right 
conduct, right aims, &c. This leads to Nirvana, an idea winch is 
a little different from mukti, but which was already known in India/ as 
were also Karma and the Whed of Life, both of which ho adopted 
into his teaching. But philosophy in his original teachings was 
reduced to a minimum, though the necessities of later years must 
have compelled the framing of a system. He made no war on the 
gods of India, who frequently came into his teaching, but he taught 
that the enlightened man was above the gods. When necessity 
arose, as in the case of Queen Vaidchi, he pointed his disciples to 
something higher even than an earthly Buddha, i.e. to Amitablia. 
(It is possible that this may not be part of the ‘ original deposit ’ of 
Buddhism.) He also spoke of his teaching as the " way of all the 
Buddhas \ 

III. Before Sakyamuni’s death, his teachings seem to have been 
accepted by his kinsmen of S'akyan blood, and they apj:>ear to 
have crossed the western frontiers of India even during his lifetime. 
Wherever they went they carried with them the same (characteristics 
that they had shown in India. They waged no war with the gods of 
the old mythologies, but treated them as they had treated the gods of 
India. ‘ The way of all the Buddhas ’ was a phrase which enabled 
them to recognize and appreciate whatever was in accordance with 
their principles. They were thus never antagonistic, but passed 
freely into the religious life of the peoples among whom they lived. 
What we know them to have done in China, Tibet, Japan, and India, 
we may presume them to have done in Bactria, Parthia, and Asia Minor. 

IV. It was the age of migrations. (Jimbrians and Gauls were 
already on the wing, and Strabo tells of a similar migration of Scythians 
(=>»S!&kyans), who, having erected a great Colossus on the borders of 
their kingdom, went forth on their conquering expeditions to Media, 
Armenia, Colchis, Cappadocia and the shores of the Euxine. Strange 
to say, Fa-hian, the Chinese traveller, has the same story, but tells 
it about the Buddhists; and Asoka’s rock-inscriptions bear witness 
to the fact that Buddhism in his day had reache<l very far to tlio 
west. Buddhist remains found in the lands bordering the Black Sea 
testify to the truth of the story ; which is further corroboratcxl by the 
incursion of the Gauls into Asia Minor about b.c. 260. Members of 
these tribes must have carried with them Buddhist docjtrines, wdiich 
were no longer purely Indian, but had been tinged by the mythological 
ideas of the countries through which they passed. It was also an 
age of commerce. Ships came and went between the Red Sea, the 
Persian Gulf, and the w'estern coasts of India. Buddhism was always 
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ft merchants’ religion, and many an Indian merchant found his way 
to the markets of Alexandria. 

V, Many traces of this Buddhism may be found. Some of the 
later philosophical sects of the Roman Empire — notably Stoicism, 
Neo-Platonism, and the later Pythagoreans — present many traces of 
Buddhist thought. The Essenes, with colonies, apparently, in Asia 
Minor, Eastern Palestine and Alexandria, were likewise tinged with 
Buddhist ideas ; and Philo the Jow is a Buddhist when he maintains 
that man, througli the x>urification of his affections and intellect, can 
reach to the threshold of God, while a»full knowledge of God is only 
given in a state of ecstatic contemplation. It was in such a state 
that Buddha himself attained to enlightenment under the bo-tree. 
But Buddhism probably also found itself at home in the new cults 
of Rome, introduced during the last two centuries of republican 
regime — in Scrapis, the Sun-god, introduced into Egypt by Ptolemy i 
from the land of Pontus on the shores of the Black Sea, in Isis, the 
Queen of Heaven, and Mithras, the Persian Saviour, and in the Magna 
Mater, brought to Romo in b. c. 204 ; as well as in much of the Hermetic 
literature. We have seen that Jhiddhists at any 3*ate, if not Buddha, 
were not averse from personifications like Amitfibha, wliich gave 
a more worthy idea of the Godhead than did the mythological deities 
of the counU'ies to w hich they came ; that they freely recognized 
by the phrase ^ the w ay of all the Buddhas ’ the existen(‘,e and authority 
of Buddhas other than S'akyamuni ; and that they w ere indifferent 
to religious beliefs which did not conflict with their fundamental 
principles. The ‘ new cults ’ of Rome, all originating from a period 
later than A'^'oka’s councul, may easily iiave been duo to Buddliist 
influence. Certainly tlmy (jorrespond very closely to the ideas under- 
lying the ideal Buddhew? of the Mahriyana. Serapis is the Sun, so 
are Vairocaiia and Amitabha ; Mithras is etymologically as well as 
ideally the same conception as Maitrcya ; and Buddhism has female 
deities, like Isis, as well as male. The Magna Mater, too, is in essence 
a personified Prajnii. 

VI. We now come to tlie time of Christ. Tlui Levant was a seething 
mass of conflicting religious ideas when Christ and His Apostles began 
their work. I am myself convinced of the historicity of the New 
Testament accounts, but I will not now appeal to these as though to 
final authorities. I w ill only say this, that the accounts of the Visit 
of the Magi, and of St. Peter’s Sermon on the Day of Pentecost, could 
never have been imagined, had there not been a Christian sub-oon- 
sciousness of a connexion between the Gospel and the East ; and 
every one will agree that Christ’s life was for the most part spent 
in Galileo of the Gentiles, in the land of the mixed people whom the 
commerce of Rome with Asia had brought to settle at some of the 
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chief places along the trade route. We also know that Antioch was 
a chief place in the earliest Christian history, that Asia Minor was 
in the very thick of Christian evangelization, the scene of St. Peter’s 
labours as well as St. Paul’s, that St. Paul and St. John were both 
active in Ephesus, and that Ephesus was in close communication with 
Alexandria, and Alexandria with Egypt. The Roman satirist lias also 
told us that the Orontes had for a long time been a tributary of the 
Tiber, No historian has traced for us the Acts of the Apostles who 
went to the East ; but there is enough to show that their labours, 
though not conspicuous, were ‘far-reaching, and that Christian ideas, 
certainly during the first century of our era, reached tlio very homo 
of the Mahay ana. 

VII. Turning back to the history of Buddhism, mo find that, during 
the centuries between the death of Sakyamuni and the beginning of 
the Christian era, it had undergone considerable modifications. The 
so-called Hmayana Buddhism had become dividend into many sects 
(generally reckoned as eighteen), and the Buddhism outside the 
purely Indian spliere had developed into liat is known as tlie Maha- 
ySna, or greater Vehicle. This must have bficn long in forming, 
but it took its definite organized form at the great Council held 
under the Yue-chi King Kanishka, during the later years of the first 
century a.b. The Questions of King Milinda show the trend of 
Buddliist thought during the period of formation, and bear some 
resemblance to the Eleatic school of Zeno and his successors : but 
the movement is more closely connected with the names of As'vaghosha, 
who is credited with having written, in the Buddliacarita, the first 
systematic biography of Sakyamuni, as ^vell as the treatise known 
as the Awakening of Faith in the Mahuydna, and with Nagarjuna, 
whom Japan recognizes as tlio undoubted first patriarch of the 
Mahay^na system. Nagarjuna is connected in Japan with at least 
three schools of Buddhist thought : the Shingon, or secret teachings, 
based not on Sakyamuni, but on Vairocana, the Createst Buddha 
of all ; the Zen, or contemplative scliool — a form of thought strangely 
similar to the Docetism of contemporary Christianity ; and the ‘ Pure 
Land * school, which offers Amitabha as the centre of its system. 
The Buddha Vairocana (Jap. Dainichi, the Croat Sun) is known in 
Japan as common to both the Shingon and the Tcndai sects, and the 
connexion between these sects and Alexandria is shown by the use 
of the word Abraxas, of 'which I have recently found tlirec instances 
in Japanese hterature. The connexion between the Pure Land school 
and certain forms of Ophite Gnosticism seems to bo still closer. 

VIII. The Elchasaite heresy, mentioned in the Philosophumena^ 
is said to have originated in the town of Serac Parthorum, in the 
third year of Trajan ; the very year, be it said, which Irenaeus gives 
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as the terminus a quo for the propagation of Gnosticism. W© not' 
know the exact locality of Serae Parthorum, but the namie would 
indicate a spot on the confines of China and Parthia, the very country 
over which the Yue-chi Kings, Kanishka and his successors, bore 
rule. A few years later, a.d. 147, a Parthian prince, Anshikao, who 
has strange connexions with Rome, heads a mission of Buddhists to 
China, and commences a long series of literary missions to that country, 
which went on in unbroken succession for many centuries. Anshikao, 
though not the first Buddhist missionary to China, is a most important 
personage. His translations and those? of his contemporaries are still 
extant. Many of them are of a practical character, the most important 
of the more theological treatises introduced into China being the 
larger Sukhavatl Vyuha with its elaborated teachings about Amitabha. 
I say elaborated, because Amitabha is no longer alone, as in the 
Amitayur Dkycmi SfUra : he is accompanied by his spiritual son, 
Avalokitesvara, or Kwannon, the embodiment of mercy, and by 
Mahastliamaprapta, or Seisin, the embodiment of strength, and the 
three thus form a kind of Trinity. Of Avalokitesvara, the son of the 
Buddha of Infinite Light and Life, it is said that he assists his father 
in the work of saving sentient beings — for the whole creation groans 
and travails in pain, according to Buddhist doctrine : and that for 
that purpose he appears in many temporary incarnations, as man, 
woman, animal, or bird, to save the suffering. The idea was probably 
taken from Hindu thought ; but it is strange that we find a similar 
idea in the Gnostics of the Ophite School. Christ, they said, was 
born of a Virgin, but He had had many births, and not always in 
human form. The legend of St. Eustathius, reappearing in the 
legend of St. Hubert, and the w^elhknow n symbol of the Fish, seem 
to point to this connexion ; and Dr. Rendol Harris has, I believe, 
shown the acquaintance which tho Christian apologist, Aristides, had 
with the story of Barlaam and Josaphat. 

Time fails me to develop the connexions between Alexandrine 
thought and the Saddharma pundarika ; and it is unnecessary for me 
to speak of the well-established relations wliich Manichaeism bore to 
Christianity on the one hand and Buddliism on the other. I shall be 
well satisfied if I can show that there is prima facie evidence for 
believing it to be possible that wo have, in the Japanese Buddhism 
of the Pure Land, a lineal descendant of the Ophite Gnostics of Asia 
Minor in the first and second centuries a.d. 
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PAI CHANG CHTNG KUEI, THE RULES OF 
BUDDHIST MONASTIC LIFE IN CHINA 

By H. HACK3VIANN. (Abstrac t) 

The Pat chang cKing kuei, with which T bcoanio ac*qiiaintt‘d on 
my journeys in the interior of China, is a book of great importance 
for our knowledge of practical Buddhism. It i)ossesscs great authority 
among different sects of Cliina, giving as it does the wliole framework 
of monastic life. The introductory chapter (ymn i) of the work 
sketches the life of the author (Pai chang). The first four cliapters 
deal with the ritual of festival and memorial days, and are of funda- 
mental value for the Buddhist calendar. In tJn^ fifth cliapter we 
hear of the duties of an abbot ; the sixtli book (or cliajiter) contains 
a detailed description of all the regular offices in a nionastciy, eighty- 
one in all. The seventh book, divided into a first and second half, 
speaks of the rules and ritual jiertaining to the wliole assembly, and 
deals especially with the sacred ceremonial used in the ordination of 
a monk, and in the observance of the Uposafha days. Tlie eighth book 
treats of the special occupations of tlio monks in the difiiTcnt seasons 
of the year and describes certain festivals. The ninth enumerates 
the religious instruments. An ajipendix gives a geographical table 
of interesting Buddhist sacred plac^es. 

The book is indeed very comprcjhensive, and there seems to be no 
feature in the life of Chinese Buddhist monks u})on which light is not 
thrown. It is the best introdiurtiori into the social and practical 
aspects of Chinese Buddhism, and it is very strange that except for 
a few hints (in the books of Dr. Edkins and Dr. do Cruot) it has entirely 
escaped the observation of students and has not been translated oven 
partially. I am at present engaged on a translation of tlu* book. 
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ON THE ORICfN OF THE TAOIST CHURCH 

By J. J. M. Db GROOT 


It iy a reniarkablo coincidence in the history of religion that the 
epoch marked by the lifr* of Christ and the establishment of His Church, 
was the e])oeh also of the development of religious life in eastern Asia. 
The centuries during which the Later Han dynasty bore supreme 
sway in t’hina, that is to say, the first and the second of the Christian 
era, were eharactteriziTl by tlio consolidation of the old religious ideas 
and rites, handed down to the nation by the classical writings, into 
a S0“CalI(‘d Confueian state religion. Tliat same epoch also was that 
of the first vigc»rous grouth of Buddhism in China, the apostles of 
whic^h luid already found their way thither before the birth of Christ, 
And, at the same time, that period gavt' birth to the third system of 
religion, whieli to this day exists on (Uiinese soil: that of the Tao, 
generally called hy us Taoism. 

What are we to understand by this ierm V We must define it as 
Universalisin, a system aiming at the assimilation of man Tvith the 
Tao or Ord(‘r of tlio World, and the pi*opitiatiou of tliat Order, that 
is to say, of the spirits, good and bad, which compose it. This pro- 
pitiation has actually become a system of religion, containing all the 
chief elements of pagan religions generally ; to wit, a Pandemonium 
and a Pantlieoii, both composed of beings which actually are parts of 
the Universi? or powers Avorking therein ; and further, exorcism of 
devils, and propitiation of gods, conducted by a priesthood, together 
with tlu; observance of a highly developed ritual created to a great 
extent in imitation of Buddhism. It is a Universalism, moreover, 
which purports to render man happy by teacliing him the discipline 
leading to assimilation Avitli the Tao or Order of the World. 

The origin of this Universalism is liidden in the night of time ; but 
it had its principles, doctrines, and votaries a long while before the 
rise of the Han dynasty, as even the classical writings show clearly. 
Under that dynasty it had even developed into an actual religion with 
hermits, saints, and religious communities. But attention has never 
yet been drawn to the fact, that in the first century of our era this 
Univcrsalistie syslem transformed itself into a disciplined Church. 

This process is inseparably connected with the name Chang Ling, 



liiis saint Is described as a thaumaturgist of the highest 


order, as a compounder of elixirs of life, and as a first-rate exorcist; 


he was a god-man commanding spirits and gods. He personifies the 
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transformation of ancient Taoist principle and doctrine into a rt'ligiou 
with magic, priestliood, and hierarchy, under the very auspices o£ 
Laotsz^, who appeared before him in person, and eonunissioned him 
to carry out that great organization. In obedience to this prophet, 
he transmitted his mission to his descendants, who actually survives to 
this day, as heads of the Church, in Kiangsi province, in the same 
place in Kwei-khi district where Chang Ling prepared his elixir of life. 

If any one deserves the name of founder of the Tao kia ^ ^ 
or the Taoist Church, Chang Ling certainly is the man. Taoist s, in fact, 
call liim to this day tlieir T'ai Tsung ^ Crand Patriarcli. His 

history, therefore, and the myths that have grouri up round it, are 
w^orthy of a very careful attention. 

In the Memoirs of the State of Wei, wliich are a section of the San 
Icwoh chi, or Memoirs of the Three Kingdoms, comj)osed by Ch en Slieu 


as early as the last years of the third century of our iTa, we 
read as follows ; 


‘The second name of Chang Lu 1^! was Kur^g-khi. was 
a man from Fung, in the state of Pei.^ His grandfatlu^r Chang Ling 
had resided in Shuh (Sze-cliSven), and studied the Tao in the rnouu* 
tains of Kuh-ming. He composed a Taoist book, to lead the pc'ople 
astray. Those who followed and accepted his doctrines paid five 
pecks of rice, and were therefore styled by their contemporaries ric(v- 
rebels When Chang Ling was dead, his son Heng propoundc^d his 
doctrine ; and when Heng had died, his son Lu prt)poiinded it also.’ ^ 
Fan Yeh, the chief compiler of tlic Books of the Later Han Ihjnasiy, 
a hundred and even more years later, evidently copied in that work 
the above notice (ch. cv, f. 4), adding that Chang Ling resided in Sliuh 
under the reign of Shun, that is betw^een the years 126 and 145 of our 
era. He also says, that the book which he wrote was a ‘ charm-book * 
other particulars w hich the Chinesi^ know , or pndeiid 
to know, about Chang Ling, they owe to the ])en of Koli Hung, wiio 
gave a biography of him in his Shen-sien c/iwen f||| This 

famous Taoist of the fourth century of our era calls him Chang Tao- 
ling ; he, or others before him, may pcrhai)s have j)r(‘fixed the word 
Tao to his name Ling, which means a hill, in order to bring out the 
high attainments of its owmer in the Tao or art of self-assimilatien w ith 
the Universal Course or Order : or they may have insert(‘d tin* word 
to distinguish him from two other Chang Ling mcnti()n(‘d iii the 
Memoirs of the Three Kingdoms and the Books of the Later Han 
Dynasty. 


^ In the north-western (corner of the present Kiangsu province. Both names 
still exist there as names of district cities. ‘ Chap, viii, f. 22. 
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That biography bears the stamp of reliable tradition mixed up with 
fable. It reads as follows : 

‘ Chang Tao-ling was a man from the State of P ei. A disciple of 
the high school, he made a thorough study of the five Classics, but then 
he sighed, and said : “ This study will not add any years to my life,” 
and he set to studying the doctrine of the prolongation of life. Having 
discovered the method of the Nine Tripods of the emperor Hwang for 
the preparation of elixirs of life, he desired to compound these elixirs, 
and wasted his fortune on drugs (required for the purpose), so that his 
family was ruined. He then resolved to earn his livelihood by tilling 
fields and rearing cattle, but these occupations yielded no profits, and 
ended in failure. 

‘ Being informed that tlicre lived in Shuh many pure-minded generous 
men, easy to instruct and convert, and that there were in that region 
many famous mountains, he withdrew thither with his disciples ; and 
settled on the mountain of the Cries of the kuh birds, where he com- 
posed a work on the Tao in twenty-four books. There, while he 
refined his tliouglits and disciplined his will, suddenly a celestial being 
descended with an escort of a thousand carriages and ten thousand 
riders, with vehicles of gold shaded by canopies of feathers, drawn 
by teams of three dragons, and by tigers in numbers incalculable. 
He styled himself Secretary from under the Pillars,' and Lad of the 
Pastern Ocean. He bestowed upon Chang Ling a doctrine manifest 
and imposing, recently issued from the Bight One (Laotsz^) ; this 
lie accepted, and straiglitway found himself able to cure the sick. 
Upon this the people with one accord flocked around him to worship 
and serve him as their master and teacher, and the number of his 
disciples increased to some tens of thousands. 

‘ Without delay he appointed “ sacri fleers of spirits ”, each of whom 
had to rule a section of tlie families, some of them performing the 
functions of mandarins and chiefs. And he instituted rules and regu- 
lations, and ordered liis disciples, in accordance with their vocations 
and trades, to pay taxes in rice, silk, utensils, paper, pencils, fuel, and 
other articles of various kind. And he ordered the people to repair 
the roads, punishing with maladies those who would not do so ; and 
in the districts men wore set to see whether bridges and roads were 
maintained in good order. On this the people cut away the brambles, 
drained the marshes, in short undertook everything, even more than 


* A star ‘ Under tho Pillars’ is mentioned in the Shirtgking 


and in the Books of the Tsin Dynasty (ch. xi, 1. 14) standing about the pole, 
around which, according to Taoist conception, the God of Heaven has his residence 
and court. Both works add that this star is charged with noting down sin^ 
and faults committed by men. 
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he desired; and yet these foolish folk did not even understand that 
it was Chang Ling who brought about all this. 

‘ In accordance with this writing sent down to him from heaven. 
Ling wished to rule the people by playing upon their feelings of shame ; 
for ho disliked the infliction of punishment. He therefore made an 
ordinance, to the effect that the sick should write down all their sins 
committed since birth, and throw' these autographic confessions into 
the -water, sw^earing oaths to the gods that they would sin no more, on 
penalty of death. The result was that all people were restored to 
health ; the confessions of sin, which those who fell sick were forced to 
make, both cured them, and at the same time moved them to such 
a pitch of shame and regret that they lacked courage to sin again. It 
was the fear of Heaven and Earth which converted them, and from 
that time forward all sinners became virtuous people. 

‘ Chang Ling acquired in that w ay much money and goods w here- 
with to buy the drugs wdiich he wished for tlie compounding of the 
elixir of life. Wlicn this was ready, he took no more than a half of it, 
because he did not yet wish to ascend into lieaven ; but by this dose 
he was enabled to split his material pe^rson into several do/>en bodies. 
In front of the gate of his dwelling was a pond, on whicli ho regularly 
diverted liimself in a boat, while Taoist doctors paid calls upon him 
and thronged his courtyard ; so that tlicre was then one Chang Ling 
in his chair, eating and drinking with the visitors, wliile tlie true 
Chang Ling w as on the water. 

‘Afterwards, Chang Ling ascended to heaven in broad daylight, 
together with Chao Slung and Wang Ch'ang, and thus dej)aj‘ted. His 
disciples, gazing upward after tliem for a long time, saw them dis- 
appear in the clouds. In the mountains of Shuli, where lie had com- 
pounded the half only of the elixir, he eould as yet not rise to lieaven, 
and merely became a terrestrial Sien. . . .’ 

We thus sec rise before our eyes the picture of a man of classical 
learning, so bent on the Taoist art of prolonging life tliat he saiiiiflcod 
to that ideal everything he possessed ; a man who thereupon (hivoted 
himself witli certain disciples to a life of ascetictism and seclusion in 
a country' far away from his own, and during this period received in 
liis ecstasy a mission from Laotszt*, a mission embodied in a book, to 
cure the sick both physically and mentally. His cures secur(?d him 
followers in great numbers, for whom ho instituted a semi ck^rical, 
semi-worldly government, with a system of taxation and a religious 
discipline based on self-humiliation before the higlici- pow(ir.s, (!oiiil)incd 
with confession of sins. Was ho tlie first apostle of Taoist doctrine in 
Sze-ch\ven ? Ch en Sheu brands him as a man seducing the people 
by means of his celestial book, asserting that he wrote it liimself, and 
that his contemporaries called him a rebel, that is to say, a man 
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exercising authority without imperial mandate or sanction; but this is 
not to be wondered at, since any founders or leaders of religious cor- 
porations, having an organization and rules of their own, would liave 
a like fate in Confucian China to this hour. 

In aU tJiis traditional matter the historical ground comes out more 
clearly vhen we read, as we have done, in Ch'cn Sheu’s Memoirs, that 
Chang Ling’s clerical and worldly state continued to exist and flourish 
as an actual power after his death under liis son Heng and his grandson 
Lu. Following on the lines which we have quoted above, that historian 
proceeds to write as follows : 

‘ Liu Yen, Governor (for the Han dynasty) of the province of Yih 
(comprising Sz^-ch'vcn), having raised Cliang Lu to the dignity of 
Tuh-i ]\Iarshal, llie latter, together with the Pieh-pu Marshal Chang Siu, 
defeated Su Ku, tlie Covernor of Han-clmng (in the north of Yih) ; 
thereupon, however, Chang Lu put Chang Siu aside, slew him, and 
rendered himself master of his people.’ ^ 

‘ Liu Yen had commissioned Chang Lu with the dignity of Tuh-i 
Marslial, becausci the latter’s mother exercised demonistic practices 
and, appearing in the guise of a young and beautiful girl, frequented 
his liouse (continually. When Chang Lu had occupied Han-chung, he 
barred the valleys and passes, and killed tlie envoys of the Han 
dynasty, so that; the emijcror wTote that tlie rice-rebels liad closed the 
passes, and rendered it impc^ssible for him to keep up intercourse. 
And Chang Lu, under certain pretexts put to death more than ten noble 
and influential men in the province, as Wang Wei, Li Kwan, &c., in 
ordcu’ to ()V(?rawe by punishment. . . . 

‘ In the first year of the Hing-p'ing period (a.T). 194), Liu Yen died 
of an abscess on his back . . . When (his son) Liu Chang, whose adult 
name was Ki-yuli, Imd succeeded him, Chang Lu showed so much 
pride and avrogaiu^e, and so little obedience, that Liu Cliang put to 
death his mother and younger brotliers, thus filling him with the 
bitterest enmity. IScveral times Liu Cliang sent Pang i and others 
of liis geiK'rals into the field against him, but they w-ere defeated. 
Thus Chang Lu considerably increased his territory in Pa-si (northern 
Szt;-ch wen) ; and for this reason Liu Chang appointed P ang i to be 
Covernor of Pa-si, witli orders to elieckmate (’hang Lu by force of 
arms.’ - 

‘ Cliang Lu having occupied Han-chung, instructed the people in 
Denionism and called himself King of the Teachers. Those 

who came thus to study were called first ‘Svarriors against spectres”; 
and t hen, after adoption of the system, ” wine-sacrificers ” ; each of 

^ Memoirs of Wei, ch. viii, f. 22. 

* Memoirs of Shuh, ch. i, ff. 2 and 3. 
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these was placed at the head of a section of the people ; and when the 
section grew numerous, its “ wine-sacrificer ” became an olhccr-in- 
chief”, or “ \vine-sacrificer-in-chief They all alike taught the 
people honesty and trustworthiness, abstinence frojn imposture and 
falsehood, and voluntary confession of sins ^^hen ill— v('ry much after 
the manner of the Yellow Headkcrchiefs. And tlic uinc-sacrificers ” 
built lodging-houses for public use, in the same uay that now ])ost- 
houses are made ; they bought rice and meat for gratuitous use, which 
theystored in those lodgings, in order that wayfarers might tak(; of the 
food according to their bodily needs ; but if they took in ('X(*css, they 
were rendered ill, in accordance Vith the dernonistic doctrines Trans- 
gressors of the law^s were not punished unless previously ])ardon(*d 
thrice. No chiefs or rulers were appointed; for it was tlic '‘wine- 
sacrificers” who were charged with the government, of tlu^ people. 
Barbarians also took pleasure in these institutions. By liis prowess 
he succeeded in maintaining his sway in Pa-si and Han-eliung for 
thirty years. 

‘ The house of Han in its last days, lacking pow(‘r to ir'ducc him to 
submission, met Chang Lu with the bestowal of favoins, aud (*reaied 
him a General for the Subjection of the People, with tlu^ dignity of 
Chamberlain at Court, charged also with the gov(‘rnorship of Han- 
chung and Ning-kiang and with no otluu* obligations than t.ha.t of 
maintaining intercourse with the court by sending trihide. At that 
juncture a signet of jade was found in the ground, and all his subjects 
wwe therefore desirous of raising him to the kingship of Han-ehung 
and Ning-kiang ; but his secretary, who w as named Yen f^'u, advised 
him not to do so. The jmpulation of Han-chung and Szt'-ih'wcn,” 
said he, “ amounts to more than a million families ; Die land is sur- 
rounded on all sides by stecq) strongholds ; there is wealth there, aud 
the soil is well watered. If you respect the Son of Ih'aveii above you, 
you will, just as has been tlie case with Hw an Wen-tsze and Full Yung, 
remain in the possession of your wealth and dignity ; hut. if you usi^ 
your government to establisJi your own powi^r, your fe(d. shall 
. chopped ofiE ; do not pain yourself with a desire for kingship, neither 
assume a royal title, lest you call into existence a thing wiiieh may 
prove to be a forerunner of misfortune.” (iiang Lu followed this 
advice. 

‘ During the rebellion of Han Sui and Ma Chao (y\.i). lilJ), twi^nty 
to thirty thousand families of the people of Kwan-si (the eouutry west 
of the present Si-ngan-fu) followed Chang Lu’s son, Wu-kioh, and took 
refuge with him. 

‘ In the twentieth year of the Kien-ngan period (a.o. 21")), Tai Tsu 
(Ts ao Ts ao, the first sovereign of the Wei dynasty) took the field from 
San-kwan and Wu-tu, to reduce Chang Lu to submission. When he 
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had reached the Yang-p‘ing Barrier,^ Ckang La desired to surrender 
Han-chung and submit, but his younger brother Wei would not hear 
bf it, and with his forces, several ten thousands strong, obstinately 
defended the Barrier. Ts*ao Ts'ao, however, worsted him,^ and there- 
upon came to Shuh. 

‘ When Cliang Lu received news of the fall of Yang-p'ing, he would 
have humbly offered his submission but for Yen P‘u, who said : “ To 
go to the victor in these straits will be an act of but slight value ; it 
will be better to rely on Tu Kwan, and to withdraw on Poh-hu, not 
sending your hostages to the victor before you have driven liim back ; 
your deed will then be ajjpreciated the more liighly.” So Chang Lu 
hastily retired to the south, and came into central Pa. His attendants 
proposed to entirely burn the treasures, magazines, and stores, but 
Chang Lu said : “ It has been my wish from the very beginning to 
join myself to a legal dynasty, but hitherto I have been unable ; I am 
now fleeing simply to prevent a hostile encounter, and by no means 
with any evil intent. The treasuries and arsenals are the property of 
the dynasty.” And he sealed the stores and drew off. 

‘ And Ts'ao Ts ao, coming into southern Ching, praised Chang Lu’s 
conduct very highly. Appreciating his goodwill, he sent Iiis envoys to 
him to put him at ease, upon which Chang Lu wont to him with all his 
family, and Tsao Ts'ao came to meet him. He then appointed him 
General for the Submission of the Soutli, treated him with the ritual 
prescribed for the reception of visitors, and ennobled him with the 
rank of Feudal Lord of Lang-chung, with a personal domain inhabited 
by ten thousand families. His five sons also and Yen Pu he ennobled 
as under-vassals, and adopted Chang Lu’s daughter into liis family as 
\^ife for his own son P eng-tsu ; and w hen Chang Lu was dead, he 
conferred on him the posthumous honorary title of Feudal Prince of 
Yuen. His son Fu succeeded liim in this dignity.’ ^ 

Thus ended the religious realm of Chang Tao-ling, swalloAVcd up in 
the short-lived empire of Wei, which Tsao Tsao by force of arms was 
then cutting out for himself from the territory of the decaying house of 
Han, the last emperor of which was finally dethroned in a.d. 220 by 
Tsao Ts ao’s son Tsao Pci ^ known in history by the name 
of Wen emperor of Wei. Interesting particulars about this religious 

^ Stated to have been situated north-west of Pao-ch'ing in the 

Han-chung department. 

• According to the Books of the Later Han Dynasty (ch. cv, f. 5), he also 
beheaded him. This event is related more circumstantially in the Memoirs of 
Wei, ch. i, f. 38. 

® See the Memoirs of Wei, chap, viii, ff. 22 sqq. Tliis account of Chang Lu’s 
life and feats also occurs in the Books of the Later Han Dynasty, chap, cv, without 
any additional information worth mentioning. 
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state are supplied by thd Tien-lioh ^ ^ or Wei-lioh m 
large work written somewhere about the middle of the third century ; 
which exists no longer, but extracts from which occur in the commen- 
tary of Pei Sung-chi upon the Memoirs concerning the 

Three Kingdoms : 

‘ In the Hi-p'ing period (a.d. 172-178) many rebels arose, causing 
widespread evil. In San-fu (the country around Cli'ang-ngan, the 
former capital of the empire) there was Loh Yao In the 

Kwang-ho period (178-184) tljere was Chang Kioh ik in the 
east, and Chang Siu jj^ in Han-chung. Loli Yao taught tlie 
j>eoplo how to make themselves invisible ; Chang Kioh practised the 
religion of Universal Peace, and Chang Siu that of the Five Bushels 
of Rice, The masters or teachers of the religion of Universal Peace 
carried staves with nine knots, made charms and spells, and ordered 
the sick to reflect upon their sins, their foreheads touching tlie ground ; 
also they gave them charm-water to drink ; and if tlu^y became better 
or were cured, tliey m ere held to be believers, while if they were not 
restored to health, they were considered to bo unbelieving. The 
system of Chang Siu was much the same as that of Chang Kioh, but 
in addition ho everywhere built cells or closets for purification, in 
which patients had to dwell to ponder on their sins. They employed 
men as “ officers against evil”, “ wine-sacrificers”, and ‘‘ wine-sacri*- 
ficers-in-chief ”, whose duty it was to see that the live thousand 
characters of Lao-tsze’s book were observed and practised everywhere. 
The principal business of these “ officers against evil ”, or “ officers 
against spectres ”, as they were also called, was to pray for the sick; 
which they did in the following manner. They wrote down the name 
and surname of the patient, with a declaration that ho dt^served 
punishment, and made three copies thereof, which they respectively 
sent up to heaven from an eminence, buried in the ground, and threw' 
into the W'ater, terming them autograj)hs for the three rulers. They 
then bade the family of the patient pay them five bushels of rice ; and, 
since they did this invariably, they were therefore know n as the Five 
Bushel Teachers. Tlieir w^ork was, of course, useless for the cure of 
the sick, and was merely meaningless heterodoxy ; but all the people 
were stupid and ignorant enough to worship and servo them cmulously. 

‘ Afterwards Chang Kioh w'as put to death (in a.d. 184), and Chang 
Siu, too, lost his life. Chang Lu in Han-chung, seeing that the people 
of that region had placed confidence in the work of Chang biu and 
practised it, himself developed and improved it. Ho ordered and 
encouraged the erection of lodging-houses for free use, wherein rice 
and meat should be set out, in order that wayfarers might abide there. 
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He preached a life of retirement and seclusion, and ordained that those 
sinning slightly should repair a road over a length of a hundred paces, 
to efface their guilt. In obedience to the Monthly Prescripts (of the 
Li ki), he forbade that there should be any killing in spring or summer 
(the seasons of production and growth of life ) ; moreover he interdicted 
the use of fermented liquors. People moving or living within his 
territory lacked the courage to disrespect him.’ ^ 

It is interesting to read how important a part Demonism played in 
that clerical Taoist state of the three patriarchs of the Chang tribe; 
although this is not astonishing, considering that the existence of 
a powerful world of demons, identified with the cold, dark, life-destroy- 
ing and evil-producing half of the Universe, is one of the fundamental 
principles of the Taoist or Universalistic system. We can quite well 
understand also the humble submission of the sick to the three main 
parts of the Universe, Heaven, Earth, and Water. It is also an 
interesting fact that the Church of the Chang adopted principles which 
may have been borrowed from the Buddhist religion ; which at that 
time had been busy for almost three centuries making a home for 
itself in China. The life of seclusion and asceticism, to which Chang 
Ling, with his disciples, devoted themselves, and wliich his grandson 
Chang Lu encouraged ; — the confession of sins before the higher 
powers ; — the benevolence shown to wayfarers by supplying them 
with free lodgings and food and repairing roads and bridges ; — the 
humanity displayed tow^ards criminals, who were only punished after 
having previously been pardoned thrice ; — the mitigation or even 
abolition of corporal punishment; — the restriction placed upon 
executions, and upon the butchering of animals ; — the emphasis laid 
on truth-speaking and upon abstinence from fermented liquors — ^all 
this is eminently Buddhistic, with especial reference to the Mahayana 
form in which, very probably, ^akyamuni’s Church entered China, and 
which is still predominant to-day. Certainly we may well ask whether 
w^e do not here find ourselves in the period of amalgamation of the 
two religions. 

We have thus learned from our Chinese authorities, that, besides 
Chang Lu, the heir to the work of his grandfather Chang Ling, there 
were two other Taoistic apostles of the same surname engaged in the 
w^ork of conversion and ecclesiastical organization. One of them, 
Chang Siu, fought in alliance with Chang Lu against Su Ku, the 
governor of Han-chung for the Han dyijasty, and was afterwards 
killed by his ally ; who thereupon united liis territory with his own, 
and continued to convert its people and to organize it on the same 
religious lines. When w e collate wdiat the historians have to say about 
the work of these two men, we cannot but conclude that it was of 
‘ Memoirs of Wei, chap, viii, f. 23. 
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an identical tendency and nature. Similar to it also was that of the 
third apostle, the advocate of the Religion of Universal Peace in the 
eastern provinces ; indeed, the TienMoh says explicitly, that Chang 
Siu’s system was much the same as that of Cliang Kioh. 

This Chang Kioh is a historical figure of some significance, notorious 
as the religious rebel, from whose rising historiographers are wont to 
date the decay of the house of Han, resulting in its final downfall. 
* In the first year of the Chung-p'ing period (a. d. 184),’ thus we read 
in the standard annals of the Later Han dynasty, ‘ in spring, in the 
second month, a man in Kii-lul^ (in the present Pehchihli), Chang Kioh 
by name, called himself Hwang T'ien, or Yellow Heaven. The troops 
of his faction, 360,000 strong, all wearing yellow headkerchiefs, rose 
in rebellion with one accord upon the same day. The people of Nan- 
p*ing and Kan-ling laid hands upon their feudal kings and joined the 
rebels. . . . And in autumn, in the seventh month, a priest in the Pa 
principality, deeply versed in black magic, Chang Siu by name, rose in 
rebellion and mastered the districts of that principality.’ ^ The con- 
nexion between these two rebellious apostles is evident enough from 
the coincidence of their rising. 

‘ Chang Kioh of Kii-luh, who styled himself the Wisest Master, was 
an adept in the Tao of Hwang-ti and Lao-tsze. He brought up disci- 
ples, who cured the sick by making them confess their sins, kneeling 
and prostrate, and by treating them with charm-water and spells. 
The sick being thus cured in great numbers, the people jjlaced their 
confidence in him, and took refuge with him. He sent out eight 
disciples to the north, south, cast, and west, in order to instruct and 
convert the whole empire by the Tao of Goodness, and thus, by craft 
and seduction, his followers in ten more years increased to several 
hundreds of thousands. They combined into principalities or depart- 
ments, and in eight provinces, viz. IVing, Sii, Yiu, Ki, King, Yang, 
Yen, and Yii, the inhabitants came over to him in a body. He then 
founded thirty-six regions, very much the same as military divisions ; 
a large region containing ten thousand and more people, and a small 
one only six or seven thousand ; in each of these he appointed chiefs. 
And he pretended that Blue Heaven was dead, and Yellow Heaven 
was about to reign, and that, since the year would be a kiah-tsze year 
(the first of a cycle of sixty), great prosperity would prevail in the 
world ; and with chalk or pencil they wrote the characters kiah-isze 
upon the gates of the Capital, and on the official mansions of provinces 
and principalities. 

‘ In the first year of the Chung-p*ing period (a.d. 184, the kiah-isze 
year), Ma Yuen-i, the chief of one of their divisions, enlisted many 

’ Ch. viii, ff. 11 and 12. 

1-2 
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tens of thousands in the provinces of King and Yang, with the purpose 
of assembling them in Yeh, and of thence starting the rebellion. And 
he went to the capital (Loh-yang or Honan) several times, persuading 
his adherents among the palace eunuchs, such as Fung Sii and Sii Fung, 
to agree upon a simultaneous rising on the fifth day of the third moon, 
both within and without the imperial residence. But before their 
rebellion broke out, a disciple of Chang Kioh, one Tang Cheu of Ts*i- 
nan, betrayed the matter in a letter to the Throne. Ma Yuen-i was 
torn to pieces on a wheel in Loh-yang. The emperor Ling placed T'ang 
Cheu’s letter into the hands of his three prime ministers, and Keu Tun, 
the governor of the province of Si-li (containing the capital) ordered Cheu 
Pin, with the help of the officers of the three departments, to search 
for adherents of Chang Kioh’s religion in the Palace and among the 
bodyguards and the people ; and they put to death more than a 
thousand persons. Then they extended their searches to the province 
of Ki, commencing a quest for Cliang Kioh and his people. 

‘ Chang Kioh, seeing the matter betrayed, sent orders post-haste, 
day and night, to the several divisions, to rise at once. They wore 
yellow headkerchiefs as badges, on which account they were called 
^‘Yellow Kerchiefs”; but they Avere also styled “Ant Rebels”. 
Having killed a man as a sacrifice to Heaven, Chang Kioh adopted the 
title of General of Heaven, his younger brother Pao that of General 
of Earth, and another younger brother Liang became General of 
Mankind. Wherever they Avent, they burned the official mansions 
and took the cities. The provinces and principalities were at a loss 
Avhat to do, as their chief officers, for the most part, fled ; in ten days 
the Avhole empire responded to the call of the insurgents, and the 
capital trembled.’ . , 

Thus far the Chinese historian. It seems absurd to admit that those 
religious associates had organized themselves into communities and 
into a formal church Avith deliberate intent to reverse the legal authority. 
We cannot find in the annals of that period a single word to confirm such 
an idea. It seems more rational to look at it in another way. We can 
fully understand that the government considered the organization of 
those Taoists as a kind of state Avithin the state, and that the religious 
movement, having affected almost the Avliole empire, had raised its 
jealousy, suspicion, and fears to the highest pitch. Indeed, to the eight 
proAdnees, in which, according to the historian, the organized religion 
had been fostered, Ave have to add that of Yih, or the present Sz^-chVen, 
where we are told that Cliang Lu Avas at that time exercising his 
religious authority. There thus remained no more than three un- 
affected, those lying farthest aAA’^ay, viz. Liang Fing % and 


^ Boohs of the Later Han Dynasty, ch. ci, ff. 1 and 2. 
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Kao corresponding in the main to the present Kansuh, Shensi, 
Kwangtung, and Kwangsi. 

The year 184, opening as it did a new cycle, was to the credulous 
devotees peculiarly hopeful for their young and flourishing Church, to 
which a new cycle of gro^vth and progress thus opened itself out. Pro- 
pagandists travelled far and wide with renewed zeal, the most daring 
even gaining proselytes within the Palace gates. But the perfidious 
backslider did his fatal work. His letter to tlie emperor may have 
been mere falsehood and slander, yet for a suspicious government 
it was sufficient reason to potince upon the adherents of the faith. 
By dint of torture the members of the religion were forced to betray 
each other ; over a thousand were killed in tlic imperial residence 
only, and as the bloody terrorism swept over the provinces, and tlie 
forests was beaten for their chiefs, the followers could not possibly 
refrain from seizing arms in self-defence, and this, of course, the 
government interpreted as rebellion. History in China has often 
repeated itself in such matters ; in fact, liistory passes in review many 
such religious sects Avith ecclesiastical organization, first cruelly perse- 
cuted by the state for their spirit of association and their heterodoxy, 
thus forced to rise in self-defence, and finally cruslied and smothered 
in streams of their own blood. 

This fate was also allotted to the Yellow Headkerchiefs. Badly 
armed, as wo may suppose them to liave been, they sustained in that 
same year a series of defeats from several generals, and Chang Kioh 
perished. They were not, hoAAever, annihilated for years, since among 
the events, as late as the year 207, we find mention made of their 
existence in the annals of the Han dynasty (Books of the Later Han 
Dynasty^ ch. ix, f. 11). 

We have seen that the associates in Yih or Szfi-ch*wen escaped 
destruction in the first place owing to tlie sagacity and valour of 
Chang Lu, combined with the influence of his mother over the Governor 
of Yih, and certainly owing also to the weakness of the house of Han, 
already tottering to its downfall, sapped as it was by the Avar of defence, 
then AA'^aged by the religious associates. We have seen that Chang Lu 
in the end saved his people by surrendering to Ts'ao Ts*ao, tlie final 
destroyer of the house of Han, thus at the same time acquiring for 
himself and his sons high titles of nobility. He a\ as thus also tlie man 
who ennobled the line of Patriarchs, or so-called Taoist popes, Avho 
have descended from him to the present day, and thus has commanded 
the respect wliich rulers and people in China have in all ages paid to 
that line because of its length and antiquity. But in the liistory of 
China his name is important for nothing so much as for the fact that 
he saved from destruction the Church of his grandfather Chang Ling, 
when it received its baptism from the house of Han in streams of blood. 
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9 

principi.es of practice and 

ENLIGHTENMENT OF THE SOTO ZEN SHU^ 

By ZENKAI OMORI. (Abstract) 

Introduction. 

C 

1. The most vital business of all Buddhists is to have a thorough 
understanding of birth and death. When you find the Buddha in 
the midst of birth and death, then you no longer see birth and death. 
When it is understood that birth and death is neither more nor less 
than Nirvana itself, ilicro is no birth and death which you wish to 
shun, nor Nirvana whicli you wish to attain. It is only then that 
you are freed from birth and death. 

2. It is not easy to be born as a human being, or to gain an oppor- 
tunity of becoming acquainted with the doctrine of the Buddhas. 
We must not then waste this life, the most excellent we can have in 
the midst of birth and death. 

3. Life is transient, and no one on earth can resist impermanence. 
We go alone to the netlier world, and all that follows us is our own 
deeds, good and evil. 

4. Do not associate with people entertaining a false doctrine that 
denies the law of causation. This law is manifest everywhere and 
has no partiality. Were the law of causation empty, none of the 
Buddhas would have appeared on earth. 

5. There are three kinds of karmaic retribution in regard to time : 
(1) that which bears its fruit in this life ; (2) that which does so in 
the next ; (3) that which does so in some remoter future. These are 
called the three seasons of Karma. 

6. Let it be borne in mind that the present life is only one ; there 
are no two or three of it. How can we afford to waste it by the 
entertainment of false doctrines ? 


Repentance and Release. 

7. The Buddhas and Patriarchs, out of their infinite love for all 
sentient beings, have left the gate of mercy open to the utmost extent, 
for they want to see every being enter there and testify the truth. 
Though there is no way to escape the threefold retribution of evil 

* Abstract of a work recently compiled by the authority of the Soto School 
for its adlierents. ** 
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Karma, repentance does much to lighten the burden, or even to clear 
away altogether the trace of sin, 

8. Therefore let us repent with the devout concentration of our 
hearts before all the Buddhas of the past. The virtue of this repen- 
tance will make us free from stains, and enable us to grow within our 
hearts a pure and unobstructed faith, and strive ever onward. Then 
the self and the not-self lose their distinction, and tlie benefit derived 
therefrom extends universally over botli sentient and non-sentient 
beings. 

9. In the main the idea is ; ‘ Though my conditions are such as 
not to favour the progress of my faitli on account of the Karma of 
previous evil deeds, yet all Buddhas and the Patriarchs who have 
attained to enlightenment according to the teachings of Buddhism, 
pitying me, will release me from the bonds of Karma, and make me 
participate in their love. The Buddhas and Patriarclis in their past 
were like myself, and I shall in my future be like them. 

10. ‘ All the evil Karma that I have created in the past is due to 
my avarice, hate, and infatuation which I have clicrishcd from time 
immemorial in act, in speech, and thought. Of all this I now repent.’ 
In this repentance there will be no doubt of the spiritual help of the 
Buddhas and Patriarchs. Prostrate yourself, therefore, and lay bare 
your hearts before the Buddhas. Repentance and confession will 
extirpate the root of your sin. 


Ordination and Initiation. 

11. Next, you should most sincerely revere the Triple Treasure of 
the Buddha, the Dharnia (Law), and the Sangha (Brotherhood). 

12. Be not induced out of fear to believe in the mountain gods or 
any other spiritual beings, nor pay homage to the shrines of heterodox 
teachers. 

13. To take refuge in the Triple Treasure, it is necessary to be 
perfectly pure in faith. Whether it be in the time of the Tathiigata 
or after his disappearance, approach him with folded hands, bow low, 
and repeat this formula : — 

‘ I take refuge in the Buddha : 

I take refuge in the Dharina ; 

I take refuge in the Sangha.’ 

14. The merit of the Triple Refuge is sure to mature at the time 
of a responsive communion between the disciple and the Protector. 
Be he deva or man, dweller in the lower regions, demon or animal, 
he is sure to come to take refuge in the Triple Treasure when the 
responsive communion is established. Having taken the Triple 
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Refuge let him increase this merit in whatever stage of existence, 
and he is sure ultimately to mature the most perfect wisdom. 

15. Next you should be initiated into the threefold comprehensive 
precepts of purity, comprising (1) all decorous behaviour, (2) all good 
deeds, and (3) love to all sentient beings. After this you should be 
initiated into the ten grave prohibitory precepts : (1) Do not kill ; 
(2) Do not steal ; (3) Do not commit adultery ; (4) Do not lie ; (6) Do 
not sell liquor ; (6) Do not speak of others’ shortcomings ; (7) Do 
not praise yourself and blame others ; (8) Do not grudge charities ; 
(9) Have no anger ; (10) Do not speajc ill of the Triple Treasure. 

16. To be initiated into all these precepts is to attain to Buddha- 
hood. The initiated enter the same rank as all the Buddhas, they 
are verily children of the Buddhas. 

17. All the Buddhas are always working, and embrace all individual 
beings in their infinite wisdom. All individual beings, when they come 
to live in it, recognize no distinction between the self and the not-self 
When this consummation is attained, every being in the universe, 
be it the earth itself, or a form of vegetation, or a fence post, or a 
piece of brick, performs tlic work of a Buddha ; inspired by the 
spiritual influence of the Buddhas, even inanimate things lead us to 
the state of enlightenment. This is called the merit of non-doing ; 
this is the awakening of the heart of wisdom (Bodhi-citta). 

The Awakening of the Desire to benefit others. 

18. By the awakening of the Wisdom-heart is meant the aw^akening 
of the earnest desire and effort to help all sentient beings to reach 
the further shore before one has crossed the stream oneself. In what 
ever situation let a man at the first opportunity awaken in himself 
a desire to help others before liimself. 

19. With this desire even a maiden of seven summers may be 
a spiritual leader of the four multitudes of beings. That spirituality 
has nothing to do with the sexes is the most wonderful law in the 
teachings of the Buddhas. 

20. After the Wisdom-heart is awakened, a man may transmigrate 
in the six paths or the four forms of existence ; but his transmigration 
will still be turned into the prayer and practice of wisdom. There 
may be some whose merit for Buddhahood is already mature, and yet 
they would turn it all over to their fellow beings to help them to 
attain to Buddhahood. There may be others who never attain to 
Buddhahood though their merits are fully matured, for it is theit 
desire to serve others and make them cross over to the further shore. 

21. There are four ways to serve others : (1) Charity ; (2) Loving 
words ; (3) Benefiting deeds ; (4) Sharing with others. 
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(1) By Charity is meant not coveting. Mind not how small your 
gift may be — even a phrase or a verse of the Buddhas* teachings ; 
it may be the planting of a seed of goodness not only in this life but 
in the next. Only let there be no thought of reward in helping others. 
Not only the building of a bridge or the provision of a ferry-boat is 
a work of charity, but so are all forms of benefiting life, commercial 
and industrial. 

22. (2) By loving words we mean speaking tenderly to all sentient 
beings who are impartially regarded with lovingkindness. Praise 
those who are virtuous, pity th^se Avho are deficient in virtue. Loving 
words gain the hearts of enemies and keep the virtuous iieacefully 
together. Let us learn that loving words have power to make the 
heavens revolve. 

23. (3) By loving deeds we mean contriving means to benefit 
others, be they noble or humble — only a lielpless tortoise or a sick 
sparrow — without ever thinking of reward. Tlie ignorant may say, 
‘ Others may be benefited, but what about one’s own benefit ? ’ Tliis 
is not so, however. Benefiting deeds benefit equally and impartially 
one’s self as well as others. 

24. (4) Sharing with others means non-contradiction. The human 
TathEgata appeared among liuman beings, and sliared ])is fate with 
men. There is this spiritual law, that when otherness is identified 
with selfness, selfness in turn becomes identified with otherness. 

26. Such is the significance of tlie deed growing out of the Wisdom- 
heart. Let us reverently bow before the spiritual merit tliat extends 
over all beings who, thus received and embraced by all the Buddhas, 
are helped to cross over tlie stream. 


Upholding and Gratitude. 

26. Sentient beings inhabiting this eartli are destined by their 
Karma to have the Wisdom-heart awakened in them. Their wish 
to be born in this world is fulfilled : why should they not be thankful 
for having seen the Buddha ? 

27. Blessed indeed are we who have come in the days of the good 
Dharma. Does not the Buddha say, ‘ If one recognizes a master 
who teaches perfect wisdom, do not ask of what caste he is, do not 
attend to his outward features, do not consider his shortcomings or 
criticize his practices, revere his wisdom and bow before him respect- 
fully three times a day ’ ? 

28. That we can see the Buddha and listen to his teachings is due 
to the transmission and maintenance of the good Dharma by our 
Buddhas and Patriarchs successively. Wo ought to bo grateful for 
the gift of even one phrase or one portion of the Dharma. How 
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much more ought we to be grateful for the incomparable gift of the 
eye-treasury of the good law. 

29. The proper way to show our gratitude is by the righteous 
upholding of our daily life, not to waste it, not to spend (our time) 
selfishly. 

30. Time passes more swiftly than a flying arrow. With whatever 
craft and contrivance, we arc unable to restore one day that is gone by. 
A life of one hundred years spent in idleness is indeed a sorrowful 
existence. A man may live as the slave of the senses for one hundred 
years, only let him succeed in upholding one day of his life in the 
Law, and this one day will not only compensate the lost hundred 
years, but meritoriously influence the coming life of many a year. 
The living of one day is a precious existence. It is only through the 
righteous upholding of ourselves in the Law that the meritorious 
upholding of all the Buddhas becomes manifest. Accordingly a 
righteous upholding of one day is the seed of all Buddhahood, of the 
righteous upholding of all the Buddhas themselves. 

31. ‘ All the Buddhas ’ means no other than Shaka-Muni himself. 
And this Shaka-Muni is nowhere but in one’s own mind. The 
Buddhas of all ages, past, present, and future, become Shaka-Muni 
at their attainment of Buddhahood; i.e. they are all of the one Mind. 
Find out what this one Mind is, and by so doing you will really show 
your gratitude for ilic Buddhas. 


10 

BUDDHIST INFLUENCE UPON THE 
JAPANESE^ 

By M. ANESAKI. (Abstract) 

Buddhism came to Japan in the midst of clan strife, and its embodi- 
ment in the Constitution proclaimed by Prince Shotoku (a.d. 693-621) 
marked an epoch in Japanese history. In the first Article the Prince 
laid down that the harmony of all beings was founded on faith in the 
Three Treasures. Works of art and practices of charity aided the 
promulgation of the new ideal. A bronze statue of Buddha dedicated 
by the Princess Consort to the spirit of the departed Prince bore an 

‘ As another paper also was communicated by Prof. Anesaki, this abstract 
is limited to the subject originally selected by him, the Buddhist doctrine of the 
Communion of Saints. 
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inscription which proves that the idea of attaining enlightenment in 
communion with the deceased, in whose memory and for whose sake 
the relatives of the deceased dedicate some meritorious works to 
Buddha, had already entered Japan. Buddhism teaches no eternal 
damnation. Every being will, though now plunged in sins, attain one 
day the supreme bliss of enlightenment, however long the way may be. 
li the deceased were in Buddha’s land, he would look for the spiritual 
good of those who did pious works in his name. If the contrary, the 
living might help the soul of their dear one in bringing him further on 
the way to bliss. Dedications ^with tliis intention are called works 
done ‘ for the sake of Bodhi ’ or ‘ Eko ’ (Prandmana), With the 
Japanese Buddhists the community of believers extends to all spirits 
in any states of existence. Travellers in Japan will see monumental 
stones raised by the roadside, with the nearly uniform inscription, 
Sangai Banrei Kuyo no To. It means ‘ the Tope erected for the 
(spiritual) benefit of all the spirits in the three worlds ’. The erection 
is usually the work of a private person, and is carried out with solemn 
ceremony and recitations of sacred texts. The practice has even been 
extended to enemies in w^ar. After the Korean expedition in the 
sixteenth century, the Prince of Satsuma, the most warlike of the 
feudal lords, erected a monument in the graveyards of the Koya, 
with the inscription TeH mikaia jimbotsu boryo kuyo notame, i.e. ‘ Dedi- 
cated to the spiritual welfare of those wlio died in the recent war, 
both on the enemy’s side and on our side.’ 

The Prince Regent further initiated various institutions for the 
encouragement of learning and the extension of cliarity. Temples and 
monasteries were built, and a central cathedral was erected near the 
capital, dedicated to the Buddha Lochana, one of the spiritual bodies 
of Buddha. The images of the various celestial beings named in the 
sacred texts furnish the best relics of Japanese sculpture. 

In the following four centuries, known as the Heian period,^ the 
organization of the terrestrial hierarchies made great advances. The 
Hiei school on the mountain near Kyoto was founded on the teachings 
of the ‘ Lotus of the True Law^ and propagated the behef in the 
Buddha who is a manifestation of the Eternal Buddha. Faith in liim 
was the centre of all virtue. On the other hand, the Buddliisrn of the 
Toji school was an extreme pantheism, affirming that everytliing is 
a manifestation, or even the body, of Buddha himself. The consoli- 
dation of the state, and the growing luxury of tlie court and the capital 
promoted the prosperity of the priests, and led to the elaboration 
of ritual and the refinement of sentiment. Buddhist art transferred 
itself to painting, and still more to .poetry and literature. The bliss 
of the Buddha-lands, and the close communion of our spirits with 
' Heian is a name of Kyoto, to which the capital was removed in 794. 
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the saints in the heavenly worlds, were depicted in brilliant colours 
and complicated groups. More influential still was the sympathy 
towards human incidents and the beauty of nature expressed chiefly 
in lyrical poems and romantic stories. These sympathies are summed 
up in one word, ‘ aware.’ It means literally ‘ pity but pity in a very 
special and profound sense. These sympathetic touches towards man 
and nature were always, or nearly so, interwoven with one another. 
The novelists of the Heian period knew nothing sympathetic in human 
incidents apart from the ‘ aware ’ in nature. What made that nature 
appeal to the human heart was th^ influence of Buddhism. That 
influence was based on the idea of the spiritual communion among 
all beings, and especially on the simile of the rain nourishing all the 
plants, in the fifth chapter of the ‘Lotus’. The influence the ‘Lotus’, 
read and copied as a sacred work, exercised upon the Japanese, and 
its contribution to the giowth of sympathy and the refinement of 
feeling, can never be over-estimated. 

The pomp and luxury of the court life and the hierarchic 
systems unhappily produced coiTuption : and the true religious 
spirit began to demand something more lasting than the partial 
satisfaction of emotion, through appeals to the eye and ear. The 
pioneer of the new movement was Kuya (a.d, 901-72). His faith 
in Amita, the Redeemer in the Western Land of Bliss, was expressed 
in singing songs in j^raise of the Buddha, very similar to the practice 
of the Italian DiscipUnati di Gem Cristo. The propagation of the 
faith by singing and dancing was soon followed by the UTitings and 
paintings of Genshin (or Kshin, A.n. 942-1017), who lived in a monastery 
on Mount Hiei. His chief work, entitled Wojo Yosim, i.e. ‘ the princi- 
ples (of the teachings on) the birth (in Amita’s land),’ opened with 
a description of the miseries of various states of existence, and then 
revealed the primal vows of Amita to save aU those who believe in his 
name. It culminated in a brilliant delineation of the bliss of the Pure 
Land, and especially of the communion of saints. The writer uses the 
very expression shoju guye, which means exactly ‘ the communion 
of saints \ Ryonin, also a monk of the Hiei (A.n. 1072-1132), was both 
more mystic in sjurit and more jmpular in practice. Deeply impressed 
by the gospel of salvation by Amita’s grace, he believed himself to 
have received a direct revelation from the Buddha in a verse which 
affirmed that all men are common in their stock, and all works of piety 
are communicated and shared by those who are one in heart and faith. 
On this basis he tiied to organize a society in which every believer 
should invoke Amita in faith that his devotion would secure the 
benefit of the whole communion. The god Kuvera was said to have 
appeared to the teacher in order to be enrolled at the opening of the 
list. 
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The hero and saint of the Amita-Buddliism appeared in the person of 
Honen (a.d. 1133-1212),^ whose religion continues to this day to be 
the most influential among the common people, and had a great 
indirect effect on Japanese literature. The greatest Japanese epic, 
not in volume but in merit and significance for later ages, is the Heike- 
memogatari, i.e. ‘The Fall of the Heike or Taira Clan.’ This clan, 
which had succeeded to the glory of the Fujiwaras, was crushed by 
another military clan in 1186, after a brilliant era of only thirty years. 
Its fall deeply impressed the popular mind. A i)oet, who probably 
lived in the thirteenth century, took up the rise and fall of the Taira 
as the subject of a narrative work, and Honen himself played a part 
in the episodes. One general of the falling clan, captured by the enemy, 
and another of the rising clan, disgusted with the horrors of battle, 
were converted to Honen’s teaching. The epic, which opens with the 
preaching of the impermanency of worldly glories, closes with the 
gospel of salvation and the communion of faith. An ex-Empress, 
daughter to the head of the fallen clan, who lost aU her kinsmen together 
with the Emperor, her only son, in the last battle, lives in retirement 
in an obscure nunnery among the hills near the capital. The ex- 
Emperor, father of her dead husband, visits her, and she relates her 
sad experiences and the consolations of her faith in spiritual com- 
munion and the efficacy of devotion for the sake of her dead son and 
lost kinsmen. These narrations are the most touching in the poem : 
they are in reality nothing but confessions of contemporary Buddhism, 
spoken by the most pitiful and sympathetic figure of the epic. The 
influence of the epic on the later literature has been enormous. 

[The latter part of the pax)er described the rise of the Zen School 
(in the age following the thirteenth century), which is the subject of 
an independent paper by Mr. Omori, p. 128.] 

In conclusion, the author observed that the establishment of a firm 
military government in the beginning of the seventeenth century 
largely changed the aspect of society. The adai>tatiou of Confucian 
ethics led to the decline of the Buddhist idcalisti<; universalism in 
favour of a rigid morality of order and obedience. Whether the 
Buddhist ideals have gone for ever, or can be revived, only the 
coming generations can decide. 

' See the author’s paper (No. 4, p. 122) on this saint. 
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A JAPANESE PHILOSOPHER ON SHINTO 

By J. CAREY HALL 

In the study of religions a good deal depends on the student’s own 
point of view. In this, as in other subjects of research by the compara- 
tive method, the first requirement is to get a clear view of the objective 
facts upon which all or most of the ^competent observers are agreed. 
What are the ideals or objects of w^orship ? By what rites, that is, 
by what combinations of words and actions are the reverential feelings 
of the worshippers expressed ? and what influence, if any, have the 
worship and its associated beliefs upon the everyday social activities 
of those who hold the cult ? 

These questions have, so far as the old religion of Japan is concerned, 
been practically settled for English inquirers by the writings and 
translations of the well-known triad of savants, Sir E. Satow, Dr. 
W. G. Aston, and Professor B. H. Chamberlain. Dr. Aston’s labours, 
confirmed in most of the essential conclusions by the researches of 
M. Revon and Dr, Karl Plorenz, have definitively fixed the position 
of Shinto, the Way of the Gods, in the field of religious development. 
It is a primitive nature worship, modified slightly by later accretions 
from Buddhism and Chinese ancestor worship. It is no higher in 
the scale of cults than was the Sun worship of the Incas of Peru. 
The most astonishing fact about it is its survival, or rather its resur- 
rection in the present day. 

Comparative mythology has enabled modern European savants to 
arrive thus at a practically unanimous judgement on the position 
of Shinto. In this paper I j)ropose to show that their conclusion 
was anticipated nearly two centuries ago by a Japanese savant, not 
only unacquainted with the wide range of facts familiar to European 
scholars, but belonging to the strictest school of Confucianism, Dazai 
Shuntai by name (1680-1747). A word or two as to his position in 
the galaxy of philosophical wTiters who flourished in Japan in the 
eighteenth century. 

Throughout the whole of tlie Tokugawa Shogunate (1603-1867), 
the best intellects of Japan concentrated their energies on the study 
of Chinese literature, especially the moral philosophy of the Jusha or 
Confucianists. For nearly a century the orthodox school, that of 
Chu-hi, the Thomas Aquinas of China, reigned in Japan as vigorously 
as in China itself. But the more deeply his writings were studied, 
the more pronounced became the distaste of Japanese thinkers for 
the strain of Buddhistic metaphysic which he had contrived to work 
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into an amalgam with the positive morality of the Confucian canon. 
Hence two schools of dissenting thought sprang up. One of these, 
following the views of Wang Yang-ming, the Descartes of China, 
went in for intuitional illuminism. The other, tending to the opposite 
pole, reverted to the pure text of the Confucian books as its standard, 
rejecting the additions of later commentators of whatever school. 
It was to this sect of pure Confucianists that Dazai belonged. It 
furnished a brilliant group of writers on political and moral pliilosophy ; 
but its contempt for the primitive beginnings of Japan’s national 
history provoked a reaction in favour of native antiquarian research, 
in which the national religion naturally occupied the first place. The 
coryphaeus of the nationalist revival, Mabuchi, was a younger con- 
temporary of Dazai. 

So much for his point of view. He was free, at all events, from the 
patriotic bias in his study of his country’s religion, and his intellectual 
powers were of a high order. Wo have all often l\eard of the three 
religions of Japan — Shinto, Buddhism, and Confucianism. This is 
the subject of Dazai’s little treatise, the first portion of which I wish 
to bring to your notice. It is entitled Bendo Sho, a treatise on the 
ways, i. e. on the systems of doctrine, or rather of ethics, then as now 
prevalent in Japan. Of its sixty -five pages, less than thirteen, one- 
fifth of the whole, is devoted to Shinto : sixteen pages to Buddhism, 
and the rest, more than half of the whole treatise, to Judo, the way 
of the Literati, i. e. Confucianism. The following is his estimate of 
Shinto. 


Dazai Jtjn (1680-1747) on the Doctrinal Systems (Ways) 

OF Japan (Shinto). 

The differences between the systems of the Schoolmen, the Buddhists, 
and the Theolaters (i.e. Shintoists) having been often orally explained 
to you, no doubt your lordships will have a general apprehension of 
the subject ; but as it has been dealt with piecemeal and the details 
are hard to remember, I shall now comply with your wishes and put 
on paper the substance of my lectures. 

That the three Systems, those of the Schoolmen, the Buddhists, and 
the Shintoists are like the three legs of a tripod, is a saying which has 
been attributed to Prince Shotoku (672-621), whom your lordships 
so deeply venerate. Its authenticity, however, cannot be admitted. 
The prince was a Buddhist, and consequently preferred that system 
to its rival the Way of the Schoolmen ; but let that pass. A tripod 
most have three legs : and Shinto did not exist in the princess time : 
it was not erected into a system till long after the prince’s time. It 
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is consequently impossible that he could have included it as one of 
the three legs of the tripod indispensably requisite f#r the State. As 
your lordships are devoted admirers of the prince, I am aware that 
my remarks will be displeasing to you ; but having been asked to 
give my opinion it would be disloyal were I not to give it without 
reserve. 

Wlien we look back over Japanese antiquity we find that from 
Jimmu Tenno (mythical date 660-685 B. c.) till the time of the thirtieth 
emperor Kim-mei (540-571 a. d.) there was no such thing as a Doctrinal 
System in Japan. Everytliing was in a crude and inchoate condition. 
In the time of the thirty-second emperor Yomei (686-7) was born 
that intelligent man knowTi as the stable-door prince (Shotoku Taishi). 
He read books and acquired knowledge ; and in the time of the thirty- 
fourth sovereign, the empress Suiko (693-628), whilst occupying the 
position of Administrator of the Government, he established offices 
with their duties, regulated clothing and dress, and promoted etiquette 
and music, thus giving the country government and the people guidance, 
and diffusing civilization throughout the empire. The stable-door 
prince’s merits have earned for liim the renown of a constructive 
sage. The prince’s learning, however, whilst ample as regards Bud- 
dhism, was meagre as regards the Schoolmen. He ^^'as fond of the 
Buddliisrn he had so deeply studied ; but in respect of the system 
of the sages of the Central Cultured State (China) it would seem that 
he had but little knowledge. Moreover, most of what he wrote has 
not been transmitted to our times, and there is consequently a difficulty 
in arriving at a correct judgement of him. Of late there are some 
who say that a book called Kiuji Honki (i. c. Main record of old affairs) 
was written by him, and it is highly prized accordingly. If we look 
into this work, thinking to find therein the real system of the prince, 
wo find we are greatly mistaken. It is manifest that the dictum about 
the three systems being like tlie three legs of a tripod could not have 
been uttered by the prince. If, indeed, the prince had ever really said 
anything of the kind he would have been greatly in error, as I shall 
proeeed to show. Although this point has been touched on several 
times before, I shall now dwell on it fully, as desired. 

People nowadays believe that Shinto (the Gods’ Way) is the Way of 
our Country, and that it is a distinet system which may be ranked 
alongside of the Confucian System and the Buddhist System; but 
that is a great mistake. The Way of the Gods is included within 
the Way of the Sages. In the Book of Changes of the Chow dynasty 
(Chow Yih, 1110 B.c.) it is said : — 

‘ Observing the Way of the Gods of the Sky and seeing that the 
four Seasons fail not, the sage takes the Way of the Gods and therewith 
constructs his doctrine and the whole empire succumbs to it.* 
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This is the earliest passage in which the expression ‘ Way of the 
Gods * is to be fotnd. By the Way of the Gods of the Sky is meant the 
sun, the moon, the stars and constellations, wind, rain, frost, dew, 
cold, heat, day, night, and so forth. All things between Heaven and 
Earth outside the sphere of human action are the work of the gods ; 
and so the creation of all things is due to them. It is for this reason 
that perfectly successful action is called the Way of the Gods of Heaven. 
When it was said that the sages constructed their doctrine by the 
Way of the Gods, what is meant is that the Way of the Sages in every- 
thing acts with submissive respect as regards the sky, and in obedience 
to the orders of ancestors. Hence the former kings of antiquity in 
their government of the empire, gave their attention chiefly to the 
sacrifices to the sky and to the earth, to the hiUs and rivers, to the 
tutelary gods of the subject localities and the sacrifices of the ancestral 
temple ; and by prayer and sacrificial worship they served the gods 
and spirits. On behalf qf the people they entreated for good years# 
warding off calamities ; and by means of divination they decided 
doubtful matters. Thus in all things they paid reverence to the 
gods and spirits as being their first duty, their object being to obtain 
the help of the gods and spirits after human efforts should have done 
their utmost. 

Another remark must be made. Wliilst the scholars and gentry act 
from their knowledge of principles, the common folk, being simple 
and ignorant, are mostly in doubt as to what to think on many subjects, 
and it would be difficult to bring them all to unanimity without calling 
in the gods and spirits, as an opportune resource. The sages, being 
well aware of this in their guidance of the people, proclaimed their 
commands in the name of the supreme ruler and the host of spirits. 
This is the sages^ Way of the Gods. Tliis is w hat is meant when it 
is said that the sages used tlie Way of the Gods to construct their 
system. In recent times there has arisen a school of rationalists, who 
say that the gentleman, being enlightened by reason, has no delusions 
about gods and spirits. They would throw over the gods and spirits 
altogether ; some of them alleging that gods and spirits are a theory 
invented by the sages as a device for governing the people. These 
rationalists do not know the Way of the Gods. Confucius said : — ‘ The 
gentleman stands in awe of three things : first of all he regards with 
awe the dooms of the sky.’ The dooms of the sky, being the Way 
of the Grods of the Sky, cannot be fathomed by Iiuman understanding. 
Therefore it is that the gentleman stands in aw^e of them. In the 
Chow Yih (Book of Changes), in the section ‘ Connected arguments *, 
it is said : — ‘ The unfathomableness of the male and female principles 
(Yin and Yang) is called god.’ The explanation of this given in the 
commentary of the diagram is : — ‘ How mysterious all things are is 
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fiummed up in the \^0T(i god,* (or gods, or divine). It all means that 
the gods and spirits are mysterious and unfathomable. Why it is 
that the commands (or dooms) of the sky are the business of the gods 
and spirits, not even the sages themselves understand. On what 
principle or for what reason it should be so, is beyond their ken. 
There is nothing for it but to accept the fact with awe and reverence. 
In this spirit to instruct the lower orders is by no means to hoodwink 
the people. It is not inventing the gods and spirits by way of a pious 
device. This is what the rationalists do not understand. Reflection 
will convince you of its truth. Consequently the Way of the Gods 
is contained by implication in the Way of the Sages. It is not a fact 
that there is anything that can be called the Way of the Gods apart 
from or other than that which is included in the Way of the Sages. 

What is nowadays called the Way of the Gods is a made-up thing, 
got by grafting tlio Way of the Confucianists upon Buddhism. It 
would seem that tlie setting up of this construction was subsequent to 
the crossing over (from China to Japan) of the Buddhism of the Shingon 
sect. Thus in 806 a.d. Kengu (Kobo Daishi), being a man of godlike 
understanding, and seeing that in Buddhism there are matters of all 
sorts, and thinking with longing regret on the great simplicity of the 
system of the wizards and spell-chanters of Japan, mixed together 
a compound of seven or eight parts of Buddhism with two or three 
parts of Confucianism and in this manner elaborated a sort of Way 
(or system). 

His system (i. e. Ryobu Shinto) is a tissue of strained explanations, 
which could not have existed, as has been alleged, in the time of 
Shotoku Taishi. At the present day Shinto, in its services of the 
gods, makes use of the prayers and oifcrings in the style of the Shingon 
sect as handed down by the Acharyas and Gomashi ^ peculiar to it. 
This is a Way of wizards and chanters of spells, and is of no importance 
in the Way of the Gods. These wizards and spell-chanters are persons 
in the service of the gods and spirits, and consequently necessary 
to the nation. Hence we find that in the Chow Ritual there were, 
amongst the officials of the spring season, the Grand Spell-chanter, 
the Lesser Spell-chanters, the Mourning Spell-chanters, the Domain 
Spell-chanters and tlie Spell-chanters of curses ; the Director of wizards, 
Avizards and witches. All these officials were charged wdth the service 
of the gods and spirits as their main duty. Each of them had his 
assigned part in the sacrifices offered in the ancestral temple of the 
Emperor, in those offered in the fiefs of the nobles, and the less important 
sacrifices, as also on other great occasions of state ceremonial. This 
whole class of functionaries were concerned wholly and solely with the 


* Priests Who light a fire and then offer up prayers whilst it is burning. 
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service of the gods and spirits, and the performance of the sacrifices 
and invocations (or spells), and their way or method was handed 
down as a special tradition in their own families. What style of 
service it was that the wizards and spell-sayers of the Chow age practised 
cannot now be clearly ascertained ; but we may be certain that it was 
not very different in its main features from the stylo practised by 
the Acharyas, fortune-tellers, shrine-keepers, god-masters, sibyls and 
yanmhuahi ^ of the present day. In so far as old times were unlike the 
present day, and our country is widely separated from the strange 
country (China), there will doubtless bo found diversities of names 
and meanings. But the actuaf performances ^vill not be so very dis- 
similar after all ; for human nature and the principles of tilings are 
the same in all ages. 

This Way of sorcerers and prayer-clianters, so different from the 
Way of the gentleman, must seem to the latter a childish performance, 
an outlandish or even ludicrous proceeding ; but as it does no harm 
to the state, the sage emperors and enlightened kings of old did not 
interfere with it. As it was for the service of the gods, they said, We 
shall leave it to them ; and so they made use of it and included its 
professionals in the official hierarchy. In later ages when it went so 
far as to make sacrificial victims of men, they put it under control. 
Of course nothing of the kind was allowed in tlie time of the former 
kings* Seeing, then, that sorcerers and prayer-chanters have a special 
Way of their own, apart from the Way of ordinary people, what use 
would it be for ordinary people to learn this peculiar Way ? Men 
nowadays who study Shinto raise a god-altar inside a dirty house, 
and, dressed up in dirty garments, present dirty offerings, worsliipping 
the gods early and late in the style of the sorcerers and prayer-chanters, 
belittling and pestering the gods and spirits ; until at last some of 
these devotees go mad. What the present day Shintoists call the 
‘ Spirit-light ’ is the Buddliistic Nyorai (i. e. Tathagata). What they 
call the ‘ Spirit-light of the heart ’ is the Buddhistic heart- Amida, 
the Nyorai (Tathagata) of original perception. Tlieir ‘root-country’ 
or ‘ bottom-country ’ is simply the state of after death. Their inner 
and outer purification, their purifying of the six roots and so forth, 
is merely the Buddhistic way of eliminating the troubled mind and 
seeking Boddhi (enlightenment). In particular, the purifying of the 
six roots, mentioned in the Hokke-Kyo (the Sutra of the Lotus of the 
Good Law), has simply been stolen by the Shintoists and set up as 
a part of their doctrine. Altogether the Shintoists of to-day, whether 
they be of the Yui-ichi or the San-gen schools, are based on Buddhism, 
from which they have selected what suited them ; and though outwardly 

* Buddhist devotees who annually repair to a mountain to give themselves 
dp to prayer and religious exercises— only from the Shingon and Tondai sects* 
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they are opposed to Buddhism, in reality they are both of the same 
kidney. 

There is no mention in the ancient records nor in the ancient popular 
writings of what nowadays is called Sliinto, because there was nothing 
of the sort in existence. From this you will understand that in the time 
of Shotoku Taishi the Way of the Gods had not come into being. As 
I have said above, the phrase, Way of the Gods, occurs in the Chow Yih 
(Book of Changes), meaning one of the subjects included in the Way 
of the Sagos ; yet the notion that the Way of the Gods means the Way 
of wizards and prayer-chanters is wic^ely entertained at the present 
day, and many, from the highest in the land to the lowest ranks of 
the people, are taking to the study of it with gusto. This is a great 
misapprehension ; a downright fallacy. The Way of wizards and 
prayer-chanters is concerned exclusively with the services of the gods 
and spirits, and has no connexion with self-discipline, the regulation 
of the family, the government of the country, or the administration 
of the empire. Consequently, every one outside of the ranks of the 
wizards and prayer-chanters can well afford to remain in ignorance 
of it, wthout the smallest disadvantage. It is not a study fit for 
scholars and gentlemen to pursue. 

In the Central Culture State (China), towards the close of the Chow 
dynasty, the Way (or system) of Meli Ti had great vogue and was 
considered as on a par with that of Confucius ; insomuch that the two 
names were bracketed together, ‘ Kung-Meli,’ their followers, the 
literates and Mehists, being rivals. Meh’s system subsequently fell 
into decay ; and under the Han dynasty the Hwang-Lao Way rose 
into prominence. This was the system of Lao-tsze (Taoism) ; but 
in order to add dignity to it, the Yellow Emperor, Hwang Ti, was 
claimed as its founder ; and so the two names Hwang- (Ti) and Lao- 
(tsze) were joined together. From the time of the eastern Han dynasty 
(a. d. 25-220) Buddhism entered the Central Culture State and became 
widely disseminated. Hence it happened that subsequent to that 
era, the Ways of Shaka (Buddha) and of Lao-tsze were put in line 
with the Way of Confucius, and the phrase Ju-shih-tao (i. e. Confucian- 
ists, Buddhists, and Taoists) came into use. The giving of the name 
‘ Way * (Tao) to Lao-tsze’s system is because his teaching was on 
the subject of Tao (Way). These are what are known as the San-Kiao- 
(i. e. Three doctrines or moral systems). In our country the doctrine 
of the Way (Taoism) has had no vogue. The recent vogue of Shinto 
is due to the notion that it is our country’s system ; people not being 
aware that this tradition of wizards and prayer-chanters is an extremely 
insignificant sort of Way. The notion that, Confucianism being the 
Way of China and Buddliism being the Way of India, that of the 
gods is the Way of Japan, and that, these three being like the three 
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legs of a tripod and of equal worth, no one of them ought to be dis- 
carded, is, I consider, a misconception much to be regretted, 

A few words of comment on Dazai’s estimate of Shinto may be 
offered. First of all, be it noted that it is in substantial agreement 
with the conclusions of European savants ; the meagre and primitive 
elements of Shinto hardly deserve to be called a religion, certainly 
not a system of religion. Secondly, Dazai’s method of inquiry is, 
in substance, that of modern savants, the method of comparison. 
But how scanty were Dazai’s materials as compared with those now 
open to inquirers. The only country besides his own with wliose 
history, manners, and ideas ho was acquainted was China ; and in 
resorting to the Ritual of the Chow dynasty for a parallel with Japan’s 
religious phenomena he went to the right place. The religious evolu- 
tion of the Japanese people in the sixth and seventh centuries of our 
era was at the same stage as that of China as depicted in the Chow 
ritual some eighteen centuries earlier. In both cases religion then 
consisted of two elements, ceremonies and magic. Tlie ministers of 
religion were wizards and witches and chanters of spells. That there 
was any element of moral teaching combined with these ideas was 
the false pretension which evoked Dazai’s crushing refutation. 


12 

LES ANCIENS RITUELS DU SHINTO 
CONSID^IR^IS COMME FORJMULES MAGIQUES 

Par MICHEL REVON 

Lobsqu’on ^tudie le Shinto k la lumiere de la science comparative, 
on y peut remarquer un tres grand nombre de points ok, sous la 
religion, transparait I’antique magie. Dans un ouvrage r6cent, j’ai 
relev^, 9a et lli, les traces magiques qu’offre la Mythologie japonaise,^ 
et je me propose d’6tudier la question d’une maniere syst6matique 
dans un autre volume, relatif au Culte, e’est-^-dire audomaine pratique 
od oette magie se manifesto le mieux & I’observateur. Pour I’instant, 
mon dessein est seulement de montrer, par un rapide coup d’oeil sur 
les Bituels, que ces vieux documents sont, avant tout, des formules 
od magie et religion se confondent, mais oii I’esprit magique dominc 
encore le sentiment religieux. 

* V. Le ShifUoiame, Paris, 1907, t. Index, s. v. ‘ Magie 
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Rien d’6tonnant ce caractere primitif des Rituels, pour qui coa- 
sidfire leur antiquite. En effet, s’ils apparaissent pour la premiere 
fois dans le Engishiki (‘ Regies de Fere Engi ^), en 927 de notre ^re, 
ces textes n^en furent jias moins, en general, d’une composition orale, 
peut-etre meme d’une redaction ecrite bien plus recul6es, Ce sont 
des formulcs archa'iques, dont les lottr^s du x® siecle ne comprenaient 
pas toujours le sens, et dont la forme, arretee sans doute, dans nombre 
de cas, des le vn® si^clo, laisse assez entrevoir la lointaine origine 
des id6es qui en conatituerent le fond. Si done les mythes japonaia, 
recueillis au viii® sieclc seulement dans les plus anciens 6crits qui 
nous soient restes, abondent cn vieux r6cits oil intervient sans cesse 
la magie, h plus forte raison devra-t-elle se retrouver dans les Rituels, 
c’est-ii-dire dans des toxtes anterieurs, gardes avec soin par Tesprit 
conservateur du saccrdoce et maintenus d’autant plus fid^lement 
qu'on attachait, comme nous Fallons voir, une vertu speciale leur 
teneur. 

Le mot norito qui designe ces documents, ne pent 

guere nous aervir a les caracteriser. Nari signifie ‘ dire ’ ; to est 
rcst6 obscur, malgre tous les elforts des philologues indigenes ; mais 
comme rioriio ne parait etre que le premier element du compose norito- 

goto (fijj IP) ^ ), frequent dans les anciens textes, ot oil le mot 
koto {goto par adoucissement) signifie surement ‘ paroles,’ on voit 
que le sens de Fexprossion est celui de ‘ Paroles prononcees.’ Le 
choix de ce nom donne aux Rituels montre deja qu’on semblait 
accorder plus d’interet aux mots qui les composent qu’aux idees 
qu’ils peuvent contenir. ‘ Paroles prononc6es ’ s’applique moins bien 
k une priere qu’a une formule magique. Mais pour 6tablir, contre 
Fopinion acceptee jusqu’a ce jour, que les Rituels ne sont pas de 
simples prieres, il faut observer ce qui se trouve sous cette Etiquette 
si vague de norito, verifier si ces textes ne constituent pas plutot des 
formules dont la recitation produit un effet direct sur la volonte des 
dieux, dont les phrases cadencees doivent etre prononcees sans erreur, 
dont le role pent sc combiner avec d’autres proc6des magiques. C’est 
ce que nous aliens examiner en feuilletant les 27 Rituels que nous 
a conserves le Engishiki. 

Le Rituel no. i {Toshigohi no Matsuri) etait prononc6 chaque ann6e, 
au moment des semailles, en vue d’obtenir une bonne moisson, Le 
Nakatomi (tfi E. ‘ ministre intermediaire ’) qui le r^citait, comme 
representant sacerdotal do Fempereur, s’adrcssait aux dieux en ces 
termes : ^ Je declare, en presence des souverains dieux de la Moisson : 
Si les dieux souverains veulent donner en 6pis longs de huit largeurs 
de main et en 6pis abondants la moisson tardive qu’ils accorderont, 
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la moisson tardive produite en se faisant degoutter recumo des bras 
et en reunissant la bouo entre les cuissos opposees, je les comblerai 
de louanges en dressant les premices en un millier d’epis, en maintes 
centaines d’epis, et, 61evant baut les sommots des jarres (a sak6), 
disposant en rangs les ventres des jarres, [je leur offrirai ces premices] 
en jus et en epi.’ Suit une enumeration d’autres offrandes, parmi 
;>lesquelles nous remarquons un cheval blanc, un pore Wane ct un coq 
Wane. Or, le Kogoshui, de Fan 807, nous fait coimaitre I’origine 
legendaire de ce detail : Mi-toshi no Kami, ‘ le dieu de Tauguste 
Moisson,’ ayant jet6 sa malediction sur les rizieres, les deviiis obtinreut 
cependant de lui, par le don de ces memos animaux blaiics, le secret 
d’un precede magique qui leur permit de sauver la recolte ct)mpromise. 
Notre rituel repose done sur une histoire dc magic ; et d’autres details 
encore, qui reparaitront plus nettement dans certains des rituels 
suivants, se rattachent d^ja a ce meme ordre d’idees. Tout ce quo 
je veux retenir do ce jjremier texte, e’est le caracterc coiiditionnel des 
offrandes qui doivent obtenir le resultat desire. La meme precaution 
se retrouve d’ailleurs, dans les memes terrnes, vers la lin dc notre 
document, ou Tofficiant invoque les dieiix qui president au d6part 
des eaux dont va dependre Firrigation. £n sornme, ce rituel est bien 
moins une priere qu’un contrat, une convention positive ou les dieux 
re9oivent d’avanco la remuneration jiromise on ecliangc des services 
qu’on attend d’eux, et se trouvent ainsi moralenient contraints de les 
rendre. Dans un hymne vedique, qui accomx^agnait les rites magiques 
employes en vue d’un heureux voyage d’affaires, Indra est invoque 
en quality de ‘ commergant,’ ‘sans doute,’ dit Victor Henry, ^ ‘parce 
qu’il vend ses faveurs aux gens j)ieux en echange de leiirs oblations.’ 
C’est exactement Fattitude quo nos vieux Jajjonais x>r^tent a lours 
dieux dans le Rituel des semailles, et nous voyons ainsi, des le debut 
de notre recueil, quelle sera la nature familiere des relations entre 
ces dieux trop humains etles magiciens sacerdotaux qui vont exploiter 
leur puissance utile. 

Le Rituel no. ii {Kasuga Matsuri) est bien moins ancien que le 
l>r6cedent (il ne date que du milieu du ix« siecle), et x>ar suite il ne 
presente pas le meme interet au point de vue qui nous occupe. On 
peut remarquer cependant que, des quatre dieux adores au temple 
de Kasuga, les deux premiers, Take-mika-dzuchi et Futsumushi, 
etaient repr^sent^s par des sabres magiques, tandis que les deux 
derniers, Koyan6 et sa femme, nous rappellent la fameuse eclipse ou 
ce dieu, par ses ‘ puissantes paroles rituelles,’ contribua au rctour 
de la d6esse du Soleil. Le texte, d’ailleurs, imy^lique encore, bien 
que sous une forme plus discrete, Fideo du lien necessaire qui doit 
unir les offrandes aux services rendus ; car c’ost ‘ en consequence ’ 
' La Magie dam Vlnde antique, p. 112, n, 3. 
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de ces offrandes qu’on demande aux dieux de prot^ger le souverain 
et sa cour. 

Le Rituel no. iii (Hiroae Oho-imi no Matsuri) s’adresse k la d^esso 
de la Nourriture, uno des figures maitresses du plus anoien Shinto ; 
par malheur, le texte actuel ne parait etre qu’un remaniement du 
norito primitif, qui aurait perdu. II nous suffira de noter qu’ici 
encore, les fidoles de la deesse font avec elle un march6 : tout en lui 
apportant diverses offrandes, ils lui en promettent d’autres pour le 
cas oik la moisson serait tres abondante ; bref , ils la sMuisent par 
Tappat d’une prime. En memo tenjps, ils demandent aux dieux 
des ravins d’envoyer avec moderation les eaux ndcessaires Tirrigation 
des fermes imp6riales, en les assurant que, s*ils remplissent bien cette 
fonction, tous les int^resses, depuis les princes et les hauts fonction- 
naires jusqu’aux derniers serviteurs de I’exploitation, viendront leur 
apporter, un certain jour, des montagnes d’offrandes, ‘ en plongeant 
la racine du cou k la maniere des cormorans.’ 

Un texte plus interessant est le Rituel no. iv (Tatsuta no Kaze no 
Kami no Matsuri), document tres ancien qui nous raconte sa propre 
origine l^gendaire. Durant plusieurs annees, des dieux inconnus ont 
gach6 toutes les recoltes. Les devins n’ont pu d^couvrir quels sont 
ces dieux. Alors le souverain lui-meme ‘ daigne les conjurer,’ et ils 
se d^voilent a lui dans un reve. Ce sont ‘ Taugusto Filler du Ciel 
et I’auguste Pilier du Pays les dieux des Vents qui soutiennent 
I’ordre du monde. Ils reclament certaines offrandes, la fondation 
d’un temple a Tatsuta, une liturgie ; moyennant quoi, ils ‘ feront 
murir les choses produites par le grand et auguste Peuple de la region 
qui est sous le ciel, depuis les cinq especes do cereales jusqu'^ la moindre 
feuille de legume.’ Ici, ce sont les dieux qui posent lours conditions. 
On s’empresse de les reinplir, ‘ sans rien omettre.’ Mais il semble 
que le souvenir des calamites pass^es ait laiss6 quelque m^fiance ; 
car, en meme temps qu’on fait les offrandes presentes, on annonce 
encore de futurs cadoaux, pour Tautomne : si d’ici-li les dieux n’ont 
pas envoye ‘ les mauvais vents et la violence des eaux \ mais ‘ beni 
et fait murir ’ la moisson, on leur en accordera les pr^mices. Ce sera 
leur petite commission. 

Les Rituels nos. v et vi peuvent etre negliges, en raison do robscurite 
qui les entoure. On iie sait memo pas en Thonneur de quels dieux 
ils furent ^tablis k Torigine, et leur texte est trop pauvre pour qu’on 
en tire quelque chose. Le Rituel no. vii {Miriadzuki no Tsukinami no 
Matsuri) ne nous arretera pas davantage, malgre sa haute antiquity, 
car il est presque identique au Rituel no. i. 

Arrivons done au Rituel no, viii, Ohotono-Hogahi, c.-i-d. ‘ Porte- 
bonheur du Grand Palais.’ Ce titre meme nous laisse d6j& pressentir 
le caractere magique du document. En effet, nous trouvons d’abord 
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oe Bituel dans son propre texte, par les mots ama tsu kusushi 

ihahi-goto 0^ ^ ^), qui signifient, selon moi ; ‘les celestes 

paroles magiques protectrices.’ H s’agit d’une formule dont la recita- 
tion doit eloigner toute calamite du Palais, comme ferait une amulette ; 
et ce qui le montre bien, c’est I’importance attribueo k la regularite 
parfaite des mots prononces : car, dans un autro passage, on prie 
certains dieux ‘Correcteurs’ (Ndho, ]^) de redresser toutes les omis- 
sions qu’ils auraient pu voir ou entendre dans les rites ou les paroles 
de la ceremonie. Cette c6remonie elle-meme nous eclaire pleincment 
sur le caractere magique du rttuel qui en faisait partie. Nous en 
avons la description dans le Oi-ahiki, au milieu du ix® siede (v. Sir 
Ernest Satow, Trans, of the Asiat. Soc. of Japan, vol. ix. part ii, 
p. 192 seq.). Un cortege sacerdotal, ou Ton distingue surtout les 
Nakatomi, les Imibe (pretres abstincnts, ) et les vestales, 

parcourt le Palais en tons sens ; et en divers endroits, depuis la grande 
salle d’audience jusqu’it la chambre de bains, jusqu’au prive memo 
de I’empereur, les vestales font des aspersions de riz et de sake, tandls 
que les Imibe suspendent des pierres precieuscs aux quatre angles 
des pieces visitees. Nous observons ici, d’abord, une application de 
la coutume, appelee sammal, qui consistait a repandre du riz pour 
^carter les mauvais esprits. Quelle que soit la raison de cette cou- 
tume (simple appat jete aux demons, ou, comme le suppose M. Aston, 
Shinto, p. 190, emploi symbolique de grains dont la forme repr6sente 
un des aspects de la puissance gen6ratrice, do la force vitale qui combat 
les maladies et la mort), en tout cas le rite en question 6tait tres 
pratiqu6 dans la magie japonaise. On eparjiillait du riz a Tinterieur 
de la hutte ou une femme allait accoucher ; dans la divination aux 
oarrefours (isuji-ura), on marquait parfois sur le cheinin une limite, 
ou Ton parsemait egalemcnt du riz, pour ecouter ensuito comme un 
oracle les paroles du premier passant qui traversait cette ligne eiisor- 
celee ; et une vicille legende nous conte comment, lorsque le Fils des 
dieux descendit du ciel sur le mont Takachiho, des grains de riz furent 
lanc6s k la volee dans les airs pour disperser les tenebres du ciel. Memo 
emploi magique des joyaux pour combattre les mauvaises influences. 
A travers toute la mythologio jajjonaise on voit etinceler des joyaux, 
dont certains sont des talismans : joyaux quo les dieux suspendirent, 
lors de T^clipse, aux plus hautes branches de la cleyere sacr^e, et 
dont r^clat devait rappeler le soleil ; joyaux qui, dans un autre r6cit 
fameux, permettent de faire monter ou descendre a volonte les flots 
de la mer ; joyaux qui visent meme a ressusciter lee morts, comme 
nous le verrons plus loin. On s’explique done trc\s bien le role magique 
de ces joyaux rouges qui, promen^s dans les appartements imp6riaux, 
font reculer partout devant leur clarte les obscures menaces do Pin- 
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visible. Un autre point encore a remarquer, o’est que, d’apres notre 
description, lea Imibe recitent le rituel ‘a voix basse.’ Les sorciers 
polynesiena aussi disaient leurs prieres sur un ton bas et chantant, 
peut-etre meme sifHant, analogue a la voix sifflante et chuchot- 
tante qu’ils attribuaient k leurs dieux ; et au Japon meme, dans la 
divination par la harpo {Icoto-ura)y une des pratiques de Tofficiant 
consistait en un sifflement complique. Au demeurant, toute cette 
atmosphere magiquc qui cnveloppe notre rituel s’accorde bien avec 
son texto lui-meme. On y precise d’abord les rites propitiatoires que 
les Imibe ont accomplis en abattant les fi bres destines a la construction 
du palais. Puis, on rappelle des souvenirs mythiques qui assurent 
d’avance Tcfficacite de la formule rocitee. On demande ensuite aux 
dieux protectcurs du Palais d’en ecarter diverses calamites, dont 
plusieurs, comme la morsure des serpents ou les souillures d’oiseau 
tombant par le trou a furaee du toit, constituent des ‘ offenses ’ 
rituelles. Enfin, do meme qu’on invoque les dieux Correcteurs pour 
toute omission possible, on iiisiste sur ce fait que les ‘ innombrables 
cordons de grains i)orte-bonheur’ ont ete fabriques par les joailliers 
sacr6s ‘ en prenant grand soin d’eviter toute pollution et d’observer 
une proprete parfaite.’ Tous ces scrupules n’indiquent-ils pas assez 
Timportance magique (lu’on attachait a chacun des rites de la cere- 
monie, comme aux moindres paroles do I’incantation ? 

Le Rituel no. ix {Mikado Matsuri, ‘Fete des Sublimes Portes’), est 
eonsacre aux dieux qui gardent Tentree du Palais. On proclame 
leurs ‘ augustes noms ’ parce qu’ils savcnt expulser les mauvaises 
influences des dieux ‘ tortus ’ {maga, et surveiller divinement 

les allees et venues de la journee. Co sont, pour ainsi dire, des con- 
cierges magiques, et lour caractere meme suffit a montrer la nature 
du norito, tres court, qui leur ost adresse. 

Hatons-nous d’en venir au Rituel no. x, qui est d’uno tout autre 
importance. C’est le Rituel de la Grande Purification {Oho-harahi, 
jp^). Le caractere magique de cc texte est si evident que M. Aston, 
qui d6finissait pourtant les 'norito comme des ‘ prieres emploie le 
mot ‘ formule ’ pour le designer.^ Cette formule 6tait recitee par 
le chef des Nakatomi, a la fin du 6“© et du 12'“^ mois, pour effacer 
toutes les infractions, h la fois morales et rituelles, que le peuple entier 
avait pu commettrc dans rintervalle. Le seul choix de ces dates 
est d6iit significatif : la ceremonie d’ete nous rappelle ces lustrations 
qu’on pratiquait autrefois, le soir de la Saint- Jean, dans divers pays 
d’ Europe, et la ceremonie do fin d’ann6e surtout repond bien au besoiti 
de renouvellement qu’eprouvent la plupart des hommes a cette date, 
et qui, au Japon, prend encore la forme populaire d’un exorcisme 

* Shinto^ pp. 3 et 294. 



12 . Les Anciens RilueLs dit Shinto : Revon 171 

dramatist, appele tsuina, ou ‘ expulsion des demons.’ La Grande 
Purification comportait divers rites ; mais on mentiormc souvont le 
Rituel comme s’il constituait a lui soul toute la c6remonie, co qui 
prouve bien d6ja le x)Ouvoir magique qu’on attribuait aux paroles 
r6cit6es. Ce Rituel commence par declarer nettoment quo c’est 
Tempereur qui ‘ daigne purifier et laver ’ IS- j* y# 

hardhi-tamahi kiyome-tamafu) les offenses commises : par ou Ton voit 
quo les dieux qui, un peu i)lus loin, vont etre appel6s k intervenir, 
jouent en r4alit6 un role inferieur au sien ct n’agissent, pour ainsi 
dire, quo sur son ordre. Le •droit d’absolutiou qu’il exerco ainsi 
derive de la souverainete general© quo lui ont ‘ rospcctueusemont ’ 
conf6r6o les dieux celestes, aux origines de la dynastic, comme le 
rappelle aussitot la suite du texto. Vient alors I’enumeration des 
crimes rituels, volontaires ou non, qu’il s’agit d’effacer. On peut 
relever sur cette list© au moins deux infractions qui interossent notre 
sujet. L’une est le fait de ‘ j^lanter des baguettes ’ (kushi-sdshi, 
^ jjjl])dans les rizieres, probablement avec des incantations, de maniere 
k dresser ainsi des bornes magiques sur le champ dont on se protend 
propri6taire (c’est rinterpr6tation du Nihongi-Shiki). L’autre infrac- 
tion {maji-mono seru tsumi s p) est cello qui consist© k 

‘ fair© des sortileges,’ soit d’une maniere general©, comme dans les 
histoires d’envoutement que nous trouvons deja dans le Kojiki, soit 
©n particulier centre les betes du voisin, si Ton i)refere joindro ce 
passage k Texpression kemono-tafushi ]^),‘tuer les animaux/ 

qui le pr6cede. En tout cas, le caracier© cliinois employe montre 
qu’il s’agit de magi© noire ; ©t c’est i^ourquoi lo norito, qui pourtant 
est lui-meme un texto magique, n’hesito pas k la condamner. Notre 
Rituel indique ensuite que 1© Grand-Nakatomi, lorsquo cos fautes 
sont commises, doit pr6parer d’une certain© maniere des joncs, destinds 
sans doute k fournir une sort© d© balai purificatoire, i)uis reciter ‘ les 
puissantes paroles rituelles du c61esto rituel ’ {ama tsn rwrito no futo 
norito-goiOy Les common tateurs 

indigenes ont longtemps cherche a quell© mysterieuse incantation 
pouvait bien fair© allusion c© i)assage, sans voir qu’il s’appliquait tout 
simplement notre norito lui-meme. C’cst le rituel ‘celeste,’ que les 
dieux r6v61erent li-haut k I’ancetre des empercurs, et dont son descen- 
dant {aitr6p6ter les ‘puissantes paroles’ : expression destin^e arappeler 
justement la vertu intrins^que d© cette precieuse formule. Lorsqu’on 
la r^itera ainsi, ajout© notre text©, les dieux du ciel et do la terre 
s’approcheront pour 6couter, et toutes les offenses disparaitront, 
balayees, ©ntrain4es jusqu’a I’ocean par la deesse des torrents, avalees 
par la deesse des tourbillons marins, poussecs aux Enfers i>ar le dieu 
dont 1© souffle chasse devant lui toutes Ics impuretes, et 1&, saisios 
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enfin par une divinity souterraine qui les bannira pour jamais. Mani* 
festement, ces divinit^s ne sont que quatre rouages de la machine que 
Tempereur fait mettre en branle par la main du Grand-Nakatomi, 
du magioien qui sait les mots consacr^s auxquels les dieux eux>mSmes 
obdissent. Au deraeurant, pour plus de surety, on amSne un cheval 
dont les oreilles dress^es doivent inciter ces dieux k dcouter d’unc 
manidre attentive, do mSme que les coqs chantants, le feu allurn^, 
tous les proc6d4s magiqucs du mythe de TEclipse devaient rappeler 
le soleil, on de mfime encore que, dans un autre r6cit des vieilles 
annales shintoistes,^ on n’avait qu’i sjffler pour que le vent se levat. 
Enfin, ordre est donn6 aux Urabe ( ‘ devins *) de jeter k la riviere 

les offrandes expiatoires, auxquelles une sympathie myst6rieuse unit 
les p6ch6s eux-memes, qui disparaitront avec Tobjet auquel ils ont 
6t6 attaches. Le Rituel s’acheve ainsi par un dernier trait de cette 
magie qui I’a inspir6 tout entior. 

Le Rituel no. xi est une invocation que les savants hor^ditaires du 
Yamato, descendants des lettres cor4ens qui avaient introduit au 
Japon les 6tudcs chinoiscs, pronongaient avant la cer6monio de la 
Grande Purification. On les voit presenter k Tempereur une effigie 
humaine argentec, qui devait jouer le role de bouc emissaire en 
4cartant de lui les calamities, et un sabre dor6 sur lequel il soufflait 
avant qu’on I’emportat, dans le meme dessein d’61oigner k la fois, 
apres ce transfert magique, les fautes commises et leur support 
materiel. Ce norito d’ailleurs, par une exception unique dans notre 
recueil, est tout a fait chinois, do fond comme de forme, et c’est pour- 
quoi nous n’y insisterons pas. 

Le Rituel no. xii, au contrairc, est un des plus anciens norito d’in- 
spiration japonaise. Son titre, Ho-shidzume ‘X).. ‘ Apaisement du 

Feu,* indique assez le but de la forrnule, qui n’est point d’honorer 
le dieu du’Feu,mais de le bannir du Palais. Le texto rappelle d’abord, 
comme dans le Rituel no. x, la revelation c61este qui a confi6 k Tern- 
pereur les ‘ puissantcs paroles ’ en vertu desquelles il est sup^rieur 
k ce dieu. On evoque ensuite le crime atroce de cet ‘ enfant au 
mauvais coeur,’ qui fit perir sa mere en la brulant lorsqu’elle le mettait 
au monde. Puis, on raconte comment Izanami elle-meme, mau- 
dissant ce fils qui avait cause sa mort, remonta des Enfers pour 
enfanter la D6esse de I’Eau, la Gourde, la Plante des rivieres et la 
Princesse des montagnes d’argile J|| [Jj 

quatre choses divines dont elle enseigna aussitdt Tusage magique centre 
Tincendie. Enfin, pour que ce dieu m^chant ‘daigne n’etre pas 
terriblement vif de coeur dans le Palais de Tauguste Souverain,’ 
on le comble d’ offrandes qui acheveront de le s^duire et de le dompter, 

* Nihongif vol. i, p. 106 de la trad. Aston. 
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Ce norito, d’ailleurs, 6tait acoompagn6 de rites qui consistaient surtout 
dans Tallumage d’un feu, aux quatre coins exterieurs de I’enceinte du 
Palais, avec Tappareil primitif {hi-kiri-usu) dont on pent voir un 
exemplaire au Mus6e de TUniversite d’Oxford. Les officiants, ici, 
6taient les Devins, ce qui confirmerait encore, s’il eii etait besoin, le 
caractere magique do toute la ceremonie. ^ 

M6me esprit general dans le Rituel no. xiii (Michi-ahe), dont Tobjet 
6tait pareillement d’employer certains dieux a en combattre d’autres. 
Ceux qu’on invoquait k cette occasion 6taient trois dieux des Routes 
ot des Carrefours, que leur caractere phallique faisait considerer comine 
‘ dieux pr^ventifs ’ {Sake no Kami) contre les epidemics qu’cnvoient 
les demons. Le Rituel commence par rappelcr, sans grand respect, 
k ces dieux protecteurs que leurs fonctions furent inaugurees au Ciel 
meme, o\i ils servirent deja le Fils des dieux. II leur dicto ensuite 
ce qu’ils ont k faire : ‘ Toutes les fois que du Pays-racine, du Pays 
profond, peuvent surgir des etres sauvages et malveillants, n’ayez 
point de commerce ni de pourparlers avec eux, niais, s’ils vont en 
bas, veillez en bas, et s’ils vont en haut, veillcz en haut, nous pro- 
tegeant contre la pollution par unc garde de nuit et par une garde 
de jour.’ En recompense, on leur presente des offrandes, dont on les 
prie de jouir tout en defendant les grands chemins ‘ comme un multiple 
assemblage de rochers,’ Et pour finir, le celebrant insiste une fois 
de plus sur les ‘ puissantes paroles ’ do sa formule. 

Le Rituel no. xiv etait destine k VOho-nihey la plus solennelle des 
fetes du Shinto. Comme tous les primitifs, les anciens Japonais 
eprouvaient une vive repugnance a gouter les premices de la moisson 
sans des rites pr61iminaircs, qui avaient, scion moi, un but propitia- 
toire envers I’Esprit du riz {Uga no Mi-tama). C’etait seulement 
apres avoir accompli la ceremonie appelee Nihi’name (‘ Nouvelle 
gustation ’) qu’on se decidait i manger le nouveau riz de Fannie. 
UOho~nihe (‘ Grande Offrande de nourriture ’) etait une Nihi-name 
plus importante, celebroe quelque temps ax^res ravenement des 
empereurs, et qui constituait pour eux une sorte do couronnement 
religieux. Cette ceremonie, fort compliquee, comportait une longue 
s6rie de preparatifs ou la magic tenait une large place, de meme que 
dans la partie essentielle de la fete, ou I’cmiiereur en xiersonnc, entoure 
des dames d’honneur qui r6p6taient une formule mysterieuse, prenait 
part au repas qu’il venait d’offrir aux dieux ; mais le Rituel lui-meme, 
assez banal, ne contient rien de particulier, et le seul point interessant 
k oonstater, c’est qu’il baigne, comme toujours, dans une atmosphere 
magique. • 

* Pour plus de details, v. mon etude sur Le Rituel du Feu dans Vancien Shinto, 
Leyde, 1008, et cf. Goblet d’Alviella, Histoire religieuse du Feu, Verviora, 1887,. 
p. 23 seq. et pass. 
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Un autre norito dont Pimportance n’apparait gu^re la seule lecture 
du texte, mais dont la valeur magique se rSv^le dds qu’on le re- 
place dans son milieu psycholc^que, c’est le Bituel no» xv. Son 
titre, Mi-tama shidzumuru ( nous indique d6ji» quMl 

s’agit d’apaiser, de calmer, de fixer ‘I’auguste Esprit,* c*est-&-dire 
Tesprit de I’empereur. Que va nous apprendre le texte m6me ? 
Apr^s le rappel obligatoire du droit divin sur lequel la dynastie fonde 
sa souverainet6, apres I’enum^ration des offrandes habituelles, il 
demande aux dieux de procurer un long regne florissant au souverain 
et, en particulier, de ‘ daigner le faire rester paisiblement dans sa 
demeure, depuis ce 12*“® mois jusqu’au 12“® mois k venir * {kore 
no shihasu yori hajimete, kitaru shihasu ni itaru made ni, tahirakeku 
ohashi-tokoro ni ohashi-masa^hime-tamahe). On pourrait etre tent6 de 
voir ici la crainte que le ‘ dieu incarne * ne quitte le palais oil sa pre- 
sence, entour6e des tabous que Ton connait, assure la prosperite du 
peuple ; il semble bien cependant quo ce ‘ faire rester ’ signifie simple- 
ment ‘faire vivre,’ et des lors, on dcvine le lien qui unit ce vceu 
au titre du document. Il s’agit de maintenir dans son corps Tame 
imp6riale, de la rappeler au besoin si elle paraissait vouloir s*en 
echapper, bref de renouvelcr inagiquement la force vitale du souverain 
et de prolonger ainsi son existence. C’est le sens d’uno c6r6monie 
qui se retrouve 6galement cn Chine, que nous voyons mentionn6e au 
Japon des le vii® siecle,^ et qu’on y connait aujourd’hui encore 
sous le nom de Chinkonsai ( Le passage du Nihongi 

se rapporte au 11™® mois de Tan 685, et c’est en effet au 11™® mois 
que notre fete 6tait celebree dans le sanctuaire des pretres do la cour. 
Or, la glose identific cette fete avec une antique c6r6monie appel4e 
Mi-tama furishiki, ‘ secouement des augustes joyaux,’ qui nous 
replonge en pleine magic. Lc Kiujiki nous dit, en effet, qu’au moment 
oii la deesse du Soleil donna I’investiture a Tancetre des empereurs, 
elle lui remit dix precieux tresors : ’ un miroir de la pleine mer, un 
miroir du rivage, un sabre de huit largeurs de main, un joyau de 
naissance, un joyau de retour de la mort, un joyau de perfection, un 
joyau de renvoi (des influences mauvaises) sur la route (par oii elles 
sont venues), une 6charpo k serpents, une echarpe k guepes, et une 
^charpe a choses di verses.’ Elle ajouta: ‘En cas de maladie, recite k 
ces dix tresors les mots : Hi, fu, mi, yo, itsu, mu, nana, ya, kokono, tari, 
et secoue-les yura-yura (onomatopee). Si tu fais ainsi, les morts re- 
viendront surement k la \ue.’ Les objets qu’enumere la d6esse du Soleil 
sont des talismans dont plusieurs interviennent dans la plus ancienne 
mythologie japonaise ; quant a I’incantation, elle repr^sente simple- 
ment la serie des nombres, de un & dix, ce qui montre bien sa force 

^ Nihongi, ii. 373. 



12 . Les Anciens Rituels du ShinW; Revon 175 

intrinsdque et ind6pendante du sens des mots. Nous savons d’autre 
part que cette mSme incantation 6tait recit^e a notre fete par les 
jeunes vierges sacerdotales (Mi-kamu-ko) qui ex^cutaient la kagura 
sacr4e, k Timitation de la danse d’Uzume dans le mythe de TEclipse, 
tandis qu’un Nakatomi nouait des fils, qui manifestement devaient 
retenir Tame imp4riale, et qu’il enfermait dans un recipient clos. 
Ai-je besoin de rappeler ici les conceptions primitives sur la nature 
volage de Tame, sur les proc6d4s qui permettent de la ramener k son 
corps lorsqu’elle s’6gare, sur les noeuds qu’emploient alors les sorciers, 
en meme temps que sur les tabous qui, d’une maniere gen6rale, tendent 
k prot6ger la vie du chef divin ? et n’est-il jias bien clair que notre 
rituel, si vague dans la forme, est nettement magique par les id6es 
qui en constituent le fond certain ? 

Les Rituels xvi k xxiv ne concernent quo les offices des temples 
d’Ise. Les nos. xvi et xvii sont une sorte de Rituel des semailles tres 
abr6g4, et adress6 par un envoye imperial, dans le premier cas, a la 
d^esse du Soleil, dans le second, k la deessc dc la Nourriture. Dans 
le no, xviii, il n’est question que d’offrandes de vetements la d6esse 
du Soleil. Le no. xix, qui avait encore en vue la Moisson, mais qui 
etait recite par le grand-pretre d’Ise, offre quelques details plus int6res- 
sants. Les pr^tres ordinaires {Kannttshi, de Kami-mtshi, tjr , 

‘ maitre du dieu,’ notons-le en passant, cette ctymologie etant bien 
significative au point de vue magique) et les mono-imi (‘ abstinentes 
de choses,’ c’est-it-dire de choses impurcs, un autre nom des jeunes 
mi-kamu~ko que nous avons d6ji rencontrees) sont invites ^ entendre 
les * puissantes paroles ’ de la formule, qui fait valoir a la d6esse du 
Soleil Tample mesure des dons, immenses ^ commo les mers et les 
montagnes,* qui lui sont apport6s, ‘ tandis que le Grand-Nakatomi 
lui-meme est cach6 dans les branches d’offrandes.’ Les nos. xx et 
xxi sont des norito sans interet, quo pronon9aient, k Toccasion d’une 
autre fete de la Moisson {Kan-name, ‘ divine gustation ’), les envoyes 
impdriaux, tandis que le no, xxii etait recite, dans la meme circon- 
stance, par le grand-pretre d’Ise. Le Rituel no. xxiii, pour I’intronisa- 
tion d’une princesse comme vestale, nous livre une formule plus 
curieuse, dont on apercevra tout de suite le cote magique : ‘ L’offrande, 
pour servir de baton aux divinit6s, d’une princesse sacr6o de sang 
imperial, ayant d’abord observe, suivant I’usage, la puret6 rituelle 
pendant trois ans, est faite dans le dessein que tu fasses vivre le 
Souverain d’une maniere paisible et ferme, aussi longtemps que le 
Ciel et la Terre, le Soleil et la Lune dureront. Moi, le Grand-Nakatomi, 
tenant par son milieu la lance redoutable, avcc la craftite la plus pro- 
fonde je prononce cette consecration de la princesse par I’empereur, 
afin qu’elle puisse servir comme un auguste baton.’ N’avons-nous 
pas ici une survivance de ‘ I’abstinent ’ du Japon primitif, dont I’as- 
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citiame aasurait, sous peine de mort, la fortune et la sant6 du village 
de mdme qu’ici le sacrifice de la. vierge imp^riale doit guuntir le 
bonheur et la long6vit4 du souverain ? Quant au Bituel no. ziriv, 
il ne constitue qu’un ^pple avis, adress^ h, la dSesse du Soleil ou & la 
d^sse de la I^ourriture, de son transfert dans son nouveau teipple, 
qu’on reb&tissait tous les vingt ans. 

Avec le Bituel no. xxv, nous retrouvons enfin un texte d’une certaine 
4tendue et d’un int6rSt plus g4n4ral. II est intitule : Tatari-gami wo 
vtmwhi-tatemaiaurv, norito, * Bituel pour le respectueux ^loignement 
des dieux qui envoient des fi4aux.’ ^Nous avons d6j2i vu la mSme 
preoccupation dans le Bituel no. xiii ; mais tandis que celui-oi faisait 
intervenir les dieux des Boutes centre les mauvais dieux, le Bituel 
no. XXV s’adresse directement aux demons eux-mSmes ; c’est done 
une veritable formulc d’exorcisme, d’un caractere magique encore 
plus apparent. Notre texte commence par rappeler comment le 
conseil supreme des dieux celestes, voulant ‘ pacifier ’ le pays avant 
la descente du futur empereur, envoya Futsu-nushi et Take-mika- 
dzuchi, qui triompherent des dieux terrestres et ‘ reduisirent au silence 
les rochers, les arbres, et jusqu’e, la moindre feuille des herbes, qui 
jusqu’alors avaient eu le don de la parole.’ AprSs cet avertissement 
peu deguise, et d’autant plus net que, comme dit le norito, les mauvais 
dieux ’ connaissent bien, en vertu de leur divinite, les choses qui furent 
commencees dans la Plaine des hauts cieux,’ on leur fait de nombreux 
cadeaux pour les seduire ; et non pas seulement les ofirandes prdi- 
naircs d’etofies, de poisson, de gibier, de legumes, de riz, de sake, mais 
encore, sous une forme naive, ‘ comme chose dans laquelle on voit 
clairement, un miroir ; comme choses pour s’amuser, de precieux 
grains de coUier ; comme choses pour tirer au loin, un arc et des 
fleches ; comme chose pour frapper et couper, un sabre ; comme 
chose qui part au galop, un coursier.’ Enfin, apres les avoir aizlsi 
combies do jouets nombreux et d’abondantes friandises, qu’on les 
prie d’accepter ‘ d’un coeur clair, comme des ofirandes pacifiques et 
suffisantes,’ on demande avec instances k ces ’ souverains dieux ’ 
qu’ils veuillent bien ‘ sans daigner dtre turbulents, sans daigner 
etre farouches et sans daigner nuire, se retirer aux lieux sauvages et 
purs des torrents de la montagne, et, en vertu de leur divinity, se tenir 
tranquilles.’ 

Le Bituel no. xxvi, moins ancien et moins int4ressant, n’est que la 
formule employ^, k I’occasion d’un depart d’eqvoy^s en Chine, pour 
offrir des dons aux dieux marine de Sumiyoshi qui leur avaient pro- 
cure un port eommode pour mettre & la voile. Bemarquems seule- 
ment que, dans les circonstanoes de ce genre, les envoyis r^itaient, 

‘ y. mon article. Asceticism (Japanese), dans V Encyclopaedia of Religion and 
Ethics de James Hastings. 
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en dehors de la viUe, un norito adress^ en particulier aux dieux des 
Routes, et que, coiome dans le cas d’abattage des bois destines a la 
construction du P^dais, on ne coupait les arbres qui devaient former 
le.navire qu’apr^ avoir aooompU de soignmx rites propitiatoires, 
pour 6yiter la ootere de I’esprit qui les animait. 

Le dernier document de notre collection termine dignement la 
serie. Ce texte (no. xxvii) a pour titre : Idzutno no kuni no miyakko 
no hamu Yogoto, di ^ 0 ^ ‘ Les divines paroles de 

bonne fortune des chefs du pays d’Idzumo.’ Ces miyakko, d’abord in- 
d6pendantSj puis gouvemeurs^ her^ditaires avec un double pouvoir 
civil et religieux, finirent par perdro le premier, mais conserverent le 
second. Ce sont eux qui, aujourd’hui encore, dans cette vieille pro- 
vince, se transmettent rallume-feu primitif que leur ancetre legendaire, 
le dieu Ame-no-hohi, avait re9u de la deesse du Soleil elle-meme, 
et que chaque grand-pretre d’Idzumo legue a son successeur par la 
o6r6monie appel4e hi-tsvgi (‘ perpetuation du feu C’^taient eux 
aussi qui, au vn™® siecle, pronongaient a la grande fete de VOho- 
mhe (cf . no, xiv) la formule qu’on nous donne ici. Dans cette formule, 
tr^s longue, le miyakko annonce d’abord qu’il la recite, apres divers 
pr^paratifs rituels, pour porter bonheur au regne du ‘ dieu visible ’ 
qu’est le souverain. II raconte ensuite comment Ame-no-hohi, puis 
d’autres ambassadeurs celestes, furent envoyes sur terre pour preparer 
la descente du Fils des dieux ; comment Ohonamochi, Ic roi divin 
d’Idzumo, celui qui acheva de ‘ fabriquer la terre ’ avee I’aide d’un 
magicien stranger et qui, le premier, fonda un gouvemement dans 
cette importante r6gion de rarchipol, fut persuade par les envoyes 
celestes d’abandonner au Fils des dieux sa domination temporelle ; 
comment il se d4doubla alors, par une curicusc application de I’id^e 
japonaise qui admet la separation possible des ames multiples de 
rhomme, attachant son ‘ esprit doux ’ (nigi-tama) a un miroir-fetiche 
qu’il fit d6poser dans un temple du Yamato, tandis quo son ‘ esprit rude ’ 
{archiama) allait reposer dans le grand temple d’Idzumo ; et comment 
enfin Ame-no-hohi re§ut d’en haut Tordre de benir desormais le sou- 
verain, afin que son age fut long, solide et heureux. C’est en ex6cution 
de CO commandement qu’intervient, comme il le declare lui-meme, 1(^ 
descendant d’ Ame-no-hohi. Il apporte a I’empereur des ‘ tr6sors 
divins ’ dont, chose pr6cieuse pour nous, il definit clairement le role 
magique. Ce sont d’abord soixante joyaux, blancs, rouges et verts. 
*Ces joyaux blancs sont les grands et augustes cheveux blancs 
(auxquels votre Majest6 doit parvenir) ; les joyaux rouges sont la 
j^hysionomie auguste, pleine de sant6, vermeille ; ettles joyaux verts 
marins sont I’harmonieuse convenance avec laquelle votre Majeste 
^tablira de tons c6t6s, comme avec la lame d’un large sabre, son grand 
et auguste rdgne durable sur le grand Pays des huit lies.’ Manifeste- 
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ment^ nous avons ici un cas typique de cette croyance & I’aotion du 
semblable sur le semblable qui est un des dogmes essentiels de Thomme 
primitif. De meme que les M61an6siens^ par exemple, attribuent h, 
certaines pierres une influence qui correspond k leur forme de mgme 
nos Japonais primitif s attachent k leurs joyaux une puissance qui 
s’accorde avec leur couleur. La formule continue d^ailleurs par 
d'autres applications do ce principe de magie imitative : ^ Comme 
ce cheval blanc plante fermement ses sabots de devant et ses sabots 
de derri^ro, ainsi les piliers du Grand Palais seront fermement 6tablis 
sur les roches sup6rieuros et sur les roches inferieures ; de m§me 
qu’il dresse ses oreilles, ainsi votre Majestc gouvemera la region sous- 
c61este avec des oreilles toujours plus droites ; etc. . . . ’ II est 
possible qu’i un certain moment ces rites soient devenus des symboles ; 
mais comment n’y pas reconnaitre, a Torigine surtout, des pratiques 
inspir^es par cette logique primitive qui a construit toujours et partout 
la magie sur les memes principes universels ? La fin du document 
vient d’aillcurs confirmer cette maniere de voir ; car il y est dit, 
d’abord, que les offrandes sont faites en t6moignage de ‘ respect de 
la part du dieu/ ce qui montre bien k quel point Pempereur est regard^ 
comme superieur k ce dieu lui-mcme ; cnsuite, quo les ‘ divines paroles 
de bon augure ’ que prononce le celebrant lui ont 6t6 dict^es d’en 
haut, ce qui met en lumicre tout k la fois la valeur intrins^que de la 
formule et Pid^e de revelation c61este sur laquelle on fonde son pouvoir. 

Concluons. De cette etude rapide il ressort bien que les pretendues 
‘ prieres ’ de Pancien Shinto sont surtout des formules magiques, 
etablies d’apres un plan g6neral qui vise toujours k un r^sultat pr6cis 
et forc6. Ce plan comporte, en premier lieu, le rappel des mythes 
qui garantissent d’avance Pautorit6 et Pefficacite des paroles rituelles. 
Quand on ouvre un norito, il y a bien des chances pour qu’on le voie 
commencer par les mots Takama no hara ni...’, par 

le recit de la deliberation divine qui se tint sur la ‘ Plaine dea hauts 
cieux’, et d’ou derivent, non-seulement le droit politique de I’empereur, 
mais aussi sa aupreme function sacerdotale, et par suite le pouvoir 
des prStres magiciens qui ne sont que ses deiegues. Tantot le Bituel 
se contente d’^voquer cette investiture fondamentale, tantot il nous 
raconte quelque mythe particulier, qui se rattache plus directement 
k la formule revelee. Dans tous les cas, par un renversement de 
revolution reelle des idees, on s’efPorce de nous representer les pratiques 
terrestres comme instituees k I’imitation de ceremonies celestes qui, 
evidemment, fur^nt imaginees d’apres les rites dont elles deviennent 
la justification. Tout en commemorant ainsi les mythes auxquels il 

‘ R. H. Codrington, The Melanesians, Oxford, 1891, p. 180 aeq. 
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pretend se rattacber, le Rituel c6lebre les louanges des dieux et 
d6nombre les offrandes pr6sent6es. Assurement, quelle que soit 
la oonfiance du magicien dans la puissance de sa formule et de ses 
rites, il pense bien que ces precedes ne sauraient avoir tou jours un 
effet certain, et, pour forcer la main aux dieux, il peut juger prudent 
de se concilier leur favour par des flatteries ou par des dons. C’est 
pourquoi, tout d’abord, dans maintes civilisations, les incantations 
ressemblent k des hymnes.^ En comparaison de ces elans, la sobri6te 
de nos Rituels apparait comme plus conforme a la magie : les dieux 
n’y sont glorifies, le plus souvent, que par quelques epithetes, et 
Texpression ‘ combler de louanges * (:^ ^ ^), si frequente 

dans ces textes, n’y intervient guero que dans ses rapports avec r6nu- 
miration des offrandes, comme si Tofliciant voulait dire tout simple- 
ment qu’ilrend aux dieux les honneursqui leur sont dus en leurfaisant 
les cadeaux qu’ils sont en droit d’attendre. Mais si les eloges sont 
plutdt brefs, s’ila sont meme remplaces parfois par des reproches ou 
par le silence, les offrandes, en revanche, sont toujours abondantes 
et longuement pr6cisees ; elles sont memo vantees naivement, avec 
une complaisance qui pourrait surprendre, si nous ne savions qu’elles 
constituent d’ordinaire la condition essentiolle d’un contrat off la 
partie humaine veut faire valoir son apport. La rneme exactitude 
se retrouve dans le soin avec lequel on s’efforce d’6viter ou de corriger 
toute omission, toute faute rituelle dans la formule comme dans la 
cer6monie. Enfin, dans certains cas, cetto formule elle-meme nous 
donne le meilleur critere de sa nature par les proc;edes magiques qu’elle 
contient. 

Les ‘ puissantes paroles ’ du Rituel portent done en elles-raemes 
la preuve de leur caractere magique. Mais, pour s’en persuader 
d’une manidre encore plus decisive, il suffit de le replacer dans son 
mibeu, dans la fete meme qui Tcnveloppe. On constate alors quo la 
formule, adress^e k des dieux niagiciens, par des pretres magiciens, 
est entouree de rites magiques. Que les dieux japonais soient des 
magiciens, c’est ce qui n’6tonnera aueun 6tudiant des religions com- 
par4es. Depuis la d6esse du Soleil, invoquee des le premier Rituel, 
et que les mythes nous montrent tantot pratiquant la magie, commo 
lorsqu’elle secoue des joy aux pour produiro des enfants, tantot la 
subissant, comme lorsque les autres dieux celestes, apres avoir eux- 
mSmes fait une divination et accumul6 tous les precedes de sorcellerie 
pour I’attirer hors de sa caveme, I’empechent d’y rentrer en I’arretant 
avec une corde mystique, jusqu’au dieu Ohonamochi, celebre dans 
le dernier Rituel, et qui est connu dans la legendef non seulement 

* V. Victor Henry, Magie dans VInde antique^ P* 12 ; (1 Fossey, Magie assy 
rknne, p. 130, etc. 

n2 
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oomme un h4ros qui 61oigne les serpents, les guSpes ou les nuUe-pattes 
en agitant par trois fois des 6charpes appropri6es, mais encore oomme 
Tun des deux gtres divins qui enseigndrent aux hommes la magie et la 
m^decine, tons les personnages da drame mythique agissent sans cesse 
comme des magiciens primitifs. D’autre part, les prfitres qui s’adres- 
sent & ces dieux, et qui d’ailleurs pr6tendont it une filiation divine, ne 
font que remplacer I’empereur dans les fonctions religieuses qu’il 
exer9ait en personne avant la division du travail social. Le Bureau 
des dieux (Jingikwan, il» ^ W ), qui est le premier entre les 
divers conseils du Gouvernement, coirq^rend surtout : les Nakatomi, 
descendants du dieu magicien dont Pharmonieux norito s6duisit la 
d6esse du Soleil, et qui sent, en principe, les repr6sentants sacerdotaux 
du souverain, done les lecteurs du Rituel ; les Imibe, successeurs 
d’un autre divin sorcier do P Eclipse, qui s’occupent avant tout de 
preparer les ofirandcs en evitant (imu, toute impuret^, mais qui 
prononcent aussi deux de nos formules (nos. viii et ix) ; et les Urabe, 
dont le role principal consiste k exercer la Grande-divination par 
Pomoplatoscopie, mais qui interviennent aussi plus d’une fois dans 
ces textes. Or, Pempereur qu’ils suj^pleent n’est pas seulement le 
‘ dieu incarne ’ de qui depend le salut du peuple et vers qui convergent, 
on Pa pu voir, toutes les preoccupations des Ritucls : il est aussi 
Pinterm6diaire nature! entre les dieux celestes et la nation, le vrai 
descendant de ce Jimmu, premier souverain terrestre, que le recit 
8acr6 nous laisse voir comme un pieux conducteur de peuples, aussi 
soucieux de rites que de conquetes, et qui, le jour meme de son avene- 
ment, instruisit un de ses fiddles dans Part secret des incantations 
{NiTumgi, i. 133). Dds lors, quoi d’etonnant si les fonctionnaires 
sacerdotaux s’enorgueillissent aussi de leurs proeddes magiques ? 
Enfin, les fetes ou ces pretres-magiciens invoquent leurs dieux- 
magiciens sont fatalement remplies de moyens magiques dont nous 
avons note les plus saillants, 9a et Id;, et qui viennent renforcer Peffet 
de la formule. La magie est done a la base du culte, et Pantique 
Shinto nous rappelle ainsi de la maniere la plus exacte telle autre 
religion, comme celle de I’Egypte, ou Pon ‘ mettait la main sur la 
divinite au moyen de rites, de sacrifices, de prieres, d’incantations 
que le dieu lui-merne avait revdles, et qui Pobligeaient k faire ce qu’on 
demandait de lui.’ ^ 

Un dernier point a constater, e’est que, comme on pouvait s’y 
attendre, Pdldment magique dans nos Rituels est en raison directe 
de leur anciennete. Les nos. i, iv, vii, viii, x, xii, xiii, xxv, xxvii, 
que la philologie amenait k regarder comme les plus vieux de la 
collection, se trouvent tons au nombre de ceux qui nous ont le mieux 

^ G. Maspero, jttudes de myth, et d'arch, egypt.^ i. 106. 
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servi 4 demontrer notre th^se ; et si les dates trop precises qu’on 
avait era pouvoir assignor k certains d^entre eux par un examen tout 
ext6rieur n’ont pas cess6 de rester douteuses, le principe de leur 
anciennet^, tout au moins, parait bien confirm6 lorsque nous les 
6prouvons aujourd’hui aveo cette pierre de touche de Tidee magique 
que nous fournit la m6thode comparative. Nous voyons ainsi les 
textes s’ordonner peu k peu, se classer d’eux-memes sous nos yeux 
suivant la loi d’evolution g6nerale. Bien plus, cette transformation 
pent fetre observee dans un seul et meme document. Par exemple, le 
Bituel no. i, qui avait pour ljut d’obtenir la moisson, renferme des 
passages si 6trangers a cet objet qu’ils ont bien Tapparence d’inter- 
polations ult6rieures. Or, oe sont les paragraphes fondamentaux qui 
traitent les dieux aveo le moins de respect, en leur faisant des pro- 
messes d’offrandes conditionnelles, tandis que les paragraphes adven- 
tices contiennent d6j& T indication d’une reconnaissance moins calcul6e. 
Dans les premiers, on dit aux dieux : ‘ Si vous nous donnez beaucoup 
de riz, nous vous comblerons d’oflfrandes ; ’ tandis qu’on leur dit, 
dans les seconds : ‘ Nous vous presentons ces offrandes, parce quo 
vous protegez notre crapereur.’ Entre ces deux expressions, il y a 
une difference qui marque bien le developpemcnt de la pensee religieuse. 
Mais la magie n’en demeure pas moins, comme une racine eternellement 
vivace, k la base de cette foi. Je n’en veux pour preuve que le Bituel 
de la Grande-Purification, qui, en condamnant la magie noire, montre 
assez qu’on croyait toujours a la magie en general. En somme, nos 
Bituels representent un etat de transition ou la religion commence 
k s’^veiller, mais ou la magie domino encore. Au demeurant, la 
memo tendance essentielle persiste dans les norito plus r^cents : au 
IX® siecle, par exemple, on y voit I’empereur octroyer aux dieux des 
titres honorifiques de second ordre, comme il ferait a ses chambellans, 
ce qui ne r6pond guere a la conception d’une religion epureo ; et de 
nos jours meme, si les Bituels modernes ont perdu le souffle poetique 
qui inspirait parfois ceux d’il y a douze cents ans, ils ont conserve 
I’aspect et I’esprit de ces vieilles formules magiques. 
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ASPECTS OF EGYPTIAN RELIGION 


(PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS) 

By W. M. flinders PETRIE 

The proper field of an Address is to call attention to the general 
aspects of a subject rather than to discuss details, to look to 
principles and their application more than to the separate facts. As 
I am addressing the General Meeting, and not only the Egyptian 
Section, I would therefore remind you to-day of the many very 
diverse aspects and interests of the study of Religion in Egypt, and 
the different schools of research which find scope in it. This line of 
thought may be useful, not only to the student of Egypt, but perhaps 
more in the view of other religions, as we have in Egypt a wider 
range of material than has been preserved in most other lands. 

The sense of the subject which grows more insist! ve every year is the 
vastness of the pile of heterogeneous beliefs, cast into a land during 
thousands of years, interacting in every possible way and proportion, 
corrupted and confused, with a few main lines of idea apparently 
holding tlieir own, but so changed by fresh influences that it is hard 
to say that anything remains what it was. If this is true of Egypt, 
probably it would be seen to be equally true of other lands, if we 
could review anything like the same length of their history. And 
this confusion is not realized by a general reader, because nearly all 
works on the Egyptian religion have been monographs on some one 
particular aspect of it. To one writer it has been entirely solar, 
to another entirely funerary, to another a matter of temples and 
ceremonies. Not only have the various sections of •it been treated 
as if none others existed, but the incessant changes and mutations 
have been overlooked in taking solely the point of view of some one 
age that was best known. This being the case in Egypt, how much 
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more is it true of other lands ? The continuity of beliefs from 
Sumerian to Semitic, from Mykenaean to Classic, from Pagan to 
Christian, is only dimly felt as yet ; and before we can have a science 
of Religions we need to learn the laws of religious continuity, — what 
parts of beliefs are usually lost, — how a new faith gains a hold on 
what went before it, — what is temporarily eclipsed and rises again 
into power. To openly deal with, and weigh, and study the 
reactions of beliefs one on the other, like a problem of physics, is 
the only road to a real history of religions. This again is complicated 
by political and social history ; the p6litical dominance of one centre 
i>f worship or of one class of the population will be a leading cause 
of the dominance of the creed belonging to that centre or that class, 
'^rhese reflections which Egypt brings before us are inherent in any 
extensive view of religious history. 

The different aspects of Egyptian religion which we may distin- 
guish are — 

Theologic, 

Funerary, 

Magical, 

Popular, 

Tribal, 

Psychological, 

Personal. 

Though each blends into, and combines with, the others in various 
ways, yet each aspect has a structure and a centre of its own, 
which may easily hide from attention the other interests of the 
subject. 

The Theologic view is a very wide one in h^gypt. The splendour 
of the temples and the varieties of their structure attract the attention 
of all. The change from the simple hut to the brick chapel, the 
novelty of stone buildings copied from the brickwork, the expansion 
from a simple cell to a complex of chambers, the change from being 
a resting-place for the sacred bark through which the procession 
passed, to being a closed, dark, and mysterious shrine of a colossal 
figure, and the development of the vast and complex sanctuaries of 
late times, — all these changes imply corresponding alterations of 
belief about the divine presence. The architecture of the temples ih 
its elements is copied from the house, and this is more clearly grasped 
when we see the models of the ordinary houses of the peasantry, 
which were made as shelters for the soul. These show that the house 
was the prototype of each stage of development of the temple, so 
that we have the central shrine, the store chambers on either side 
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of it, the colonnade along the front, the courtyard before the 
colonnade, the stairway to the roof, and the separate chambers upon 
the roof. This descent of the temple from the type of the house 
should be sought also in other lands ; the basilica is a well-known 
instance. The decoration of the templets with figures and scenes 
of the ceremonial performed in the respective parts, is of the 
greatest value as showing the order of worship and the details of 
furniture which have entirely disappeared. Few parallels to such 
representations occur in other lands : jxjrhaps the Panaihenaic pro- 
cession on the Parthenon is tHb best example. The reason for such 
figures in Egypt is learned from the tomb decoration. There the 
figures of the offerings, of the cattle and servants, were provided for 
the incessant satisfaction of the ka to all time ; so the figures of the 
king performing the ceremonies would provide the incessant spiritual 
performance of the ritual, like a mediaeval endowment for perpetual 
masses. In other countries the absence of this belief, and the need 
of sheltering large bodies of worshippers, has prevented such ceremonial 
decoration being adopted. 

The subject of the ritual and ceremonial of the temple-service has 
I)een explained by the agreement of the ritual papyi’i and temple 
scenes. The ideal of it is entirely different from the western sejise of 
religious service. There was no prayer and but little praise. But 
as the temple was the house of the God, copied from a human 
house, so the king or priest carried out the daily routine of a servant 
in a house. First thing in the morning the fire must be lit ; a lamp 
carried round to the master, as they usually rose before sunrise ; 
then some incense burnt to give divine nourishment of perfume, 
incense being literally ‘divine food’ {.sennu-nuter\ like cooking the 
morning meal. The master’s door was then opened, ol)eisance was 
made to him with protestations of fidelity, he was anointed, 
and the divine food of incense put before him. The servant then 
retired with assurances that he was ready to help his master. After 
the breakfast the servant conies forward again, goes through the 
same obeisance, and calls on him to awake in peace, declaring that 
his word is law, and that he will destroy his enemies. Then the 
notaster is washed, perfumed, and dressed in various clothes, anointed 
aiid decorated. The ground is sanded for him to walk on when 
he comes forth. Several offerings of incense and another washing 
represent the meals and cleansing during the day, aifd the service is 
over. Here we have the usual daily service to a great seigneur in 
Egypt, translated into the divine service rendered to the statue of 
the God. It raises the question how far other idolatrous rituals may 
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be similarly understood, a wide field of inquiry in ancient and modern 
religions. Unfortunately, of sacred books of theology — apart from 
funerary and magical works — we have but few examples ; the ten 
books which described the worship, and the ten books of the I^aws 
and the Gods, named by Clement as carried in the processions, have 
probably entirely disappeared, excepting, perhaps, a few hymns. 

The theology of the Gods is by itself an overwhelming subject. 
Only a part of the fragmentary information that remains has been 
put in order for a few Gods. We need to write a history of each 
God stating his origin, local and racial, the myths concerning him, 
his nature, titles, and properties, his ritual, the places and fluctuations 
of his worship and importance, his unifications with other gods, and 
the decay of his worship and transference into other religions. It 
might be as practicable to do this for five hundred years in Egypt as 
for a like period in Greece or Italy ; but this research has to extend 
over more than five thousand years. And as a preparation for such 
research there is needed a familiarity with the similar questions in 
a modern country — such as India — where each variation can be 
studied in a living state, and not as a fragmentary specimen. Not 
a single writer has been thus prepared for dealing with such work, 
and very few have paid any attention to the ever-fluctuating historical 
aspect of the theology. Tlie modern frame of mind, brought up to 
the idea of a ‘jealous God' that excludes other worships, must be 
entirely set aside ; no such conception entered into the feelings of an 
Egyptian, nor indeed of most ancient worshippers. The God under 
whom a man was born and lived was the god to him, and equally it 
was right in his view for every one born under other gods to worship 
them. The common references to ‘ God ’ or the ‘ Great God ' in 
religious inscriptions mean naturally the god of the place. The 
further back we can trace the history of the Gods, the more we find 
that they were originally separate ; until remotely each is the local 
god or goddess of one monotheist tribe or town. Hence each man 
naturally worshipped his tribal god, and it was tacitly assumed that 
there was but one divine entity as far as he was concerned. This 
appears to be the basis underlying all the complex mythology, which 
was the result of unifying dozens of tribes into a single connected 
government. In Greek mythology the separate introduction of each 
of the divinities from different sources is the line of modem inquiry, 
and this leads <as back to the same type of monotheistic tribes that 
appear in Egypt. How far this is parallel, and how far it may be 
general to other countries, is the study for the future. 

The temples and the gods needed a priesthood, and from the titles 
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of priests that lasted into historic times we gather how this priesthood 
arose. The king was always regarded as the High Priest of his land, 
as was so generally the case in other countries ; but different tribes 
began by entitling him the General, or the Warrior. Other public* 
functions led to the priesthood, such as the Great Constructor, or 
the Great Commander of workmen, like the Great Bridge-builder 
in Rome. The inundation ruled the life of the Egyptians, so that 
the Manager of the Inundation was to one tribe theii* most potent 
man. And medicine, as in many countries, was a priestly art, so that 
the great Physician was also the medium to the god. It also appears 
that in some tribes the high priesthood was held by women, according 
with the important position of women in Egypt. One high priestess 
was the Appeaser of the Spirit, while the priest was the Favourite 
Child ; another tribe called the priestess the Nurse and the priest the 
Youth. These facts of early society thus embalmed in the titles, 
show that modern theorizing on the origin of priesthoods is only 
a part of the truth— that medicine, and even leadership, was by 
no means the only road to priesthood, but that mechanical ability 
may be as much a means of ascendancy. 

The system of the priesthood is still obscure ; what were the exact 
services of each class ; whether it were hereditary, or who appointed 
priests ; how far certain classes might be promoted into othc;r classes : 
who regulated the incomes of the priests from endowments ; whether 
their position and privileges depended on royal chartex’, as in the 
exemption from public services by Nefer-ar-ka-ra ; how far private 
persons gave offerings for the priest ; these and many such matters 
are yet untraced, together with the names and successions of most of 
the priesthoods. 

The cosmology was always a branch of theology, in Egypt as in 
most countries. The figures of the divinities of heaven, earth, and 
space are often represented, and inscriptions help us to understand 
them. How large a share the ideas had in ordinary views we can 
gather also from the prominence of the Cosmic statements in the 
Hermetic books ; the main part of those works is occupied with 
Nature and Man’s place in it. A view contrary to all Western 
thought is that of the sky as female and the earth as male ; the female 
sky is also implied in the Nippur cosmology, where Tiamat, the 
female chaos, is cut in two to form the sky and sea. This suggests 
that a division between dififerent sources of the earliest beliefs might 
be made by means of the sex attributed to earth and sky, for such 
a difference must be established at a very early stage. There were 
also other Nature theories of savage type which fell into the back- 
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ground, but which should lead to a long study with those of other 
countries. 

But we must proceed to an entirely different view, the Funerary, 
whicli is so prominent that it might well be taken to hide all other 
aspects of religion. This prominence of the tomb, the pyramid, the 
stele, and the mummy is mainly due to the rise of the Nile-bed, 
which has blocked out of sight the Egypt of the living, and only 
left us the Egypt of the dead upon the desert. It is entirely a false 
view that we get by the present prominence of the funerary religion ; 
it filled but a small part of the thoughts and activities of the 
Egyptian, though it is the greater part of what has come down to 
us. We frequently wonder at the numbers of rock tombs, and the 
amount of work spent in hewing out the great halls that are seen 
in the cliffs of Beni Hasan and Asyut. But a closer view shows that 
these were primarily the quarries for the stone, lo build the palaces 
and temples in the cities below. When hewing out the blocks to 
serve for daily ostentation it was but little more work to prepare the 
future resting-place of a feudal noble or a Graeco-Egyptian commoner. 

The recent view that provision for the dead is due to fear of their 
action on the living, rather than to affection for the departed, must 
not be pressed too far. The widow that may be seen visiting her 
husband’s tomb and talking down a hole into the chamber, or nursing 
his skull for years, as many do, like Isabella and her basil-pot, or 
putting the skull up to view in a Brittany church, must make us see 
love as well as fear in the funei-al. On the other hand, the feeling in 
a very savage state is well shown by the Troglodytae, who bound the 
body round from neck to legs, and then threw stones on it with 
laughing and rejoicing (Strabo, xvi. 4. 17). In Egypt the better 
feeling seems to have been leading from the first, as the dead were 
not only provided with food and drink, but also with their weapons, 
which would certainly arm them for any return to the living. The 
separation of all the bones, and the preservation of the skull out of 
the grave, shows that they were in no hurry to part from the dead. 
While the regularity of the attitude and position of prehistoric 
burial, the precise placing of each of the various kinds of vases always 
in the same part of the grave, and the details of the slate palette, 
malachite paint and rubber, and of the figures of female slaves, all 
show the existence of a permanent frame of religious theory about 
the soul and its requirements. 

We owe the greater part of our knowledge of the Egyptians to 
their belief that the Tea could enjoy the representation of earthly 
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objects. But for that, the thousands of carvings and puiutings of 
daily life on the tombs would never have been made, flow far does 
this principle apply also to other lands, such as Etruria? \V(!re 
those scenes painted to enable the dead to renew his pleasures The 
Roman lenmria required their black beans, yet they never were 
appeased by pictures. The great quantity of objects buried in 
Etrurian tombs, largely fiinerary models, would point to their beliefs 
in the activity of the dead being like the Egyptian ; would then the 
paintings act likewise ? 

The formula of the stele is al,ways a wish for material offerings foi- 
the dead, implying the same doctrine as the rest of the tomb ; while 
at the same time the living with the gods is often wished also. 'I'he 
Roman only thought of appeasing the gods of the dead, the Greek oi' 
the farewell to the living, the Christian of a prayer for peace. The 
Egyptian point of view was of all those the farthest removetl from 
ascetic perfection, yet in later times he cradled asceticism before it ex- 
tended round the West. But throughout the whole range of Egyptian 
thought the sense of consistency is unperceived. The incompatible 
beliefs of very different races and origins were housed together and 
united without the least feeling of incompatibility. The future life 
was in the grave, or in the cemetery, or in the fields of the kingdom 
of Osiris, or with the Sun-god in the heavens, or awaiting a resun’ec- 
tion of the body, or any mixture of all of these together. 'J'his frank 
acceptation of incongruity may help us to understand incompatible 
statements in other lands. The theory of the underworld was changed 
and adapted to fit any of these various views of the soul ; and the 
astonishing compound of all the prayers and charms and directions 
for every kind of future was assimilated, edited aiid con-upted, until 
it forms the Book of the Dead as we know it. The criticism of that 
work is perhaps the most hopeless of any in religious literature ; yet in 
that we have the earlier stages which are otherwise gone l)eyond recall. 

It is in the provision for the future world that the Egyptian 
differed from most other peoples. The requirements of this life - 
food, drink, weapons, clothing, furniture — were oftered also by othci- 
races ; but the provision for a different life, of the iishabtiu figures 
to work in the kingdom of Osiris, of the boat to follow the Iwirk of 
the Sun, of the amulets to preserve the body for a r(‘siirre(;tion, 
these seem peculiar to the Egyptian view. 

The Magical aspect was an active one throughout the whole 
history. In even the prehistoric times tusks of ivory with heaxls 
carved at the end are found, like some used on the Congo t.o-day ; 
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and the negro belief about charming a man’s soul into a tusk and 
keeping it, seems probably connected with this. Strangely carved 
little slate figures in pairs ar^ also probably for magic purposes. 
The tales of the early kingdom show that magic was tjien a main 
part of the beliefs of the people. And this lasted till the close 
of the old religion, when magical charms were perhaps more used 
than ever in the Gnostic times. These practices were associated 
with the theology ; one of the finest incantations is that with a lamp 
calling on ‘ the Father of Light ’ to ‘ come down into this flame, 
inspire it with thy holy spirit. . . . Q Logos that orderest day and 
night . . . Come show thyself to me, O God of gods ; enter, make 
manifest thyself ... in thy ape form enter.’ This must have been 
an invocation to Thoth, the sacred ape, showing that one of the 
greatest gods was invoked to manifest himself by magic. These 
magical powers, in earlier times, were considered to place those who 
used them on a level with the gods, so that man could control 
and coerce the deities. But they are rarely for vengeful purposes, 
like most of the Western magic; they are more generally to ob- 
tain benefits, information, or enlightenment, than to injure another 
person. A main part of the magical powers existed in the use of 
words. The doctrine of creation by a word or fiat was familiar in 
early myths, and the magic power of names was firmly believed in till 
later times. The old Egyptian protested that ^ the disdainful speech 
of Greece, with all its looseness and its smartness, takes all the strength 
out of the solemn, strong, energetic speech of Names ... we do not 
use words, but we use sounds full filled with deeds ’ ; for he hated that 
his ideas and spells should lose their power in Greek. 

Yet to the minds of the bulk of the population perhaps all the 
asj>ects that we have noted were less thought of than the Popular 
Religion. From primaeval times this centred on the animal gods; 
the cat or goose or scarab was venerated by the poor man, and the 
serpent was the guardian of his house and of his tomb. And down 
to Roman times it was not blasphemy of the great gods, but the 
murder of a cat which would raise Alexandria in a flame ; it was the 
protection of their rival sacred animals which would set towns in 
deadly broil. The whole species of one animal was sacred in one 
place or another ; hawks or rams or apes as a whole were worshipped 
in their special tribes, as shown by the animal gods’ names being 
always plural. With this worship of the species went the keeping of 
one animal as an exemplar, and the sacramental eating of the sacred 
animal. We know that the ram and the pig were eaten yearly, the 
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bull at longer intervals. Was the keeping of a sacred animal for 
a time a compensatory act for the subsequent sacrifice ? This has 
been the case in the various instances of keeping and feasting men 
for a time before human sacrifice. If so, the sacramental eating of 
the sacred animal is the essential fact, and the keeping of a sacred 
individual is only an incident, which developed into a prominent form 
of worship. 

Another popular custom was the harvest festival under the harvest 
snake-goddess, who was the deity of the harvest month of Phar- 
muthi, equal to April. The ^Osiris- Adonis festival has lately been 
ftilly expounded to us ; and the Osiris of renewed vegetation was 
undoubtedly popular, as we see by the bowls of earth full of sprout- 
ing com, which were the Egyptian equivalent of the ‘gardens of 
Adonis \ This aspect of Osiris in his renewal, translated out of his 
original aspect as god of the kingdom of the dead, may probably 
have been the form most familiar in everyday life. The yearly 
festivals of the seasons are more thought about than the far-apart 
deaths in a family. 

Dancing festivals took a large place in the religious life, as we may 
see in the present day at the visits to the cemeteries. An ecstatic old 
negress drumming a tambourine will be surrounded by a circling ring 
of women, wailing and dancing, stopping every minute or two to 
celebrate on their road to the cemetery. So it was in the times 
of Thothmes; so they danced on the festive journeys to Bubastis ; 
and so the ascetics danced all night at their seven-week feasts. If 
the most scrupulous community would ‘keep the holy all-night 
festival . , . one band beating time to the answering chant of the 
other, dancing to its music . . , turning and returning in the dance % 
like an orgiastic modern zikr, we may imagine how dancing would 
prevail in the less discreet circles. 

In the yearly festivals a prominent feature was the saturnalia of 
the mock king. It survived till modern times as the Coptic Abu 
Nerus, which imitated the ancient style of the Egyptian king ; and in 
Philon there is a full account of a similar mock king, showing that it 
has long survived. 

At home there was also a private worship ; the family had their 
wooden shrines like a cupboard, or the pottery figure hung up with 
a lamp burning before it. And the god was not only in the home 
but by the wayside, in the little sanctuary like a modem wely, with 
four columns supporting the domed roof. 

Such religion filled the mind of the peasant and the common man 
— his family god above the burning lamp, his favourite shrine on the 
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way to his work, the frequent orgy of the dance and chant, the fight 
with his wicked neighbours in defence of his sacred totem, and the 
great events of the year, with the gardens of Osiris, the harvest feast, 
and the mock-king saturnalia. Such is the religion and faith that 
lasts through all creeds, that transforms its concrete ideas to fit any 
system that may come, — that makes Nebo, the prophet, the inter- 
preter of the will of God, be still called upon by the Mohammedans 
as en Neby, — that makes the old prehistoric brood of Tiamat out of 
the abyss be still read of by all Christians as the locusts of the 
Revelation. 

Yet another, and entirely different, aspect is that of the value of 
myth as preserving tribal history. In the historic times the extension 
of the worship of Amen or of Neit was the simple result of the exten- 
sion of the political power of their centres of worship. The god 
followed the flag, in modern terms. So, before that, the fight of 
Horus and Set is stated to have been the driving of the Set worship- 
pers down through Egypt and finally out of the land. And thus we 
must interpret all the early myths; a god was only victorious by 
means of his tribe, and the religious myths have thus preserved the 
memory of tribal movements which otherwise would be beyond the 
ken of history or of tradition. The earliest history of Egypt is to be 
translated out of its mytliology. And this is doubtless true of other 
lands ; the contest of Poseidon and Athena is tribal history. 

Another aspect for modern study is that of the Psychology of the 
Religion. We have but glanced at all the other aspects, and this one 
is so vast that a mere list of the principles involved is all that can be 
stated here. All religious thought is broadly divided according to 
which end of the chain is regarded, that which looks to the Deity or 
that which looks to the man — the external or ceremonial religion 
and the internal or mental religion. The external religion has many 
motives, which we may class as — 

1. Wish for blessings, (a) bodily, which was the general view of the 
Egyptian, and which brings in sacrifice and covenant ; (6) spiritual, 
which does not appear till the late times in Egypt, though so 
prominent in Judaism. 

2. Deprecation of wrath (a) by expiation for a wrong done, as 
an equivalent ; (ft) by a desire for forgiveness. The whole sense 
of deprecation ^eems unknown in Egypt, as the sense of wrongdoing 
is unknown to the modem Egyptian. 

3. Wish for safety and blessing after death, always a strong motive 
in Egypt. 
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4. Aspiration for a spiritual ideal, of personal excellence or divine 
union ; a late appearance in Egyptian religion. 

5 . Magic to overcome spiritual powers, (a) to force good powers to 
help, (6) to restrain bad powers. Usual in Egypt. 

6. Tribal sense, (a) of need of union with the tribe ; primitive in 
Egypt ; (6) of devotion to the ancestral worship ; strong in Judaism. 

7. Social effect of numbers holding the same belief, (a) in repressing 
change and variety, (6) in emotional excitement, as at a festival. 

8. Sense of splendour, vastness and mystery ; material or ideal. 

9 . Veneration of historic associations and age. 

For the internal religion the classification of Dr. James may best 
be followed. He divides its mental aspects into the Religion of 
Healthy Mindedness and the Religion of Repentance. The Religion 
of Health we may classify as — 

10. Optimism, a cheerful satisfaction, which is truly Egyptian. 

11. Mental drill and training, which was inculcated in the early 
Egyptian proverbs. 

12. Philosophy, including Cosmology, which was strong in Egypt. 

13. Dogma, also a favourite subject, but not declared essential 
in Egypt. 

The Religion of Repentance seems unknown in earlier Egypt ; 
it includes — 

14. Conversion, strongly held in Hermetic works. 

15. Guidance, an aspiration much more Jewish than Egyptian. 

16. Saintliness, which only arose in the late asceticism. 

17. Mysticism, which was largely developed at the end and on 
to the Christian age. 

18. Hallucinations, of which we have no records till the end. 

Our last aspect of religion in Egypt is one which has been so little 
regarded that I venture to state it the more fully, ^fhe later beliefs 
which are largely occupied with Personal Religion are a part of 
a general wave of feeling which arose in the sixth or seventh century 
before Christ. The sense of personal conscience, of individual re- 
sponsibility, of inner balance of right and wrong, comes forward 
in Judciea, in Greece, in Egypt, as one of those general movements 
in thought and realisation which are seen spreading far over the 
civilized world. We scarcely realize how general a mode of thought 
could be in ancient as in modern times. Unless a positive factious 
opposition arose between schools, the phrases and mental processes 
were soon unified over the civilized world. In recent centuries 
the phases of Euphuism, of Divine Right of Kings, of the Social 
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Contmct, and of Evolution, have each dyed a century of thought 
and writing with their own colouring and catch-words. It is this 
principle which we may use in helping us to disentangle and date 
the successive phases of ideas which spread over the centuries before 
the Roman Empire. The mass of Hermetic and Gnostic literature 
is now far more acc'essible since the collecting, translating, and editing 
which we owe to Mr. Mead ; and the material has now passed from 
the realm of the philologist to that of the historian. The arguments 
for the dating of the Hermetic works will be dealt with in a following 
paper, to the Egyptian section, for discussion. Here their position 
will be adopted with the bare mention of the facts. 

The earliest Hermetic document, the Kore Kosnimi^ is dated prob- 
ably to 510 a. 0 ,, and certainly within a century after that^ by an 
allusion to the Persian rule. It is by far the most pagan, most 
material and graphic, of all this class of writings. The ideas which 
it thus dates, as being current at the time, are : Creation by the 
Word, the gods acting under the command of a supreme God, the 
function of created souls in the aether to keep nature circulating, 
the body a prison of the soul, the heavenly types of animals 
preceding the earthly creation, and the mission of Osiris and Isis 
to the earth. And the metempsychosis is especially that of the 
good and noble, and hence of the Indian rather than the Egyptian 
type. In the continuation of this document, the sermon of Isis to 
Horus, metempsychosis is assumed between human and animal bodies, 
the soul is individual, and at death it returns to its proper position 
in the sixty regions between the earth and moon. Thence it seems 
to have been conducted to earth again for a reincarnation. 

The next dateable document is the Definitions of Asclqfius, which 
is passionately Egyptian and anti-Greek, and is addressed to an 
Egyptian king who must be as early as 360 u. r. In this document 
God is the universal Maker, so all are parts of God, and God is All. 
At the same time He is identified with the Sun, owing to Ra worship. 
Around him, but beneath the stars, are the daimons who work the 
will of the gods by storm, earthcjuake, famine, and war. But man’s 
fated acts are not punished, only his acts of impiety. The soul’s 
rational part, or logos^ is above the lordship of the daimons ; and if 
a ray of God shines through the sun into it, the daimons cannot act 
upon it. All other men are led and driven by the daimons. Here 
a specific conveAion is formulated. 

The next document is the celebrated Perfect Sermon^ translated by 
Apuleius, the well-known passage of which about the destruction 
of Egyptian worship can only apply to 340 b. c. In this God is stated 
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to be All in One, and One in All. Cosmos, Soul, and God are each 
separate entities. Daimons may be united to gods or to men. Men 
may be joined to gods, to daimons, or to animals. Animals have 
souls and bodies, and are filled with spirit. In man sense is added, 
and a fifth and divine element from the aether. The Maker of all 
from Himself made the Second Gtid, the Visible, and Perceptible, 
whom He loved as His Son. Man was made to contemplate this 
Son, and is in part deathless, in part subject to death while in 
the body. Evil is inherent in the world, and daimons drive men to it, 
but God has given sense to Enable them to avoid it. The present 
world will be destroyed by flood, fire, or pestilence, and a pure one 
constituted. On leaving the body the soul is weighed by its highest 
guardian angel. If pious, it is allowed to rest, if evil, it is driven to 
vortices of eiir, fire, and water, ever racked with pain. The daimons 
were evoked by man and attached to the statues. Fate and Necessity 
begin and end things ; Order arranges their course. Ascetic com- 
munities were beginning at the back of the Fayum district, but no 
details of them are given. 

Almost as early as this must l)e A bout the Common Mind^ for that 
refers to Egypt, Persia, and Greece as being the region of intelligent 
man ; and therefoi’e befoie 332 In that is the i-ule of Fate; 

Agathodaimon, the First-bom God ; Life owing to Energy, Power, 
and Aeon; and Logos often used of human reason, the strongest 
phrase being ‘ Unto this Logos pay thy adoration and thy worship ’. 
In the treatise on the Cup, or rather I'ont, the Logos doctrine begins 
to develop thus : ‘ With Logos, not with hands, did the Demiourgos 
make the universal Cosmos.’ Conversion is the prominent motive of 
the treatise. The great Crater or Font full of Mind held been sent 
from God for men ; ‘ Baptize thyself with this Font’s baptism, thou 
that hast faith that thou canst ascend to Him who hath sent down 
the Font, ... as many as understood the tidings, and immersed 
themselves in Mind, Ijecame partakers in the Gnosis.’ With this we 
must connect the baptism of the ascetics described about 10 a.i)., 
where the initiate was ‘ made a partaker of the waters of purification ’. 

In the Secret Sermon the Logos doctrine develops further. ‘ Thy 
Logos sings through me Thy praises.’ ‘Send thou oblation . . . 
acceptable to God . . . but add, my son, “through the Logos”.’ 
The Logos is here a divine principle in-dwelling. The doctrine of 
Conversion passes the type of the heavenly Ray, or oT Ijaptism in the 
Font of Mind, and becomes ‘ the tradition of llebirth ’. ‘ Wlienever 
I see within myself the sincere vision brought to birth out of God’s 
mercy, I have passed through myself into a body that can never die. 
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And now I am not what I was before, but I am born in Mind ’ (after 
the Font of Mind)* ‘ Who is the author of the birth ? The Son of 
God, the One Man, by God's will.’ *Thc natural body which our 
sense perceives is far removed from this essential birth. The first 
must be dissolved, the last never can be. The first must die, the last 
death cannot touch. Dost thou not know thou hast been born 
a God, Son of the One.’ The Sermon also brings in ‘ Thy Mind that 
plays the Shepherd to Thy Reason or Logos Thus the Logos is an 
inferior or natural principle which has to be controlled by the Mind 
received by baptism in the Font of Mnid. 

This image of the shepherd is then further developed in the best- 
known Hermetic work, the Shepherd of Men or Poimandres. In the 
Creation ‘a Holy Logos descended on that Nature, and upward 
to the Light from tiie Moist, Nature leaped forth pure fire ‘ The 
I..ogos that appeared from Mind is Son of God.’ ‘ From the down- 
ward elements Nature brought forth lives reasonless ; for He did not 
extend the Logos to them.’ ‘Holy art thou who didst by Logos 
make to consist the things that are.’ All these statements in no way 
go beyond, and scarcely reach, the Fhilonic doctrine of the Logos. 
And so far there is no trace of Wisdom appearing, which later takes 
the place which so far is attributed to tlie Logos. 

The earliest Wisdom work that can be dated is Sirach, otherwise 
Ecclesiasticus, which, it is agreed, was written between 190 and 170 u.c. 
In that Wisdom is fully personified : ‘ I came out of the mouth of the 
most High ... I compassed the circuit of heaven and walked in 
the bottom of the deep , . . and in every people and nation I got 
a possession.’ In pAtclesiastes Wisdom is only a quality, and is not 
j>crsonified ; and the earliest date allowed for that is the Persian age, 
or more probably after 300 b.(\ The rise of the personification 
of Wisdom must, then, be about 200 b. (\, or rather earlier ; and 
the documents where Logos holds the place of wisdom, and yet is less 
developed than in Philon, would be before 200 h. c. 

When we come to Philon, writing about 40 a. d., a new atmosphere 
is reached. Allegorizing is in full force, as being the ratio for past 
records. And that this is not peculiar to him or to Judaism is seen 
in Plutarch, who doubtless learned his Egyptian material when 
studying in 66 a. d. under his Egyptian tutor Ammonius. Philon’s 
position is that Deity fills the void of space by his boundless fullness. 
He is the light, of which each ray is a divine portion (as in the earliest 
Conversion simile) : that a spiritual world is the pattern of the 
visible world : that the discrepancy of natures between a perfect 
Deity and a changing world, made it needful to have an intermediary. 
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‘ It was not possible that anything subject to death should be imaged 
after the supremest God . . . but rather after the second God, who 
is His liOgos.' ‘God as Shepherd and King leads with law and 
justice the nature of the heavens . . . deputing His own Logos, His 
First-bom Son, to take charge of the sacred flock. . . His eldest Son 
whom elsewhere he hath called His First-born, and who . . . con- 
templating His archetypal patterns fashions the species.’ And the 
Logos is inherent in man, even when he is not worthy to be called 
a Son of God. 

Now we are in a position ‘to review the development of ideas, 
having the fixed points of documents in 510 to 410 n. t;., about 350, 
300, 190-170 B. c., and 40 a. d. And as we can trace a continuous 
development from one to another of these, we are justified in ranging 
other undated documents in place according to the development of 
doctrine and ideas that we find in them. Here we only note the most 
important lines of thought, with the latest date to which their 
introduction can be placed. (See table on next page.) 

It is of course possible that the Wisdom literature should be entirely 
taken out of the series ; but that would make little difference in the 
spacing of the documents between the fixed points of the Persian age 
and Philon. With the development of ideas that is already assumed 
by Philon, it is useless to try to bring any of these other documents 
much later in order to allow of their borrowing from Christian ideas. 
The development of doctrines cannot be changed by such an assump- 
tion, and therefore it is better to follow the course of unfolding and 
growth that we can see here. Moreover, the entire absence in the 
Hermetic works of the allegorizing spirit, which was fully developed 
by 40 A. D. and continued for at least four centuries as a prevailing 
system, also stamps them as belonging to an earlier phase. 

Here we must stop ; the next step is the introduction of Christian 
ideals and principles which were absent hitherto, and which quickly 
fitted into the forms of thought already familiar to the world. The 
new wine was put into the old skins, in spite of the warning against 
fasting and Sabbatism, the main ascetic and ceremonial principles ; 
the results were disastrous to both the wine and the skins within 
three centuries. 

Our review of the various aspects of Religion in Egypt has been 
but a glance ; those who know the subject already will be the first to 
forgive the imperfection of these remarks, as they Vill realize how 
entirely fragmentary such a view must be, and they must pardon the 
repetition of familiar facts in the endeavour to give a general con- 
ception of the position to those whose work has lain in other lines. 
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A PROPOS DBS STATUETTES DE MEUNIERS 

Par jean CAPART 


Alan H. Gardiner a consacre, dans la Berliner Zeitschrift, xliii, 
1906, pp. 66-9, un int6ressant article a unc statuette repr6sentant 
le grand prStre de Ptah, Ptahmes, occupe & moudre du grain. A ce 
propos il a repris le probleme de la signification des oushebtis et 
oheroh6 k montrer que ces dermeres figurincvS ne seraient quo la con- 
tinuation de I’usage de deposer dans les tombeaux do I’ancien empire 
des statuettes de serviteurs. Par suite d’une confusion, on aurait 
consid4r6 les oushebtis comme representant le niort lui-mcme et les 
statuettes de meuniers nous donneraient la preuve de cette confusion 
pouss^e jusqu’ii Tabsurde. Pour expliquer ce fait Gardiner 6crit : 
‘ Une conception nouvelle et contraire apparait suivant laquelle le mort 
lui-meme est appele a travailler dans la vie d’outrc-tombe.’ Je ne 
sais si Gardiner peut expliquer la genese de cette nouvelle croyance 
qui parait en contradiction formelle avec les croyances fun^raires 
rev616es par les tombeaux de Tancien empire. Et cependant il importe 
de s’en rendre compte pour expliquer le role des statuettes. 

Je voudrais essayer de proposer une explication de I’idde nouvelle 
qui a donn6 naissance aux oushebtis et montrer qu’il est peut-etre 
possible d’expliquer les statuettes de meuniers et les oushebtis un 
peu diff6remment qu’on I’a fait jusqu’ii present. 

Je commencerai par resumer ce que nous savoris des figurines du 
type de meuniers : 

1. Statuette du grand pretre Ptahmes, publiee a Rome en 1842 et 
republi6e par Gardiner. Le grand pretre est revetu de son costume 
sacerdotal, peau de panthere et boucle de clieveux toinbant sur 
r^paule droite. Le texte donne le cliapitre vi du Livre des Morts 
relatif aux oushebtis. 

2. Statuette du prince Thotmes, pretre de Ptah, pere dc Ptahmes, 
au Mus6e du Louvre, representant le d6funt en grand costume sacer- 
dotal. L’ inscription porte : ‘ Je suis le serviteur de ce dieu auguste, 
son meunier.’ 

3-6. Trois statuettes au nom du gardien du tresor Mery-y, au musde 
de Leiden. L’inscription porte : ‘ Je suis le meunier d’Osiris, le ser- 
viteur de Nut.’ 


6. Statuette au mus^e du Caire no. 1256 (journal d’entr6e 29927, 
achat) au nom de Les textes sont les suivants 

I ^ ^ /) -jO il M deux fois reputes, soit le com- 


mencement de la formule des oushebtis comme au no. 1. 
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7. Statuette au mus4e du Caire no. 763 (journal d’entr6e 5019) 


au nom d’un intcndant de la grande maison et scribe royal (| 

ou _ /|(|> Ici le d6funt est represente portant la coifiEure et la barbe 
des divinit^s. Les textes sont les suivants : ^ gauche et derri^re 
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Sur sept statuettes il y en a done cinq qui affirment formellement 
que le d6funt est le meunier d’Osiris ou du dicu v^n^rable, une (7) 
ajoute qu’il moud les i^ains d’offrandes d’Osiris dans Tautre monde, 
trois (3-5) ajoutont qu’il est le serviteur de la deesse Nut, la mere 
d’Osiris. Deux statuettes enfin donnent le texte ordinairement grave 
sur les oushebtis, ce qui deinontre que les meuniers doivent se rattacher 
k Tidee qui donna naissanco aux figurines de moinie. 

Gardiner n’a pas pense que Texplication toute simple fournie par 
les textes put etre admisc, et je ne I’ai pas admise non plus lorsque 
j’ai publi6 les trois statuettes du musee de Leiden. J’ai pr6f6r6 
alors y voir la traduction graphique d’un jeu de mot entre le verbe 
moudre et le verbe adorer. Pour Gardiner, les egyptiens se seraient 
trompes, ils auraient oonfondu deux classes do statuettes funeraires 
et, preparant le mobilier funcrairo de hauts personnages, et sp6ciale- 
ment de deux grands pretres de Ptah, ils auraient pousse jusqu’i 
I’absurde la confusion qu’ils avaient faite entre les statuettes des 
serviteurs et les statuettes du defunt lui-meme. Et neanmoins pour 
les egyptologues du xx^* siecle, ignorant a peu pres tout de la religion 
et des rites funeraires egyptiens, il suffit d’un simple coup d’oeil pour 
decouvrir I’erreur et la confusion. Est-ce croyable ? L’invraisem- 
blance du fait m’a i)ousse a chercher une autre explication et, si je 
ne puis me flatter do I’avoir decouverte, je pense neanmoins oser 
dire que je commence a Tentrevoir. 

Lorsqu’on etudie les peuples de civilisation rudimentaire au point 
de vue de leurs cuutumes funeraires, on arrive assez rapidement k 
r6unir toute une s6rie de faits tendant k prouver que le traitement 
des morts s’inspire principalement d’une idee de protection des vivants 
contre les morts. Les rites funeraires sont d’abord hostiles au mort, 
et ce n’est que par un lent d6veloppement que, le point de vue primitif 
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s^6tant 6vanoui, on en arrive k les consid6rer comme favorables au 
mort et qu’on s’imagine que celui-ci les desire. 

II me parait assez clair que les coutumes fun6raires de I’Egyptc^ 
jusqu’i la fin de Tancien empire s’inspirent principalement do Tideo 
d’empecher la reunion de Tame et du coips du defunt, de s’opposer 
a ce que le mort revienne parmi les vivants. Le cadavro 6tait parfois 
coup6 en plusieurs morceaux, la tete mise h part, ou bieii on liait le 
corps repli6 sur lui-meme dans une natte. La tombe, depuis la 
simple fosse jusqu’au gigantesque mastaba, est destinee avant tout 
a enfermer le corps, de fa^on j:elle que, si Tamo venait I’animer do 
nouveau, il soit dans rimpossibilito absoluo de renverser les obstacles 
accumules sur son chemin. Dans la tombe du type du mastaba, le 
corps, qui n’a re^u aucune preparation conservatrice, est enferme, 
le plus souvent sans mobilier funeraire, dans un lourd sarcopliage, sans 
decors, relegu^ dans une chambrette soutorraine close cllc-meme par 
une dalle 6paisse et situee au fond d’un puits obstruo jmr des blocs 
de pierre agglutines au moyen de mortier. Parfois meme tout un 
systdme de couloirs et do faux puits coupes par des horses de granit 
vient encore apporter des obstacles imprevus a la sortie du revenant. 
Quant k Fame, au double, qui seul pouvait desirer sa reunion avec 
le corps, on s’ing6nie a Ten d6tourner en rei)ondant d’avancc k tons 
SOS desirs. On prepare uno statue, copie exacte du corps et, au moment 
oA Ton enferme le corps au tombcau, une ceremonio appelee I’ouverture 
de la bouche s’ execute sur la statue. Des pretres ct des parents du 
d6funt persuadent Tame que la statue est son corps et, obeissante k 
la suggestion, elle s’incorporo dans I’effigio de bois ou de pierre. La 
chapelle du tombeau ou on loge ce nouveau c^orps dcjviendra n6cessaire- 
mont une funeraire maison d’eternite pourvue de toutes les com- 
modit^s do I’existence et Ton pent etre assure que I’dine, y trouvant 
un train de vie ordinairoment superieur k celui auquel elle etait accou- 
tum6e sur la terre, ne d68irera qu’uno chose, e’est de poursuivre cette 
nouvelle existence sans songer a rien reclamer des survivants entres 
en possession de l’h6ritage. Des statuettes en bois, en pierre, peupleiit 
la tombe, k moins que ce ne soient les scenes sculptees en bas-relief et 
qui d6corent les murailles. Statues et reliefs orient autour de Tame 
et pour Tame seule toute une humanity factice qui, si elle est lo reflet 
de I’autre, constitue neanmoins pour le double une realite sufiisante 
pour retenir Tame en cette nouvelle demeure. La femme, les eiifants, 
les serviteurs qui sont \k repr^sent^s viendront a leur tour reposer 
a proximity du cadavre du maitro et leurs doubles se logeront naturel- 
lement dans les statuettes ou les figures des reliefs. • Ce scront leurs 
supports 6temels, absolument do la meme maniere quo la statue 
principale du mort sort k immobiliser son ame. Lorsque les id^es 
se modifieront, on jugera parfois preferable d’emmener du tombeau 
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Tame du mort cn transportant sa statue, d’abord dans un autre tom<* 
beau oik la chapelle seule sera habitue, puis on conduira la statue dans 
les temples des dieux oii les doubles devenant les hotes du dieu se 
nourriront a sa table. 

Mais il importe de noter ici une remarque de Maspero: ‘Dans les 
tombeaux on constate, a c6t6 des representations de serviteurs dont 
le nom est soigneusement indiqu6, des series de personnages anonymes 
qui accompagnent la famille et Taident k transporter les provisions 
ou k s’acquitter de ses fonctions diverses : selon la doctrine de I’Egyp- 
tien, tant qu’ils n’ont point de nom, ils n’ont pas d’ame, mais ils n’en 
existent pas inoins, et ils sont prets a devcnir des personnes r^elles des 
qii’on leur adjoindra un double.’ Or Fexamen des murs des tombes 
montre que souvent on a grave apres coup, d’une main maladroite, 
des noms aupres do ces figures. ‘ Ce sont,’ continue Maspero, ‘ de 
pauvres diables qui, desirant augmenter leur probability de survie, 
se sont onroles clandestinement parmi les clients du maitre. En 
inscrivant leur nom aupres d’un des corps anonymes, ils lui ont attache 
leur double et ont pris du service chez le defunt : desormais, et pourvu 
qu’on n’effa 9 at pas leur 16gende, ils s’acquittaient de la fonction que 
la figure representait, ils cn gagnaient le salaire, et ils recevaient de 
leur seigneur nouveau ce qui leur etait necessaire pour dviter I’anean- 
tissement de leur Ctre ’ (Maspero, Bulletin de VInstiiut egy'piien, 
1904, pp. 377-84). 

Ainsi done, en resum6, dans ce systeme on cherclie k 6viter la ryunion 
de Fame et du corps ; le corps n’est Fobjet d’aucune mesure de momi- 
fication, Fame est enfermye dans une statue representant le dyfunt 
sous Faspect d’un etre vivant et, la ou se trouve la statue, soit dans 
la chapelle du tombeau, soit dans le temple, il faut et il suffit de cryer 
Fillusion d’une existence heureuso pour que Fame ne cherche ni k 
modifier son etat ni k rien reclamer des survivants. 

Abordons maintenant Fexamen de la nouvelle thyorie que nous ren- 
controns principalcment k partir du moyen empire. ‘ Une conception 
nouvelle et contraire apparait,’ dit Gardiner, ‘d’aprys laqueUe le 
mort lui-meme est appele a travaillcr dans la vie infernale.’ Oik le 
mort travaille-t-il, pourquoi le fait-il ? Il est yvident k premiere 
vue que ce n’est pas dans son domaine funyraire oii les serviteurs Font 
accompagne en nombre suffisant, C’est done dans un autre monde 
ou le mort s’est rendu avec son corps et son ame. Et ici je pense, 
qu’au contraire de la premiere thyorie qui cherche k mettre entre lo 
coips et Fame une sorte de cloison ytanche, on a cherchy plutot it 
ryunir Fame et le corps, quitte it les bannir tous deux de oette terre 
et k les envoyer dans une autre terre. 

Nous sommes en prysence de la premiere ytape qui it la longue 
fera de tous les raorts des Osiris, en identifiant chacun d’eux au prin- 
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oipal dieu des morts, Osiris. Le precede est appliqu6 d’abord au roi 
seal. Dans le but probable de rempecher de se r^incarner et de venir 
tourmenter son successeur, on Tenverra au pays des dieux en le faisant 
passer lui*meme pour un dieu. Les textes des pyramides, au moment 
oil on les transcrit pour la premiere fois sur les parois d’un caveau 
royal, ont en effet ce but. C’est ici que pour la premiere fois on dira 
d’un mort ‘ TOsiris un tel Les dieux resident dans leur domainc 
fun^raire localise sur cette terre ou hors de ce mondo : le roi, arme do la 
puissance que confere la magie, r^ussira k s’y introduire en usurpant 
la quality et les attributs divins. Je n’ai nul besoin, je pense, de 
rappeler les precedes enfantins “ou brutaux que Ton mettra en ceuvre 
dans ce but et qui iront meme jusqu’4 I’anthropophagie. 

On a remarque depuis longtemps deja que les precedes originaire- 
ment reserves au roi passent, petit a petit, par privilege aux per- 
sonnages importants avant d’etre etendus k tous les morts. Oependant 
ici, oil il s’agit en quelquo sorte de se substituer par force ou par ruse 
a un dieu, il devient impossible a 'priori d’appliquer purement et 
simplement k d’autres morts le precede employe pour le roi. Ce 
n’est que lorsque la signification premiere de Tusage s’est en grande 
partie perdue, que le roi peut permettro a d’autres do venir en realite 
se substituer k lui-meme et usurper sa place comme dieu des morts. 
Comment done et en quelle qualite les rnorts j^arviendront-ils au do- 
rnaine des dieux ? Un precede magique envoic le corps chez les dieux 
et Tame I’accompagne. Le defunt, qui revit en ce moment i}ar la 
reunion de son amo et de son corps, s’introduira dans le domaine des 
dieux, absolument de la memo maniere que les pauvres diablos de 
I’ancien empire s’insinuaient dans le domaine fun^iaire des grands 
personnages. Dans ce cas la, si le raaitre s’etait etonne de rencontrer 
des figures 6trangeres, les representations des murailles ou les statuettes 
avec le nom grav6 et le titro lui assuraient que le nouveau venu faisait 
rfiellement partie de sa maison ; s’il no le connaissait pas davantage 
e’est qu’il 6tait confine dans les emplois les plus inferieurs, ou encore, 
e’etait un homme sans maitre qui venait se mettre sous la protection 
d’un maitre puissant, se contentant de la place la plus modeste dans 
son domaine. De meme ici, celui qui veut se rendre au domaine 
fun^raire du dieu partira, guide pendant la route i)ar Tun ou I’autre 
itin^raire foumissant les indications indispensables et que I’on deposera 
sur la momie ou que Ton transcrira sur le cercueil; parvenu la-bas 
il s’enrolera parmi les colons attaches au domaine. Le dieu, lors- 
qu’il le rencontrera, lui attribuera des terres a cultiver et le nouveau 
serviteur ensemencera la terre, entretiendra les canp^ux d’ irrigation 
et ex4cutera k I’appel du dieu la corvee pele-mele avec tous les vassaux. 
De ce moment le mort deviendra un Osirien et, s’il a pris toutes ses 
precautions, ou plutot si les survivants les ont prises pour lui, il ne 
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cessera plus d’appartenir k la maison divine, Et c’est pourquoi 
dans les tombeaux on rencontre d’abord une, puis plusieurs figurines 
du raort, sous Taspect d’une momie couchee dans un cercueil qui 
est la copie du cercueil r6cL La figurine de momie jouera le memo 
role qu’autrefois la statue de double : Tame s’y attachera de fa^on 
indissoluble et, de meme qu’on conduisait la statue du double dans 
la chapelle du tombcau ou dans le temple du dieu, de meme on con- 
duira la statuette de momie dans le domaine du dieu des morts ou 
on se contentera de lui f ournir les moycns d’y etre transport6e magique- 
ment. Je rappelerai sculemcnt les bateaux funeraires sculpt6s ou 
peints, servant au transport de la figifrine de momie k Abydos, ce qui 
n’est peut-etre apres tout qu’un moyen de ne pas transporter r6ellement 
la momie a Abydos dans le domaine du dieu Osiris. Que Ton se 
rappelle aussi les rarcs steles trouvees toutes, k ma connaissance, 
a Abydos, et ou Ton voit une figure de momie en ronde-bosse, alors que 
toutes les sielt^s se rattachant a la premiere idee montraient le d6funt 
sous Taspect d’un vivant. 

Le mort, arrive ‘ a I’endroit ou sont les dieux et son double avec 
lui,’ pour employer I’expression d’un texie, doit done se livrer aux 
travaux de la corvee pour laquelle on a eu soin de lui fournir les outils 
indispensables. Mais le sort obtenu de la sorte ne paraissant nullement 
enviable, les figurines do momie ne tarderentpas a changer, et le change- 
men t dufc se produire d’autant plus ais^ment que Tidee premiere qui 
avait preside k leur confection s’attenuait graduellcment. La statuette 
representcra maintenant un serviteur qui so substituera au mort 
lorsque le dieu Tappellera a la corvee. Puis, on multipliera le nombre 
des statuettes pour envoyer le defunt dans Tautre monde entour6 
de nombreux serviteurs. 

Mais tout cela n’expliquc pas encore les figures de meuniers. On 
remarque deja dans les tombeaux do I’ancicn empire que parmi les 
statuettes de serviteurs une des plus fr^quentes, sinon la plus fre- 
quente, est cello de rcsclavo, homme ou femme occupe a moudre le 
grain n6cessaire a la preparation des pains. Dans le cimeti^re de 
Rif eh explore pendant Thiver 1906-7 par Flinders Petrie, on a d6cou- 
vert une serie nombreuse de petites maisons funeraires en terre cuite, 
datant de Tepoque du moyen empire, Dans quelques-unes on pent 
voir le mort lui-meme represente par une figurine. Tout k fait ex- 
ceptionnellement, apparait un seul serviteur, modestement plac6 sous 
Tescalier conduisant a la terrasse sup4rieure de la maison, et qui est 
occupe k moudre du grain. 

On voit donc^que le meunier joue un role important et que sa pre- 
sence etait de premiere necessite. II vit dans la maison mfime, a 
cote du mort, il est vraisemblablement exempts des travaux des 
champs et de la corvee. Ce qui est vrai des defunts ordinaires peut 
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bien Favoir du dieu des morts et le meunier du dieu devait 6galo- 
ment b6n6ficier des privileges que son emploi lui conferait. De ]h 
le true magique qui consiste i envoyer le mort dans la maison du dieu, 
non plus en homme de peine soumis a la corv6e mais bien en quality 
de meunier. La petite statuette le montrera dans Fexercice de ses 
fonctions et le texto affirmera clairement que e’est lui qui moud le 
grain pour la preparation des pains d’Osiris dans I’autre monde. Par 
un raflfinement qui est bien dans les habitudes egyptionnes, le meunier 
ajoutera qu’il n’est pas un nouveau venu, qu’il est an contraire un 
vieux serviteur de la maison, serviteur de la deesse Nut, la mere 
d’Osiris. Une fois meme, et Id fait est precieux a noter, I’inscription 
marque que la figurine est le ‘ corps d’eternite ’ du d6funt. 

En pleine histoiro egyptienne des dieux sent morts et on a dii les 
onsevelir : ce sont les Apis. Dans la tombe inviol6o de deux Apis 
de Ramses II, Mariette a decouvert dans des niches autour du sarco- 
phage 247 figurines funeraires. Lorsqu’on lit les noms graves sur 
chacune d’entre elles on s’aper 9 oit quo e’est toute la haute soci6te 
memphite de I’^poque, les grands dignitaires qui, tous vivants au 
moment de la sepulture de FApis, ont tenu a accompagner par leur 
effigie le dieu dans son domaine fun6raire, assures de la sorte qu’i leur 
mort leur double ira rejoindre Je corps 6ternel. 

II me semble que dans Thypothese que je viens d’esquisser on 
comprend comment il se fait que d’abord on ne s’inquiete que trds 
mod6r6ment de la conservation d’un corps qui, on I’espere, ne devra 
plus servir do support k Tame. Quand, au contraire, on cherche k 
envoyer dans le monde des dieux le corps et Fame qui s’y reuniront, 
il importe de conserver le corps le mieux possible et les precedes de 
momification seront ddvcloppes a la perfection. 

Il me semble qu’en meme temps on entrevoit comment des idees 
de justification morale ont pu se developper dans le mythe osirien. 
D’abord, on entre dans le monde des dieux i)ar ruse, par magie et 
souvont k Finsu du dieu. Bientot, on emit que le dieu impose ses 
conditions et il faut, lorsqu’on arrive aux confins de son royaume, 
que Fon justifie de son identit6, que Fon subisse un examen per- 
mettant de n’admettre les nouveaux venus qu’en toute surety. Mais 
ici encore, les livres de geographic infernale, principalement le Livre 
des Morts, permettront au defunt de ne pas etre pris au d<5pourvu et, 
de nouveau, le dieu sera vaincu dans la lutte et contraint d’admettre 
tous ceux qui auront eu soin de se munir des renscignements utiles. 
Ils arriveront arm6s de formules d’une puissance telle que le dieu 
contraint ne pourra s’y soustraire. t 

J’ose esp^rer que ces vues, que je crois en partie nouvelles, ne 
paraitront pas trop hardies. Il est malheureusement indispensable 
de chercher k mettre de la pr6cision dans Fexplication de coutumes 



208 III, ReUgionl of the Egyptians \ 

o& les £!gyptiei|3 ne se sont jamais eux-mSmes souoi^s apportor. 
La seule chose qui soit claire pour nous c’est que partout nous nous 
trouvons en presence d’id^es multiples, le plus souvent inconciliables 
les unes aveo les autres. 11 est fatal qu^en oherchant k en expliquer 
la gendse nous soyons obliges k fairo des constructions th^oriques qui 
certainement n’ont jamais exists telles quelles dans I’esprit d’auoun 
Egyptien. 
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NOTES ON EGYPTIAN MAGIC 

By ALAN H. GARDINER. (Abstract) 

Magic is not a discoverable entity, but a word to be defined ; its 
definition is a mere matter of agreement among scholars. However 
desirable it may bo that the word should be used in the same termino- 
logical meaning in all branches of the Science of Religions, this is not 
at present possible, Egyptology needs the term Magic for the classi- 
fication of its facts, and has within fixed limits the right to frame its 
own definition. The object of this paper is to formulate theoretically 
the sense of Magic as understood by Egyptologists. 

Magic belongs to the active side of men’s relations to the super- 
natural. These active relations may best be classified under the three 
headings : (1) the Cult of the Gods ; (2) Observances connected with 
the Dead ; (3) Magic. The principle of division is given by the 
question cui hono? (1) The aim of the Cult of the Gods was to 
benefit the Gods themselves in various ways, e. g. by giving them 
a house (the temple), clothes, food, music, dancing, and hymns. Of 
course the worshipper hoped to reap some advantages from his pious 
tending of the Gods, but this motive was in Egypt, where the cult 
had crystallized into custom, often absent : it should therefore be 
considered as of secondary importance. (2) Similarly in the obser- 
vances connected with the Dead, the primary beneficiaries were the 
Dead themselves, though here more complex motives played a part. 
(3) Magic, on the other hand, w^as avowedly self-seeking ; whatever the 
employments to which it was put, it always sought to secure certain 
advantages to living persons. 

Not all rites, however, which served primarily to benefit the liimg 
are magical. Ordinary parlance forbids us to describe thus such 
practices as Prayer, Oracles, and Private Sacrifices. The reason is 
that in these practices there is involved the intervention of a divine 
will between the performance of the rite and its expected effect. All 
magical rites, on the contrary, were supposed to be necessarily and 
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immediat^y efl&cacious. The criterion of immediate efficacy would, 
however, be insufficient alone to define Egyptian Magic ; for many of 
the symbolical actions in the ceremonies of the temples and the tombs 
were doubtless felt to be cogent in their effects, yet caimot be caUed 
magical without extending the meaning of the term Magic in such 
a way as to make it useless as a classificatory heading. 

To define Magic as those actions which arc (a) performed on behalf 
of the living, and (6) dependent on no other will but that of the agent, 
is not enough : for this definition would not exclude the ordinary 
techniques of daily life, e. g. trades, crafts, quest of food, &c. As yet 
the common characteristic that links together Magic and Religion as 
sub-species of a particular species of human actions has been neglected : 
this characteristic is the necessary implication of Faith, Using the 
epithet religious in its narrower sense to describe all superstitious riles 
that are not magical (Cult of the Gods, Funerary Observances, Prayer, 
Oracles, &c.), it is plain that all religious rites imply Faith ; they 
involve a belief in the existence of beings of whom men know nothing 
by direct experience. Not so in the case of all actions by which 
men seek their own advantage. Trades and crafts, for example, 
make no appeal to the credulity of those who are engaged in them. 
It is true that men may believe in the success of tlieir efforts, but sucli 
a belief forms no integral part of them, and is in fact usually absent. 
In Magic, on the other hand, an element of Faith is a necessity : hero 
men are always more or less conscious of the exceptional and miraculous 
character of their action. It is this consciousness that makes twin- 
sisters, so to speak, of Magic and Religion ; and it is this consciousness 
again which marks the boundary-line between magical practices and 
the ordinary routine of human labour. 

Our final definition of Egyptian Magic must therefore run thus : 
Magical actions are those which men perform on their own behalf or on 
behalf of other living persons ; and which involvCy as a necessary and 
inseparable elementy a certain quantum of belief y though the attainment 
of their object is not thought to depend on any other will than that of the 
agent. 

The Egyptian language has no word for Religion ; religious actions 
lie so far apart from all others that only in a reflective age would the 
necessity of finding a general name for them be felt. Magic, on the con- 
trary, stands in a deep contrast with the simpler ways by which men 
s^k their own advantages, but provokes comparison with these by 
the fact that it pursues the same object. A name had therefore to be 
found for it : in Egyptian the word for Magic is hike j[Coptic gin) ; it 
acquired a slightly wider sense than Magic in the terminological 
meaning here given to it. 

The distinction, between Magic and the ordinary technical practices 
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of daily life may be well observed in Egyptian medical papyri. There 
a difference is made between ‘ remedies ^ (pArO, which are lists of 
drugs with directions for use, and ‘ incantations ’ (M<), of which the 
main feature is a mystical formula to be pronounced. ^ Remedies ’ 
were used for the simpler maladies, ‘incantations^ reserved for those 
that were more precarious : the reason being, that in the latter cases 
the intervention of Faith is an absolute necessity ; something mar- 
vellous was expected of the physician, who therefore employed magical 
means. ‘ Remedies ’ were utilized in a different spirit : here the 
docitor was regarded meri^ly as a clever practitioner. Thus our docu- 
ments exhibit Medicine in the process*^ of liberating itself from Magic 
and becoming a science. 

Even in ‘ remedies however, Magic is latent : this is clear from 
the strange nature of many ingredients that are named, e.g. the milk 
of a woman wlio has borne a male child. It can be shown that magical 
properties were associated with many simpler food-stuffs, such as 
honey and onions ; but in many cases the well-tested wholesomeness 
of these was at least a (contributory cause of their use. In ‘ remedies ’ 
the magical clement has receded into the background. In many non- 
medical magical rites the gradual intrusion of scientific ideas can also 
be traced. Thus the borders of Magic and Science overlap. 

Among the purposes to whicli Magic was put in Ancient Egypt may 
be mentioned : the avoidance of death ; the protection of mothers 
and their children ; ‘ laying spells on him whom one fears assistance 
to women in travail ; cures for pains in the head, snake-bites and 
scorpion-stings ; ridding houses of snakes ; protection against tluj 
dangers of the Nile ; preserving men from hunger and thirst, the risks 
of the law-courts, the attacks of evil persons, and plague. ‘ Black ’ 
Magic is not exemplified in our magical documents, but is mentioned 
elsewhere. An extreme example of Magic is the purposeless, ostenta- 
tious wonder-working related in the Westcar Papyrus. The above 
enumeration shows that Magic was resorted to only in cases where 
normal human effort would have been of no avail ; in fact, where 
miracles were required, and where consequently a great appeal was 
made to Faith. 

In Egypt Magic and Religion stood on the same footing : they were 
two products of one and the same Weliauschauungj not disparate 
either in their metliods or in their psychological basis. Nor were 
they differently estimated from the ethical point of view : Magic was 
deemed permissible, so long as it was turned to no evil purpose. It 
follows that th§ classification of Egyptian superstitious practices as 
(a) religious, (b) magical, must be a purely external mode of classifica- 
tion : the distinction between Religion and Magic in Egypt has not, 
and cannot be made to have, any deeper significance. 
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CULTS 

By PERCY E. NEWBERRY. (Abstract) 

Most of the ensigns of the nomes of Egypt represent the fetislies, 
totjms, or cult-objects of tlie early inhabitants of tlio districts of which, 
in historic times, they are tlie standards. Thus we have the Falcon 
of Hieraconpolis, the bolt-like object of Ekhmim, the Crossed Arrow s 
or the Crossed Arrow s and Shield of Sais, the Hari)oon of the North- 
West Delta. On the analogy of tlicse, the Oryx was tlie totem-animal 
of the early people of tlie Minieh district, tlie Hare of those of the 
region of Hermopolis in Middle Egypt, the Tree of the people of Hera- 
cleopolisand Siut, and the Knife of the inhabitants around Aphrodito- 
polis. Thus w^e see that the Ibis on this theory w as not tlu^ primitive 
divinity of Hermopolis in Middle Egypt, but of the peojile of the North- 
East Delta, of which district the Ibis was in historic times the ensign. 
The Set-cult also would thus be locatcHl in predynastici times to the 
region about Shashotcp to the south of Siut. 

Several of these cult-objects go back to prehistoric, times : w e find 
them figured at the masthead of boats painted on the decorated pottery 
of tho prehistoric period. If w e apply w hat may be called ‘ the proof 
of continuity ’ to those ensigns we gain a remarkable insight into the 
prehistoric political divisions of the Delta and Nile Valley. That wo 
are right in applying this ‘ pi*oof of continuity ’ to the nornc ensigns is 
proved by our finding many vases with reyiresentations of tw o or three 
standards on the same vase, and these standards are neaily ahvays of 
contiguous states. Thus the Harpoon and Mountain occur together, or 
the Harpoon, Mountain, and Oossed Arrows; or the Crossed Arrows 
and Tree-branch, or the Tree-branch and bolt-like object, and so on. 
The three commonest ensigns appearing on the decorated pottery of 
prehistoric times are the Harpoon, the Mountain, and Crossed Arrows. 
These it will be noticed are located to the North and West Delta. The 
Harpoon nome comprised the region around Mareotis, its capital being 
Senti-nefer. The Mountain w as the deity of Xois, the standard of the 
Xoite nome in historic times being the Mountain and Bull, which 
suggests the fusion, or rather association, of two different cults. The 
Crossed Arrows and Shield w as the standard of the nome of Sais : in 
early times the form of the shield in this ensign is a figure of 8, after 
the Twelfth Dynasty it is generally ovoid, whereas the Shield of the 
Dynastic Egyptians was rounded at the top and square below^ The 
significance of this figure-of-8 shield has been pointed out in the Pro- 
ceedings of the 8. B. A, 1906 (Feb.), p. 68. 

p 2 
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Now it is important to note that nearly all the prehistoric ensigns 
represent inanimate objects, the two animate ones — ^the falcon and the 
elephant — being on the extreme south. From this the inference may 
be drawn that the fetish worshippers, as distinct from the animal or 
totem worshippers, belong to an earlier stratum, and perhaps different 
element of the population of the Nile Valley. This inference is supported 
by several facts in the later history of the Nile Valley and Delta. An 
important monument in this connexion is the Slate Palette of Nar Mer, 
which records the conquest of the Harpoon Chieftain of the North by 
the Horus Chieftain of the South. The racial type of these Harpoon 
people is very different from that of their conquerors, whose characteristic 
features are exemplified in the portrait of Nar Mer and his attendants. 
Herodotus {ii. 18 ), speaking of the inhabitants of that part of Egypt 
bordering on Libya (i.e. to the w est of the Canopic branch of the Nile), 
says that they deemed themselves Libyans and not Egyptians, and did 
not even speak the same language. In late Ptolemaic times this North- 
Western corner of the Delta formed the nome of Metelis, so-called 
because it was inhabited mainly by immigrants. The fact seems to be 
that, rather than representing immigrants, this ‘ foreign ’ population 
preserved the least-mixed surviving elements of a predynastic people 
w^hich had, before the coming of the Dynastic Egyptians, been spread 
throughout the Delta and Nile Valley from Aswan to the sea. 

Adjoining the Harpoon nome on the East was the Xoite nome, the 
standard or ensign of wdiich was the cult-object of the Mountain and 
the totem-animal the Bull. The name of the mountain god is recorded 
in the Pyramid texts as AHW : the seat of his cult w as Khasu (the 
Xois of the Greek geographers). He is described in Middle Kingdom 
texts as ‘ Lord of the West ’ ; in Ptolemaic times he w as ‘ Ruler of the 
Temehu (Libyans) and ‘ Chieftain of the Mountain ’. Little is known 
as to the role he played among the Egyptian gods. They seem to have 
looked upon him as a sort of ‘ foreign deity ’, an idea which his name 
indeed suggests ; nevertheless he played an important part in the 
ceremonial of the coronation of the king and also at the Sed festival. 
A * Royal Son ’ of the period of Khufu was his High Priest. In the 
Fifth Dynasty occurs a title, ‘ khet-priest of the Double Axe,’ which 
seems to have had some connexion with the cult of AHW. Mr. Arthur 
Evans has pointed out that there existed in Minoan Crete and the 
Aegean a god of the Double Axe, with w horn was associated a cult-object 
w'hich he has called the ‘ Horus of Consecration ’. This object he 
describes as ‘ a kind of impost or base terminating at the two ends in 
two hornlike e^Ccresoences ’ . This Minoan cult-object resembles in every 
particular the form of the god AHW. In Crete, as in the Egyptian 
Delta, he is also associated wdth the Bull divinity. 

The combination of tw o cults, the Bull and the Mountain, found in 
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the historic ensign of the Xoite nome suggests our separating the cult- 
objects of the Packet, Fish-skin, and Calf, from the other Bull nomes of 
the Delta. The geographical distribution of these Bull nomes is 
important : they are placed around the nome which had for its ensign 
‘the Sovereign \ Evidently here in the Delta was a Pre-Menite state, 
of which the ‘ Bull Chieftain * was the sovereign. To this Bull civiliza- 
tion the Egyptians perhaps owed the development of the hieroglyphic 
system of wnriting, as indicated by the signs used for North, South, East 
and West, which give a central spot somewhere about Busiris, the 
capital of the sovereign nome. ^ 


THE TREATMENT OF THE DEAD IN EGYPT 
By WALDEMAR SCHMIDT. (Abstract) 

It is not always very easy to penetrate into the religious ideas and 
the religious feelings of little-known, wild, or half-wild peoples of our 
own age ; and, therefore, it must be mucli more difficult to under- 
stand and to penetrate into those of peoj^les which no longer exist, 
and which have disappeared from the world in the nearer or more 
distant past. 

For the religion of the peoples of the old Eastern World — the 
ancient peoples in Western Asia and in Egypt — we must in our in- 
vestigations consult first the Greek and Roman writiuvs, our ordinary 
source of information about the ancient world, to see what we can 
learn from them on the subject. But we must always try to check 
their statements from other sources. For confirmation and, if possible, 
for better information, we must go to the numerous inscriptions of 
antiquity, which have been discovered in different parts of the East 
in recent years and subsequently deciphered ; for it is alw ays possible 
that the ancient Greek and Roman authors have made a confusion 
of one kind or another. Let us take an instance. We find in ancient 
times, east of Egypt in the desert, a people or tribe often spoken of 
by classical writers and in old inscriptions, the Nabatliaeans, who are 
related to have had a god with the name of Dmares, a divinity resem- 
bling, to some extent, the Osiris of Egypt and the Dionysos of Greece. 
This is corroborated by the inscriptions found in Northern Arabia, 
at Petra and other places, which prove that a god of this name was 
worshipped in antiquity in those parts of the world, and that he was 
the principal divinity of Petra. Inscriptions are, in fact, our best 
sources, if only the information which they give us w ere more abundant. 
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111 Egypt we have thousands of inscriptions, most of them connected 
with religion and religious matters. They teach us much about the 
official religion in the principal towns of Egypt ; they give us the 
names of the divinities adored in those places ; they acquaint us with 
the sacred animals attaclicd to the divinities, and help to elucidate 
the worship and ceremonies in the temples and holy places. But 
it is always about the principal towns that we are informed ; about 
the smaller towns and the country we learn little, and we must confess 
to knowing still less about the religious ideas and feelings of the 
common people. 

We must go, therefore, to other sources, of which we fortunately 
have some at command. In the first rank must be mentioned w^hat 
are commonly knou n as tlie Magical Texts ; and secondly the facts 
connected with tlie burial of the dead, which we learn from the study 
of tombs and the objects placed in them at the time of burial. 

This part of Egyptian archaeology was for long very much neglected. 
The first explorers of Egypt, when excavating tombs, took interei^ 
only in precious and remarkable objects, and paid no heed to the small 
and broken objects which occur there so commonly, nor to the disposi- 
tion of them on the dead body and in the tomb. But from the days of 
Champollion tliere was a cliange for the better. Attention was now 
paid to the constrra^tion and ornamentation of tombs, and several 
inscriptions and pictures were copied by visitors and students ; though 
the contents of the tombs still passed unnoticed. But we must not 
be too much surprised at this neglect, since in the greater part of 
Europe it was for many years no better. Only in Scandinavia, in 
Denmark, Sweden, and Norway, for nearly a century, has more care 
been taken in tlie exploration of tombs, by collecting and preserving 
all objects found, and noting i>recisely their disposition in relation to 
the human remains. After Scandinavia we must mention England 
as a country in which old tombs were sometimes excavated with great 
care, notably by Sir Richard Hoare, the eminent explorer of the 
tombs of the Bronze Age in Southern England. 

For the immense progress that has been made in the excavation of 
tombs in Egypt w e are indebted largely to our President, Professor 
Flinders Petrie. He has show n liow' to work, and he has worked 
himself more than any other, excavating tombs, rich and poor alike, 
and describing their contents with the most exhaustive precision. 
He was the first also to discover a necropolis dating back to prehistoric 
Egypt. 

In endeavouiing to interpret the religious ideas underlying the 
treatment of the dead in Egypt we cannot be too cautious ; but for 
some questions it is possible to find solutions. 

Firstly, we may take it for granted that it was a common belief in 
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Egypt, even in prehistoric times, that life did not end v^ itli the 
death of the individual — a belief which is also found among many mon^ 
or less primitive tribes of the present day. In consequence of this 
common belief, every old Egyptian must have had the earnest wish to 
obtain after death as good an existence as possible. Whilst still living 
on earth, he must always have been thinking of the future and making 
his preparations ; and, after his death, it was the duty of the relatives 
who survived him to help him to get in his future state as good a con- 
dition of life as he could wish. If they failed to do so, tliere u as a fear 
that he would feel dissatisfied in the other world, and w ould return 
after death to cause trouble. * 

Here we touch a question about which M. Capart yesterday gave 
us a very interesting explanation. I agree with liim that tlu^ old 
Egyptians from a very early date took great care to protect the living 
against attacks from the dead who w^ero not satisfied with their new 
life after death, and who w^ere supposed to believe that their rc^latives 
had failed in the duty owed to them. 

In prehistoric graves tlie skeletons are sometimes found imperfect, 
the body having apparently been cut to pieces soon after death. It 
is not easy to explain this fact, and several theories, such as anthro- 
pophagy, have been put forw^ard, M. Capart is most likely right w hen 
he thinks that the body w^as dismembered to prevent the dead man 
from coming back to make trouble on earth amongst the living. 

But in a later time this old custom seems to have been explained in 
Egypt in another way. When the Myth of Osiris had been formed, 
and it w'as generally admitted by the j)eople that tlu^ body of Osiris 
had been cut to pieces, not by friends but by enemies, the Egyptians 
no longer cut the dead body to pieces, but took care to preserve it 
entire for a coming resurrection, if wo can use that word. After that 
time the Egyptians probably tried other means to prevent the dead 
man from coming back to trouble the living. 

In Egyptian tombs of the prehistoric period the dead body lies on its 
side in a contracted position. This fact has been explained in different 
ways. It has been supposed to be an allusion to the idea of a future 
regeneration, a new birth ; but probably it w as chosen only as expres- 
sing rest, like the contracted squatting position in wliic^h to this day 
people rest in the East. 

In the tombs we often find vessels and pots which certainly were 
once filled with food or provision for the dead man in liis future life. 
In the prehistoric and predynastic tombs the deceased has very often 
with him a palette with paint, so that he might paint himself, as he did 
in his earthly life. The presence of these palettes seems to me to 
show clearly that the Egyptians expected the future life to be very 
like the present one. 
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It is well known that in Egypt in early days the bodies of the 
deceased were dried in naphtha or other materials, and that later on 
the bodies were wrapped in linen with great care. In the Roman 
period the old burial customs were partly modified in this respect. 
Often the dead were not wrapped in linen bands as before, but buried 
in their best clothes. Possibly we have here an influence from Greece 
or Syria, two countries which in the time of the emperors had great 
influence upon the inhabitants of Egypt, especially in matters of dress. 

For the study of Egyptian burial customs it is hardly possible to 
overrate the care necessary in the excavation of tombs. It is a 
matter for congratulation that we hive now exact descriptions of 
several important tombs, with publication of all the inscriptions in 
extenso and of all the figures and scenes on the walls. We have also 
now excellent descriptions of the contents of many tombs from every 
period of ancient Egyptian history. 

But we are only in the beginning of our investigations. Much is 
still wanted. Let us hope that the future will bring many new 
discoveries, such as may lielp us to understand the customs of the 
old Egyptians respecting the burial of the dead, and to penetrate 
more and more into the religious ideas of that ancient and very interest- 
ing people. 
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SUR UN TEXTE RELATIF AU CULTE DU 
ROI EN EGYPTE 

Par a, MORET. (R^sumk) 

Lb culte du roi cst uue dcs manifestations interessantes du sentiment 
religieux en Egypte. On sait quo les Pharaons 6taient adores par leurs 
sujets divers titres. Le roi est Ic fils et I’heritier des dieux ; il est 
Horus ; il est Ra incarne, Timagc vivante des dieux. An moment 
du couronnement, le roi re5oit un culte analogue k celui que Ton rend 
aux dieux ; lors des fetes Sed, ce culte est renouvele dans un Edifice 
sp^cialement construit pour le culte royal. 3« Le roi 4tant le pretre 
par excellence, r^^oit, afin d’etre pur, avant de cel6brer Toffice divin, 
Tadorationdansune partie du temple qui s’appelle Pa ‘la maison 
d’adoration.’ 4o Le roi possede des temples fun6raires ofl son double 
est adore d^s son vivant et le sera apres sa mort. 6« Dans les pays 
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strangers, Nubie, Syrie, le roi cst repr^sent^ par dca statues, images 
vivantes de lui-meme, qui sont Tobjet d’un culte. En resume, los 
sujets de Pharaon adorent leur maitre vivant en chair ot en os dans les 
temples de TEgypte, et en effigie dans les temples etrangers. 

Ce culte avait un caractero officiel ; il etait c^lebre dans les temples, 
par des pretres de carriere. Mais on pent se demander jusqu’a 
quel point I’initiative des particuliers y trouvait sa part. Les Egyptiens 
du peuple adorent-ils individuellement leur souverain ? Apportent- 
ils k ce culte Tenthousiasme pieux, la naive confiance qui sont carac- 
t^ristiques des sentiments populaires ? Les tcxtcs trouves dans les 
temples ne nous en disent ridh ; par bonheur, un grand nombre de 
steles, a partir de la xviii® dynastie, nous sont parvenues comme 
temoignages du culte privc rendu au Pharaon. Jo mo proi)ose d’etudier 
bri^vement un de ces petits monuments qui, si je no me trompe, est 
encore inedit : e’est la stele 34,037 du musee du Caire quo jc ne trouve 
point cit6e dans la classiquo Hisioire du professour Flinders Petrie. 



Stele 34037 du Mus6e du Cairo. 


La stele est de petite taille. Dans Ic centre sont representes assis 
devant la table d’offrande chargee deux couples royaux se tenant 
enlaces: l^A gauche le roi Ahmes ‘dicu bienfaisant,’ et sa femme, 
la reine Nefritari; 2® A droite le roi Ameiiophis ‘ dieu bienfaisant,’ 

et sa mere, la meme reine Nefritari. Une epithete de la reine *^"1 
explique qu’elle est vivante. La stele date du debut d\i regne d Ameno- 
phis (xvili® dynastie) ; on pent supposer quo le roi Ahmes est mort ; 
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il se trouve ici associe au culte que rc§oivent sa femme et son fils. 
Au bas de la stele deux personnages, genou en terre, Invent les mains 
pour adorer les quatre figures royales. Celui de droito s’appelle Houi ; 
il est un ‘ servant d’Amon ’ ; une courte legende explique qu’il ‘ offre 
toutes les bonnes ofirandes pures, pains, vins, boeufs, oies L’orant 
de gauche est un ‘ pretre servant Smentaoui * ; la 16gende sym6trique 
indique qu’il adore les rois Ahmes, Amenophis et la reine Nefritari. 

En plus de ces courtes formulos d’adoration la stele nous a conserve 
deux prieres plus longues ([ui font Tinteret de co monument, 

Le servant Houi prie specialement le roi Ahmes : ‘ Adoration au 
dieu bienfaisant Ncbi^ehtouri ; prosteVnement devant Ahmes (few), 
le vivifiant, celui qu'on mot dans son camr,... qui elevo celui qui est 
aime de lui.,.’ Suivent des formulcs obscures qui demanderaient 
une 6tude detaillee et sans grand interet pour le but que je me 
propose ici. 

Le servant Smentaoui prononec des paroles qui nous importent 
davaiitage: ‘Adoration au dieu liienfaisant Zeserkari, prosterne- 
ment devant le maitre des deux terres. (Pour qu’il donne les 
souffles de vie que disjienso Amon, uik^ belle femme, des enfants 
obeissants, des biens nombreux, un beau tombeau apres la vieillesse, 
un ensevclissement a roceident de Thebes, prendre possession de (ta) 
maison chaquo jour, sans qu’il y ait d’embuche ; qu’il donne la vie, 
la sante et la force, les favours ot les graces au double de... Smentaoui.’ 

Il resulte dc cette stele et des monuments de ce type les renseigne- 
ments suivants : 1« Le roi n’est point adore seulement dans les temples 
X)ar les pretres de profession ; de simples particuliers lui d^dient des 
monuments dc dimensions modestes, i>eu couteux, inspires par la 
devotion individuelle. 2 ^ Le eulte n’est pas complique : il consiste 
a pr6senter quelques offrandes a rimage du roi ou do son double. 
30 Le roi n’est pas adore sjjccialement comme fils des dieux, commo 
pretre, comme Pharaon ; on s’adresse it lui pour obtenir des graces 
pendant cette vie et apres le. inert ; on le sollicite d’agir en tant que 
‘ dieu bienfaisant non dans rinteret commun dc I’Etat, mais pour des 
graces individuelles. Dans les temples, le culte confero au roi la 
divinit6, le fait vivre parmi sos freres les dieux ; en echange le Pharaon 
assure la vie spirituelle des dieux et I’existonce rnaterielle des pretres. 
Le culte populaire ramcne Ic Pharaon sur terre, pour qu’il intervienne 
dans les interets particuliers dont il prend charge. Dans les temples 
le culte revet un caractere general et national, tout en servant les 
interets du sacerdoce ; pratique par les particuUers, il devient directe- 
ment utilitaire. t-En echange de ses offrandes, le servant Smentaoui 

' La formulo oubliec ici est restituee d’apr^s des stales similaires du muste du 
Caire. 
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esp^re obtenir * une belle femme, des eiifanis obeisaauts, la richesse 
et la bonne sepulture apres une vie bien remplie’, En somme, il de- 
mande au roi la chance dans la vie ; il ne s’adresscrait pas autreinorit 
a un soroier qui lui dirait la bonne aventure et pourrait lui promettre 
un talisman contre le mauvais sort. 

On pent k ce sujet sedemander, comme on Ta fait pour Ic culte adresse 
aux dieux, si des monuments do cc genre indiquent une sorte de 
d^generescence du sentiment religieux, qui s’affaiblirait par une longue 
pratique au cours des siecles, au point de transformer Tadoration 
rendue aux dieux en une sorte de marche entre Tadorateur et le dieu 
adore. 

Je suppose au contrairo que lo culte naif, li^ recours interesse au 
roi bienfaisant, tel qu’il se revele sur cetto stele de la xviie' dynastie, 
est un echo fidele d’une tradition aussi ancienne que le culte du roi 
en Egypte. Le professeur Frazer, dans ses Ixdles Lectures sur la 
royaute 'primitive, a demontr6 que les premiers rois sont avant tout des 
sorciers a qui Ton prete le pouvoir de dispenser les bons et les mauvais 
sorts, et qui sont responsables non point seulement de la prosperite 
publique, mais du bien-ctre do chacuii. Des textes ofiiciels nous 
affirment que le Pharaon accejitait volontiers co role, qu’il no repudiait 
nullement le titre do Sorcier. Une inscription royale qui date pre- 
cisement du roi Ahmes definit ^linsi cette face de la personne royale ; 
‘ Les ecrits (rnagiques) du dieu Thot sont a ses cotes ; le dieu lui a 

donn6 la science des choses = magic), il est celui qui en- 

O I I I 

seigne aux scribes leur science ; e'est lui le dieu (Irand-Magicien 


(Sethe, Urkunden, iv, pp. 19-20), Si les 


monuments emanant do la chancellerie royale definissent en ces 
termes les pouvoirs surnaturels du roi, il ne faut plus s’etoiiner que 
de pauvres heres osent demander au Pluiraon des favours aussi per- 
sonnelles, une chance aussi singuliere. 

Je dois noter, en finissant, que les steles de ce genre sont plus par- 
ticulierement abondantes au temps do la xviii^ dynastic. A cette 
epoque aussi les Egyptiens des hautes classes sc plaisent a decrire, 
dans leurs tombeaux, les rapports personnels frequiiuts (ju’ils ont avec 
la famille royale. Le roi vient les visiter ehez cmx, se laisso adorer 
par eux cote k cote avec les dieux (tombe deNeferhotpou) ; il permet 
aussi aux gens d’humble condition do lui adresser lours adorations et 
leurs voeux. Je me demande s’il n’y a pas quelqiio rapi)ort entre 
ce developpement du culte populaire des rois et Ja politique bien 
eonnue des Pharaons de la xviii^ dynastic contre Tautorite envahis- 
sante du sacerdoce officiel. C’est precisement sous Amenophis IV, 
le persecuteur des pretres d’Amon, que la personne du roi se livro 
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avec le plus de confiance h, I’adoration de ses sujet®. Peut-6tre a-tron 
encourage k cette 6poque le culte personnel du roi comme pour opposer 
le contre-poids de la pi6te populaire et loyaliste des sujets au culte 
officiel des dieux th^bains qui tournait k Favantage du sacerdoce» 

Quoi qu’il en soit, les monuments de ce genre nous aident k mieux 
connaitre le culte populaire rendu au roi, sur lequel les temples ne 
nous apprennent rien. Le vieux sentiment de crainte et de v6n6ration 
pour le chef qui s’impose a tous par sa science des choses divines et 
humaines, et par sa puissance mat6rielle et surnaturelle, trouve encore, 
sous la XVIII® dynastie, une forte expression dans le culte rendu au 

Dieu Bon 1® Pharaon bienfaisant, prototype des ^Ivergdtes et 

des C6sars tres grands et tres bons. 
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PRIESTHOODS OF WOMEN IN EGYPT 

By Miss MURRAY, (Abstract) 

The Old Kingdom is the practical starting-point for a study of this 
kind, as the earlier records are too scanty to be of use. The Egyptian 
custom of inscribing not only the dead man’s name and titles on the 
walls of his tomb chapel, but also the names and titles of his wife and 
children, gives us a great mass of information as to the priesthoods ; 
while the Greek authors help us to identify the gods who were wor- 
shipped in early times. 

The identification of some of the Egyptian gods with Greek divinities 
ought to throw light on the priesthoods and ritual. For example, Neitli 
is with reason identified by the Greeks with Athena. Athena is a 
goddess of war and carries a shield and spear, and one of the earliest 
emblems of Neith is a shield and arrows. Athena is the goddess of 
weaving, as proved by her contest with Arachne and her statue at 
Erythrae with distaffs in the hands (Pans. vii. 6. 9) ; while another 
emblem of Neith is the shuttle. Again, there was a sanctuary of Athena 
the Saite (Mount Pontinus : Pans. ii. 36. 8), and Neith is the goddess 
of Sais (a colony of Athens : Hdt.). Athena is also called the Worker, 
because she was ^he goddess of the arts of life and was therefore wor- 
shipped specially by artisans (Frazer, Pans. ii. 297).. At Memphis 
the most important temple was that of Ptah, god of the arts of life, 
specially worshipped by craftsmen ; and the next in importance was 
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that of Neith : for the temples are identified by the epithets applied 
to the respective deities, Ptah South of the Wall, Neith North of the 
Wall (MM. D 47, D 66 ; LD ii. 46 ; DM. 632, 668). I have found 
twenty-two holders of priesthoods of Neith in the Old Kingdom, Neith 
without epithet, Neith North of the Wall, and the Universal Neith 
(i.e. Neith in all her places) ; and these are, without exception, women. 
Unfortunately our knowledge of the priesthoods of Athena is of 
much later date, but Frazer (Paus. ii. 346) suggests that the ‘ long 
series of archaic female statues which were excavated between the 
Erechtheum and the North wall of the Acropolis are statues of 
priestesses of Athena.’ ' 

The goddess whose worship was most widespread in Egypt is 
Hathor. In the Old Kingdom her two chief temples were at Dendereh 
and Memphis. Her worship at Dendereh was kept up till the end of 
Egyptian history, but at Memphis it was merged into that of Aphrodite, 
with whom she was identified by the Greeks. The Memphite form of 
Hathor seems to have been Hathor, Lady of the Sycomore Tree ; for 
with few exceptions all the priestesses of her temple that are known are 
buried in the neighbourhood of Memphis. Hathor was served chiefly 

by female priests ("^ |) in the Old Kingdom, though a few male priests 

are known ; Hathor of Dendereh and Hathor of Ousae are the local 
forms of the goddess which were served by men as well as women, but 
Hathor of the Sycomore and the Universal Hathor (lit. Hathor in all 
her places) had priestesses only. But though there were many priests 

and priestesses of Hathor, the only overseer of her priests of 


whom I can find a record in the Old Kingdom was a man (AS. iii. 134). 
The priests and priestesses of Hathor are called Hen-neter ; there seem 
to be no mo 6 priests of this cult. 

The position of Upuaut, the jackal god of Siut, is unique among the 
male divinities of Egypt, in that he appears to have been served by 
priestesses only, both uab and Aenu-neter, in the Old Kingdom at least. 
This is the on]> female vah priest that 1 know of at that period (MM. 
C 26). In the Twelfth Dynasty, however, there seems to have been 
a change; for, in the contracts of Hepzefa with the priests of the 
temple of Upuaut at Siut, the whole Kenbet or ‘ council ’ of the temple 
were men, Hepzefa himself being the overseer of the prophets of 
Upuaut, But on the analogy of the priesthoods of Hathor, it does not 
follow, because the overseer of the JSen'u-neter was a man, that the 
^etm-neUr themselves were of the same sex. The female priesthood 
of Upuaut survived till the Twenty-second Dynasty, as is seen in the 
sculptures at Bubastis. There, at the Sed-festival of Osorkon li, 
the great figure of the jackal-god, Upuaut Lord of Siut, is the 
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principal statue in the procession ; it leads the way whhn the p^oces- 
sion moves, it is given the most conspicuous place when the procession 
is stationary ; it towers above king, priests, and statues of other 
gods, when it is carried at the end of the procession immediately in 
front of the king (Fest. Hall. pL ii.). In this last place, it is carried by 
six priests, and is preceded by a woman whose title is Mut neteren Sauii 
‘ Divine mother of Him of Siut.’ Here is evidently the high-priestess 
of the god, who by reason of her rank and importance fills one of the 
most conspicuous places in the great ceremony. In the representations 
of the Sed-f estival of Amenhetep iii at Soleb (LD iii. 86) a woman 
also heads the procession of the priests of Upuaut, though there she 
has no title, and it is only from the sculptures of Osorkon that we 
know her rank and functions. In the Ptolemaic texts at Edfu the title 
of the high-priestess of Siut is given. 

We have no records of tlie cult of Amen of Thebes in early times ; 
the god himself is hardly known till the Middle Elingdom, when the 
names of some of the kings of the Twelfth Dynasty are compounded 
with the name of Amen, i.o. Amen-em-hat. It is not till the New 
Kingdom that we first find mention of the shemayt, or female musicians, 
of Amen, These women must have been chosen for their voices or for 
their skill in music, as they belong to all classes of society, from the 
wives of artisans up to the ladies of the highest rank. The head of 
the shemayt was styled Great shemayi of Amen (Br. Thes. 954). Similar 
priesthoods were attached to the temples of other divinities, for we find 
f^hemaytoi Osiris (M.A. 1182), of Hathor (M.A. 1128), of Isis (B.M. 132) 
of Mut (M. A. 1128), of Hapi (M.A. 1139)), and a chief shemayt of Anhur 
(M.D. 78). 

In the Twentieth Dynasty the title of the chief priestess seems to 
have been changed; for she is then known as Divine Wife of Amen, 
Worshipper of the God, and this office was always held by a lady of 
the blood royal. Tlie title of Worshipper of the God was probably the 
more important of the two, as it is enclosed in the queen’s cartouche 
with her name. The high-priesthood of Amen appears to have carried 
with it the temporal as weW as the spiritual power in Thebes, and it 
was therefore a matter of political importance that either the wife or 
the heiress of the ruler of Egypt should hold the office. Under the 
Saite dominion it was customary for the king to contract a purely 
ceremonial marriage with the high priestess, who then adopted the 
eldest princess, his daughter by another wife. This title of ^ Wor- 
shipper ’ continues into the Ptolemaic period. 

That it was customary even in the early part of the New Kingdom 
for the queen to be a priestess seems to be shown by the sculptures at 
Tel el Amarna, where Nefertythi makes offerings, equally with her 
husband, to the Aten. 
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Of priestesses Irving other male divinities in the Old Kingdom, 
I have found henvrneter of Thoth D 5), of a jackal-god 

nome-god MM. D 6). This last is a fien-neter em-khet 

showing that the women passed through the same 


grades of the priesthood as the men. In the Twenty-first Dynasty 
Queen Nesikhonsuisthe Jlen-neter of Khnum (P. Hist. iii. 218). 

In Ptolemaic times there appears to have been a high-priestess as 
well as a high-priest in the chief temple of each nome. An almost 
complete list of these titles is found at Edfu, and has been classified 
by Brugsch {Diet, Geog, 1361, 1368). Almost all these priestesses have 
the subsidiary title of ‘Sistrum-playcr’, as well as the special titles of 
the high-priestesshood. The meaning of many of the special titles is 
not clear, but a few are obvious, e.g. hert nest ‘ Chief of the throne,’ 
at Edfu; duat ‘Worshipper,’ at Thebes and Sebennytus; hent netrni 
‘ Servant of the two gods,’ at Aphroditopolis; /tebst ‘The Clother,’ at 
Hieraconpolis ; Mut neter ‘Mother of the god,’ at Letopolis; and urt 
‘The great one,’ at Sais. Thestudy of these titles should throw light on 
the ritual and characteristics of the respective deities. Special titles 
like these denote a high antiquity. It would appear therefore that the 
male priesthoods of Amen were of later date than female priesthoods, 
for the priestess is Worshipper, the priest merely First ^e7i-we^cr;wdiereas 
the high priests of Heliopolis and Memphis had special titles. 

In the cult of the dead kings one would hardly expect to find 
priestesses, but at the beginning of the Old Kingdom there arc two : 
which suggests that in early times there was no distinction of sex in 
these priesthoods, but that later they passed entirely into the hands of 
men. These two women are Nefert-seten, /len-neter of Snefru (A.S. iii. 
202), and Hetep-her-es, /len-neter of Khufu (MM. B 2). Of the rare title 
Ilen-neter of the JferZ-house of a king, one w^oman is known, Ra-hent, 
who was priestess of the Mert-house of Teta ^MM. D 66). There seem 
to be no other priestesses of kings till the Nineteenth Dynasty, when 
there is a shemayt of Thothmes iii (P.R. ii. 77). 

In the funeral ceremonies of nobles in the Old Kingdom women have 
no official duties, there is no female kheri-heb and no female Aen~ka, 
and but one doubtful instance of an overseer of the /lenu-ka, where the 
title might refer either to the lady or her son (SM. i, pi. 7). In the long 
list of Senu-Zety the Brethren of Eternity, whoso duties and official 
status are still unknown, there are only two women (MM. D 1, D 61), 
but among the rare Children of Eternity there is one Sat-Zet (MM. Dll), 
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Still, in the cult of the Royal Dead, women admitted the 
priesthood. , 

Although negative evidence is never cbnclusive, yet it is interesting 
to look through the early priesthoods and to see at which worships 
women assisted, at which they were the only ofiBiciants, and from 
which they were excluded. Neith, the goddess of war; has none but 
women priests ; while the goddess of birth, the frog Heqt, has none but 
men, though as an animal god she must be very early* The jackal 
Upuaut has only priestesses, the jackal Anubis has only priests* 

But in spite of apparent anomalies, it appears that from the earliest 
times of which we have record, down Ito the end of Egyptian history, ^ 
women’s position in the service of the gods was assured. The evidence ' 
of Edfu shows that every great sanctuary had a high-priestess, and 
the glimpses that we occasionally catch of earlier times, added to our 
knowledge of the conservative character of Egyptian ritual, lead us 
to believe that this was the case throughout the whole historical 
period. 


8 

HISTORICAL REFERENCES IN HERMETIC 

WRITINGS 

By W. M. flinders PETRIE. (Abstract) 

The Kore Kosmou is the earliest of the Hermetic writings, by its 
references to Egyptian gods and its strongly material tone. It uses 
the simile of a good satrap who bestows the fruits of victory upon 
the vanquished. This implies the Persian rule in Egypt, 626-406 B. o. ; 
and the only known source for the simile is the plunder of Gyrene 
about 618 B.C., when much treasure was brought into recently con- 
quered Egypt. The writing may then be dated about 610 B.O., or 
certainly before 410 b.c. The sermon of Isis to Horus is the con- 
tinuation of the same writing. 

The Definitions of Asclepius to King Ammon {Corp^ Herm.y xvi), 
expresses abhorrence of translation into Greek, and of Greek ideas 
and language.' This points to a time before Philadelphus when 
translation was general ; and being addressed to an Egyptian king 
(Ammon being the mystic father of all the kings), yd hatiim the 
Greek, it cannot refer to a later king than the last Egypnw, Neoilmebo, 
369-342 B. c. ^jb may then be placed about 360 B. o. ^ 

The Perfect Sermon^ translated by Apuleius (or some oth^ early 
Latin-African), must have been written before the time of Constantine 
by the references of Laotantius, and still earlier by the style of the 
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llie allusions in it are not later than the first or 
oentiiry ; the ’Worship of sacred animals, and wars on their 
the vrathfnl Ids^and the central importance of Egypt all 
this. It is impossible, therefore, to put the statement of the 
dbs^otioin of the worship to the Christian triumph in 389 a.d. under 
TheodosiaB. The historical allusions are, to Egypt being the trans- 
fercfnee of heavenly governance to earth — referring to the heavenly 
desoent of the kings, which ended with Nectanebo ; to foreigners 
newly filling the land — ^which could be no novelty after the Mace- 
donian occupation ; to neglect and proscription of Egyptian worship — 
i^Mrhioh was never hindered between the Persian attack on the religion 
’^iuid culture at the conquest in 340 b.o. and tho Christian attack in 
389 a.d.; toScythians and Indians being the typical extreme foreigners, 
— as they were in the Persian army, but never since ; and to a very 
bloody war. All of these details are true of the violent Persian wreck 
of the country and its rebgion in 342 to 332 b.o., but none of them 
can be fixed to any later date before the limits when the document 
was well known. It must be dated, therefore, about 340 B. c. 

In the treatise About the Common Mind {Corp. Herm., xiii), in- 
tellectual man is said to occupy Egypt, Persia, and Greece. This 
could not be written after the fall of Persia and the rise of Syria and 
Italy. 

If the longest Hermetic writings thus belong to the Persian age, 
it is probable that the whole group are not far removed from that 
period. 


9 

NOTES ON SOME PAINTINGS FROM POMPEII 
REFERRING TO THE CULT OF ISIS 

Bv Fbbihbrr Fr. W. von BISSING. (Abstract) 

1^33 spimg I had occasion to re-examine the frescoes relating to 
the cult of Isis, which are now preserved in the Naples Museum, 
^veral details appear to me not to have been hitherto well understood, 
aijtdi in some oases other monuments of Graeco-Boman Egypt seem to 
afford interestmg analogies, even if they do not contribute much to 
the illlerpTettraon. For instance the ewers carried by two priests of 
Isis on the fresco published by Guimet ^ are surrounded at the 
bottolRby a wreath of roses. An exactly similar wftath covers the 
foot of one of the so-called Canopic jars of Boman times in my 

' L'lsU romaine, pi. vii : Naples fresco, 8972, 
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pointed ones; but .VMee of u son^^t borc|()ne 0l|iipe/tiritb 
Ini|^ spouts and handles^ are known amongst the sentidlcai^ Coptic 
metal ressels (published in my MeiaSffefiii^^ and Stab^go^slqi^ Jtojitf- 
sche Kunat \ and offer a certain analogy to the Pompslah feeseoes. 
I may say at the same time that the vessels which the bearded priests 
hold are simply ilie ^\^ell-kno^\^l Sitidae in their characteristic late 
shape (cf. my Metallgefasse, pi. xii), and in no way imitate the form 
of a human breast. < " 

It seems surprising at fiist to see priests of Isis and Osiris wearing 
beards ; we are so accustomed, both in classical tradition and in ancient 
Egyptian statuary, to find priests with head and face clean-shaved 
that we readily believe the custom to have been universal. And yet 
there is more than one example extant of bearded priests of Hellenistic 
or Roman times. It may be sufficient here to quote the so-called 
Barracco Caesar which I still consider represented a Sothis priest, 
and a head in black granite from Dimeh, now in the Glyptothek at 
Munich (and soon to be published in my Denkmaler ) ; where we 
see a man wearing a full beard and short but slightly curled hair, w^ho 
is shown to be a priest by a fillet ending in two lotus-buds above his 
forehead. Fillets of this description are regularly worn by priests 
in Ptolemaic Egypt, and we see Harpocrates w^earing lotus-buds 
exactly like these on Roman terra-cotta figures from the Fayoum. 

It seems to me very probable that the frescoes now in the Naples 
Museum go more or less directly back to Alexandrian paintings. 
More than one detail is wholly Egyptian, and has not always been 
rightly understood. On the great fresco showing the priest carrying 
the water-jar out of the holy of holies,^ we sec a priest standing next 
to the altar, and holding in his right hand a fan. Fans of this kuid we 
know’ to have been already used in the Old Kingdom to kindle the 
embers, and even in th<\se days they are to be found in most Egyptian 
kitchens. They often consist simply of the wing of a fowl, l^ght 
in front of the altar two ibises are depicted. Ibises certainly lived 
in the Alexandrian Isaeum, and were there kept by the priests. But 
it seems that at Pompeii, at any rate, instead of keeping live birds* 
statues of them were placed there. The Naples Museum has two 
%uresof ibises^ of about natural size, imitating by different materials 


' Naples fresco, 8563. 

* e.g. Nor. 3431 and 3500. 

* e.g. PI. XXX. 

« Guimet, Vlaia ftmama* pL vUi : Helfcigf 11I2L 
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th» «*J^t or 000M4 Airt. ®ie«» wew found »t Pompeii in the 
It^ ii»d been used there to represent the living 

% in th»t, J«us« as in the frescoes, palm-groves and 

gardens iMiTronnded the sanctuary ; but certainly at Pompeii there 
ytM £^t£s Sjpaoe for an^rthing of the kind ; and the existence of evidently 
lai^ gSrdmw surrounded by walls in the immediate neighbourhood 
of the Isaeum, as shown on both the frescoes, seems to me a certain 
proof thattheseptdntings picture not the temple of Isis at Pompeii but 
some more important sanctuary, probably the one at Alexandria. 
It is alan evident thid the architecture of the frescoes in no way agrees 
with the actual tenujuns at Pompeii. 

But the most remarkable diifermice between the old descriptions 
and the iiesttlis of the reeent careful examination is in regard to the 
other great fresco.^ It has generally been considered that a negro or 
Ethiopian was dancing there in front of the cella, and various reasons 
have been alleged for this dance . he was said to represmt the 
Nile god, as on his head he wore w'ater- plants. It is, how ever, difficult 
to believe that any Egyptian w-ould have i ccogni/.ed ‘ Father Nile ’ 
in this disguise^ and it seems very improbable that the Nile god should 
dance oh any occasion. We know him bringing offerings on old 
Eg 3 rptian monuments ; we see him lying as a venerable old man in 
the celebrated Vatican statue ; as an old bearded man, although not 
always in venerable positions, we find him reprcbciited in Alexandrian 
terra*<sottas. Even in the Isis temple itself there existed a picture 
of the Nile god as an elderly man with a large beard, namely, on the 
fresco of the arrival of lo in Egypt.* t’ould the Nile god be represented 
twice in so absolutely different a way '' 

Even in the bad copies which have licen published some interesting 
details may be seen. The face of the daneei lesembles a mask of 
an animal more than that of a human being, and the body as well as 
the forehead and arms is covered with liair. In fact, it is not a negro 
but the god Bes, who is dancing here. Instead of the usual feathers 
he seems to bewearingwater-plants on his head ; but in some terra-cottas 
of Boman times we see upon the head of Bes a cow* wandering through 
papyrus bushes ; on other occasions the god is wearing a lotus flower 
or pahu-leaves on his head. The absence of the feather crow n does not 
seem to me an insurmountable objection to the explanation of the 
dancing mun as Bes.* I may add that several competent persons 
whom I asked to examine the original with me w'cro quite convinced 
this new interpretation. Of course it is not the god himself who 
is dancing, but a juiest playing the part of the god. , 

* Qa!inet» op. dt, pi. ix: Hclbig, 1111. 

« 138. 

JtiirbtiiCh oUerMehsUti Kaiaerhauaes, vi. p. 83. 
ft2 
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Bes is known to be a god of the dance from the earliest times, and 
already in the age of the Pyramids the dwarf dances * the dance of 
the god \ We know him to have been connected with the cult of Isis 
and Osiris, although we have as yet no particulars about his role. So 
we need not be astonished to find Bes dancing here before the sanctuary 
of Isis. Nor need the performance itself surprise us. Schaefer, in his 
remarkable essay on the Osiris mysteries, has shown that at least as 
early as the xiith dynasty the ancient Egyptians used to perform 
the holy scenes of the life and death of Osiris ; and he has collected 
many passages referring to similar religious dramas. We now see 
that even in Alexandrian times these ihysterios were carried on, and 
that priests disguised as gods used to appear before the. public. We 
may also quote the fact recorded by Plutarch that Cleopatra disguised 
herself in public as Isis ; which she evidently can only have done on 
the occasion of festivals, when she played the role of the goddess. 
The custom itself was extremely old. On the Abusir reliefs from the 
sanctuary of the sun-god we see priests wearing the skins of dogs 
above their heads. Several statues, mostly of Saitic times, but probably 
copying an Old Kingdom fashion, show priests of Thoth with the 
skins of apes on their heads and shoulders. The priest imitates the 
appearance of tlic god, to make himself agreeable to the god, and to 
make his own power uqual to that of the god. He becomes the likeness, 
the incarnation of the god. From this to the custom of appearing 
as a god before the worshippers, and of performing the life and death 
of a god there is only one step. 
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PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS 

B\r MOllRIS JASTROAV 

Permit me by way of introduction to give expression to a sense 
of embarrassment at being asked to preside over a section which 
comprises so many distinguished scholars far wortliier of the honour 
which the Local Committee has seen fit to confer upon me. 

I am reminded of an utterance of Herbert Spencer that honours 
should not be conferred at the end of a inan'^s career as an acknow- 
ledgement of results achieved, but that they should lie offered as an 
encouragement to those who are engaged in their life’s work and at 
a time when sucTi honours can act as a further stimulus. It is in 
this sense that I gratefully accept the appointment, and with it the 
task of placing before you a survey of recent work and progress 
within the field of Semitic religions, and more particularly since the 
last International Congress for the History of Religions held in Basel 
in 1904. Before, however, recounting our gains, let us briefly recall 
our losses and pay our tribute to the memory of those who have 
been called away from their labours. Since the Basel Congress, the last 
of the pioneers in the young Science of Religion has passed away. 
I refer to Albert R^ville,^ the first occupant of the chair for the 
History of Religions at the College do France, whose name will 
always be associated with those of Max Mullei* and Cornelis F. 
Tiele — the trio to whom is so largely due the progress in the 
historical investigation of religions, and above all the present position 
of the study of religion in the realm of sciences. While Reville’s chief 
activity lay outside the field of Semitic religions, it touched this 
field at various points, notably in the last of his larger publications, 
a most valuable study of Jesus, representing the ripe fruits of a life- 
time’s occupation with one of the most important themes in the whole 

^ Born April 3, 1826 ; died Oct. 25, 1906. For a full account of Albert 
R^ville’s career see the article by P. Alphandery in the Revue de fllietaire dee 
BeligianSj^yoL liv, pp. 401-423. 
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domain of religious history.' Nor should we omit to mentipn the proof 
that he gave of that keen sympathy with present-day prb^iems^ which 
the scholar living in the seclusion of his study is in constant danger 
of losing. At an advanced age he threw himself with the vigdur of 
youth into the public arena, to raise his voice for truth and 
justice.® i 

Alas ! that we are also called upon to mourn the loss of his 
distinguished son, Jean Reville.® Albert Reville died full of years 
with his life’s work accomplished. Jean Reville was snatched away 
in the midst of his labours. During ^the short incumbency of his 
father’s chair to which he was chosen as the natural successor, he 
maintained the high standard established for it. Many will miss his 
genial presence at this Congress, to which he himself had looked 
forward with intense joy, and in which he was to have taken a 
prominent part. Indeed, to Albert and to Jean Reville is due 
the initiative for holding these International Congresses; and it 
seems appropriate, therefore, to i-ecall at this moment the eminent 
services rendered by father and son to the important cause to 
which they devoted their energies and activities. 

Jean R«Jville’s studies, while covering mainly the early centuries 
of the Christian Churches, extended backward into pre-Christian 
times, and several smaller publications bear witness to his grasp of 
the spirit of the religion of the Hebrews, both in its earlier and in its 
later phases. Numerous articles and reviews in the Revue de rUistoire 
des Religions, which he conducted with such sig^nal success for over 
twenty years, show the wide scope of his attainments in the general 
field of Semitic religions. 

Coming to the closer circle, the names of Bernhard Stade and of 
Samuel Ives Curtiss will naturally rise to our lips. In Stade,* Old 
Testament and general Semitic scholarship lost one of its most dis- 
tinguished as well as one of its most useful representatives. Within 
the compass of his comparatively short life he accomplished more 
than is given to most who have rounded out their careers. His 
Hebrew Grammar and Hebrew Dictionary are standard compilations. 

* Jitus de Nazareth (Paris, 1896 ; 2iid ed., 1906). 

* J^t itapea d^un Intelletdml d propos de rt^ffdtre Drepfue (Paris, 1898). 

* Bom Nov. 6, 1854; died May 5, 1908. For an account of his life and 
works see P. Alphand^ry and Eugene de Faye in Revue de fHietoire dee Briigiane, 
vol. Ivii, pp. 269-2{6. 

* He died Dec. 6, 1906. See August von Gall’s sketch in the Z^teehrift fdr 
AUteetamentHche Wieeeneehaft, 1907, pp. i-xix, with a bibliography of Stade’s 
writings. 
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Within the field of religious history, his large work on the JJi^torx/ 
qf the Pe^^ qf Israel and his Biblical Theology are monuments 
of careful scholarship in combination with rare acumen. He 
excdQed in constructive and reconstructive synthesis of the results 
of critical investigations, to Avhich he himself largely contributed 
throi^h numerous technical articles appearing in the Zntschrifl 
fur'^MUtestamenUiche WissenscJiaft^ which he founded and which 
he continued to edit until his death. Samuel Ives Curtiss, who 
participated in the Congress at Basel, likewise died in the prime 
of life, while engaged in exploring still further the new avenues of 
investigation which he had opened up, and which gave promise 
of shedding more light on Old Testament problems. Passing 
ov«* the names of Professors Otto Pfleiderer and Albrecht Dieterich, 
whose activity lay in the more general field of the Philosophy of 
Religion and in the study of symbols and rites, it still remains for 
me to recall tliat in Jules Oppert and Prof. Eberhard Schrader 
there have passed away the last two of the pioneers iji another 
youthful science — Assyriology. Jules Oppert was among those who 
laid the foundations for the decipherment of the Babylonian-Assyrian 
inscriptions. Though covering in his activity the entire field of 
Assyriology, his main work lay in philology and in the interj)re- 
tation of the annals and of the legal and mathematical texts rather 
than in the field of religious history. Schrader was tlie fii*st in 
Germany to take up the study of the cuneiform inserriptions, and, 
thanks to the sound philological method which he employed, 
succeeded in dispelling the scepticism still prevalent in regard to 
the key to the decipherment of the Babylonian-Assyrian script. 
Schrader's chief claim to grateful acknowledgement at a Congress 
of this nature rests upon his endeavour to apply the new material 
embodied in the recovered remains of Babylonian-Assyrian literature 
to the elucidation of the political and religious history of Israel. 
The importance of his Cuneiform Inscriptions and the Old Testament 
(first issued in 1882) is sufficiently attested by the two editions which 
he prepared, by the English translation which was made of the 
second edition, and by the continuance of the publication, though 
along new lines, through two distinguished contemporary scholars — 
Professors Hugo Winckler and Heinrich Zimmern. 

The name of Winckler brings us to one of the most signi- 
ficant of recent movements in the domain of ’studies, bearing 
on the history and interpretation of Semitic religions. Whatever 
one’s attitude may be towards tbe astral-mytbological key which 
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Winckler has put forward and with which he proposes to unlock 
the mysteries and intricacies of ancient Oriental thoughjfc, and to a 
large extent, also, of ancient Occidental thought, certainly the views 
of the school which he has gradually gathered around him can no 
longer be ignored. Next to Winckler, Dr. Alfred Jeremias is the 
chief mouthpiece for the ancient Oriental world-conception (‘ Altorien- 
talische Weltanschauung’) which is supposed to underlie /Baby- 
lonian culture in its various phases, and which through Babylonia 
and Assyria spread throughout the East and West. Wielding a 
facile pen, as does Winckler himself,* Jeremias understands how 
to present the views of the school in a manner more palatable to 
those who have leanings towards orthodoxy in matters of religion 
than is the case in the coldly rationalistic colouring which marks 
Winckler’s writings. 

Let me endeavour to state as briefly and as simply as possible 
the Winckler- Jeremias thesis which so directly touches on Semitic 
religions in general. Behind the literature and cults of Babylonia 
and Assyria, behind the legends and myths, behind the pantheon and 
religious beliefs, behind even the writings which appear to be purely 
historical, lies an astral conception of the universe and 'of its phenomena, 
affecting all thought, all beliefs, all practices, and which penetrates 
even into the domain of purely secular intellectual activity, including 
all branches of science cultivated in antiquity. According to this 
jistral conception, the greater gods were identified with the planets, 
and the minor ones with the fixed stars. A scheme of correspondence 
between phenomena in the heavens and occurrences on earth was 
worked out. The constantly changing appearance of the heavens 
indicates the ceaseless activity of the gods, and since whatever 
happened on earth was due to divine powers, this activity represented 
the preparation for the terrestrial phenomena, and more particularly 
those affecting the fortunes of mankind. So far we can accept the 
theory of the new school, but the ways begin to divide with the 
further insistence that this conception of the imiverse involves ex- 
tensive astronomical knowledge in early times, such as the theory 
of the precession of the vernal equinox, and that, furthermore, all 
myths and legends and even historical events were so closely 
associated with this astral theology as to be interpreted in terms 
which reflect the movements of the sun, moon, and planets, and the 
other phenomena of the starry universe. Proceeding further, it is 
claimed that the astral-mythological cult of ancient Babylonia became 
the prevailing ‘Weltanschauung’ of the ancient Orient, and that 
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whether we turn to Egypt or to Palestine, to Hittite districts or to 
Arabia, we diall find these various cultures under the spell of this 
conception. It is impossible at this time to enter into details. For 
these one must be referred to the numerous monographs of Winckler 
and Jeremias,* but attention should at least be called to the manner 
in which this theory is applied not only to the traditions in Genesis, 
but in other of the sacred books. Not merely the patriarchs them- 
selves become personifications of the sun or moon, but incidents 
recorded of them are variations of certain ‘ motifs ’ (to use the musical 
term) whose real significande is to be found when transfeiTetl to 
phenomena in the heavens. This peculiar intellectual process is 
extended far down into periods that are definitely historical, and it 
is claimed that even in the case of the Hebrew monarchs like David 
and Solomon, the chroniclers and annalists are so under the spell 
of the astral world-conception that, in giving expression to historical 
incidents, they cannot avoid the form and formulas of astral-mytho- 
logy. Winckler sums up the wide scope of the theory by saying 
that there have been only two ‘ Weltanschauungen ’ in human history 
— the ancient Oriental and the modern scientific conception of the 
universe — and that the sway of the former may be traced to the begin- 
ning of the new era of scientific thought. 

It is not my purpose here to enter into an extended discussion 
of the theory, and I must content myself with pointing out that what 
seems to me to be its main defect is the ambition of its advocates 
to apply it indiscriminately. It is banl to believe that there should 
be a single key to unlock all mysteries and problems of antiquity 
or even of the ancient Orient ; but even if such a key exists, it 
.seems almost preposterous to suppo.se that we should be in possession 
of it, when so much of the early history of the Orient is .still obscure 
and so much more still unknown, awaiting the spade of the explorer 
and after that the patient ingenuity of the decipherer. The atl- 

* See especially the following works of Winckler : Artil/iKch-Semitkck-Oneii- 
taliach (1901) ; Die Weltanschauung des Alien Orients *(1904) ; llimmets- uud 
WeUenMld der Babylmier als Grundlage der Weltamnhuimug nud Mgthn/ogie alter 
Vaiker (1903) ; Der Alte Orient und die Gesehichtsjbrschiing (190(5) ; Die tmliglonisrhe 
WeltschSfjfung (1900) ; Die hahylonisehe Geisteskultur in ihreu lleziehungen xur 
Kulturentwickelung der Menschheit (1907) ; and of Jereniias : Das Alte TestanmU 
im Lichte des Alien Orietits (2nd ed., 1900) ; Die Panlmtiglonisten : Der Alte Orient 
und die itggptisehe Religion (1907) ; hahglonisches im Neuen Testament (1906) ; Das 
Alder der babglonxschen Astronomie (1908). Die entire theory received its 
stimulus from the elaborate work of Eduard Stucken, Astralmythen der Hebriler, 
BahgUmier und Aegypter in five vols. (Leipxig, 1890-1907), which applies the 
* astral ’ test to the myths of various peoples. 
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monition of festina Zente^ always in place in mattons of scholarship, 
must be particularly home in mind in the case of theories,- theses, 
and hypotheses involving wide generalizations ; and one reason 
perhaps why the theory has not met with more sympathy among 
conservative scholars is an apparent impatience on the part of its 
advocates, who proceed by leaps and bounds rather than step by step. 
The result is that the weak spots of the theory are seized upon by 
opponents and somewhat unduly emphasized. I personally bdieve that 
Winckler and Jeremias have succeeded in showing the wide influmice 
exerted by mythological ‘ motifs ’ over the beliefs and mental attitude 
of a considerable portion of the Orient, and that the connecting link 
Ijetween Oriental and Occidental culture is to be sought within this 
held. There is also every reason to believe that the Euphratean 
culture represents the source and mainspring of this influence, but 
I am inclined to believe that the age of the so-called ‘ Altorientalische 
AVeltanschaiumg ' has been exaggerated, and that it is a mistake 
to convert it into a formula for universal application. An astral 
theory of the universe is not an outcome of popular thought, but 
the result of a long process of speculative reasoning carried on in 
restricted learned circles. Even astrology, which the theory pre- 
supposes as a foundation, is not a product of primitive popular 
lancies, but is rather an advanced scientific hypothesis — advanced 
and scientific, naturally, in comparison with views regarding the 
universe and its government which belong to the child’s age in 
the annals of mankind. It is too early to predict the fate of the 
Winckler-Jereinias theory, except that it seems safe to say that it 
will not Ik; accepted in the rather extreme form in which it is at 
j)resent set forth. On the other hand, no scholar working in the field 
of Semitic religions nor in the general field of religious history can 
afford to be indifferent to it, much less to ignore it. There are 
indeed signs that the modifications which it will surely have to 
undergo are imminent, and that the definite results of the researches 
of its two indefatigable and leading advocates will ere long become 
part and parcel of our newly acquired knowledge. 

Prof. Jensen,^ striking out for himself, though on lines that betray 
the influence of the astral-mythological theory, interprets the Baby- 
lonian epic of Gilgamesh as representing, both in its entirety and in 
its special episodes, the course of the sun along the heavens, while 
Eabani, the friend of Gilgamesh and the second figure in the epic, 

‘ Oaa GUgatmtch-Epot in der WtUSleratur, vol. i (Strassburg, 1906). 
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symbolizes the earth. The main purpose of the work, however, 
is to set forth the wide influence of the epic in the ancient world. 
The title of the book, The GUgameah Epic in World-literature, 
expresses the author's main thesis that not only are traces of the 
tale to be found among many nations — which had been previously 
shown by several scholars — but that the story has so deeply entered 
into the traditions of various nations of antiquity, more particularly 
among the. Hebrews and Greeks, as to make those traditions 
practically forms and variations of the mythological themes and 
‘motifs’ — the terra used by Jensen himself — to be found in the 
Babylonian epic. The first volume, covering over 1,000 pages, 
deals with the Old and New Testaments exclusively. In a second 
he proposes to extend the investigation to the myths and traditions 
of the Greeks and Romans and no doubt to other groups. Jensen is 
nothing if not radical in the application of his thesis, and under his 
guidance the prominent figures in the pages of the Old Te.stament 
Abraham, Isaat*, Jacob, Joseph, Moses, Aaron, Joshua (of whom 
he recognizes two Old Testament traditions and suggests the possi- 
bility of a third), Elijah, Elishei, Saul and Samuel, David, Jonathan, 
Absalom, Jeroboam, and Ahijah, &e., &c., become a form either of 
Gilgamesh or of Eabani. The oppression of the Hebrews by the 
Egyptians is claimed as a parallel to the distress of the Erechites in 
Babylonia, which is recounted at the beginning of the Gilgamesh epic. 
Gilgamesh appears as the saviour, just as Moses releases the Hebrews 
from their plight. Gilgamesh is aided by Eabani, and in the same 
way Moses is joined by Aaron, Hence Moses is a Gilgamesh and 
Aaron is an Eabani. 

It would not be just, in the case of an eminent and meritorious 
scholar like Prof. Jensen who has given njany years to the preparation 
of his work, to attempt a brief criticism. Researches of this character 
can neither be accepted nor dismissed with a few words. The 
illustration I have chosen will, however, show at once the strength 
and the weakness of the method followcfl by Jensen. Parallel touches 
in historical events, separated by centuries and by vast tracts, are 
proverbially common, and when events of the remote peist become 
blended with nature myths there are added further parallels which, 
since these myths symbolize the same phenomena in nature, are 
almost inevitable. On the other hand, the very quantity of the 
parallds adduced by Jensen out of the wealth flf Old Testament 
traditions constitutes an argument in favour of his general thesis 
that cannot easily be pushed aside. Making due allowance for the 
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play of coincidences^ and for the rather artiBcial resemblances on 
-wbicb Jensen sometimes lays undue stress, there still remidns a suffi- 
cient residuum to justify the assumption that the Babylonian epic 
has, with the spread of the influence of Babylonian culture, 1^ its 
traces among the Hebrews, as it certainly did among the Greeks and 
possibly elsewhere. Whether the thesis can, however, be accepted in 
the wide application for which Jensen pleads may well be doubted. 
A scholar's thesis, which he lias produced and carefully nurtured, 
whose growth he has closely followed, which abides by him day and 
night, becomes his favourite child. Favourite children, petted and 
fondled, are apt to be somewhat spoiled — but that is no reason for 
consigning them to perdition. 

It must not be supposed that wide generalizations and largely 
applied theses sum up the work done within the domain of Assyriology. 
The past three years have been marked by a solid advance in our 
knowledge of the oldest and most difficult cuneiform texts, known as 
Sumero- Akkadian. This is in large measure due to a French scholar, 
Francois Thureau-Dangin, who has furnished a translation of the 
liistorical and votive inscriptions in Sumero- Akkadian ^ ; and since 
these contain a large amount of material bearing on 4:he Babylonian- 
Assyrian religion, Thureau-Dangin’s work represents a valuable con- 
tribution to this subdivison of Assyriology. The Sumero- Akkadian 
texts furnish in fact the basis for the study of the Babylonian pantheon 
as well as for the earlier forms of beliefs and rites. Dr. T. G. 
I’inches and Prof. Prince, of Columbia University, have also been 
active in this field ; and it is gratifying to add to these names that 
of a young scholar. Dr. Stephen Langdon, recently appointed to a 
special chair for Assyriological research at Oxford, whose activity in 
interpreting the Sumerian religious literature lias already borne good 
fruit, and gives promise for the future. 

l*rof. Zimmem, of Leipzig, pre-eminent in all that pertains to 
the domain of the Babylonian- Assyrian religion, has likewise devoted 
himself to the study of Sumerian hymns, with the result of advancing 
the interpretation of a number of them containing laments, chiefly 
on the part of the goddess Ishtar, for the lost Tammuz.’ The evidence 
thus brought forward for the early existence of an extended Tammuz 
cult is most significant. Complementary to the hymns lamenting 

' In French — Lei fnscripHont de Sumer et dC Akkad (Paxis, 1905) i in German — 
Die mmeriechen und akkaditchen KSrUgiinichriften (Leipzig, 1007). 

* ' Sumerisch-babylonische Tamuzlieder’ {BerichtederKgl. Silcht. Get. d. Wiee., 
Philol.-Histor. Klaise, voL lix, pp. 201-262). 
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the decline and decay of vegetation as symbolized by the death of 
Tammuzi we should expect a cycle of exultant songs celebrating the 
return of Tamn^uz. in the spring, after the winter rains have ceased. 
The results of my own work, which happens to fall within the same 
field of Babylonian- Assyrian religion, I shall have occa.sion to touch 
upon in a paper for the Semitic section. 

In passing from Assyriology to Old Testament studies, we come 
fron^ one of the youngest of the sciences to one of tlie oldest ; and 
yet even here we find scholars still engaged upon problems which liave 
all the aspect of being funt^menta). It is, indeed, somewhat of 
a disappointment to find results that only a few yeai's ago appeared 
definite, questioned and rather seriously questioned. It is not 
merely the adherents of the Winckler-Jeremias theory who have 
taken up an attitude of opposition to the reconstruction of the 
religious history of the Hebrews on the basis of the critical work of 
the past two generations associated with such names as Reuss, Graf, 
Ewald, Kuenen, Dillmann, Robertson Smith, Wellhausen, Stade, and 
Budde ; but within the camp of the critical .school, there is at least 
one notable defection. Prof. Eerdmanns, occupying the chair of 
Kuenen at Leyden, begins a recent work ^ by the statement that he ‘ has 
cut loose from the critical school of Graf-Kuenen- Wellhausen He 
questions the very starting-point of the development of Old Testament 
criticism, — the distinction of somces in the Pentateuch by Astnic 
in 1763, through the diflerentiation in the use of Elohim and 
Yahweh. According to Eerdmanns, the use of Elohim in the Book 
of the Covenant does not refer to the God of Israel, but is to be 
taken as a plural, and he endeavours to apply this view to the stories 
in Genesis, which he claims even in their latest form show a polythe- 
istic colouring. He regards as the fundamental error of the school in 
which he was reared the assumption that the older sources have been 
re-edited and reshaped from a strong monotheistic point of view, with 
the intent of making them accord with the teaching and spirit of the 
great advocates of Hebraic monotheism — the prophets. The very 
existence of the ‘Priestly Code’ — one of the bulwarks of modem 
Biblical Criticism — is threatened by Eerdmanns’ radical thesis. 

It is too early to predict the effect of this bombshell in the 
critical camp, but one is inclined to question a priori whether the 
work of generations can be undone in so simple a fa.shion — unless 
indeed we assume the position that there are no, such things as 

* AUtertamentUdie Studien (Giessen, 1908) : I. die KompoiUion der Genetit, IL die 
Votyetehichte laraeU. 
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definite lesults in and that f^nentide work rept^aents isiersly 

the ayringlngof a p^dulum from one side to the agreeable 

play, but not thoroughly real. To be sure, there is this to be said on 
the other side — namely, that the critical school has gone too %r in the 
attempt to distinguish further sub-sources within main: currents. 
When single verses are broken up into three sections, a, 6^ and c, 
and each assigned to a different writer or to tlm rapresmitative of 
a different school of thought, it is not surprising that a reaction 
should set in. I nscall a remark that Henan was in the habit of 
making in his lectures at the College de France, to wit, that if the 
composition of the Hexateuch had been as complicated a process as 
some of the adherents of the critical school were inclined to believe, it 
was hopeless to expect modern scholarship to be able to trace it in 
detail. We must, I think, content ourselves with a recognition of 
the 7nain currents uniting in the stream of the literary methods 
followed by the schools of Hebrew writers and compilers, and accept 
the warning not to carry too far a critical analysis of texts that have 
gone through so many vicissitudes. On the other hand, nothing 
can be more foolish than to suppose that, because the critics cannot 
agree on questions of detail, the results of scholarly investigation 
are not to be trusted or to be rejected. Scholarship of the highest 
order necessarily reaches out beyond the collection of mere data and 
material to tasks involving interpretation, synthesis, and reconstruc- 
tion. In these realms there is ample play for the ind^dual mind, 
and it is here likewise that with increase of knowled^ and with the 
better understanding of material already secured, modifications of 
views and changing trends of thought are to be frequently expected. 
The historical and the exact philological method applied during three 
generations to the Old Testament has— it may safely be said — ^yielded 
certain definite results that can only be questioned if we question 
the right to apply the method holding good in all other domains 
to a literature that is regarded as sacred by a large proportion of 
mankind. 

An admirable piece of constructive work that is well calculated to 
inspire confidence in the work of the critical school is Prof. Karl 
Budde's history of Old Testament Literature,^ to which Prof. A. 
Bertholet has added the chapters on the Apocrypha and Pseud- 
epigrapha. Differing from the ordinary Introductions by its treat- 
ment of the subject from the point of view of literary construction, 
the position of the work in a series devoted to the literatures of 

* Gegchichte der althebrilitehen Liiteratur (Leipzig, 1006). 
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the East ' is in itself a noteworthy feature. ' Carefully avoiding 
questions of detail, especially those still in dispute, Budde presents 
in general outlines the direction taken by the ancient Hebrew 
literatui^ in the course of its development, from the days of the 
kii^om in which he places the beginnings of literary efforts to the 
thrediolid of the Christian Era. 

The story told lii an agreeable and vivid style betrays the sure 
hand of the^ master, and I single the work out here because it forms 
a suitable t^t by which to gauge the actual butcome of modem 
^scholarship. No one who ipads it can doubt for a moment the 
positive results of what is still sometimes decried as destructive 
scholarship. One feels here that doubtful hypothesis and mere 
speculations have been left behind, and that while much remains 
obscure and may for a long time remain so, we are marching on 
solid ground. 

The same impression of solidity is made by another production, 
completed since our last Congress and, as I have no hesitation in 
pronouncing, one of the most important contributions to the study 
of the Hebrew religion. I refer to the Hebrew Dictionary which 
still bears on its title-page the honoured names of Wilhelm Gesenius 
and Edward Robinson, but which is practically the work of three 
scholars of the present generation. Brown, Driver, and Briggs® ; with 
the lion’s share of the work falling to the lot of the chief editor. 
Prof. Francjia-,Brown. If the Bible is to be regarded as a source 
of inspiration, 'men the Hebrew Dictionary may be defined as *the 
banning of wisdom A study of the terminology of a religion 
frequently furnishes points of view that illumine an entire series of 
facts. Word studies have in fact played an important part in the 
analysis of the Hexateuch, and it is now possible to carry them on and 
to control the results in a manner which would have been regarded as 
a boon by the students of two decades ago. The entire work of three 
generations of critical study of the Old Testament is practically 
registered in this splendid production, which likewise uses the 
additions to our knowledge of Hebrew through comparative Semitic 
philology. 

The task of the lexicographer is both unselfish and thankless. 
He works in order to save work to others, and so largely is he limited 
to merely registering material that he has little opportunity for putting 

’ des Oatens, published by Amelang, Leipzig, comprising Arabic, 

Turkii^, Persian, Indian, Chinese, Japanese literatures, &c. 

* A Behrew and English Lejcieon of the Old Testament, Ac. (Oxford, 1802-1906). 
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his mm personality into his' oompilation. More fortunate & the 
oomf^er of a comm«itaty, and while it must be his first aim oen* 
scientiously to refleet present-day accepted knowledge»it is his privilege, 
at least in the case of disputed point^ to present his own views by the 
ude of others. A sign of the great activity prevailing in Old Testament 
studies is the large number of series of commentaries to the BiUe 
now appearing or recently completed. For various reastHU^ the first 
mention belongs to the International Series, which with succeed- 
ing volume assumes a more secure position in the world of scholarship. 
Amos and Hosea by the late President, Harper of the University of 
Chicago, Psalms by Dr. Briggs, and Ecclesiastes by Prof. Barton, 
represent the additions to Old Testament Books since 1905. In 
German we now have two series completed ; one edited by Nowack, 
the other by Marti, the former more detailed and r^ecting to 
a larger extent individual views, the latter admirably adapted to 
the needs of students by the concise form in which ite abundant 
material is presented. It is to be hoped that the interruption in 
the publication of the ‘ Polychrome ’ Bible is only temporary, and 
that the indefatigable editor, Prof. Paul Haupt, will be able to 
complete his large undertaking. 

An endeavour to secure an improved text of the Old Testament, but 
limited to such changes as reflect the consensus of modem scholarship, 
is represented by the Biblia Hebraica edited with the co-operation of 
a group of eminent scholars by Prof. Rudolph Kittel. The edition 
has been generally accepted as satisfactorily fulfilling its purpose, 
which is to furnish a common basis from which as a point of 
departure further critical work can be carried on. 

■ As still lying within the field of Old Testament religion, the 
unlooked-for discovery some years ago of material bearing on the 
life of the Jewish colonies in Egypt — so admirably edited by 
Messrs. Sayce and Cowley ^ — has been followed by further finds that 
illustrate the relation of these Jewish colonies to the Mother-Church 
in Jerusalem during the period of Persian supremacy. Perhaps the 
most significant feature of these new documents is the proof they 
furnish that the Deutcronomic ideal of a central and single sanctuary 
was not yet put into strict practice, since offerings are brought at 
a sanctuary outside of Palestine. 

‘ Aratnaic Papyri discovered at Amman (London, 1906). *' 

* Published by the Funk and VVag^alls Co. (New York, 1902-6) in 12 vole, 
under the general editorship of Isidor Singer. 
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^ of the Jewiah Encyclopaedia^ representi a contribu- 
tliMd A - the first order to the study of the Heligiou of the Ancient 
Hdbiiews aa well as to the earlier and later phases of Judaism reared 
eto the ancient foundations; and this testimony can be given to it 
desfHte the inherent defects of a first attempt at an undertaking of 
inch magnitude. As an adjunct to the Jewish Encyclopaedia one may 
refold ti»e Monumenta ludaica' — a most ambitious endeavour to 
compile sopie of the more important material in the extensive Jewish 
and Rabbinical Literature. The beginning is to be made with 
Gktrman translations of tha various Aramaic versions of the Old 
Testament knowrn as the Targums {Bibliotheca Targumica\ which is 
to be followed by a Talmudic series {Monumenta Talmudica), in- 
cluding a subdivision designated by the somewhat vague title of 
Babel-Bibel. It must be confessed that while the names of the 
editcm furnish a guarantee for scholarly work, the plan seems to 
be somewhat chaotic, and what has been issued is not calculated to 
inspire confidence. 

In this connexion let me direct attention to a capital little 
sketch of Judaism by Mr. Israel Abrahams of Cambridge, pub- 
lished in the Constable series of ‘ Religions Ancient and Modern ’ 
(London, 1906). Within a compass of one hundred pages the author 
outlines both the main currents in the development of this religion 
and its salient phases. The sketch merits a place by the side of the 
late James Darmesteter's essay, Coup d'oeil sur VHisUnre des JuffSf^ 
to which it may be regarded as, in a measure, complementary. With- 
out assuming an apologetic tone, Mr. Abrahams presents a sympathetic 
and at the same time a philosophic treatment of his theme ; and while 
intended, primarily, for a general public, the volume contains many 
fruitfiil su^estions of value also to the special student. 

Compilation of works summarizing the results of past investigations 
seems to be the order of the day. A large undertaking under the designa- 
tion * Kultur der Gregenwart aiming at a summary of our knowledge 
in all departments of research, includes a volume on Oriental Religions 
in which Israel is treated by Wellhausen, Babylonia and Assyria by 

1 Mvnumenta ludaUsa . . , herausg^^ben von Aniriist Wiiiische, Wilhelm 
Neumann und Moritz Altschuler (Vienna and Leipzig, 1906). 

• Paris, 1881. Also included in his volume Lett Prapkehuttf Israel {Paris, 1892); 
fSnglish translation in Selected Eseaye of Junuta Durmesteter (Boston, 1805). 

* Edited Paul Hinneberg (Berlin, 1905). The work Is to comprise four 
grand divisions, the first embracing religion, philosophy, language, literature, 
music, and art ; the second statecraft, sociology, and economics ; the third the 
natural sciences ; and the fourth the technical arts. 
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Carl BezokI, Islam by Gk)ldsriher, Egypt by Ermaoi India and E^ma 
by Oldenbeig, and Christianity by Harnack, Jiilicher, and othaMii The 
ind^atigable Dr. Hastings announces as ready the first volume o£ a 
Dictionary qf Religion and Ethica, To students of Semitic r^gimis 
as to students of religion in general, sudi a work, despite its neoessaiy 
gaps and imperfections, will be indispensable, and we may expect from 
it, when completed, as well as from a similar work to be publiriied 
in German,* a further stimulus to the historical study of the great 
religions of the past and of the religious problems of the present age. 

Within the field of Islam, likewise, the two most notable under- 
takings to be singled out in this rapid survey are works of compilation. 
After many years of preliminary labour, the publication of the 
Encyclopaedia qf Islam has begun," the international character of 
which is not only illustrated in its list of contributors, which indudes 
the Arabic scholars of two continents, but in the trilingual feature, 
the parts appearing simultaneously in English, Glerman, and French. 
The work is to consist of three volumes of about 1,000 pages each, 
and is to cover geography, ethnology, and biography as well as the 
religion proper. It is safe to say that there is no work in the whole 
domain of Semitic Religions more urgently needed. Such a work will 
serve to sum up the labours of the large array of brilliant scholars, from 
J)e Sacy, Fleischer, Ewald, and Dozy to Noldeke, de Goeje, Robertson 
Smith, Goldziher, Wellhausen, Margoliouth, Browne, Bevan, and Mac- 
dondd, and their pupils, who have devoted themselves to furnishing 
material for the historical study of Islam and who have made such 
notable contributions to the interpretation of Islamism in all its 
phases. 

Another undertaking of a large character, and all the more note- 
worthy because it is the work of one man, is the compilation of 
extracts in Italian translation from the chief Arabic sources for the 
study of Islam. Three large volumes of folio size, each containing 
over 600 pages, have already been issued by the indefieitigable Prince of 
Teano, under the title of Annali dell Islam.^ This brings the collec- 
tion of the material, which is arranged chronologically under suitable 

* Die Jteligion in Geschichte und Gegentoart, Handworterbuch in gemein- 
verstfiudlichcr Darstellung, unter Mitwirkung von Hermann Gunkel und Otto 
Scheel, herauegegeben von Friedrich Michael Schiele (TQbiugen, J. C. B.Mohr). 

* Enejfdopaedia of Islam, A Dictionary of the Geography, Ethnography, and 
Biography of the ^uhammedan Peoples. Prepared by a number of leading 
Orientalists under the supervision of Dr. M. Th. Houtsma, Editor-in-chief, Ac. 
(Leyden, 1006). 

* Annali delt Islam, compUali da Leone CaetarU, Principe di Teano (Milan, 1906). 
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headiligB embodying the chief events of each year> to the twelfth 
yeitr of the Hegira. The work will comprise nine volumes, with 
thiee additional volumes for indices. By the stupendous nature of 
tile undertaking Caetani links his name to those great compilers 
of the past, Assemani and d'Herbelot, and it is needless to add that his 
work will be an indispensable aid to every student of Islam. The 
elaborate introduction and the full discussions which Caetani adds to 
his extracts will facilitate the use of the sources from which he 
draws. Thus, by having extracts from various writers bearing on 
tiie same event brought before him, the special student is aided 
in his task of applying critical methods to separate the unreliable 
and manifestly false from what is trustworthy in the compilations 
of the Arabic historians. 

In a rapid survey of several general works on Mohammed and 
Islam that have appeared during the past three years, it is possible 
to refer only to Prof. D. S. Margoliouth's Mohamumd and the Rise of 
Islam (New York, 1905), which, however, also takes precedence of 
others by its thoroughness and by the literary charm of presentation. 
New sources have been used by the distinguished scholar, who brings 
to his task a wealth of learning that is not limited to one field, but 
extends to many others. Even moi’e important than some of the 
detailed points in the career of Mohammed^ more particularly of the 
influences by which he was surrounded, which are set forth in a new 
and striking light, is the keen and brilliant psychological analysis of 
the character and the methods of the Arabian prophet and leader. 
Data from Modem Psychology^ and more particularly the results 
of the scientific investigations of Spiritualism, as well as incidents in 
the history of Mormonism, are skilfully introduced to heighten the 
effect of the picture drawn by Prof. Margoliouth ; and if asked to 
single out a chapter in a work which should be read in its entirety, 
I should like to point to the one on Islam as a Secret Society ’ (by 
which he means the early years of the new faith) as a particularly 
striking illustration of the author’s method and of his masterly 
grasp of the subject. Passing by various contributions of Professor 
Goldziher to the elucidation of important features in Mohammedan 
theology ^ — the field in which he is the acknowledged master — let me 
at least mention in a word the important summary by Rene Dussaud 
of the results of epigraphical finds of the last decades in Syria, with 

' In the Zeitschrift der denUchen morgeidilndiftvhen Oesetlschajt , the Archiv 
fUr ReUgionswi88en9chaft y in the OrientalUchtt Studien in honour of Noldeke 
(Giessen, 1906), <&c. 



li^r beatingR on pre-lilamite days in %ria.* l!lie pnl of 
ihta«st to ils is the chapter on the pantheon revealing^ amoai^ other 
things, the extended worship of Allah and Allat, five or dx 'eentnvkis 
before Mohammed and in districts far removed from what had (Mb si^ 
posed to be centres of the cult of these deities. This worship pointsto 
a close connexion between various parts of Arabia in early da3n» — aeon- 
nexion that must also have been a factor in the work of MiiduuMned 
and his lieutenants in welding the Arabs into a united pe(^>le. 

Islam has an interest not merely to the student of the past, but 
also and no less to the observer of the present ; and with the growing 
contact between East and West it requires no gift of prophecy to 
predict encounters, both friendly and hostile, between the opposing 
forces represented by Christendom and Islamism. The task of the 
student of religions, whose eye is directed to the present, is therefore 
one of practical importance and not merely of intellectual or historical 
interest. To this category belong such works as Vollers' interesting 
volume on WeUreligionen (Jena, 1907), in which the main currents 
of thought in Buddhism, Christianity, and Islam are taken up and 
sympathetically discussed. An interesting parallel is suggested 
between the gospels representing various streams of tradition regarding 
.Tesus and the so-called Hadith literature, which aims to put together 
the traditions about Mohammed. Dr. C. H. Becker's monograjdi on 
Christenthum und Islam (Tubingen, 1907) also has bearings on modern 
conditions. He sees in Islam as in Christianity an offshoot of Orientid- 
Hellenistic culture and thought The modem influence of the Occi- 
dent on the Orient is discussed in Vambery’s Westlicher Kidtureinfliuss 
im Osten (Berlin, 1906), which sets forth the changes to be noted in 
Islam since 1875, when Vambtry’s work on ‘ Islam ’ appeared. 'That 
European influence has even penetrated into the famous Arabic 
University of Azhar in Cairo may be gathered from Arminion's 
VEnseiffnement, la Doctrine et la Vie dans les UniversiUs MusuJmames 
^i^ypte (Paris, 1907). 

A scholar combining a profound knowledge of the past of 
Islam with an extended study of its present condition and its 
practical workings is C. Snouck-Hurgronje, whose former work on 
Mecca revealed phases of life in the sacred centre of Islam that 
had escaped previous visitors. His keen powers of observation 
are manifested in the same degree in his recent study of Ishun 
in parts of the Dutch Indies under the title of The Adtehnese,^ It 

' Ren^ Dnssaud, Lett Arabes en Sgrie avant Plslafn (Paris, 1907). 

London and Leyden (1006). Translated by A. S. O’Sullivaa. 
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40yws>ia gi«At detail social conditions, cuBtoms^ rites, and laws of the 
natives Northern Sumatxa, and shows conclusively that Islam in 
tiiose distant parts is merdy a thin veneer over primitive rites and 
old’^cstablkhed customs which are only modified sufiiciently to make 
them accord on the surface with M<^ammedan orthodoxy. What 
Snouek-Huigronje lias done for the one extreme of the scope of 
Islamic influence, Bduard Doutt^ is doing for the other extreme*—* 
Morocco. ,His work,' when completed, will be an exhaustive study of 
rile rites and customs existing in this old bulwark of the most fismatic 
fivrm of Islam, towards whic|;i the eyes of all Europe are again turned 
at the present time. To these two works must be added as a third 
Lord Cromer's Modem Egypt (London, 1908), which, though written 
from a somewhat different point of view, has tliis in common with 
Snouck-Hurgronje's and Doutte's, that it represents the result of long- 
continued observation and study of present-day conditions in a country 
which has witnessed the enforced contact with a foreign civilization. 
With the profound changes going on under our very eyes in so many 
Islamic countries — in Turkey, Persia, Egypt, Algiers, and Morocco — 
and with others certain to follow upon such an important departure 
as is involved in the completion of the railway from Damascus to 
Medina — opened to traffic on Sept. 1 of this year — with the prospect 
of its extension to Mecca itself within a twelvemonth, the importance of 
such studies as those of Vambery, Siiouck-Huigronje, Doutt^ and 
Lord Cromer can hardly be overestimated in preparing us Europeans 
to grapple with the serious problems of the next decades. To under- 
stand a problem is half of its solution, and often the more difficult half. 

To understand one another sums up also in large measure the real aim 
in the historical and unbiased study of religions ; for religion has been 
everywhere and at all times the clearest and most significant expres- 
sion of a people's aims and its ideals — an un&iling symptom of a 
nation's peculiar genius. It seems to me that the student of religions 
should regard it as one of the privileges of the subject engrossing his 
attention that, though he study forms of religion which belong to the 
past, he is always in close touch with the present. A religion that 
unites all mankind has never yet existed and may always remain the 
dream of visionaries, but the touch of nature that makes all mankind 
of one kin is the power of faith— expressed in an infinite variety 
of forms — in the unseen and the unknown. The study of Semitic 

* MerrUkeeh (Paris, 1005). * 

® See the Daity Telegraph of Sept. C, 1908, and Martin Hartmann, * Die 
Mekkabahn ’ {OrientaiiHieehe lAteraturxeUung, xi. No. 1). 
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religions constitutes an especially striking illustratimi of this toith, 
not only because from centres of Semitic thought there have gone 
forth the three religions that have encircled the entire world, but 
also because the phases of rdigious thought and practice through 
which the Semitic groups have passed, fairly represent the chief 
varieties of religious faith, beginning with a materialisation of the 
powers dimly felt or more clearly recognized, and rising to the 
spiritualization of those same powers. 

1 have attempted in a rapid and a most imperfect survey to 
give you a picture of the manifold activity prevailing in some of the 
sections of this wide field. Portions of the field, apparently remote, 
and yet on that account no less important, I have not even been 
able to touch upon, but I trust at least to have shown you what 
a vast amount of work is being done by a comparatively small band 
of scholars, scattered throughout the world but who are united by a 
common interest in a great theme. We may feel confident that as the 
years go on the small band will grow to be a large one, for signs are 
everywhere apparent of a steadily increasing interest in the historical 
study of all religions. These Congresses have done their share in 
promoting this interest, and I feel sure that the one which we are 
privileged to bold in this ancient seat of learning, whence so many 
important movements for the advancement of human thought and 
human ideals have emanated as from a natural centre, will help also 
to dispel that indistinct fear of the study of religions which appears 
still to be felt in certain quarters. Religion has eveiything to gain 
and nothing to lose from a dispassionate study of its manifestations 
and its phenomena. 

To us coming from various quarters of the globe it is itself an 
inspiration to catch somewhat of the classic spirit of this beautiful 
spot. To be in Oxford is to drink from a font of wisdom that flows 
on perennially and to gather fresh strength for the larger tasks which 
each one of us hopes still lie before him. 
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A CHAPTER FROM THE BABYLONIAN 
BOOKS OF PRIVATE PENANCE 

By STEPHEN LANGDON. (Abstract) 

The most ancient liturgical literature which we possess in cuneiform 
characters iS Sumerian. From it the Babylonians borrowed not only 
their religious literature, but their principle of classification into public 
and private services. Of theSe the public services are evidently much 
the older. The earliest liturgical form evolved by the religious instinct 
of humanity was called ^ wailing to the flute ’ ; ^ and though some public 
psalms of the kind are really hymns of praise containing no indication 
of sorrow or penance, yet the title itself reveals the original motif. 
And not only this but the entire history of Sumerian and Babylonian 
religion, extending over a period of three thousand years, contains 
in the public services a dominant note of penance and fear of the gods. 
Religion is primarily a social expression of humanity, and it is the 
expression of their helplessness and their sinfulness. This does not 
imply that the Babylonian view of life was pessimistic ; their chief 
desires seem to have been long life, and descendants to minister to 
their cults in memory of the dead. Yet, after all, their public liturgies 
and psalms leave upon us, as they must have left upon them, an 
impression of indefinable longing to be more pure. 

Although the pubhc liturgical forms are the most primitive, yet 
services for private devotion have come to us from a very early period. 
It is, however, probable that the first rituals evolved for the benefit of 
the individual were incantations and magic acts for healing the afflicted, 
iVho were supposed to be in the power of the demons. So far as we 
now know these rituals were performed in small huts, outside the cities 
in the plains, and preferably by the river’s bank. If the symbolic act 
of magic were the use of holy water, the ritual was called ‘ Incantation 
of the hit rimki or house of washing \ or ‘ Incantation of the hU sald^ 
me or house of baptism ’ ; or, if the symboKc act consisted in employing 
salt and baked cakes, it was called ‘ Incantation of the bd nuri or house 
of light So then from very primitive times two kinds of sacred 
liturgies grew up, one of public penance and praise, another of incanta- 
tion for private persons. The former was confined to the temple, the 
second to small huts in the fields. 

* er-i^-ma, in Semitic Sigii ; for a list of titles of these ^alms see iv. Raw. 
53, col. iii. Several early Sumerian erSemma hymns have been published in 
Cuneiform Texts from (he British Museum^ pt. XV, some of which are translated 
in Bab^toniaca, vol. ii, and the entire collection in the writer’s Sumerian Psalms, 
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For the tem{de services^ which on the basis of tiie andirat psalms 
to the flute (or lyre) were elaborated at great length, the Baliytofniaiis 
set apart special days called ^Sabbath * days or days of public lammt.^ 
These were the seventh and fifteenth of each month, and perhaps also 
the twenty •'first and twenty-^eighth. 

But the Sumerians evolved a still higher liturgical form, called 
* prayers of the lifting of the hand % intended for private devotions in 
the temple. These were said by the worshipper, standing with right 
hand upraised before his god and the left hand placed across the 
waist ; at this early period grew up the practice of making small 
stone cylinders, upon which were incised a religious scene and the 
name of the owner, a dedication or some mark by which the cylinder 
could be identified from any other. These were used as private seals. 
Now the most common scene of all the many hundreds which have 
been found is the representation of the owner standing before his god 
with right hand upraised in adoration. He is most often represented 
as led to his god, who is seated upon a throne, by a minor deity and 
followed by another. This is of course a mere fantasy. Not until 
later times are seal impressions and seals found, on which the wor- 
shipper is represented as led to his god by a priest.^ 

It is not altogether safe to infer that no priest was present for 
the recitation of these private devotions. The great classification 
tablet of Sumerian and Babylonian liturgical literature [iv. Raw. 63] 
ends by saying, that these public and private temple services belong 
to the kalii priests or psalmists. Certain it is, at least, that the aiipu 
or priest of incantation had nothing to do with the temple services, 
which were confined to public and private devotions. It must be 
considered a backward step in the history of religion, when in Semitic 
times the aHpu priests were allowed to use the private prayers of the 
lifting of the hand in their incantation services. Naturally the * house 
of baptism ‘ house of washing,’ and * house of light ’ rituals represent 
the practical side of all ancient religion. That which seemed essential 
to the average man was to secure control of the unseen powers, since all 
evil came from the demons. The gods abandoned men because they 
were negligent, sinful, impure : the demons then possessed them and 
brought calamity, disease, and troubles of all Idnds. This idea is 
very primitive and is the practical side of the social and personal 
consciousness of imperfection, which gave rise to the temple services.^ 

^ For the derivation of Babylonian aapaUUf as meaning ^ lament see ZDM0*t 
1908, 29 f. 

* For a list of titlbs of Sumerian prayers of the lifting of the hand see iv. Raw. 
53, iii. 44-iv. 28. 

* As a matter of fact a large number of temple lamentation services originated 
in laments over the fall of a city, a pestilence, a drought, &c., which gave 
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of fact evecy one seems to have made use of the inoanta- 
tion ritnalst and the priests worked out kmg services by appropriating 
the private jurayets of the lifting of the hand and calling them incanta* 
tu^. The ‘ house of washing ’ ritual was used expressly for the king, 
who either in person or by a representative was required to say the 
M rktiki service in the dark of the moon, to avoid evil for his people. 
One set of tablets gave the prayers, now called incantations, which 
the king repeated during the ritual, and another set of tablets gave the 
accompanying ritual of the aSipa priests. We have, however, frag* 
mmits Of a bit rimJei service in which the priest said the prayers for 
the king. Here the evolutioit of ritual, in which the individual is 
lost and the service handed over entirely to the sacramental priest, is 
complete. 

Ebrtunately the material for studying the hU nuri or ‘ house of light ’ 
ritual takes us back to the period before the prayers of the * lifting of 
the hand ’ were taken over, and when the ritual meant what it was 
originally intended to be, viz. a service of incantation for an afilicted 
person, in which the incantations were said by the priest. It seems 
to have been customary to inscribe amulets with incantations from 
these various private rituals, to keep away the demons. It is from 
a little amulet in the shape of a clay tablet, in the possession of 
Father Scheil of Paris, that wo obtain the earliest incantation yet 
found from the bU nuri ritual. The inscription reads : 

Incantation of the house of light. 

Oh black bull of the deep,*^ 

Lion of the dark house. 

Thou who art full of . . . 

Thou of Marad, 

By ^maa who fills the world. 

By Ishtar who . . . , 

As for me who sit with hands upon my heart. 

May the sacred formula, the incantation ‘ house of light *, 
With salt free from pain(?). 

Formula of placing aaU at the hand. 

An amulet which dates from a period at least 2000 years later reads : 

Incantation of the house of light. Of Ninib councillor of the 
gods, beloved of the heart of Enlil am I. Against the god of the ^rk 
storm I watch. The sacred formula, incantation of the house of light, 
the darkness with light defeats. He who acts wisely (?).* 

a specific reason for the expression of the inborn and constant consciousness 
of fear and humility. 

* lefermioe is to Marduk, child of the god of the sea, tt) whom his father 
confided all the m 3 n 9 teries of the water cult. This theological evolution is earlier 
tbim the Hammurabi dynasty. The Scheil tablet cannot be later than 2600 b.o. 

* Lenormant, Ckoix de Textea, No. 27. Also copied by me. 
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For the eotlial use of one of the inoantations of the bU aori group 
we have the following from a medical text : 

H a person fall ill with colic, on the day of the illness cause him to 
ride in a makurru-hoat, cause him to embark, say the magical fmrmnla 
thus :-<-Incantation of the house of light. . . . Oh virgin daughter of 
Enlil, thou who lackest not str^gth, Zarpanit, thou who art all seeing, 
thou that waitest, thou that standest, thou that intercedest (?) 
intercede (?). Sacr^ formula, an incantation. This sacred formula 
repeat : he shall live.^ 

These examples illustrate how short formulae of this ritual were 
used for healing the sick and for amulets. Two of these charms (only 
one is given in this abstract) indicate that they protected against the 
powers of darkness. Both are late and reflect the astronomical stage 
of Babylonian religion, so that it would be hardly just to conclude 
that the service was originally performed against the evils att^dant 
upon eclipses, when the powers of darkness prevailed; but at least 
this was the case in later times. The formula on the Scheil tablet 
was used against disease, and so also the one in the medical text. 

We possess three long incantations of this ritual from the Sumerian 
period of which I shall give but one in this abstract. The service 
concerns the headache, and is valuable for showing how the Sumerians 
had worked out the incantation rituals before they were borrowed 
by the Semites.^ 

Incantation of the house of light. Namtar like a god invincible 
from heaven entered. He brought headache upon a man. Headache 
and pain at the throat he brought. Woe causing btdudu, painful fever 
he ushered in. To his hand his hand he extended ; to his foot his 
foot he extended ; over his hand his hands he passed ; over his foot 
his feet he passed. ‘ This man is the son of my hand, son of my 
foot is he.’ Marduk beheld it. To his father Ea, into his house he 
entered ; him he addressed. ‘ My father, Namtar, like a god in- 
vincible from heaven has entered. Upon a man he has brought 
headache. Headache and pain at the throat, &c. How he has sinned 
I know not, nor how to restore him.’ Ea answered his son Marduk ; 
* My son what knowest thou not, what can I add to thee ? As for me, 
what I know thou also knowest, and thou, what thou knowest I also 
know. Go my son Marduk ; this man, the child of his god pacify (?). 
Bread at his head place, rain water at his feet place. Smite the head- 
ache, the words of the curse of Eridu utter. Of his limbs the curse 
allay. May the headache ascend to heaven like smoke. Into the 
beneficent hand of his god restore the man.’ 

Formula of placing bread at the head. 

The reverse of the same tablet has a similar incantation, but here 
kneaded bread is placed at the hand. 

' Kiiohler, Medizin, Taf. i. 4-7. 

* CuTieifom Texts from the British Museum, pt. IV, plate 4. 
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Aooording to the aaoieiite wator was the symbol of w^dom, and the 
mysteries of incantation, the power to control unseen spirits by acts 
and formulae, belonged to the god of the sea. This wisdom revealed 
by tile father of the deep to his son Marduk was then revealed 1^ 
Marduk to the aiipu priests. The mysteries of the fire cult belonged 
also to them, since th^ alone possessed the mysteries of magic. 

I have already shown how the prayers of the lifting of the hand 
were originally designed for private penance or hymns of praise in the 
temples, andr*how these were incorporated into the incantation rituals 
and used as magical formulae. The nudif which lay behind this evolu- 
’tion is evident. In the sayiilg of private penance for sins the wor> 
shipper had not the comfort of an accompanying ritual. Moreover, 
the influence of the aiipu cult increased to such an extent, that the 
Babylonians and Assyrians confided the destinies of soul and body 
into its keeping. In the great rituals performed by them we find 
men no longer seeking to be healed, but to be forgiven. They now 
say their prayers in the houses of washing, of baptism, or of light. 
In other words the whole liturgy of private penance went over to the 
incantation cults ; to the priests who forgave with sacraments of 
holy water and holy bread, and who burned away sins by the 
symbolic acts of burning perishable things. 

The ritual of the bit nuri cult followed the analogy of the bU rimki 
and bit seda* me cults. After the Sumerian period prayers of the 
lifting of the hand began to appear here also. Of these two have 
been found,^ each accompanied by a ritual. In the long incantotion 
services for kings the ritual was separated from the prayers. We 
conclude, therefore, that the prayer and ritual here are for private 
penance : the prayer has passed into an incantation and a magical 
service is added. Several variants of one of these prayers exist which 
show that the prayer could be used in the bit nuri ritual, or in any other 
ritual which the priest and worshipper chose to use. I shall quote 
from a penitential prayer to Marduk to illustrate this phase of Baby- 
lonian religion. 

Incantation of the house of light. 

Hero Marduk whose anger is a destructive deluge. 

Who when appeased is a merciful father : 

Crying and not ming heard harass me, 

Sighing and no answer distress me. 
«•*»••••#* 

The sanctuary of life verily I seek, 

Since to have mercy thou didst command the gods. 

• . 

The great sin which from my infancy T have committed, 

Blot out, even seven times remove 

* King, MagiCt No. 11, and No. 22, 35-67* 
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heart as the heart of my father 
And of my mother, return to its place ; 

Oh heroic Marduk, I will sing thy praise. 

The prayer is fdilowed by a rituaHstio note to offer inoen^ 4>efore 
Marduk, to prepare ointment of oil, water, honey, and batter, and when 
the prayer is ended, to anoint the man.^ 

I shall close this paper by translating a section of the hit nitri ritual 
used for protection against evil omens of nature. The tablet is so 
damaged as to render it impossible to identify the natui^ of the other 
incantations upon it. The catch-line indicates that the next section 
was used for the king in time of evil portents. This is important ; for 
it proves that incantations and prayers, strung together each with its 
own ritual, did not follow one after the other in a Single service, but 
were drawn up as a corpus of selections for various purposes. 

Incantation of the house of light. Oh §amas, lord of heaven and earth, 
Establisher of right and justice, unbribable inquisitor, 

Bobed in splendour, enlightening the spirits of heaven and earth, 
Bestower of light upon pale-faced men. 

Lord of heaven and earth I seek thee, to thee I turn. 

Thy girdle cord I lay hold of as of the girdle cord of my god and goddess. 
Since to render judgement, to make decision, 

To bring peace to all rests with thee. 

Since thou knowest how to spare, to be merciful, to rescue. 

Daily I some one the son of his god, 

Whose god is so ard so, whose goddess is so and so. 

Stand before thy divinity. 

Thee I send unto the god who is angry with me, 

Unto the god who is enraged against me. 

The evil omens, the signs evil and unlucky (?) . . 

The evolution of this service, originally purely magical, but at last 
absorbing the higher forms of penance and consolation, cannot fail 
to set the whole problem of Babylonian religion in a clearer light. 
The sacramental element always allied to magic finally became necessary 
to the forgiveness even of ethical sin. The rituals of the magician in the 
fields gained an overshadowing importance upon the temple services. 
It is, in fact, these services that profoundly influenced practical religion 
down to the last century before Christianity.^ 

* The verb paSdSu is parallel to Heb. and is used also for anointing 

stones andsaored objects exactly as the Hebrew verb. So also a pa*U form paSfiu 
is used of one consecrated. by anointing, just as the Heb. In the rituals 

the significance is the purification from sin. 

* iv. Raw. 60 obv. 30-45. 

* This article is tinted in full in Babyloniaca, vol. iii, pt. 1. 
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TWO NOTES ON HEBREW FOLK-LORE 

By J. G. FRAZER 

§ 1. The Bird Sanctuary 

iw the eighty-fourth Psalm we read: ‘How amiable are thy 
tahernaolea, O Lord of hosts ! My soul longeth, yea, even fainteth 
for the courts of the Lord ; my heart and my flesh cry out unto the 
liyi^ . Qo(h Yea, the sparrow hath found her an house, and the 
swallow a nest for herself, where she may lay her young, even thine 
altars, O Lord of hosts, my King and my God.’ 

These words seem to imply that birds might build their nests and 
roost unmolested within the precincts and even upon the very altars 
of the temple at Jerusalem. There is no improbability in the sup- 
position that they were really allowed to do so ; for the Greeks in 
like manner respected the birds which built their nests on holy ground. 
We learn this from Herodotus. He tells us that when the rebel 
Pactyas, the Lydian, fled from the wrath of Cyrus and took refuge 
with the Greeks of C^me, the oracle of Apollo commanded his hosts 
to surrender the fugitive to the vengeance of the angry king. Thinking 
it impossible that the god could bo so merciless, I had almost said so 
inhuman, as to bid them betray to his ruthless enemies tlie man who 
had pot his trust in them, one of the citizens of Cyme, by name 
Aristonicus, repaired to the sanctuary of Apollo, and there going 
round the temple he tore down the nests of the sparrows and all the 
other birds which had built their little houses within the sacred place. 
Thereupon, we are told, a voice was heard from the Holy of Holies 
saying : ‘ Most impious of men, how dare you do so ? how dare you 
wrrenoh my suppliants from my temple ? ’ To which Aristonicus 
promptly retorted : ‘ So you defend your own suppliants, O Lord, 
but you order the people of Cyme to betray theirs ? ’ 

Again, we read in Aelian ^ that the Athenians put a man to death 
for killing a sacred sparrow of Aesculapius. In the great sanctuary 
of the Syrian goddess at Hierapolis on the Euphrates, the pigeons 
were as plentiful and as tame as they now are in the square of St. 
Mark at Venice.® We must remember that in antiquity the windows 
of temples as well as of houses were unglazed, so that birds could 
fly freely out and in, and build their nests, not oriy in the eaves, 
but in the interior of the sacred edifices. In his mockery of the 
* Herodotus, i. 157-169. * Aelian. Var. Hist., v. 17. 

• Lucian, De dea Syria, 54. 
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heatbra, the Chrigtian Fathei^, Clement of Alexandria, twits them 
with the disrespect shown to the gi;;eatest of their gods by swallows 
and other birds, which flew into the temples and defiled the images 
by their droppings.^ To this day in remote parts of Greece, where 
windows are unglazed, swallows sometimes build their nests within 
the house and are not disturbed 'by the peasants. The first night 
I slept in Arcadia I was wakened in the morning hf the swallows 
fluttering to and fro in the dark over head, till the shutters ^jprere 
thrown open, the sunlight streamed in, and the birds fleW out. The 
reason for not molesting wild birds and their nests within the precincts 
of a temple was no doubt a belief that everything there was^too sacred 
to be meddled with or removed. It is the same feeling whi6h prompts 
the aborigines of Central Australia to spare any bird or beast which 
has taken refuge in one of the spots which these savages deem holy, 
because the most precious relics of their forefathers are deposited 
there.* The divine protection thus extended to birds in the ancient 
world and particularly, as it would seem, in the temple at Jerusalem, 
lends fresh tenderness to the beautiful saying of Christ : ® ‘Are not 
two sparrows sold for a farthing ? and one of them shall not fall on 
the ground without your Father.’ We may, perhaps, please our- 
selves by imagining that these words were spoken within the sacred 
precinct at Jerusalem, while the temple sparrows fluttered and twit- 
tered in the sunshine about the speaker. 

§ 2. The Silent Widow 

The Hebrew word for a widow, alemanah (njD^K), is perhaps 
etymologically connected with the adjective illem (ol^N) * dumb 
If this etymology, which appears to be favoured by the authors of 
the Oxford Hebrew Lexicon, is correct, it would seem that the Hebrew 
word for a nidow means ‘ a silent woman Why should a widow 
be called a silent woman ? I suggest with all due diffidence that the 
epithet may be explained by a widespread custom which imposes 
the duty of absolute silence on a widow for some time, often a long 
time, after the death of her husband. Thus among the Kutus, 
a tribe on the Congo, widows observe mourning for three lunar months. 
They shave their heads, strip themselves almost naked, daub their 
bodies all over with white clay, and pass the whole of the three months 
in the house without speaking.^ Among the Sihanaka in Madagascar 
the observances are similar, but the period of silence is still longer, 

* Clement of Alexandria, Protre'pt.f iv. 52, p. 46, ed. Potter. 

* Spencer and Giilen, Native Tribes of Central Australia^ pp, 134 sq. 

* IMatthew x. 29. 

* Notes Analytigues sur tea CoUectiona Ethnographiquea du Muaie du Congo* 
tome 1, fascicule 2, Religion (Brussels, 1906), p. 185. 
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HMrtiiig for at least eight months, and sometimes for a year. During 
the whole of that time the widow is stripped of all her ornaments 
and covered up' with a coarse mat, and she is given only a broken 
apomi and a broken dish to eat out of. She may not wash her face 
OT her hmids, l^ut'only the tips of her fingers. In this state she 
remains all day long in the house and may not speak to any one who 
Alters it.^ Jlkmong the Kwakiutl Indians of North-West America 
days after the death of her husband a widow must sit motion- 
less, withdier knees drawn up to her chin. For sixteen days after 
that she is bound to remain on the same spot, but she enjoys the 
pdvilege of stretching hei>*legs, though not of moving her hands. 
Duaring all that time nobody may speak to her. It is thought that 
if any one dared to break the rule of silence and speak to the widow, 
he would bcponished by the death of one of his relatives. A widower 
has to observe precisely the same restrictions on the death of his 
wife.^ Similarly among the Bella Coola Indians of the same region 
a widow must fast for four days, and during that time she may not 
speak a word ; otherwise they think that her husband’s ghost would 
come and lay. a hand on her mouth and she would die. The same 
rule of silence has to be observed by a widower on the death of his 
wife and for a similar reason.^ Here you will remark that the reason 
for keeping silence is a fear of attracting the dangerous, and indeed 
fatal, attention of the ghost. 

But by no people is this curious custom of silence more strictly 
observed than by some of the savages of Central Australia. Thus 
among the Arunta a man’s widows smear their hair, faces, and breasts 
with white pipeclay and remain silent for a certain time until a par- 
ticular ceremony has been performed which releases them from the 
ban. In this ceremony the performers are the sons and younger 
brothers of the dead man, who hold a large, dish full of food close to 
the widow’s face and make passes to the right and left of her^'cheeks. 
After that she is free to speak, though she still continues to smear 
herself with pipeclay. An Arunta widow is called Infirta, that is, 
* the whitened one ’, because of the white clay on her hair, face, and 
breast. Sometimes she smears ashes over the pipeclay, and then she 
is called Ura-injpirta, the word ura meaning fire.^ Among the 

* Babeaihanaks (a native Malagese), ‘ The Sibanaka and their country,’ The 
AnUmanarivo Annual and Madagascar Magazine, Reprint of the First Four 
Numbera (Antananarivo, 1885), p. 326. 

* Franz Boas, in Fifth Report of the Committee of the British Association on 
the North-Western Tribes of Canada (1889), p. 43 (separate reprint). 

* XVanz Boas, in Seventh Report of the Committee of the British Association on 
the North-Western Tribes of Canada (1891), p. 13 (separate reprint). 

* Spencer and Gillen, NcUive Tribes of Central Australia, pp. 600-2. 
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Unmatjeia and Eaitish, two other tribes of Central Australia, a widow’s 
hair is burnt off close to her head with a iSrestiok, and she covers 
herself with ashes from the camp fire. This covering of ashes she 
renews during the whole period of her mourning; otherwise it is 
beUeved that her husband’s spirit, who is constantly following her, 
would kill her and strip all the flesh from her bones. Further, she 
must observe the ban of silence until, usually many months after the 
death, her tongue is untied by her late husband’s youngw brother* 
who touches her mouth with food, thus indicating that sho is free to 
talk once more.^ But among the Warramunga, another tribe of 
Central Australia, the command of silenee imposed on women after 
a death is much more comprehensive and extraordinary. With them 
it is not only the dead man’s widow who must be silent during the 
whole time of mourning, which may last for one or even two years ; 
his mother, Kis sisters, his daughters, his mother-in-law or mothers- 
in-law must all equally be dumb and for the same protracted period. 
More than that, not only his real wife, real mother, real sisters, real 
daughters, and real mothers-in-law are subjected to this rule of silence, 
but a great many more women, whom the natives reckon in these 
relationships, though we should not, are similarly bound over to 
hold their tongues, it may be for a year, or it may be for two years. 
As a consequence it is no uncommon thing in a Warramunga camp to 
find the majority of women prohibited from speaking. Even when 
the period of mourning is over, some women prefer to remain silent 
and to use only the gesture language, in the practice of which they 
become remarkably proficient. Not seldom, when a party of women 
are in camp, there will be almost perfect silence, though the women 
all the while may be carrying on a brisk conversation on their fingers, 
their hands, and their arms. At Teimant’s Creek not long ago there 
was an old woman who had not opened her mouth except to eat or 
drink for more than twenty-five years, and who will probably, if she 
has not done so already, go down to her grave without uttering 
another syllable.® With such examples before us, we can, perhaps, 
understand why the Hebrews called a widow ‘ the silent woman ’. 

If, finally, we ask why a widow should be bound over to silence 
for a longer or shorter time, the motive for the custom appears 
certainly to be a fear of attracting the dangerous attentions of hOT 
late husband’s ghost. This fear is indeed plainly all^d as the reason 
by the Bella Coola Indians, and it is assigned by the Unmatjera and 
Kaitish as the reason for covering the widow’s body with ashes. The 
whole intention of these customs is apparently either to elude or to 

’ Spencer and Gillen, Northern Ttibea of Central Australia, pp. 607 sq. 

* Ibid., pp. 626 sq. ; id.. Native Tribes of Central Australia, pp. 600 sq. 
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ilisgust And repel the ghost. The widow eludes him by remaining 
silent ; she disgusts and repels him by discarding her finery, shaving 
or burning her hair, and daubing herself with clay or ashes. But on 
the contrary, when the long period of Arunta mourning is over and 
the poor ghost, after being chased out of all his old haunts, is driven 
into the grave and trampled down into it, the widow appears beside 
his narrow house with the gay feathers of the ring-neck parrot in her 
haiv,' as if to let him know that the days of her sorrow are ended. 
Yet still, way of a last farewell, she strips the bright feathers from 
her hair, and kneeling down buries them with the dead man in the 
grave.'- , *• 


4 

THE RELIGION OF CANAAN AT THE TIME 
OF THE ISRAELITE INVASION 

By STANLEY A. COOK. (Abstract) 

A GEKEBAL estimate of Canaanite religion may be gained from the 
evidence of monuments and inscriptions, from the excavations, and 
from the allusions in the Old Testament.^ From the archaeology 
alone it is clear that Canaanite culture was at no rudimentary stage, 
while the Amarna tablets indicate that there was no inferior mental 
ability. 

Robertson Smith has proved that religious and political institutions 
formed part of the same social structure : we have to deal with ‘ prac- 
tical systems * wherein the relations between man and man, and man 
and the gods were well understood. Consequently, some etliical 
motives were never wanting, and one must avoid forming too low an 
estimate either of Canaanite nature-worship, or of the nature deities. 
But the fundamental weakness of these ‘ systems ’ was, as Robertson 
Smith has said, their inability to separate ethical motives of religion 
from their source in a naturalistic conception of the godhead and its 
relation to man.^ 

In the next place, an underlying identity of thought can be traced 
through Western Asia and Egypt from the earliest sources to the 

' Spencer and Gillen, Native Tribes of Central Australia^ pp. 503-8. 

* Further reference may be made to K. Marti, Religion of the Old Testament 
(especially chap, ii) ; E. Sellin, Die aUtest, Religion im Rahmen der andern altorien^ 
talischen, and to the present writer’s Religion of Ancient Palestine, 

• Religion of the Semites, 2nd ed., p. 58 ; cf. pp. 74, 263 sq. 

s2 
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present day. Common fundamental ideas reour in a great variety 
of shapes in the cults of Babylonia and Egypt, in the priestly amd 
prophetical writings of the Old Testament, and in modem Palestine 
itself. The historical treatment of comparative religion reveals in- 
cessant progression or retrogression, sometimes in a single area, while, 
in the diverse forms of religion in Western Asia to-day, it is possible 
to perceive how, under the influence of definite historical oirciimstanoes, 
the common underlying conceptions have taken different focms. 
Consequently, in dealing with the religion of a particulai* land ^ (viz. 
Canaan), at a particular period (towards the close of the Second 
Millennium b.o.), we have to distinguUih between the persisting 
features and those which are more accidental or incidental. We may 
not reconstruct a religion at variance with the known conditions 
of the age, and although it is necessary to consider the various external 
influences, wo may not assume that the religion must have shared any 
specific characteristics which can be found in those lands by which 
Canaan had been, or still was politically influenced. 

Although there is much evidence to suggest that Babylonia had 
exerted an influence upon Canaan from an early age, it is often difficult 
to determine whether features, which find a parallel in the great accumu- 
lation of Babylonian literature, are really specifically Babylonian. 
The culture of ancient Arabia, though still incompletely known, is 
a factor which cannot be ignored, and the region of Assyria, North 
Syria, and Mesopotamia is connected with Canaan by geography, 
political history, and by some archaeological details at a time when 
Babylonia itself, after the great Kassite invasion, had lost its earlier 
supremacy over the west. Some of the personal names in the Amama 
letters (about 1400 B. c.) suggest a direct influence from the north, 
and, since the cuneiform script and language were used even by the 
Hittites of Asia Minor, Babylonian culture could have entered Canaan 
only indirectly. On the whole, it seems safer to work up from the 
common prevailing religious conceptions to the point where we can 
recognize specific influences than to assume that specific Babylonian 
features must have left their mark when Babylonia was supreme, 
and must have persisted. 

We are fortunately able to gain some idea of the effect of Egyptian 
supremacy over the Mediterranean coastlands.^ Although the 
Egyptian national cult was extended over subject lands, some of the 
deities of Western Asia were received into Egypt. Beligious con- 
ditions in Palestine were firmly established and, to judge from the 
evidence, were little affected by the Egyptian suzerainty. The latter 
involved chiefly the recognition of the head of the Empire and his 

’ See, for details, Rdigion of Ancient Palestine, chap. vi. 
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gods. Here we are brought to the ‘ divinity of kings a belief for 
which there is a powerful array of evidence, although the modern 
inquirer can scarcely determine where conviction ended and conven- 
tion began.^ At all events, the Canaanite vassal chiefs, like the 
£!gyptians, explicitly recognized the Pharaoh as their god, and their 
letters (in the Amama tablets) and the allusions in Egyptian texts 
supplement each other in illustrating some typical features of the 

* syitem ’ uniting deities, king, people, and land. Thus, the ‘ breath ' 
(or ‘spirit^) of the king, like that of the god, is life-giving, and his 

* name * implies possession and gives protection. It is interesting 
to find that ‘ sin ’ (hhitu) in l^e Amarna letters denotes disloyalty to the 
king or the gods, while ‘ righteousness ’ (s-d-fc) is loyalty or obedience.^ 
Hence, from the obligations uniting gods and men, we may infer that 
the root idea of * righteousness * was adherence to the customary 
usage between the divine and human members of the * system *. Thus 
it is that one could speak of the ‘ righteousness ’ of the deity or of his 
followers. In the Amarna tablets ‘ cursing ’ (verb araru) is also 
used of expulsion ; we may infer that it is literal excommunication, 
removal from the protective influence, whether of the gods or of men.^ 

* Blessing,’ to judge from the Canaanite word (b-r-k) in Egyptian texts, 
seems to have, involved the reverse — ^acknowledgement, recognition. 
Captives cry for life that they may ‘ bless ’ the temple of the god 
Amon, the ‘ father ’ of Ramses III, or that they may ‘ bless ’ his royal 
and divine insignia. Some such idea as this seems to appear in 
2 Kings xviii. 31. 

Now, the Pharaoh, the supreme human head of the ‘system*, was 
the incarnation of the national god, whose son he claimed to be. He 
had the attributes of the bull, the sun-god and the weather- (or storm) 
god. Since similar combinations can be traced outside Egypt (in 
Ass 3 rria and among the Hittites), the character of the Pharaoh as 
recognized in Canaan was not specifically Egyptian ; it belonged rather 
to the common stock of Oriental thought. Moreover, just as the 
monarchical ‘ system ’ did not exclude smaller political or social 

* systems ’, a supreme god did not supersede the lesser deities. The 
Baal, par excdlmce, in Canaan was a weather- or storm-god, possibly 
with solar attributes, but he would not supersede the local Baalim. 
The evidence suggests that the practical working of the small systems 

* See W. R. Smith, op. cit., pp. 62 sqq., 72 sq., 246 sq. ; E. E. Bevan, English 

Historical Review, 1901, pp. 626 sqq. ; E. Kornemann, BeitrSge z. Alien Qe- 
sckiohte, L 1901, pp. 61 sqq., and J. G. Frazer, Lectures on the Early History of 
the Kingship, passim. * 

* See, <m this, Josimal of Thedlogieal Studies, July, 1908, p. 632, n. 1. 

* Compare the curses appended to Khammurabi’s Code of Laws or typical 
Egyptian examples. 
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was analogous to that of the monarchy.^ This, however, is a problem 
for comparative religion, and upon it depends the fundamental question 
— ^the eflfect of the decay of Egyptian supremacy upon Canaanite 
religion. After the decline of the Bamessid kings in the Twentieth 
Dynasty, and, centuries later, after the fall of the Israelite monarchy, 
it would seem that in both Egypt and Palestine the ruling priesthood 
occupy the position of former kings, while there is also a tendency 
for the national god to become more prominent in the religiqp of 
the individual. But the evidence does not allow us at present to trace 
the steps from the fall of Egyptian supremacy to the rftie of the 
independent Hebrew monarchy, or to estimate with any confidence 
the development of Canaanite religion in the interval. K can only 
be affirmed that there was no sudden break in the development and 
that any investigation of this problem (which lies outside the scope of 
this paper) must take into account the general conditions in the earlier 
period. 

In conclusion, wo may claim for ancient Canaan a higher stamp of 
religion than is usually granted. It was far removed from ‘ primitive * 
religion, although, like the popular beliefs in Palestine to-day, and the 
elaborate cults of Babylonia and Egypt, it went back to the same 
fundamental institutions. And, secondly, modem research has so 
interwoven departments of research that progress can be ensured only 
by checking the results reached in one path of inquiry by those in 
another. In the recent accumulation of Assyriological and Egypto- 
logical material, there is an occasional inclination to overlook the 
value of anthropology, or to suppose that the study of the fundamental 
institutions is no longer of the first importance. But we cannot sever 
religious cult from social custom ; and though wo may not be prepared 
to accept every hypothesis of Robertson Smith in his Religion of the 
Semites, we may venture the opinion that the subject with which this 
paper deals can only be advanced by following upon the lines which 
this gifted scholar laid down nearly twenty years ago. 

* Thus, the membors of a group could be called the children of their deity, 
and in modern Palestine families will claim descent from some patron saint or 
toeli, who is virtually a local god. Such saints are sometimes alleged to be 
former sheikhs, and the sheikh of a tribe is himself generally the proper guardian 
of the cult. 
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TRACES OF ANIMISM AND TOTEMISM IN 
THE OLD TESTAMENT 

^ By H. J. DUKINFIELD ASTLEY. (Abstract) 

Thb \Ndume of ArUhropological Essays presented to Professor E. B. 
Zyior, in honour of his seventy-fifth birthday, 1907, contains a most 
interestii% paper by Dr. J. G. Frazer on Folklore in the Old Testa- 
ment, in which he deals with the Mark of Cain, Sacred Oaks and 
Terebinths, the Bundle of Life, and other such subjects. Our object 
in this essay is to discover traces left by Animism and Totemism on 
the pages of the Old Testament, and, in order to do this, we shall 
make full use of the admitted results of the Higher Criticism of the 
ancient literature of Israel, recognizing the progressive character of 
the revelation therein contained, and the composite character of the 
books of which it is made up. Although the writings are themselves 
much later than the traditional view allows, yet modern knowledge of 
the primitive races of mankind enables us to detect in them relics 
of far more ancient days. It is now admitted that in the evolution 
of their culture and religion the ancestors of Israel must have passed 
through stages identical with those experienced by all other civilized 
races ; and these relics survive in the guise of superstitions, and in 
folklore and folk-customs. Coincidently with the Higher Criticism 
has been developed the Science of Anthropology, from which wo 
learn that ‘ at corresponding stages of culture man is always and 
everywhere the same ’ ; that in modem savage peoples to-day we 
may see, in various stages, the primitive ideas of the race ; and that 
there must have been a time when these ideas were of the same living 
significance among the ancestors of the civilized peoples as they are 
among savages to-day. 

In thus seeking to trace the primitive religious beliefs and social 
arrangements of the ancestors of the Hebrews, we do not deny the 
inspiration of the literature, nor Impair the unique character of the 
revelation of which it was the vehicle ; but we do throw fresh light 
on the methods of the divine working, in showing that in this case, 
as in every other, God has to take men, so to say, as He finds them, 
and that His eternal purposes are only carried out through the slow 
but siire processes of evolution. 

The earliest religious ideas of which we can find traces in the past 
and of which we have evidences in the present, are comprised in what is 
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kAown, following Profeoaor Tylor, as Animkna, atong with which, went, 
an^ goes, Totemism as the basis of social arrangement. 

' Of Palaeolithic man we know too little to say anything definite ; 
it is when we arrive at the NeoUthic stage ol culture that Animism 
and Totemism are found ruling the religious and social life. Down 
to the present day the natives of Australia 'have continued in what 
may be described as the most primitive st^e of both, though with 
varying degrees of complexity. , ^ 

It is unnecessary to define either term here, bjit, briefljastated, it 
will suffice to say that Animism represents /nan’s earliest^ outlook 
upon Nature, and Totemism the earliest social arrangement by means 
of which, through the practice of exogamy, inbreeding wa& avoided 
through being made tabu. 

In Animism two stages may be recognized ; (1) the rarliest, when 
man, knowing himself to be alive, cqpcludes that all things are alive 
too, and endowed with a personality similar to his own ; (2) what 
Professor Tylor meant more particularly by the term, the doctrine 
of souls. It is when the ‘ soul ’ becomes ffifferentiated from the object, 
when, instead of ‘ the living tree ’ or ‘ the living stone *, we think 
of the ‘ tree-spirit ’ or the ‘ stone-spirit ’, that metempsychosis becomes 
possible ; and also that a further advance in the evolution of religions 
is made, and polytheism and fetishism with their attendant magic 
arise. By this time, too, Totemism is dying out. 

Coming now to the Old Testament we will deal : 

I. With the subject of Animism. 

In the opening chapters of JE we are not surprised to find 
the narrative of the Living Tree and the Speaking Serpent, nor, 
later on, the story of the Speaking Ass. These, although of late date, 
have a flavour of the highest antiquity, and carry us back to a time 
when, to the ancestors of Israel, there was nothing miraculous in 
them, but it was as natural for an ass or a serpent to speak as for 
men to do so. So Homer tells us of the speaking horse {Iliad, xix. 
404-8 sqq.), and Livy tells of the prodigy of the speaking ox, while 
Pliny says : ‘ Est frequens in prodigiis priscorum bovem locutum ’ ; 
but to the pried themselves it was no prodigy, any more, than it is 
to our children, in the neolithic stage of culture, when they read 
Aesop, or Phaedrus, or La Fontaine. 

These stories may be illustrated, as having their origin very far 
back, by what we know of the ideas of West Africans, or pative 
Australians, and other savage tribes to-day. 

Balaam’s ass waf not only able to speak, but it could see the angel 
who was unseen by Balaam. So Telemachus could not see Athene 
standing over him, but Odysseus saw her, and the dogs ; so, in old 
Scandinavia, the dogs could see Hela, the death-goddesa, move, unseen 
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by own, and in our own popular superstitions a dog’s melancholy 
howl means death near. 

Quite on the same lineiS is the occurrence of the ‘ Living Tree * 
in the enchanted garden where Yahweh Elohim walks and talks with 
oEum, tbe fruit of winch gives inMnortality— and close beside it is the 
Sacred Rivm or Fountain. These recur again in the last chapter of 
Bevdation, and in the twe great Sacraments of the Cliurch carry 
on Qie ideas of primitive animism to our own age. 

In the stories of the Patriarchs we find Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob 
intimate^ i^eociated with the sacred objects of the old animistic 
religion — trees, and wells, and stones ; and this is continued down 
to the est^lishment of the kingdom under David. 

Ill the ancient poem of Deborah there is a distinctly animistic 
jfiavour in the touch whereby it is said that the stars in their courses, 
i.e. either themselves as living .entities, or the souls or spirits that 
controlled them, ‘ fought against Sisera.’ 

In Num,; xxi. 16-18, the people address the well dug by the 
nobles as itself a sacred fountain and quasi-divine. Connected with 
sacred ti^es and stones are the Matzebah and Asherah, which stood 
beside eVery hill-altar, and enshrined and ensured the presence of 
the deity. , 

In the story of the Burning Bush we have an unmistakable sur- 
vival of animism, as we have also in the story of Hagar, when she was 
cast out with Ishmael by Abraham. 

Passing on to the time of David, there is the interesting 'story of 
the oracle which bade him attack the Philistines when he heard ‘ the 
sound of a going in the mulberry trees’, i.e. probably well-known and 
recognized sacred trees, adjoining a shrine of Yahweh. 

The reason why certain special trees, springs, and stones were 
accoui^ted sacred is to be found in the growing differentiation of the 
object from its soul or souls, and the consequent multiplication of 
extara-corporeal beings which might attach themselves to any object, 
or pass indifferently from one to another. This is the origin of idolatry 
and polytheism, with fetishism and magic. This latter is the pro- 
vince of the Wirreenun (prophet and priest), and is of two kinds : 
(a) sympathetic, by which the kindly offices of well-disposed spirits 
were invoked, and (6) magic more properly so called, whereby malig- 
nmit spirits were controlled. 

In JE Moses and Aaron are both magicians, and tlie magic 
wand is the wonder-working implement. Jacob circumvented Laban 
in the matter of the sheep and goats by magic ^rts. Witchcraft 
abounded in old Israel, and is strongly denounctsd in all their codes 
and by the later prophets. 

Ckmneoted with this is the trial by Ordeal, which, as consisting in 
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the drinking of * holy water persisted even in the latest edition of 
the priestly legislation, in the case of a woman suspected of infiddity 
to her husband (Num. v. 11 sq.). 

Coming to another branch of our subject, we may find in animism 
the true explanation of the persistence of the use of the term ‘ Elohim ’ 
for God. The * Elohim ’ of a place originally meant all its saored 
denizens collectively, and the name Elohim, which in the OldtTesta- 
ment always signifies the one eternal Gk)d of the whole uniy^pise, 
carries us ]^ck to those primitive, pre-Babylonian times; when the 
ancestors of Israel were in the animistic stage of religion ; but animism 
and polytheism are both negatived in the Old Testament by the use 
of ‘ Elohim ’ with a verb in the singular. 

In the ritual of Azazel (Lev. xvi), we have the adaptation by the 
priestly legislator of ancient animistic conceptions to the purer con- 
ceptions of his own day. He substituted Azazel, as a personal angel, 
practically Satan, for the crowd of Se'irim or Jinns, to whom the 
people sacrificed ; and the scapegoat for the sacrificial victims. These 
Se’irim are twice mentioned in the Canticles (ii. 7 and iii. 5), where the 
poet adjures the newly-married pair not to play with love for fear 
of the Jinns, in a passage which may be translated * I charge you, 
O ye daughters of Jerusalem, by the fairy hosts and by Ijhe tree-spirits 

They are nothing but inferior Elohim, and just as the Elohim have 
become condensed, so to say, in the idea of the one monotheistic 
God, so the Se'irim have become Azazel, in whom we may, with Ben- 
zinger, see the Satan of later theology. Thus God and Satan both 
derive from animism when traced to their ultimate source. 

The last subject imder the head of traces of animism is that of 
Names. 

To the savage names are not meaningless as with us, but part and 
parcel, essential attributes of the object to which they are attached. 
Names are mystery words, and he who knows the mystery name of a 
thing has that thing in his power. Have we not in this idea of primi- 
tive man the explanation of the fact that such a vast number of the 
names of individuals in the Old Testament are compounds of Ysdiweh 
or £1 or Baal ? The custom was a survival from the animism of far- 
away ancestors, and the man thus named enlisted the protection of 
Baal, the strength of £1, or the mysterious potency of Yahweh on 
his behalf. 

The same animistic conceptions may be seen in the theology of 
St. Paul ; in the prominence given to the ‘ name of Jesus ' in the 
New Testament ^ in the ‘ new name ’ of Revelation ; and in the 
expression of the highest religious ideas by ourselves. 

II. We come now to Totemism, as to which only a brief reference 
can here be made. 
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To show that the ancestors of Israel passed through a definite 
stage in the evolution of culture when their social system was arranged 
on a totemistio basis, we should be able to point to three tilings : 
(1) names derived from plants and animals ; (2) a system of tabu ; 
and (3) the practice of exogamy, together with traces of a time when 
descent was reckoned in the female Une and not in the male. 

1. Bearing in mind the conceptions of primitive man with regard 
to flames, we have at once a reasonable explanation of the large 
number of names derived from plants and animals in the Old Testa- 
ment, sdoh ,as no other hypothesis affords, viz. that such a custom 
points back in every case«to a time when society was organized on 
a totemistic basis. Thus among the Bomans we find the gentes Fabii 
(beans), Asinii (asses), and Oaninii (dogs). So among the Hebrews 
we find the Calebites (dogs), but the majority of such names in the 
Old Testament are personal, pointing to the American rather than 
the Australian type of Totemism. Full lists of such personal names 
and place-names are given in the Encyclopaedia Bihlica. 

2. A system of tabu. In Lev. xi and Deut. xiv there are lists of 
animals which were to be accounted unclean, i. e. tabu by the Israelites ; 
probably survivals of the early totemistic stage of society in which 
they were thQ eponyms of totem classes, and therefore tabued as 
food: which gave them a character of sacredness expressed by the 
word ‘ unclean 

In Ezekiel viii and Isaiah Ixv and Ixvi we find three interesting.' 
passages which show how potent the ancient animistic and totemistio 
conceptions remained among the people down to, and after, the Exile. 
These passages are of the utmost value and importance, for they teU 
us of mystic rites performed by members of initiated guilds, the 
representatives of the old totem clans. Originally the idea would 
be to render the totem animal prolific, and this afterwards developed 
into the mystic feast partaken of by all initiated members of the 
guild. 

3. The practice of exogamy and kinship through females, of which 
there is sufficient evidence in the Law of the Levirate, on which 
MaoLennan and subsequent writers have said so much. 

Thus, underlying all the progress of later times, we find in the 
Old Testament survivals of animistic and totemistic conceptions 
which tell of the earliest ideas of primitive man, and of social ‘couches* 
long left behind when its earliest pages were written ; and these form 
an abiding witness to the truth of the anthropological axiom that 
everywhere and always, in similar stages of culture and under a 
oorreqionding environment, man is the same. 

All this is only a further proof of the correctness of the teaching 
of anthropology as to the evolution of man, and, incidentally, of 
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the truth of the views propounded by the Higher Criticism as to the 
origin and development of the wonderful literature of Israel which 
goes by the name of the Old Testament. 
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THE RELIGION OF THE HEBREW 
PROPHETS . 

ft 

By PAUL HAUPT. (Abstract) 

The religion of the Hebrew prophets is said to be the basis of 
Christianity ; but the doctrines of the various Christian Ohurches 
do not represent the original teaching of Christ, nor do the prophetical 
books of the Old Testament represent the religion of the Hebrew 
prophets. A great many sections in the early Hebrew prophets are 
later insertions added after the Babylonian Captivity or even during 
the Maccabean period. 

The second part of the Book of Zechariah was written [in the 
Maccabean period, about 160 B.c. Only the first eiglit chapters of 
the Book contain genuine prophecies of Zechariah, the contemporary 
of Haggai who proi)hesied in the second year of Darius Hystaspfe, 
i.e. 620 B.c. 

The prophet Micah was a younger contemporary of Isaiah and 
prophesied at the beginning of the reign of Sennacherib, 706-701 B.o. 
But in Mic. v. 5 we read : 

When Assur invades our land. 

And treads upon our soil. 

We raise against her seven 
Or eight leaders of men. 

I I ’ • I I • 

tons ’a'Dj njben niyar ub'pm 

Assur, Assyria, stands here for Syria, i.e. the Seleucidan kingdom, 
and the seven or eight leaders whom the Jews put up agaibst the 
Syrians, are the Maccabees, the aged priest Mattathias with his five 
valiant sons, John, Simon, Judas, Eleazar, Jonathan ; and the son 
and the grandson of Simon, John Hyrcanus and Aristobulus whose 
coronation as the first King of the Jews (104 B.c.) is glorified in the 
second psalm, where Jhvh tells the raging gentiles and the princes 
who take counsel together : 

Have not I established my King 
On Zion, my holy mountain 7 
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The King then continues : 

Jhvh’s decree I proclaim: 

He said to me. Thou art my son. 

Ask, and thy heritage is thine. 

And the ends of the land thy possession. 

With a sceptre of iron thou’lt shatter them 
like a potter’s vessel break them.' 

The Book of Obadiah was written after Judas Maccabaeus had 
defeated the Edomites in the beginning of the year 164 b. c. and before 
he undertook his second expedition against the Edomites at the end 
of that year. Sepharad i^a corruption of Sepphoria the capital of 
Galilee (tiDD for liao, afterwards 'niav). Only the two couplets 
iv and v (verses 6 and 7 ; v. 6 is a gloss) are taken from an old poem 
written about 680 b.o. The prophecy against Edom in Jer. xlix. 
7-22 was compiled about 128 B.c.^ 

The Book of Nahum is a Maccabean festal liturgy for the celebration 
of Nicanor’s Day, although it contains two old poems written by an 
Israelitish poet in Assyria about 606 b. o.^ 

The Book of Jonah is a Sadducean apologue written about 100 B.o.^ 

A great many subsequent additions in the prophetical books of 
the Old Testament are due to the desire to blunt the edge of too keen 
denunciations of the early Hebrew prophets, who were pessimistic 
hpcause they realized that Israel was beyond repentance. 

In the standard works on the religion of Israel we are told that the 
statement which we find at the beginning of the third chapter of the 
Book of Amos, the earliest of the Hebrew prophets, inaugurates 
a new phase of religion. But the two couplets, 

Hear ye now this word 
Which Jhvh has spoken about you, 

About the entire race 

Which He brought from the land of Egypt ; 

For you alone do I care 

Among all the races of the land ; 

Therefore I visit upon you 
All your iniquities, 

' Cf/itoy remarks in the Zeitachrift der deutschen morgenldndischen GeseUachaft^ 

voL Iviii, p. 629, n. 22. 

• CSf. my papers on Psalm cxxxvii, and Scriptio plena of the emphatic la in 
Hebrew in Peiser’s Orientaliatiache lAtteratur^Zeitung, vol. x (Berlin, 1907), and 
vol. xi, ool. 238 ; also my explanation of Psalm Ixviii in the American Journal 
of Semitic Languages^ vol. xxiii (Chicago, 1907). 

• See Haupt, The Book of Nahum (Baltimore, 1907), arid Zeitachrift der deut 
achen morgenlandiachen Qea^achaft^ vol. Ixi (Leipzig, 1907), p. 276. 

• See my paper, ‘ Jonah’s Whale,’ in the Proceedings of the American Philo- 
aophical Society^ Philadelphia, 1907. 
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are a late gloss, which belongs to the preceding chapter, not to the 
following section. The lines of the genuine portions of the third 
chapters have 3 + 2 beats, not 3+3, as we find both in this gloss and 
in the preceding chapters. We find lines with 3+2 beats in English 
poems like Walter Scott’s 

Proud Maiaie is in the wood. 

Walking so early. 

Sweet Robin sits on the bush, . 

Singing so rarely. • 

or P. B. Shelley’s , * 

One word is too often jKofaned 
For me to profane it. 

The metrical analysis of the Book of Amos, recently given by Sievers 
and Guthe, is erroneous. The Hebrew text of the gloss at the begin- 
ning of the third chapter must be read as follows : 

oa'ijy nin’ nan-niyK nrn nann-ntt lycB* iU. i 

III II I 

:Dnxo psjs n^yn-nt?*? nnstypn i>a“i>y 

nonsn ninaiw bao 'nyi' oanit pn 2 
: Da'nJiy ija’JiN oa'iiy njjBK }a"V 

The doctrine that God chastises him whom He loves is not primitive, 
but a later theological abstraction. Similarly it is true that Amos 
intimates that the observances of religion will not be accepted by 
Jhvh instead of righteousness of heart ; but it is a mistake to suppose 
that Amos realized that Jhvh was the god of the whole earth. 

We must always bear in mind that a passage in the prophetical 
books may be a later theological insertion added after the Exile or 
even during the Maccabean period. The early Hebrew prophets 
were no theologians, but patriots, — patriotic poets and national, social, 
ethical, religious reformers like Count Tolstoy. They were religious, 
but no theologians ; patriots but not politicians. For the kings and 
tjxe politicians the prophets were very embarrassing persons. Their 
prophetic visions were to a certain extent psychopathic. We may 
safely say that a man whose nervous system is perfectly normal will 
hardly be a great poet or a great musician. The normal t3rpe is the 
type of mediocrity. If a man has sense enough to come in when it 
rains, that is all Nature requires. We must remember, however, that 
a high-strung fiddler is not a raving maniac, and that prophetic visions 
do not always pre-suppose ecstasy. 

The distinguished Hellenist of the University of Berlin, Ulrich 
yon Wilamow’itz-Mollendorff, said in the beautiful oration which 
he delivered sixteen years ago as Prorector of the University of 
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G^tingen, at the funeral of my great colleague and friend Paul de 
Lagarde, on Christmas Day, 1892 : ‘ He was not only a scholar, 
he was a prophet. He raised his voice as a prophet, discussing State 
and Church, education and religion, society and culture. It made 
no difference to him, if it remained the voice of one ciying in the 
wilderness. He was dominated by a sense of an immediate mission 
firom the Lord.’ 

\^e may apply the name of the grand prophets of Israel to all men 
who coinpsehend with one glance the universe, both the world and 
what is beyond, who penetrate more deeply than others but who 
see everything from one point of view. They believe in the picture 
which th^ see and accommodate everything to it. They try to 
convert the world to their point of view. 

Such prophets are, for instance, Heraclitus and Parmenides, St. 
Augustine and Giordano Bruno, Jean Jacques Rousseau and Thomas 
Carlyle — ^all subjective, powerful individualities who arouse strong 
sympathies and antipathies. All have, as we read in the second 
part of Goethe’s Faust : — ‘ ein Erdenrest zu tragen peinlich.’ 

The point of view from which they regard the universe is religious. 
Common sense cannot appreciate prophetic natures ; nor can the 
moral standard, of the majority ^ be applied to the proplicts or great 
statesmen. Such men are rarely happy.^ They see faults and 
troubles more plainly ; they preach therefore, Repent ! But they 
see through the earthly mist and vapour the realm of the sun and 
eternal truth. This gazing gives them perhaps a bliss beyond any- 
thing measured by the common human standard. 

The Hebrew word {navi) for prophet does not mean predictor, but 
proclaimer. Even the meaning of the Greek term vpotprfrQs is primarily, 
not foreteller, but one who speaks forth. In Exod. vii. 1 we read 
that Jhvh said to Moses : ‘ Thy brother Aaron will be thy prophet. 
He will speak to Pharaoh tliat he send the Israelites out of the land.’ 
The Hebrew verb nibba, to prophesy, is semi-passive, expressing an 
action not dependent upon the will of the agent or subject. The 
prominent idea is not that of prediction, but that of delivering, 
inspired messages. Cato’s ‘ Ceterum censeo Carthaginem esse 
delendam ’ would have been regarded by the ancient Hebrews as 
a prophetic utterance. Bismarck’s Gedanken und Erinnerungen 
would have been treasured as prophetic literature ; also the numerous 
messages of President Roosevelt, who has been compared by an 
American clergyman to the prophet Isaiah. 

* Friedrich Nietzsche would have said der viel zu viden. •' 

* Ecclesiastes says : ‘ More wisdom means more pain ; and increase of know- 
ledge, more grief.’ See Haupt, The Book of Ecdesiasles (Baltimore, 1905), and 
Eohdeth Oder WeUeehmtn in der Bibel (Leipzig, 1905). 
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Instead of a prolonged theoretical discussion of the religicm of the Hebrew 
prophets* Professor Haupt gave in conclusion a new metrical traaslaticn of the 
genuine prophecies of the earliest Hebrew prophet* Amos* a native of the Northern 
Kingdom* who lived among the herdmen of Tekoa in the Southern Kingdom* 
about 750 b. c. More than one-half of the Book of Amos consists of subsequent 
additions* many of which were added by theologians of a later age. If the 
glosses of an illustrative or theological character be eliminated* the genuine 
prophecies of Amos read like ancient Arabic poems. 
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THE RELIGIOUS-HISTORICAL PROBLEM 
OF LATER JUDAISM 

By a. BERTHOLET 

By tho Religious-Historical Problem of later Judaism, on which 
I have the honour of addressing you, I mean the question of how far 
the Jewish religion of the last centuries before the downfall of the 
Jewish State was influenced by foreign religions. It is a question 
which really assumes the dimensions of a problem ; . for the fact of 
such an influence having taken place is beyond any doubt, and yet — 
is not tho main characteristic of the post-exilic Jews their exclusive- 
ness ? Nevertheless, Professor Wellhausen’s words are true : * The 
world invited them and they sat down to table.’ Professor Wellhausen 
uses this expression in regard to the enticements of Hellenism in the 
days of Antiochus Epiphanes, a period in which a large proportion 
of the Jewish community, including even priestly aristocracy, seemed 
to have forgotten their oum principles and prejudices. But it is well 
known how energetically the better instincts of the people awoke, and 
how gloriously the uprising of the Maccabees swept out the foreign 
leaven. With spiritual we.apons, too, the struggle against the Greek 
danger was fought out : 'witness the Book of Daniel. But is it not 
strange ? While, in eagerly endeavouring to inculcate true persever- 
ance in ancestral .beliefs and customs, he shuts all doors to Hellenism, 
the author of that work has no scruples at all about granting free access 
to a host of foreign Oriental thoughts. And why do the very descen- 
dants of those Maccabee heroes bear foreign, nay Greek names ? 
And why does the custom of gi'ving Greek names extend even to the 
people, as may be seen by the names of Philip and Andrew, disciples 
of Jesus ? Why. is the very Council of the Jews called by a Greek 
natee, Sanhedrin ? And the pulpit in the synagogue also by a Greek 
name, hma ? Why are the porch and the colonnade in the temple 
designated by Greek technical terms, 8toa and Exedra ? Why is 
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there a Babylonian curtain before the Holy of Holies ? Why do we^ 
meet in the temple with treasurers and accountants whose names are 
Persian? Why is the high priest on the holiest day of the year 
attired in Pelusian and Indian stuffs ? Why all this at the very places 
where we expect to find Jewish national characteristics most carefully 
attended to ? For I will not enumerate the long list of foreign words 
which crept into the late Jewish language of everyday life for the 
dedgnation of foreign products and institutions, nor need I refer 
to me nup3.erous metaphorical expressions in which foreign customs 
are reflected. We will confine ourselves to the religious side of the 
question, and glance at the^ actual state of things before venturing on 
their explanation. 

It is by no means easy to give a slight sketch of what Jewish religion 
adopted from abroad ; for here detail is necessary to keep the drawing 
true. But also in itself the question of how far foreign influences are 
to be taken into account is a very difficult one. 

First, late Judaism itself is far from being a unity : it shows the 
mos|^ various shades. Take the Palestine Jews and the Jews of the 
dispersion : is not the main difference between them their very difference 
of position in regard to foreign elements 3 But here the standard of 
our judgement should not be Philo, who represents the extreme of 
Hellenization, still less should we magnify that difference to a contrast 
of quality and principle : it is not the principle but only the degree 
of the adoption of foreign elements that is a different one. 

But even though the fact of this adoption, however various, is 
generally conceded, therfe is another difficulty, even more serious, 
in the difference of opinion as to the extent of foreign influences in any 
one case. On principle, I approve of every warning against over- 
estimation of them, the more so, as one is too often inclined, while 
finding out affinities, to omit the counter-proof which would consist 
in confronting the points of similarity with the points of contrast ; 
possibly, in many cases, this counter-proof would turn out to be the 
more important part of the argument. Certainly, much is won, if only 
we draw more sharply than is usually done the limits between fact 
and hypothesis, between what is quite certain and what is only par- 
tially so or not so at all. If, for example, we find that the Lilith 
mentioned in a late chapter of Isaiah is the Babylonian demon Lilitu, 
that the Asmodi of the Book of Tobit is the Persian Aeshma Daeva, that 
the original part of the Second Sibylline book reproduces line for line 
t}rpical features of Eranian eschatology, that so special an item of 
this eschatology as the blessed ones eating of the holy bull reappears 
in the Jewish prediction of Eldad and Modad, that tiie Book of Adam 
speaks of its hero being washed in the Acherontian lake, that in the 
Ethiopian Book of Enoch the Pyriphlegethon and the other rivers 
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oi an underworld, situated in the West, are alluded to, — all these are 
instances where the fact of foreign elemoits having been adoj^ted has 
simply to be accepted. And these examples, unimportant as they may 
seem when considered individually, are of great conaequmce as a 
whole, because they bring us out upon solid ground. If at some points 
the existence of foreign influences is a certainty, at still more it must 
at last be admitted as a possibility. But on this wider field it will 
require careful investigation of each special case to determine, g. 
whether the increasing individuality of late Judaism, the grouung 
sublimation of its idea of God, the diminishing importance^ attached to 
sacrificial worship, the development of the.profession of scribe, are due 
to foreign, especially Hellenistic, influences ; also whether Persian 
ideas have influenced the Jewish ideal of cleanliness or the special 
estimation of beneficence, and so forth. For in all these cases the 
possibility of an independent though parallel development is not to 
be a priori excluded. And, even here, foreign influences may have 
played their part. But, as should never be forgotten, there are in 
such matters influences, of art for instance, which cannot be controlled 
or measured and the secret action of which is not to be underrated, 
undercurrents which flow in^as opinions of the times, without anyone 
asking where they come from. I know of only two ,ways to get a 
somewhat trustworthy judgement as to the reality of foreign influences. 
Either we may compare a later state of the religion with a former 
one, and ask if an organic development of the latter from the former 
can be traced. If not, we certainly may be alloM'ed to take the action 
of foreign influences for granted ; and we may be the more justified in 
this assumption inasmuch as Judaism of the last centuries B. o. mani- 
festly failed to produce men of original and creative genius. Or 
we may consider the actual state of the religion at a given moment 
and ask if it is at all congruous in itself. If, instead of being so, it 
contains insoluble antinomies, the evidence of the action of foreign 
influences may be looked upon as conclusive. - This is the reason why 
Jewish eschatology, for example, in which so many opposite and con- 
tradictory conceptions are met with, proves to he a compound product 
of native and foreign elements. 

But assuming the existence of foreign influences as proved, new 
difficulties arise from the further question of their origin. To what 
a degree of helplessness our little knowledge in this respect may some- 
times lead, is clearly shown by the contradictory views about the 
Essenes, for whose peculiarities scholars have variously tried to 
account by assuming Orphic, Pythagorean, Syriac, Persian, or 
Buddhistic influences. And I could go even farther by demonstrating 
how the Atharvaveda curses the doer of the very thing which the 
Essenes consider the greatest insult to the son. If in this case a direct 
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coimexion is almost impossible, this very example may teach us 
precaution ; and so may Professor Dieterich’s book Nekyia do by 
showing how some conceptions which we meet with in late Judaism, 
such as those of a celestial meal, of celestial clothes, of books of judge* 
inent, fto,, may be both of Greek and Oriental origin ; setting mean* 
while aside the question whether the Greeks themselves are not 
originally indebted for these conceptions to the Orient. Most of all, 
hoHfever, we have to regret that we know so little about the blending 
of Babylonian with Persian religion which must have taken place on 
Babylonian soil ; all the more so as there was no religious compound of 
greater consequence to the world of Western Asia and to Judaism, as 
Professor ^unkel has rightly emphasized. Besides, as one is perhaps 
tempted to overrate the relations of the Jews of the Egyptian disper- 
sion to their brethren in Palestine, let us point to the high significance 
which the dispersion in Babylon had for them, as is clearly recalled 
in the following passage of Jewish tradition : ‘ When the law was 
forgotten, it was restored by Ezra (who came from Babylon) ; when 
it was forgotten a second time, Hillel the Babylonian came and 
restored it, and when it was forgotten a third time, R. Chija came from 
Babylon and gave it back once more.’ 

And now let. us try to obtain a survey, as concise as possible, of the 
most important parts of Jewish faith where the question of foreign 
influences becomes practical. They may already be observed in the 
conception of God. Greek, i. e. Platonic and especially Stoic philosophy ^ 
has enriched it with new ideas. So, when in the Book of Wisdom 
God is called He who is, we easily recognize the Platonic designation 
of Gk)d. Possibly we may add the ideas, pre-eminent in the Gospel; 
of Gk)d’8 moral goodness, of His exemplary perfection and of His pro- 
vidence. The alliance with Greek philosophy was especially sought, 
in the interest of Apologetics, with a view to the idea of natural know- 
ledge of God, the avoidance of anthropomorphisms and anthropopathies, 
the polemics against images of God, the Euhemeristic interpretation 
of the gods, the estimation of Paganism as demon worship, God’s 
invisibility as proved by the impossibility of looking at the suii or 
into one’s own soul, &c. Many questions remain, e. g. whether the 
favoured practice of designating God as the Highest, the God of Heaven, 
and similar expressions, be the result of Persian influences. 

Without entering upon the speculations, deeply influenced from 
e;broad, on the secrets of the celestial worlds, I merely instance the 
strong admixture of Egyptian-Orphic cosmogony in the Slavic Henoch, 
or the Platonic idea, in the Book of Wisdom, of a shapeless material 
from which the world was created. Oriental influence is certainly to be 
admitted in connexion wdth the idea of angels, as Jewish tradition itself 
Aligns a Babylonian origin to their names. There is hardly a doubt 
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that the seven angels of which we hear as early as the Book of Ezekiel 
are the Babylonian planetary gods as interpreted from the, Jewish 
standpoint of Monotheism. The close relation between angds and 
stars has persisted and may still be demonstrated by the Jewish- 
Babylonian magic texts. Other groups of angels also betray their 
Babylonian origin by their very number, while in the Ethiopian Enoch 
the alternation of seven highest angels with only six may be due to 
an influence of Parseeism, where the number of the Amesha Spei^tas 
likewise varies between six and seven. Above all, however, the 
opposition of good and bad angels with a personal chief , at the head 
of the latter, sometimes reflected on earth in the figure of the Anti- 
christ, — the whole dualism between the reigns of light and d&rkness, — 
is not demonstrable by Jewish premises but draws its origin from 
Parseeism. No less non-Jowish is the dreadful thoughfthat elementary 
Spirits are rulers in this world, encroaching, as it were, on divine 
Omnipotence. St. Paul, who had an attentive ear for the groaning of 
the whole creation, is a sufficient witness that even in his time a wave 
of that fatalism drawn from Babylonian astrology had discharged 
itself over Judaism. It is more difficult to determine the part which 
foreign influences had in developing Jewish conceptions of intermediate 
beings of another and loss personal kind. I mean the theological 
speculations on hypostases ; where it is still an open question whether 
they are more influenced by Stoic tenets of a divine original power 
and its world-pervading effects, or by the Persian belief which makes 
the Amesha Spentas the personification of abstract ideas, or by 
Egyptian speculations which Professor Reizenstein in his Poimandres 
may be right in vindicating at least for Philo. 

In the conception of the nature of man, Greek, especially Platonic, 
influence clearly manifests itself in the dualism of the anthropology 
as well as in the doctrine of the pre-existence of the soul, as contained 
in the Book of Wisdom ; while in the same book the idea of human 
dignity, or, in the Testament of Reuben, the theory of the parts of 
the soul, may be Stoic. On the other hand, the influence of Oriental 
thought was at work in the speculations on the first man and on 
Paradise. 

But late Judaism was much more concerned with the pursuit of 
ideas about final, than about primaeval times, and it is significant that 
Paradise and the first man, that is to say ‘ the Son of Man ’, reappear 
in its eschatological beliefs. Jewish eschatology has become the very 
meeting-place of foreign elements. It is especially the merit of 
Professor Bousset, who in general has most successfully dealt with 
our problem, to have clearly shown that the expectation of a tran- 
scendent aeon which, inaugurated by a universal judgement of the 
world, replaces the aeon of this present world, differs so widely from the 
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expectation of a Meesianio future which essentially concerns Israel 
alone apd, on the whole, will only be enacted on the stage of this 
present earth, that they cannot have sprung from the same root. 
And here, considering the ideas about periods of the world, resurrection, 
general judgement, universal conflagration, a new world and ever- 
lasting life, we have first to take into account influences from Parseeism 
mixed with Babylonian elements, only incidentally Greek ideas ; while 
the(f Messianic expectation properly so called could not remain un- 
touched by the remarkable conceptions, then afloat in the surrounding 
world, of a Sjtviour personified in the reigning ruler, as they are attested 
e.g. by the interesting inscsiption of Priene. On the other hand, the 
idea of tibe soul’s immortality which is to be found among the 
Hellenistic Jews, is infiuenced by Greek, and partly also, it may be, 
by Eg3^ian beliefs; whUe, again, the belief that demons struggle for 
the departing soul is of Persian origin. 

The time allotted to me does not admit of my completing this meagre 
sketch by pointing to so many foreign myths and legends which teemed 
on Jewish soil ; to such cosmological oddities as may be found especially 
in the Greek apocalypse of Baruch, to a great extent, as Professor 
Cumont has shown, in accordance with mythological ideas of the 
Mithra religion ; to magical conceptions, where besides Babylonian 
elements Egyptian ones take up the most considerable space, &o. 
I should also have much to say about the influence of foreign models 
of style upon the later literature of the Jews and on their interpretation 
of the Old Testament. I hasten to enter upon the concluding question 
as to how to explain this far-reaohing adoption of foreign matter. 

First, let me emphasize that it is nothing new in the history of 
Israelitish and Jewish religion. In very recent times our eyes have 
been increasingly opened to the fact that from the beginning foreign 
i nfiuences have acted abundantly upon Israel . Their having penetrated 
into late Judaism is therefore not to be viewed as an isolated phenome- 
non but in its general connexion. The spiritual life of peoples does not 
differ widely from that of individuals. Some work by themselves, 
like the spider which moves on its own threads, while others absorb 
foreign material in order to work it up like the bee. The latter is the 
case with the Jews. No one can understand their religion without 
a fuU intelligence of their astonishing faculty of assimilation ; this 
assimilation even going the length of actively supporting heathen cults 
or, as the recently discovered papyri of Assuan have informed us, 
of swearing by an Egyptian goddess. 

Moreover, to be sure, the milieu in which the Jew^ lived w'as never 
more suited for arousing that faculty to the highest pitch than at the 
very time with which we are dealing. It is commonly known how 
in Hellenism all dividing fences of separate culture fell down and the 
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free current of thoughts flowing hither and thither tended to a umversal 
levelling of spiritual development. The Jewish mother-conjpmunity 
was still but an enclave in the midst of Hellenistic culttixe. From 
all sides the Hellenistic forms of social relations tried to imwuate 
themselves, and the times were not favourable to shutting the doors 
to trade, which is always more than a mere exchange of material 
goods. We see one of the most pious of Palestine Jews, Jesus Shrach, 
travelling. One must not think that travel in those days was ^ery 
difficult ; for we know by an epitaph that a Phrygian merchant made 
the journey to Borne seventy-two times. But we ought potto forget 
of what moment travel is. The Greek philosopher Xenophanes had 
once travelled; he had seen the black images of the Negro-gods and 
the red-haired idols of the Thracians, and this had forced the question 
upon him whether these peoples were less right thanthe Greeks with 
their theories about the gods. But the Jews did more than travel : 
they settled in foreign countries and the olKovfiivri became their home. 
Fables were invented of an old friendship and relationship between 
the Jews and Pergamon and Sparta. Of special consequence was 
their adoption of foreign languages, at least of the Greek tongue, 
which they partly used even in their public worship ; for there is a 
constant reflex action of language upon thought, and» indeed, these 
Jews spoke not only in the words of foreigners but in their thoughts 
as well, at least where apologetic interests were at stake. And when 
their ultimate object had been thus attained, not only to adapt 
Judaism to the foreigner’s taste but to win proselytes, they could not 
avoid being affected by the ideas which these new-comers imported. 
Thus, when business or free choice led Jews of the dispersion back to 
Jerusalem, for a short stay or even for permanent residence, they 
came enriched with spiritual treasures of foreign origin; and we may 
assume that the synagogues which they founded in the metropolis, 
such as those mentioned in the New Testament (Acts vi. 9), were 
natural centres of freer thoughts. 

And why should the adoption of foreign ideas have been resisted ? 
Were the Jews not entitled to regard the Maccabaean victories as a 
charm to render them proof against any danger which might ariiie 
from their inclination to syncretism ? Moreover, it has rightly been 
pointed out that in the eyes of the Jews action, not beli^, was the 
main point, so that they did not need to be scrupulous in adopting 
foreign beliefs ; (the same was true of the Roman religion). Still, 
foreign influences were not confined to the domain of belief. On the 
contrary, it is npt difficult to trace in Jewish ethics considerable 
influences of Greek philosophy, especially of the Stoic-Cynical school, 
and, possibly, some Persian elements ; besides, the Jewish ritual is 
undoubtedly influenced by Oriental practices. 
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tlua leads me to suppose that we must look beyond the reasons 
maotioped for a further one in trying to explain the adoption of foreign 
^ettients« By the Al e x a n d rian literature we may see how zealously 
Jewiab authors endeavoured to prove the Jewish origin of all Greek 
oultuiOi nay even of that of the Egyptians which the Greeks themselves 
regarded with so much reverence. The Palestine Jews did the same 
by pretending to be entrusted with the treasures of Enoch, who, a 
oo^terpart of the Hellenistic Hermes, was reputed the bearer of 
marvdlouB Babylonian wisdom of olden times. These are typical 
instances of the Jewish habit of claiming for their own whatever 
others possessed of spiritual goods. Not to be inferior to non-Jews 
in aiQrthlhg whatever, never to be outdone by them — that was a 
fundunental disposition of the Jews, as is attested by some psalms, 
and especially by the favourite tales of the glorious adventures of 
pious Jews at foreign courts. And this disposition runs as a strong 
and dominating motive through the whole of post-exilic Judaism. 
It reappears in Jewish apologetics, even Palestinian, where attacked 
positions are defended by pointing out their identity with heathen 
ones, much as, later on, Christian apologists say : ‘ We teach the same 
as the Greeks.’ This fundamental disposition is ultimately the natural 
expression of, the claim, born of a superior religious consciousness, 
that their own God was the God of the whole world; and this is some- 
thing quite different from the assertions of the Greeks and the Romans 
that the polytheistic beliefs of all peoples applied to the same divine 
powprs simply called by different names. The claim of the Jews 
tends to the acknowledgement that all things belong to one God, 
whose is the Orient as well as the Occident, their own God. Thus 
the prophet Malachi already asserts that all worship offered on earth 
is offmred to Jahwe ; and a similar tendency caused any acceptable 
religious belief or practice whatever, no matter of what origin, to be 
laid hold of for the benefit of the Jewish religion, much as, again, later 
on the Christians did, as Justin proudly says : ‘ Any good thing that 
has been said, belongs to us Christians.’ This is apology of a lofty 
sort ! And by it we may see how the adoption of foreign elements 
finally turns out to be a sign of the spiritual conquest of the world 
by a regions belief. In this respect late Judaism becomes, within the 
narrow bounds of religious culture, a parallel phenomenon, if I may 
say so, to Hellenism, which likewise absorbed all available foreign 
elements. 

My colleague Professor Wende has well said : ‘ Even where foreign 
influences undoubtedly came into play, the question remains whether 
we ought not to seek in the inherent action of a religion the factor 
which gave it the bias toward this marked accessibility to foreign 
influences.’ As to late Judaism, this observation strikes the mark. 
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I think, and the proof may easily be seen in its having maintained 
its own individuality in spite of all these foreign influmoes.^ Trae, 
in the way of assimilation, the Jews did all that was possible ; but 
they did not only adapt themselves to what was foreign, they adapted 
the foreign property to their own use : and this is the point. Th^ did 
not lose themselves in foreign influences, they got the mastery of 
them ; they remained Jews, nay they became the more so by dealing 
frankly with them ; and what they adopted from without, only t^k 
the place, so to speak, of a gift offered by non-Jewish religions to the 
Jewish faith, as their tribute, which the Jews were very willing to 
accept : just as they liked to see in their temple the mounting flames 
of the sacrifice by which foreigners bowed to the God of Jbrusalem. 
Thus, finally, the accessibility of later Judaism to foreign influences is 
not incompatible with its exclusiveness ; moreover, their .having 
entered in such numbers does not point, as one might think at first 
sight, to mere passivity, but to a very pronounced activity of Jewish 
religion ; it is a sign, not of its weakness, but of its strength. 
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SOME PROBLEMS SUGGESTED BY THE 
RECENT DISCOVERIES OF ARAMAIC PAPYRI 
AT SYENE (ASSUAN) 

By OWEN C. WHITEHOUSE. (Abstract) 

Thb Aramaic Papyri brought to light by recent discovery at Syene 
have thrown a welcome light on the obscure period 470-407 B. c. Our 
sources of information upon them have hitherto been (1) the undated 
prophecies of Malachi and those of the Trito-Isaiah, according to 
recent criticism (Isa, Ivi-lxvi), and (2) the memoirs contained in Ezra 
and Nehemiah which were redacted two centuries later, i.e. 250 B.o., 
and of disputed historic validity. These papyri, which are in nearly 
every case dated, afford us a clear spot of light. We shall chiefly refer 
to the three papyri edited by Sachau, of which the first is most complete. 
It will be our endeavour to see how far the light they afford will carry 
us into the contemporary and earlier history of Israel. 

I. The Aramaic of these documents is the biblical Aramaic. The 
Ganaanite Hebrewavas rapidly becoming obsolete as a spoken language. 
We may therefore accept the Revised Version rendering of nephdrash 
in Neh. viii. 8, given in the margin of the Revised Versimi, ‘ and they 
read in the book, in the law of God tvith an interpretation.' In other 
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^ilbrds, Aramaic was the spoken language of the ordinaiy Jewish exile, 
and Helwfew was to most of them unfamiliar. Moreover, we know that 
Aramaio was understood by the educated and official class in Jerusalem 
nearly three centuries earlier, in the days of Hezekiah, as the appeal 
of the Jerusalem rulers to Babshakeh in 2 Kings xviii. 26, ‘ Speak to 
thy servants in Aramaic ’ (in the earlier Isaiah narrative), clearly 
infficates. Archaeological evidence demonstrates that as far back as 
the^ eighth century b.o.^ Aramaic had become the lingua franca of 
Western Asia. Ibe legal and commercial documents in the newly 
publiiffi^ volume by Albert Clay, of cuneiform texts from Nippur 
(seventh to fifth centuries), consist of tablets with dockets in Aramaic. 
In the ligfit of these facts the question for Old Testament critics arises, 
how far are we to allow the appearance of sporadic Aramaisms to 
determine the lateness of a passage ? 

II. 8ome light is thrown by the papyrus (edited by Sachau) on the 
date of Joel. Nowack, Cornill, and Marti argue from internal indica* 
tions that Joel’s prophecies w'ere composed about 400 B. c. Now at 
the close of these oracles we read that Egypt is to become a desolation 
on account of the outrages perpetrated on the Jew's (iv. 19). These 
outrages we may surely connect with the destruction of the temple of 
Yaha at Yeb (Elephantine) by the Egyptian priests of the god Hnub 
(Hnum), to which the letter addressed to Bagohi (lines 5-12) bears 
witness. This took place about 409 B. c., and confirms the view's 
respecting the date of Joel already propounded by the above scholars. 

III. l^e temple at Elephantine existed in the days of Cambyses, 
626 B.O., as lines 13 foil, show: ‘When Cambyses invaded Egypt 
he found that shrine built, but the shrines of the gods of Egypt they 
destroyed every one, while in that shrine no one injured anything 
whatever.’ This special favour shown to the Jews by Cambyses was 
anjnheritance from the policy of his father Cyrus, who associates his 
son’s name with his own in the clay cylinder (lines 27 and 36) in the 
deference shown to Babylonian worship. This sheds a gleam of light 
on the historicity of Ezra, chap, i (with respect to the edict of restora- 
tion and temple rebuilding), and enhances its validity so strongly 
Questioned by Kosters. 

IV. The papyri edited by Cowley and Sayce, as well as the stateli- 

ness of the temple of Yahu at Elephantine, indicated in the Sachau 
papyrus (lines 10-12), point to a large and prosj)erous Jewisli com- 
munity, They were probably fairly numerous in the exile period. The 
SlnUm of Isa. xlix, 12 cannot on various grounds, phonetic and historic, 
be identified with the Chinese. For rqpd (cf. nsiO 

Ezek. xxix. 10, xxx. 6), or ‘ inhabitants of Syene ’. The reference is to 

* Compare the remarks of Cowley in the Introduction to Sayce and Cowley’s 
edition of the Aramaic Papyri of Syene, p. 20. 
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this Jewidi 0 (Hiuaunity. Compare tiie- oi^r refersoss tO' th« Jewk^i 
diaspora in Isa. xi. 11 foil. . 

y. The offerings of the temple at £le{diantin^ burnh- offerings, 
meal offerings and incense (lines 20, 21), and lasting in times of sonrow, 
exhibit no suggestion of illegitimate forms of w(»8hip. Yahw^ 4^ahfl) 
alone is worshipped. There is no mention of ^edeaihim os ^fedisheth, 
or of an Aaherah. As in the Old Testament the priests ci other gods 
are called by the Aramaic equivalent of the Hebrew kemsenn (linq 5). 
Prcffessor Sayce notes in his Introduction (p. 10) that the Jewish proper 
names are compounded with that of Yahweh as much as (he hames of 
the orthodox Jews who returned to Palestine from the captivity. 
They were therefore very different from the Jews settled fb Migdol, 
Tahpanhes, and Memphis in the days of Jeremiah. These burned 
incense to the Queen of Heaven (Jer. xliv. 16). They had recently 
migrated thither, and those of the fresh migration, under Johanan ben 
Kareah, were joining their kinsmen in Pathros and elsewhere. The 
language used by the inhabitants to Jeremiah, xliv. 18 f., refers 
to their untoward experiences in Palestine and not in Egypt (cf. xlii. 14). 
The origin of the purer worship in Sycne goes back to the days of 
Hezekiah, whose reforms in worship are reported not only in 2 i^ngs 
xviii. 4, but in xxi. 3 and xviii. 22 (a distinct source, ,viz. the earlier 
Isaiah biography). These were the influences which affected the settle- 
ment at Syene, not those of Josiah’s reformation when centralization 
of worship was a ruling principle. 

The Sachau papyrus traces the temple-structure back 120 years to 
the time of Cambyses, and then states vaguely (line 13) : ‘ already in 
the days of the kings of Egjrpt our fathers erected that temple.’ The 
temple was probably preceded in early times by another simpler 
structure. 

Hos. ix. 3-6 indicates that in consequence of the Assyrian invasions 
there was a considerable migration to Egypt where food was unclean : 
* Egypt shall gather them, Memphis bury them.’ In the last decade 
of the eighth century there was a close, friendly relation between Egypt 
and Hezekiah. For Hezekiah, though he ruled over a small realm, 
occupied an important strategic position, and held the place suzerafli 
to the Philistine towns who looked to him for protection. This is clearly 
shown by the small, misdated oracle, Isa. xiv. 28-32, and by the Taylor- 
cylinder of Sennacherib. In the Palestinian campaign there described 
(cols. 2 and 3) Hezekiah holds an important place. Even Ethioiua, in 
its hour of apprehension (Isa. xviii), sends its messengers in papyrus 
boats down the Nj|}e to Jerusalem. The resident Israelites (Ephnaimite 
and to a certain extent perhaps Jewish) would look to Hezekiah as 
their political protector. 

These facts throw light on Isa. xix. 19-22, an Isaianio fragment in 
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» patchwork of luni'Isaiamc passages, beginning with the 
formal^, ‘ in that day.’ The passage begins : ‘ In that day there shall 
be an>ldtar to Yahw^ in the midst of the land of Egypt and a pillar 
beside its border unto Yahweh.’ The ‘ border ’ or ‘ boundary ’ (gebhul) 
is an approiniate designation of Elephantine, a frontier fortress towards 
Nnl^ (See note on papyrus B, line 3, p. 37, in Cowley and Sayce’s 
edltioa.) Hie oracle prophesies future trouble and disciplinary chastise- 
QM^t to £gypt, Evidently Assyria, ‘ the rod of Yahweh’s anger ’ 
(Isa. X. 5)^is intended, and we know that this ‘ smiting ’ did take place 
in the days of Alurbanipal. 

N<^ this is the section tp which, as Josephus tells us {Wars of Jews, 
vii. 10. 2J, Onias, son of Simon, appealed when he erected a temple at 
Heli<9olis. No such passage as this could possibly have been inserted 
in the Jewish prophetic oracles after the exile period. Such a passage 
as this, which deliberately legitimizes the erection of an altar and 
mas^bdh (pillar) in Egypt, could hardly have found a place in Jewish 
writings ci recognized validity after the temple of Zerubbabel was built 
unless it had, like the documents J and E, the prestige of ancient 
authority and a great name. 

Now in this passage and Amos v. 25 (also genuine) the expression 
‘ slaughtered Qffering and meal offering ’ is a difficult phrase, as this 
distinction was post^Deuteronomic. Marti argues that in the Amos 
passage ‘ meal offerings ’ was added by a later gloss-writer, which is 
very probable. In the Isaiah passage we need have no scruple in 
erasing ‘ slaughtered offering’ {zd)hah)\ for the LXX read kui irovqvrovtn 
OvtrCat (there is no cr^ayta). 

When we compare the above-quoted Hosea passage we note distinct 
conceptions coexisting respecting Yahweh’s power and sovereignty. 
The Hosea passage regards land outside Palestine as unclean, and 
sacrifices there as invalid. This is the well-known popular tradition 
refiected in the books of Samuel and elsewhere. The Isaiah passage 
refieots the teaching of Amos respecting Yahweh’s universal power 
and soverei^ty. I suggest that its application to Eg 3 q)t was to the 
Hebrew relatively easy. In the Hosea passage Egypt does not appear 
fo be placed on quite the same footing as Assyria. Ephraim ‘ returns 
to Egypt ’, out of which God had ‘ called His son ’. Winckler’s dis- 
covery of the land Mu$r south of Judah (proved by two distinct lines 
of evidence) originated from an extension of the Egyptian territory 
eastward (compare the Greek name Syria for the western extension 
of the A883rrian empire). Note the exceptional position of privilege 
assigned to Egypt in common with Edom (as compared with Ammon 
and Moab) in Heut. xxiii. 7 foil. (8 Heb.). Also note the relation of 
Abraham to Hagar the Egyptian (probably Musrite). So it was 
OMy to believe that Yahweh’s sway extended to Egypt. It was 
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peculiarly his own. He gives Egypt to Hebuohadremr as hire for 
that monarch’s siege of Tyre (Ez^. xxix. 18-20). Similarly in the 
Dentero^lsaiah (xliii. 3), Yahweh gives Egypt to Cyras as his ransom 
for Jewish freedom. 

VI. The mysterious Malachi passage (i. 10 foil.), if we follow 
Ewald’s interpretation, receives some light from the papyri dis> 
covered at Elephantine : * From East to West my name is great atn<mg 
the nations and in every spot incense is offered to my name and a pjne 
sacrifice.’ If by the term West or ‘ setting of the Sun’ such areanctuary 
as the temple at Yeb is intended, we have to assume that <)thef sb^es 
existed in the East, which in the future may yet be revealed by the 
traces discovered by the explorer. 
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RELIGIOUS WISDOM AS CULTIVATED IN 
OLD ISRAEL IN COMMON WITH 
NEIGHBOURING PEOPLES' 

By CONRAD von ORELLI 

The old religion of Israel, which in former times was considered 
to be like an oasis in the vast desert of paganism, has been shown 
to bear some relation to the religions of neighbouring peoples all 
around. The cult of Israel, as well as its civil law, its religious manners 
and customs, as well as its cosmogony and sacred poetry, are shown 
to be more or less similar to those of the Assyrians, Babylonians, 
Arabians, and to be connected even with Egypt. 

But notwithstanding all the marks of cohesion with other nations, 
the Israelite genius proves to be an original one in all these spheres 
of religious life. The prophetic view of divine and human things 
assures to it a peculiarity of views and judgement which clearly 
distinguishes the Old Testament from every other monument of 
Oriental antiquity. The Law of Sinai bears a stamp of its own, while 
the national history, as it is reported in the canonical books, has no 
counterpart in the annals of other nations. The Psalms are different 
in spirit and religious feeling from the Babylonian prayers. And as 
regards the Prophets, the very representatives and promoters of 
religion, we vainly look for persons of equal spiritual condition and 
infiuence, though the name of neht’»m was common enough in Palestine, 
Ammon, Moab, and elsewhere. The Israelites themselves held the 
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fitai coaviotion that they possessed the pririlege of true divine revela- 
tion. 

There is one sphere, however, which shows a more intimate con- 
nexion of their sacred books with those of foreigners. Is it not a 
strange phenomenon that in the poem of Job the author has chosen 
the masters of religious wisdom amongst a people dwelling beyond 
the frontier of Israel ? As regards Job himself, the great hero of 
th^poem, there may be some doubt whether he belongs to an Aramean 
or an Edcnnite tribe ; but Eliphaz, the most venerable of his friends, 
the very pillar of patriarchal wisdom, is called a Temanite 
and ascribed in this way tp Edom. 

Israel, *we know, was well aware of its separation from Edom not 
only by political but also by religious boundaries. The poet himself 
did not forget it ; he carefully avoids putting the holy name of the 
ged of Israel, Jahveh, upon the lips of the speakers. But this does 
not prevent him from allowing them to discuss a problem which 
troubled the Israelites likewise, and to look for a solution whicii 
might be satisfactory to both parties ; at all events he supposes that, 
to a vast extent, religious belief is the same amongst the tribes of 
Israel and the clans of Edom. 

But this is not the only exception to the rule that the Israelites are 
aware of having a religion of their own. When in the book of Job 
Edomitic masters of religious philosophy expose their wisdom for 
the benefit of Hebrew readers, this may bo an occasional fancy of 
the f oet. But in the book of Proverbs wo find a double statement 
of foreign origin comprising a considerable number of verses. In 
accordance with many recent scholars, I consider it to be almost 
certain that we should read (xxx. 1) ‘Tlie words of Agur, the son of 
Yakeh,the Massaite’, and at the head of the following chapter (xxxi. 1), 
‘ The words of Lemuel, king of Massa, that his mother taught him.’ 
Since Hitzig recognized this kingdom of Massa, the existence of this 
people has been confirmed by cuneiform inscriptions of Tiglathpilesarni 
and Asurbanipal, where it is mentioned as a people of Northern Arabia. 
\Ve find it also in two biblical passages (Gen. xxv. 14 ; 1 Chron. i. 30) 

the vicinity of Dumah. 

T his fact is very astonishing : pieces by foreign hands have been 
adopted by the collectors of the sacred canon. The prophecies of 
Balaam are of a different type, as they tend to glorify the God of 
Israel and his chosen people. As regards the two chapters of the 
Proverbs, we shall not examine now whether their present text is 
the work of a foreign author. The name Jahveh^ which occurs here 
regularly, and some coincidences with well-known scriptural phrases, 
may prove that they have been revised by a Hebrew scholar. On 
the other hand the presence of Arabic style and Aramaic forms has 
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been traced in both chapters ; and at all events tht sthtuge 
that they bear the name of foreign masters, cannot result from aiMtraty 
invention or through a simple mistake. ^ . 

According to these testimonies there can be little doubt that this 
sort of religious wisdom was as common in Arabia and EdolhidB as 
in Canaan. The books of the prophets confirm this view.^ Obadiah 
and Jeremiah speak of the wisdom of Edom or Teman with such 
an emphams, that this wisdom must have been the glory of E^pm 
even in the eyes of Israel (Obadiah 8 ; Jeremiah xlix. > ; Bamoh 
iii. 22 seq.). Looking at these passages we can hardly, think of a 
science other than that in which the master of Theman excels In the 
book of Job; The author of this book may have idealized in some 
degree the religious tenor of the Edomitic speeches, but we cannot 
doubt that there were in that country such teachers of religion and 
morality as appear in his poem. * 

The historical books also contain some notices about the matter. 
We read in 1 Kings (x. 1 seq.) that Solomon received the visit of the 
queen of Saba, an Arabian kingdom, as she had heard of the fame 
of his wisdom, and wished to question him. This would have no 
meaning if she, in her own country, had no masters of wisdom who 
cultivated a similar science. And when it is stated in the same book 
(iv. 30), that ‘Solomon’s wisdom excelled the wisdom of all the sons 
of the East and all the wisdom of Egypt,’ the author’s meaning must 
be that these peoples, the Dip '33, the nomadic tribes of the East, as 
well as the Egyptians, had a somewhat analogous wisdom ; else it 
would have been impossible to compare their wise men with the 
King of Jerusalem. I do not venture to say in what measure it may 
be justified, that the Book of Proverbs bears the name of Solomon, 
though it is evident that he favoured in every form the contact with 
the culture of his neighbours. As he profited by Phoenician technical 
art in building his temple of Jahveh, so he may have introduced or 
patronized the gnomic philosophy which flourished long ago in Eg3^t 
and amongst the Beduins of the desert. If such was the case, we 
can understand that in old Israel this Chokmah was not considered 
to be a privilege of the people of Jahveh, though of course this wisdoid* 
was modified to a certain degree and purified by teachers who were 
worshippers of this Gk)d. We perceive in that case the high respect 
which they showed, oven in later times, for the old wisdom of their 
neighbours, and we can easily explain that they did not despise 
learning from the masters of old in Edom and Arabia : at the same 
time they might hqpe to find for their own teaching intelligent hearers 
beyond the narrow frontier of their nation, as it is reported about 
Solomon. 

But the spiritual character of the Old Testament — CSiokmah itsdf — 
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» foUer expLanation aa soon aa we accept that origin of Hebrew 
wisdom which is suggested by the notices we have collected from 
different parts of Hebrew literature. It is well known that the 
Chokomh books differ remarkably from the rest of Old Testament 

soripbam* Not only is the name of Jahveh avoided in some of them 

thia^may be the case in other books too — ^but the whole spiritual 
phjrsiognomy is a different one. We find in these books no allusion 
to tha covenant of Moses or to the great deeds of Jahveh in the history 
of fiia poo]|^e which are so frequently referred to in the Psalms, or 
in the. eaho^tions of the prophets. It is most striking that the 
special revelations to Israel^are entirely ignored, not only in the poem 
of Job, btft also in the Book of Proverbs, which consists of a collection 
by different authors. The soil on which this wisdom flourishes is a 
more extwisive one ; it is what we call the ‘ religio naturalis ’, the 
general revelation accessible to the whole of mankind. God’s mani- 
festations in the universal creation are the very territory where these 
mastfos are moving. The wonders of nature show the might and 
wisdom of Glod which surpass every human intellect. Besides, it is 
human life, the history of mankind, the experience of the day, where 
the justice and bounty of God is to be admired. Good manners in 
civil and family life are insisted upon without appealing to Mosaic 
law. 

Of course this general piety, along with its maxim, ‘ The fear of 
the Lord is the beginning of knowledge,’ docs not contradict the 
preempts of the sacred law, or the admonitions of the prophets. But 
the intelligent student of the Bible will not fail to observe that as 
a rule the moral level is lower in the Proverbs than in the Prophets 
and Psalms. In the Proverbs we find rules of life drawn rather from 
experience and reasonable morality than inspired by the presence of 
the holy God of the prophets. This difference cannot be attributed 
to the didactic nature of these books. Take c. g. the Hundred Sentences 
of AU. This collection of Muhammadan proverbs certainly shows 
a spirit as elevated as the Qur'an itself ; many of its sayings surpass 
those of Muhammad by their religious genius. 

♦The cosmopolitan character of the books of Chokmah (Proverbs, 
Job, Ecclesiastes) has long ago been observed ; but it has not yet been 
sufficiently explained, as I think. I cannot concur with recent scholars 
who attribute all these books to only one period of Judaic thinking, 
influenced by Greek philosophy. The practical genius of this wisdom, 
as well as its gnomic form, points to a Semitic origin. And literary 
arguments, which cannot be discussed at this momeqt, prove that this 
kind of religious philosophy, as well as the poetry of the Psalms, had 
been cultivated in Israel for a long period. Thus we cannot deny the 
astonishing fact, that simultaneously with the theocratic teaching 
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of priests and prophets there were teachers who professed in thdr 
schools a morality and piety of a more general oluuraoter. It is not 
even impossible — and some notices make it probable — ^that the same 
persons could teach in both ways. 

The only satisfactory solution of the problem seems to me to be 
found in that relation to the wisdom of other peoples which we have 
stated above. If from the beginning Israel felt herself indebted for 
this knowledge to other nations, we can easily understand that it 
was considered as a neutral zone, where wise men met wit)^ venerable 
masters of other tribes which also knew the fear of €lod>and its 
enlightening power for every man. ^ ' 

Unfortunately we do not possess any remnants of analogoua wisdom 
of other Semitic peoples. As regards Babylonia, I should be happy 
if any of my learned hearers, more deeply initiated into the secrets of 
cuneiform texts, would give me some specimens of a similar character. 
But it is well known that in Eg3^t this kind of teaching flourished 
from very early times. I only mention the papyrus Prisae, which con- 
tains some pages of very remote antiquity attributed to Kakimna, a 
governor of the third dynasty, and another one of greater extent, 
>vritten by the old Ptah-hotep, a governor of the fifth dynasty. The 
sentences of Ani and Amenemhat show that this kind of teaching 
was not neglected in later generations. 

If we compare the most important of these documents, the book of 
Ptah-hotep with our biblical Proverbs, there exists no doubt a certain 
spiritual affinity. The topics are a good deal the same. The Egyptian 
monitor warns his son against gluttony, loquacity, idleness, disimedi- 
ence, proudness, evil temper, and all sorts of excesses. He recom- 
mends to him wisdom, courtesy, and devotion to his superior, justice, 
love of his wife, good education of his son, &c. It is true that the 
social scale of duties is a different one. The old Egyptian governor 
introduces his pupil to the diplomatic career ; he initiates him into 
the secrets of dealing with the dignitaries of the court, and into the 
obligations of royal service. We are astonished to see to what 
a high degree from very ancient times ceremonial behaviour had 
developed amongst the leading class of this country. The Hebrew 
masters presuppose a more modest level and less ambitious aspirations 
for their disciples. Nevertheless precepts relating to the intercourse 
of subjects with the king, and even such as refer to the king himself, 
are by no means wanting in the Proverbs of Solomon. They occur 
so frequently that they form a strong argument against the post- 
exilic origin of the whole book. 

It may be a mere play of chance that in some details Egyptian 
phrases touch the biblical ones very nearly. Thus we read in the 
introduction of the compendium of Ptah-hotep a description of the 
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deosy of old men, which reminds us of the more detailed and almost 
hvmmroas picture of the same subject in Ecclesiastes, llfuch more 
strifcii^ is a passage of the same book, where the Egyptian says : 
‘ Wisdom is more difficult to be found than an emerald ; for ig 
disoovffired by slaves in the rooks of pegmatite.’ It is an allusion to 
the task of sifting this mineral, in which emeralds are found, a work 
which was done by female slaves. Who does not remember the 
splendid chapter of Job, where the secret place where wisdom is found 
is contrasted with the mines where men are digging for precious stones 
and metals^? Such artificial mines were scarcely known in Palestine. 
Thp 'description seems to take its origin from the peninsula of 
Sinai, vffiere the Egyptians held important mining-works from early 
times. 

Besides, the Book of Job seems to refer to the Pyramids, the mighty 
grave-monuments of the kings (iii. 14). And at the end of the poem 
the two beasts which are cited as irrefutable proofs of the might and 
wisdom of God, the crocodile (livjathan), and the hippopotamus 
(beh^oth), belong to the wonders of old Egypt. 

But I should lay more stress on the mental affinity. The lessons of 
Kakimna, as well as those of Ptah-hotep, are not without a religious 
basis, notwithstanding the more worldly style of their exhortations. 
As Solomon considers the fear of God to be the beginning of wisdom, 
Ptah-hotep derives his teaching from an advice of his God, who 
charged him thus to make fruitful the days of his advanced age and 
the experiences of his long life. And more than once he appeals to 
God not as a special divinity of the Egyptian pantheon, but as the 
deity who is the highest authority for the human conscience. Thus 
he admonishes the mighty one : (§ 6) ‘ Do not strike men with terror — 
God will do the same with you. If a person believe that he will gain 
life (i.e. livelihood) in this manner, God will take the bread from his 
mouth. If a man look to oppress others. He will reduce him at last 
to impotence. Do not strike men with terror, that is the will of God.’ 

Elsewhere he legalizes the established order of human society in 
these words : (§ 7) ‘ He who has the means of existence may do as 
kh pleases . , , the means of existence being in the hand of God, 
you cannot rebel against that.’ 

Or he says (of. 12, 44), ‘ A good son is a gift from God, a son doing 
more than you have demanded of him.’ 

Evidently it was not a morality independent of religion that 
Egyptian doctors taught their pupils. Even what we should call rules 
of simple prudence for practical life were esteemed a venerable doctrine 
and one pleasing to Gk>d. On the other side these moralists did not 
interfere with the peculiarities of Egyptian religion, either with its 
mythology (it is an exception when Horos is mentioned) or with 

r 
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ii» oeFemoniol duties, which take up a large portion in other books, 
as, for instance, in the£ooJb of theDead. In both respects tim analogy 
with the Chokmah-books of old Israel is obvious. 

As regards the rhythmic form, the oldest parts oI the Book of 
Frovorbs almost continually show the short sentence of tiro lines 
with an antithetical parallelism, as Bishop Bobert Lowth odled it. 
This is the case in x. 1-xxii. 16. In another part of the bo^, which 
is said to have been added by the men of Hezekiah as a ccdlectimr of 
proverbs of Solomon (xxv-xxix), the ‘parabolic’ parallelism, prevails. 
As the late Dr. Davidson observed, there exists really no reason for 
assigning a later date to this group of proyerbs. Now the Eg 3 rpt|an 
moral books we have mentioned do not show this short maitsure of 
two sentences. Nevertheless I should not deny all possibility of its 
Egyptian origin. 

But I should not like to go so far as to claim a direct influence of 
Egyptian wisdom upon Hebrew wisdom. It is much more probable 
that we have to accept a missing link between them. It seems to me 
to be the most natural solution of the question to find this missing 
link in the famous wisdom of Edom and its kinsmen ; whom the Hebrews 
called the children of the East. These tribes had felt the influence of 
Egyptian culture in early days, and were in closer relation then with 
Israel regarding language and religion. Here might have been the 
home of this wisdom, whence it found its way to the people of the 
Bible from the time of Solomon. 

At all events in post-exilic times Judaism was much less favoui;ably 
disposed to such a liberal intercourse as may have taken place in 
former periods. After the exile, the kinsmen in Edom, Moab, Ac., 
were perhajm more hated than the Babylonians by the devout members 
of the Jewish congregation. The barriers that separated them from the 
unclean brethren were strengthened by Esdras and Nehemiah. When 
the law was the prevailing religion, the old liberal notion of pious life 
and wisdom had to undergo a revision. 

On this account it is extremely interesting to compare the Book 
of Proverbs with Ecclesiasticus. In this ooUection, which the son of 
Sira laid down at the beginning of the second century before Christl 
we have a magazine of didactic poetry, as it may have been ourrwit 
in Jewish schools during the centuries after Esdras. It is no more 
the wide-hearted Chokmah of the Proverbs of Solomon, but the special 
morality of Judaism. Chokmah means no more the piety of all the 
children of Abram but the legal correctness of the Jewish life. The 
territory of wisdop is no more a neutral zone wh^ the difierent 
members of the great Hebrew family meet together on equal terms, 
^Edomites' and Arameans or Arabians along with the sons of Jacob. 
In Ecclesiasticus Chokmah is the privilege of Judah, it is identified 
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with the Sj^ial tevelation of Moses and the prophets. Wisdom has 
its' hoiipe in Jersoalem. 

One of my younger friends, I>r. C. Gasser, has published a remarkable 
book,^ m which he compares the two collections of proverbs, the 
canonical and the apocryphal one. He detects a deep and thorough- 
goiilg difference between them, and shows that such expressions as 
ihorah, ekohmah, justice, wickedness, &c., have undergone a change 
of ipeaning in the later period. The fear of God means now merely 
correctness in observing the sacred law ; the wise master of wisdom 
is nothihg ejse than the J ewish scribe. The fact deserves consideration 
th|it the Alexandrine version of the old Book of Proverbs shows the 
same idlas as Ben Sira. It speaks of the vo/xos, where thoralx had 
in the Hebrew text the meaning of instruction, as it is delivered to 
children by their father and mother. The wicked man (vvri) is trans- 
lated by Svo/jm, &G. And the traces of foreign origin of the last 
chapters are entirely effaced by the translation which has incorporated 
these verses into the Proverbs of Solomon himself. 

The possibility that we have here two opposite spiritual currents 
of the last centuries b. o., a cosmopolitan and a pharisaical one, cannot 
be maintained, as there exists no conscious opposition between both. 
Ben Sira attributed the canonical Proverbs to Solomon, and did not 
desist from making large use of them. 

I think, therefore, that Dr. Gasser is right in saying that the spiritual 
physiognomy of the old Chokmah-works is such as to separate tliem 
by aJai^e chronological interval from the teaching of Ben Sira. 

Certainly the books of which we have been speaking do not reveal 
the highest truths and the deepest secrets of the Old Testament religion. 
But they possess their special charm and religious value. The very 
fact that we find here not only an unconscious relation but a conscious 
connexion and interchange of ideas between nations, separated by 
different religious laws and customs, is of great importance. When 
from the days of the old kings rulers of different clans and tribes 
sat together as the friends of Job, interchanging their knowledge of 
old sayii^ and proverbs and discussing practical religious problems, 
Vfbe it not a prelude to future times, in which the access to the highest 
revelation, bestowed on Judah, was opened to all nations of the 
world ? 

’ Jdb. Conrad Gasser, Das aUhd)ritische Spruchlmch und die SptHclte J esu JBen 
Atnt, Giitersloh, Bertelsmann, 1903. 
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NOTICE OF THE WRITINGS OF ABCT 
•ABDALLAH AL-HARITH B. ASAD AL-MU- 
HASIBl, THE FIRST StTFl AUTHOR 

By D. S. MARGOLIOUTH. (Abstract) „ 

This person figures as the seventh in ^ushairl’s list of saintSy and 

is the first to whom any writings are attributed. Short biogr|^hicll^of 
him are furnished by Kushaii^, Ibn Khallik&n, Ibn al-WardI, and 
others, the fullest being that by Subkl in his lists of Shfifi’ites. This 
last tells a story explaining the otherwise attested disapproval of 
MuhasibI by Ahmad b. Hanbal on the ground of professional jealousy, 
the latter being envious of Muhasibl’s fame as a preacher ; it also shows 
that the phenomenon of ecstasy was not wanting in the stances of 
the earliest ^fifls. Subkl further gives the number of Muhssibl’s works 
as 200 ; the fullest list of titles is that furnished by the library of Abti 
Bakr b. Khair, which only amounts to seven. The most celebrated 
of these is the ‘ Treatise on the Observation of God’s CSaims ’, which 
exists in the Bodleian Library in full, and in the Berlin Library in 
epitome ; a portion of another (on Asceticism) is preserved in Ghazall’s 
* Revival of the Religious Sciences ’ ; of another, called ‘ The Healing 
of the Heart’s Disease ’, an account was given by Sprenger iA the 
Journal of the Bengal Asiatic Society. One on the Resurrection is 
said to exist in Paris. Another on Morals exists at Constantinople in 
the Keupriilu-Zadeh Library, and of this the writer possesses a copy. 
Some small treatises also are preserved in Berlin. 

All these works are homiletic in character, none representing the 
metaphysical side of the author’s activity, which, however, was suffi- 
cient to secure him a place in the history of the Sects of Islam, his name 
being associated with the Sifatls, whose later representatives were the 
Ash'arites. Prom the nature of their style and contents, which display 
evident improvisation and various characteristics of revivalist preach* 
ing, it is reasonable to suppose that they are reccnrds of sermons actually 
delivered, which, if collected during a series of years, might reach the 
number of volumes mentioned by Subkl. 

With regard to the light which they throw on the origin of 
it is to be noticed that these sermons show evident trades of the use 
of the Gospel, as iftdeed the work on the * Observation of Gk)d’8 Claims ’ 
commences with a repetition of the Parable of the Sower, without 
distinct mention of its source. TheKeupriilfi treatise, which is against 
hypocrisy, might be said to be an expansion of the doctrines of the 
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Sermon on the Mount : and to the phraseology of the Gospels there 
seem to be some clear allusions : these may be due to infiltration or to 
actual study of the Grospels on the author’s part. 

With regard to the relation of MuhasibI to the later $afism, his 
language is free from the technicalities afterwards so largely employed 
by Ibn ‘ArabI, and on the whole from those collected by KushaiiT ; the 
ideas, however, embodied in the latter appear to occur. One of these 
is |ho hierarchy of saints, and the stages in the religious life, with 
spedal definitions of the virtues whereby those stages are to be attained : 
anothef tha theory of ‘ absorption in the Deity for which the technical 
tepn tan& does not appeav to occur. The asceticism recommended by 
Muhasift differs from that preached by ‘Abd al-Kadir, the latter being 
disciplinary only and temporary, whereas the former is to last through 
life. Like *Abd al>Kadir, however, MuhasibI expresses shame for the 
Moslem Paradise ; and like Ibn ‘ArabI he employs the formula ‘not to 
think ill of Gh)d ’, without, however, drawing from it the same far- 
reaching consequences. 

Finally the author of the paper collected a few historical and archaeo- 
logical allusions out of the writings of MuhasibI, which (ho thought) 
scarcely deserved translation, though they might, if published in the 
original, be of use to Moslem communities for practical purposes. 
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THE OLDEST PERSIAN MANUAL OF 
SUFIISM 

By R. a. NICHOLSON. (Abstract) 

The Kashfu *l-Ma^jub, or ‘ Revelation of the Mystery was com- 
posed in the latter half of the eleventh century by 'All b. Uthman 
al-JuUftbl al-HujwIrl, a native of Ghazna, in reply to certain questions 
^hioh were addressed to him by a fellow-townsman, Aba Sa'id al- 
HuJwM. Orientalists have long recognized the importance of this 
work as one of the oldest authorities for the early history of ^Ofiism, 
but hitherto no attempt has been made to utilize the invaluable infor- 
mation which may be derived from it. As regards the author we know 
littie beyond what he tells of himself Incidentally. The date of his 
deatii is given as 466 or 464a.h., but probably he died after 466 a.b., 
for he seems to have survived Abu ’1-Qasim al-QushayrI, who passed^ 
awsy in that year. BIb Shaykh and model in ^ufiism was Abu ’1-Fadl » 
Mui^ammad b. al>Hasan al-Khuttall, a pupil of Abu ’1-Hasan al-Hufrl. 
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Hufil, who died in 371 A.H., was the sole pupil of -Aha Bakr at«lSbib&, 
who was himself a pupil of the famous Junajrd. The authinr also 
received instruction from Shaykh Abu ’l-'Ahbas al*AshqftnI (Shaq&m), 
who based his doctrine on the theory of /and, or sdlf-annihilal^on ; and 
he mentions a large number of Shaykhs whom he met and oonversed 
with in the course of his wanderings. Among many allusions to matters 
of autobiographical interest I con notice here only one, namely, the 
fact that part, at any rate, of the present work was written while^he 
authmr was a captive at Lahawur in the district of Multan in the 
Punjab. Besides the Kaahfu 'l-Meikjiib he composed several treatises 
on Sadism, as well as a volume of poetry, «but he complains bittli^ly 
that they were either left unread or mutilated by unscrupulous persoos 
who passed them oft as their own compositions. None of these books 
have come down to us. 

Although he was a Sunni in theology, al-Hujwfrl, like many Sdflt 
before and after him, managed to reconcile his orthodoxy with an 
advanced type of mysticism, in which the theory of fana holds a domi- 
nant place, but he scarcely goes to such extreme lengths as would 
justify us in calling him a pantheist. He strenuously opposes and 
describes as heretical the doctrine that human personality can be 
merged and extinguished in the being of God. He compares annihila- 
tion in the mystic sense to burning by fire, which transmutes the 
quality of all things to its own quality, but leaves their essence un- 
changed ; iron, for example, can never be converted into fire. In other 
points, too, such as the excitation of ecstasy by music and singing; and 
the use of erotic symbolism in mystical poetry, his attitude is m<ffe or 
less cautious. At the same time no one can read the Kaahfu *l-Ma^jG!b 
without feeling that the spirit of the work is philosophical and specu- 
lative — ^in this respect it has a thoroughly Persian flavour — and that 
the ^Oflism which it was written to elucidate is wholly incompatible 
with the dogmas of Islam. The author declares that his object is to 
set forth a complete system of ^afiism ; not to compile sayings, but to 
discuss and explain doctrines. Before stating his ovm view, he generally 
examines the current opinions on the same subject and refutes them 
if necessary. With the help of his book it is possible to realize whal 
were the principal questions that occupied ^oft teachers^ and writers 
from the ninth to the eleventh century of the Christian era, and to see 
what form these questions took under the influence of contempOTary 
thought. 

The most important and interesting part of the Kaahfu 'hMcAjuh 
is the fourteenth ahapter, entitled, ‘ On the different doctrines of the 
^^Ofl sects,* in which the author enumerates twelve m 3 rstioal sdiools 
and describes Ihe characteristic doctrine of each. Ten tiie twelve, 
he says, are recognized to be worthy of approbation, while two are 
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AS h^etioftl. The ten Approved schools, which agree in 
th^ IffhK^ples, though differing in their practice and discipline, are 
the icdtowing : 

1. The Muifiaibfe, whose founder was Ilarith b. Asad al-Muhasibi of 

Bafra(t243A.H.). 

2, The OaffOtlB, who derive from Hamdu® al-Qas^ar of NishfipQr 

(+271 A.H.). 

The TayfOrls, whose name refers to the celebrated §QfI pantheist, 
Tes^fCkr bt ‘Isft b. SurOshan, commonly known as B&yazld of Biajar^ 
(+28(1 A*. H4 

a' The JunaydlS, so called after Abu ’l-Qasim Junayd of Baghdad 

(+297 a!^.). 

5. The NOrls, whose founder was Abu ’l-Hasan al-Nurl, also of 
Baghdad (+295 a. h.). 

<* 6. The Sahhs, followers of Sahl b. ‘Abdallah of Tustar (+283 a.h.)- 

7. The Hakimis, who trace their origin to Muhammad b. 'All al- 
Sialdia of Tirmidh (+266 a.h.). 

8. The Kharrazis, whose founder was Abu Sa'Id al-Kharraz of 
Baghdad (+277 or 286 a.h.). 

9. The Khaflffo, who are spiritually descended from Muhammad 
b. Khafff of Shiraz (+331 a.u.). 

10. The Sayyails, who derive from Abu ’1-' Abbas Sayyarl of Merv 
(+342 A. H.). 

The two heretical sects are the Hululls and the Hallajis. The llululls. 
whfi^hold the doctrine of incarnation (kulul), claim to derive from Abh 
Elulman of Damascus (cf. Haarbriicker’s trans. of ShahristEitf, ii. 417) ; 
the HaUajls from Faris, a pupil of al-Ballaj. Fans alleged that his 
doctrines were identical with those of al-Hallaj, but the author declares 
that no other pupil of al-Hallaj held such tenets, and that in the books 
composed by al-Hallaj there is nothing except profound theosophy. 

The McHASiBis. The oldest of the ten orthodox schools of ^Offism, 
is that of Harith al-Muhasibl. According to al-HujwIil, the peculiarity 
of his doctrine consisted in his regarding rida, (acquiescence in God’s 
frill) as a ‘ state * (^af), not as a ‘ station ’ {maqam). In ^ufl phraseology 
%he nmne maqam is given to any one of a series of ‘ stations ’, 
throng which the traveller,, on the mystic way must pass before he 
can attain to union with God. The first of these ‘ stations ’ is repentance 
(teto6a), next comes renunciation {zuhd), then trust in God (tawakkui), 
and so on. They are gained by voluntary effort, and each one marks 
a certain (degree of achievement and merit. A ‘ state ’ {Aal), on the 
other hand, is something that descends from Gqd upon the heart, 
something that can neither be attracted nor repelled by human exertion, 
a heavenesmt ecstasy in which self-consciousness is lost. Muhfisibf 
iMld that' was not a maqam, but a In other words, he denied 
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that r%^ could be acquired by an act <A effort w voliti<»i, and «Mearied 
that it was simply and solely a gift ct Gk>d. Hie also differed from 
many Stiff shaykhs in miuntainihg that a ^ mij^t be jmmmient; 
indekl be went so far as to say that until it becomes haldtual, its 
oumer is not worthy of the name. " 

The QASSABis are distinguished by the doctrine of nudfimaf; 
whence they are also called Mal&matls. The literal meaning of 
fnalamof is ‘ blame In ^Gfiism it has the signification of * bli^e 
incurred by a holy man through his acting in a way that gives 
offence to people who do not understand his motives *. Fqp e±ample, 
one venerated by his neighbours and m danger of falling 
the sin of spiritual pride might intentionally commit some Iffeaoh of 
the religious law in order to turn the hearts of the people away from 
him. Some Malamatls, not satisfied with acting sincerely and ignoring 
public opinion, made a point of drawing censure upon themselves by 
actions which bore the appearance of evil, but were really innocent. 

TheTAYFUBis and Junaydis are so called after two famous Shffs who 
<ipok opposite sides in the mystical movement of the third century A.H. 
Tayfur was the personal name of Ba,yadd of Bis^m, a Persian who 
seems to have been the first to give Sufiism a definitely pantheistic 
form, while Junayd stands out as the protagonist of the.moderate, or 
at all events more discreet Suffs, who profess that their religionis in per- 
fect harmony with the Koran and Apostolic traditions. The controversy 
between these schools was waged over two expressions familiar to 
students of Moslem theosophy : ‘ intoxication ’ {mhr) and * sobriety ’ 
{sakwy. In the language of mystics, ‘ intoxication * denotes violent 
passion and longing for God, and * sobriety ’ denotes the attainment 
of one’s desire. B^yazld and the Tayfuns who follow him prefer the 
former state. They argue that ‘ sobriety ’ depends on the subsistence 
and equilibrium of human attributes, which are the greatest veil that 
can come between God and man, whereas ‘ intoxication ’ entails the 
destruction of these attributes and the survival of those faculties alone 
that are not tainted with mortality. To this the Junaydis answer that 

* intoxication ’ is inconsistent with sanity, and that without smiif^ it 
is impossible to arrive at true comprehension of the Divine. Blindness? 
they urge, will never free a man from tl^ bondage of phenomena : in 
order to be free, he must see things as they really are. Such vision is 
attainable only by the ‘ sober ’. 

The doctrine peculiarly associated with the Nobis is expressed by 
the term Uhar, which means literally * preference ’, but in this c<»i> 
nexi<m implies thegpreference of another’s interest to one’s own, and is 
synonymous with altruism or self-sacrifice. 

* The SahUs laid particular stress on the spiritual warfare {mtjdAaia) 
with the passions by means of austerities, such as fasting and acts of 
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devotion, such as dhikr. White @hfts in general consider that self* 
morti&sation is an indirect means of attaining contemplation {muaha- 
hada}i Sahl al*Tiistai 3 held that it is the direct cause. ‘ You must serve 
God,* he said, * befme you can be united to Him : union is the imme- 
diate result of service* performed with God’s blessing.’ Against his 
0]^>onent8, who pronounced union to be t^e fruit of Divine grace 
(/o^), he appealed to the prophets, all of whom teach that mortification 
is ^bligatcny. Their laws and commandments must be vain, unless 
mortification produces contemplation. 

The *doc,trine of the Ha^mIs deals with the nature and various 
d^p^ of saintship (wiloffai), the validity of miracles, the distinction 
between the miracles of the prophets and those of the saints, &c. 
It is interesting to note that Muhammad b. ‘All al-Haklm first de- 
veloped the well-known §fifl doctrine of a hierarchy of saints, on 
whom depends the order of the world, headed by the Qvth or Ghmoth. 
He held that the saints are not, like the prophets, divinely protected 
from sin {ma'^um), but that they are preserved from whatever is incon- 
sistent with saintship, e.g. infidelity. This is the view of MulAsihi 
and Junayd. Others believe that saintship involves obedience to 
God {taat) and is forfeited by any one who commits a great sin. 

Three sectj have still to bo mentioned : the Kharrfizls, the Khafifis, 
and the S«.yyarls. The special doctrine of the KjHABBAS^ is * Annihila- 
tion and Subsistence ’ (fana u baqa), of the KHAifrfs, ‘ Absence and 
Presence ’ {ghaybat u hwlur), and of the Sayyaris, ‘ Union and Separa- 
tiot]^’ {janC u tafriqa). I will conclude this summary with a brief 
account of the KharrazI doctrine, which had a far-reaching infiuence. 
Unfortunately it is not easy to disentangle the doctrine itself from 
the author’s elucidation of it. 

Al-Hujwiri observes that Abu Sa'id al-Kharra.z was the first to 
discourse on the theory of fana and baqa, and that he expressed the 
whole of his doctrine in these two terms, which are employed by 
m3rstios to denote the perfection of saintship, in reference to those 
who have transcended all ‘ stations ’ and ‘ states *, and have found 
the object of their search. It is a grave error to suppose that fana 
involves annihilation of essence and personality, or that baqa implies 
any connexion between the lyiman and Divine natures. Fana and baqa, 
when predicated of us, are attributes of ourselves : fana is aimihilation 
of our thought of phenomena, and baqa is perpetuation of our thought 
of God. Abti Sa'id al-KharrSz defined fana as ‘ dying to the sight of 
human abasement (ubadiyya) and living in the contemplation of 
Divine omnipotence (rvbvtbiyya) ’, i.e. the true serv^t of Gted is so lost 
in contemplation that he no longer attributes his actions to himself 
but refers them all to God. * 
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POPULAR JUDAISM AT THE TIME OF THE 
SECOND TEMPLE IN THE LIGHT 
OF SAMARITAN TRADITIONS 

Bt M. GASTEB. (Abstract) 

I WISH to attack a problem which hitherto has not to my knonidedge 
received that full attention which its importance dese^es," via. — 
What were the popular beliefs and popular practices among l^e 
especially in the provinces and in the Diaspora, during the detunes 
before and after the destruction of the Second Temple ? 

There are no contemporary sources which could throw light on the 
religious beliefs and practices of the Jews during that period. The 
literary tradition of a purely Jewish character starts later, and is 
embodied in the Aggadic and Halachic works emanating from certain 
schools. These represent partly the practical and partly the theoretical 
developments of tradition, aind allow only by inference conclusions as 
to the real life led by the people in Jerusalem. Little, if any, oi 
the popular practices outside Jerusalem can be found in these writings. 
The same holds good for the Apocryphal literature which Ims recently 
been the object of scientific investigation. These writings emanate 
also mostly from scribes ; their authors are learned men : they live 
mostly, if not exclusively, in Jerusalem. Their thoughts, conceptions, 
and ideas centre round the Temple and its worship, and no notice is 
taken, except in a few stray allusions, of the practices followed by 
the people at large, and by those who lived far away from Jerusalem. 
Each author of these Apocryphal writings seems to have a stand- 
point of his own ; and the range of vision is limited by the fact that 
almost every one of the writers is engaged in polemical warfare. 
Each one tries to confound his neighbour and to uphold strenuously 
one special point of view. He may be the exponent of a school of 
thought or of a political religious faction. But these were not the 
views of the general public, of the mass of the nation, who took verf 
little interest in the party fights going on between the various sects 
inside Jerusalem. This explains why there seems to be such a pro- 
found gap between the beliefs and notions contained in the Apocryphal 
writings and the Bible, Old Testament as well as New Testament. 
Many beliefs and practices in the latter appear, therefore, somewhat 
strange, and atten^ts have been made for a long time to find their 
origin and explanations in extraneous sources and extraneous influences. 
t)ne source of infoimation has hitherto, however, been somewhat 
neglected. 1 am alluding to the Samaritans. 
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/^i^thout expecting too much — for we are standing practically at 
the tanning of such investigations — I may say that some valuable 
itifcMnnation could be gleaned from the traditions and religious beliefs 
and practices of the Samaritans. First, of course, it will have to be 
determined whether these traditions and ideas which are found in 
their writings and prayers and in their daily religious practices are 
of a purely Jewish and pre-Christian origin, or whether the Samaritans 
h{^ adopted, in addition to the Jewish tenets, also Christian and 
Mohammedan practices. Most of the scholars who have studied the 
Samaritan, literature have limited their investigations almost exclu- 
si^lPy to their Liturgy, .and have accepted almost as a dogma the 
vmw that the Samaritans owe many of their ideas and beliefs to 
every possible source : they are said to be indebted not only to 
Rabbinical, late Judaism, to Karaites and the heathen inhabitants, 
to the Hauran, but also to Christianity, and most extensively to 
Arabic teachings and examples. They are not credited with having 
retained or having possessed an3rthmg of their own. But I have 
failed hitherto to find the slightest proof for these assertions. It is 
much more natural to assume that they have shown the same tenacity 
in retaining these ancient practices and beliefs which they held long 
before the rise of Christianity, instead of believing that they have 
been con^ntly changing at every turn in their history. If it can 
be shown that Islam had no effect upon their religion, and a very 
slight one, if any, upon their religious rites, we should feel perfectly 
justified in believing that they have kept themselves also independent 
of other infiuences. For the last twelve hundred years they have 
stood under the exclusive influence and dominion of the Mohammedan 
rulers, and have lived under comparative toleration ; and yet, although 
they had adopted the Arabic language and had almost forgotten their 
own Samaritan and Hebrew language, still not a trace of Moham- 
medan influences can be shown in their Liturgy, in its system, order, 
and recital. I must guard against a common fallacy which considers 
everything written in the Arabic language or found in Mohammedan 
writings as if it were of Mohammedan origin. The Arabs have 
*t>orrowed at the beginning wholesale from Jew and Christian alike, 
and much that is treated now as Mohammedan may be, and often 
is, of a different origin altogether. It is time that a ‘ Caveat ’ be 
uttered. The relation between Samaritans and Christians was, on 
the contrary, of short duration and marked by terrible persecutions 
on the part of the Christians, by a far bitterer feud between them 
than between the Samaritans and the Jews. lender such circum- 
stances. it is not likely that the Samaritans should have adopted 
anything from the Christians. Their literature is anything but com^ 
prehensive. They have the Law, and some Apocr3rpha, but not the 
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Prophets. They have a primitive set of prayers — enlarged later <m 
by a few hymns — and ample Lessons from the Law. They hai^ one 
attempt at codification of the Law, made in the tenth or Seventh 
century, a few polemical writings and a chronicle copied out by 
every subsequent writer, and going, therefore, under different names, 
and finally a mystical, cabalistic, magical literature, of which nothing 
haus been known hitherto. I have been fortunate enough to secure, 
through the munificence of my friend Mr. S. T. Cohen, of Manches^r, 
the chief monument of that literature, the famous Samaritarp mystical 
‘ Shem-ha-mitfaresh *, corresponding to the Jewish ‘ Shem h%mefota8h * 
the Ineffable Name of Grod, the value and (importance of whicli'^r 
the histoiy of Cabbalah cannot be over-rated. I am exhiMting it 
here, and 1 may say, that as far as I am aware, it is the first time for 
centuries that it is shown in pubUc or seen outside of NaUus. (One 
copy bears the date 1342.) Markah, of the fourth century, knowft 
already an elaborate system of mystical cabalistic teaching among 
the Samaritans, and uses it, and Simon Magnus carries us back to 
the first century. 

The Samaritans thus represent at least one phase of the popular 
beliefs and traditions current among the Jews of that period. They 
claimed, in fact, to be the true Jews, and did not differ from the rest 
by any of their religious practices. . 

The only point of contention was that they claimed that Sichem 
and Mount Garizim were the spot chosen for the worship of God, 
pre-ordained since the Creation, and explicitly stated in the P«ita- 
teuch, and not Jerusalem or Mount Zion. But otherwise they ihust 
have shared with the rest of the Jews in what was known at that time 
as Judaism. They followed the popular Judaism of the provinces 
and of the lower classes, of the tillers of the ground from Galilee, 
and of the fishermen on the Lake of Tiberias, down to the gates of 
Jerusalem. Of course, great caution is required in sifting Samaritan 
traditions, but whatever recurs as a permanent factor in their religious 
belief and practices, and shows strong similarity to Jewish notions 
and to primitive Christianity, could be safely considered as a true 
element in helping to elucidate some of the problems of the religiou^ 
life of that time. 

Let me limit myself to two or three points. Firstly, what was the 
position of the Cohen outside the Temple ? Was he a la 3 mian pure 
and simple, or was he entrusted with duties of a religious character 
outside those distinctly laid down in the Pentateuch ? It seems that 
with the destruction of the Temple every privilege attached to the 
Cohen had disappeared, and the fight between the two sections, the 
Pharisees and Sadducees, seems to have resulted in the elimination 
of the Cohen from practical life. Bid he, then, exercise any qtiritual 
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function ? Was he a minister in the way in which the priest has 
been considered in the Temple? What part did he take in the rehgious 
life of the people in the provinces ? The origin of the Presbyter (or 
Diaconus) and the part he took in the Service seem to be still some- 
what obscure. But if we find that the Cohen exercised exactly the 
same priestly functions, and does still exercise them among the 
Samaritans, it might be inferred that he was the priest to the Jews 
in^the provinces and in the Diaspora. The Priest or Presbyter has 
taken the place of the Cohen and then of the Zaken, Elder, in the 
new oitter.of things. What are considered Sacraments in the Church, 
s^^di as initiation, betrothal, marriage, last blessing of the dying, &o.. 
we fintf to be still the exclusive function of the Cohen among the 
Samaritans. 

Take another point. What was the old form of worship outside 
Jerusalem ? The Papyri of Elephantine throw some light on the 
subject. The Jews used to have an ‘ altar ’, not for sacrifices, Ijut 
for burning incense and reciting prayers. Did this custom prevail 
in the provinces and in the Diaspora ? We know of the Synagogue 
that it was the place of assembly, where the Law was read. Jesus 
and the Apostles were called up to read their portion and to expound 
it. But what else was done, and what was the conception of the 
Synagogue in relation to the Temple ? We find, then, among the 
Samaritans again the ‘ altar ’ as an essential feature of the worship, 
the prayer as ‘ the sacrifice ’, a certain primitive form of creed, the 
recital of verses from the first chapter of Genesis, selections from 
the ‘test and from the Law, and whole sections of the Bible, the priest 
as the appointed reader, the people merely joining in the responses, 
the whole service reminding one very strongly of the ancient descrip- 
tion of the ‘ Maamad ’ or local service in the Mishna, and leading 
up to the Liturgy of the Church. 

Turning to another set of ideas — ^the all-absorbing topic of the 
Messiah, the call of John to repentance and baptismal purification 
as the preliminary condition for the kingdom of heaven, the pre- 
ordination of the Messiah, his existence before the world, the 
*evolution of events so arranged as to prepare for his advent, the 
transfiguration on the mount between Elijah and Moses — ^for aU of 
these topics we find very close parallels in the Samaritan teaching 
of Fanuta and the Taieb, the Restorer through Repentance, the 
history of Moses, his pre-ordination, and the evolution of things so 
arranged as to coincide with his appearance as the Saviour of the 
world. Everything depended on that final event^ on his transfigura- 
tion, and now on Ids expected return. 

Some of the points raised, notably those bearing on the elevatioh 

Moses to the position of Saviour and Mediator, have already been 
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noticed and discussed by Samaritan scholars. But they Imve dtairii 
their information promiscuously and exclusiv^y from sonie liti|r8icid 
pieces belonging to widely different periods — fourth, elerehth, and 
fifteenth centuries, — and then these parallds were looked upon as 
proofs of Christian infiuences. My desire is rather to promote the 
study of the whole range of Samaritan literature, of their legal and 
ritual practices and religious beliefs as found in their books of laws 
and rubrics of their prayer-books ; a more comprehensive and in- 
dependent study of the oldest fragments of their literature and a 
recognition of the fact that therein may be found a net?, sohrce of 
information about that popular Judaism which was the religidmj>f 
the masses in the outlying districts of Palestine, traces of whifii have 
hitherto been found only in some of the Apocrypha of the Old and 
New Testaments, in Rabbinical literature and in the New Testament. 
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THE ETHNOLOGY OF GALILEE 

By PAUL HAUPT. (Abstract) • 

The city of Hamath (Assyr. HammUti), which is repeatedly 
mentioned in the Old Testament as the northern boundary of Palestine^ 
is not Hamath on the Orontes, but the ancient capital of Oalileei at 
the hot springs {MmmM) south of Tiberias. For Tl&n we must point 
nbn, and for tiiH OBD (Joshua xix. 36) we must read hbn, 

‘ Hot springs on the shore of the Great Harp ’ (plur. intens.), i.e. 
the Sea of Galilee. 

The names which are mentioned in Numbers xxxiv. 7-11, and 
Ezek. xlvii. 15-20, may be explained as follows: — ^The ‘Entrance to 
Hamath ’ is the Wady al-HammSm near Magdala ; Mount Hor 
is the Jabal Jermak ; Zedad is a corruption of Zaida => Bethsaida;^ 
Hazar-enan is the Roimd Spring, twenty-five minutes north-west 
of Magdala ; Ziphron, Sibraim, Sepharvaim, Babyl. Sabara’in,* 
Sepharad, and Arbatta (Arbacta, Arbana, &c., for Sarbana, Sabrana) ^ 
are all corruptions of Sipporlm, Sepphoris, which appears in the Talmud 
as Sippori(n) * with s on account of the r (of. Arab, fifr — Assyrian 

' For n*11Vinstead of m'3 of. the passage at the end of the Book of Amos, where 
the LXX reads ‘ they will seek,’ instead of the Masoretio USH" ‘ they 

will inherit ’. a 

* For the explicative and before Athana in 1 Mace. v. 23, see Hanpt, Purim 
(t/eipzig, 1906, p. 16, L 10). 

* The pilBV bv 'BIN, i e. the executive oonunittee oi the old (pre- 
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8a|tftrrn> and JftkHt’a ^ar'dii »• Sargon, &c.). Shepham denotes the 
bills, ^^efaibn) east of the Sea of Galilee ; Ain — ‘AiOn at the south- 
eastam end of the liske. Hethlon (or rather Hittalon), Hannathon 
(or rather Hinnathon) » Assyr. HinnatOn, is an old name of Nazareth. 
Jesus’ native town was called Hittalon (Swathing)^ or Nazareth (Seclu- 
sion) because it was entirely shut in by hills. Berotha refers to the 
dst^ns on the hill fifteen minutes south of Shefa *Amr. Tamar » 
‘Ain Ghamr, west of Shobak, on the road from Hebron to Elath.^ 
(Galilee .,(Hamath) was conquered by Tiglath-pileser iv in 738 B.o. 
The Galileans were deported to Assyria. The few Jews who lived in 
Gajillde at the time of Jpdas Maccabaeus were rescued by his elder 
bifbtheil^iman, and transferred to Jerusalem in 164 b.c. In 103 B.c. 
the first Maocabean King of the Jews, Aristobulus, judaized Galilee. 
The descendants of the Assyrian colonists in Galilee were still called 
that time Itureans, i.e. Ass3rFians. Similarly the Samaritans were 
contemptuously called Hyrcanians, i.e. northern barbarians; henqe 
the epithet of their conqueror, John Hyrcanus.® 

Many of the Assyrian colonists settled in Galilee were Aryans (Iranians ). 
Sturgon sent the Median chief Deioces, with his kinsmen, to Hamath, 
i.e. GaUlee. The Itureans were famous archers ; so were the ancient 
Modes. The ^opinion that Sargon sent 6,300 Assyrians to Hamath is 
due to a misinterpretation; 6,300 in Winckler’s Keihchri/ttexte Sargona, 
p. 179, 1. 61, must be connected with the preceding Une. 

Consequently it is byno means certain that Jesus of Nazareth and 
His j^t disciples were Jews by race ; they may have been Aryans. 
The speech of the Galileans ‘bewrayed’ their non-Semitic extraction 
(Matt. xxvi. 73) ; they could not distinguish the Semitic gutturals.^ 
Canon Cheyne remarks in his Encyclopaedia Bihlica (col. 1631) : 

‘ Professor Percy Gardner has weU said, “ According to all historical 
probabiUty Jesus of Nazareth was born at Nazareth.” ’ The tradition 
that Jesus was a descendant of David, and was bom at Bethlehem, 
is not original. The census referred to at the beginning of the second 
chapter of the third gospel took place in the year 7 i.e. at least 

Maeosbean) Jewish congregation in Sepphoris, is mentioned in the Tahnud 
fEidd., iv. 6). 

^ Swathing enclosing, 'confining. Cf. tvp^a-art itntapyavaiiivov kuI 

«v (wnwa D’di toniya inst xiny pnx Nazareth is 

swathed in a basin with a girdle of hills. 

• Cf. my remarks in Peiser’s OrienkUistiache LiUeratur-Zeitung^ vol. xi, col. 238 
(Berlins May, 1906). 

• See Haupt, TAe Book of Esther (Chicago, 1908), ad iii. 2. 

• Professor Deissmann remarked at the Berlin Congress for Historical Science 
(August, 1908), that the words attributed to Jesus in the New Testament showed^ 
that He spoke pure Aramaic — as though the Greek text could indicate the 
oonreot {Kronunciation of the Semitic gutturals, Ac. t 
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eleven years alter the Nativity. An* imperial censns in the kihgdma 
of Herod would have been impossible. There was no impnrial^ 'ysnys- 
ment until Judea had been made an imperial province. Nor w;puld 
the people have been assessed at their ancestral hmnes. Moreover, 
Mary would not have been required to accompany Joseph. ' . 

Our Saviour Himself referred to the belief that the Messiah was to 
be a son of David as an opinion of the Pharisees: The later traditioa, 
which endeavours to harmonize the life of Jesus with the aUesed 
Messianic prophecies in the Old Testament, is a concession tiO Jewish 
expectations or prejudices. WeUhausen begins his translatioa of the 
first gospel with the third chapter, corresponding to the begifiimag 
of St. Mark. The first two chapters of the first gospel, vHth. me 
Davidic genealogy of Joseph, the virgin birth, the star of Bethlehem, 
the wise men from the east, the flight to Egypt, the slaughter of 
the innocents, are not considered. • 

J!he theory that our Saviour was not a Jew by race is not new. 
Forty years ago the distinguished French archaeologist Emile Bumouf 
stated, in the Reoue dea Deux Mondes, tome Ixxvi (August 15, 1868), 
that the founders of Christianity were Aryans, not Semites. I am 
indebted for this reference to my friend Professor Ludwig Schemann, 
of Freiburg i. B. I did not know Bumouf’s article, nqr had I read 
H. S. Chamberlain’s book Die Grundlagen des 19^^ Jahfhunderta. 
My attention was called to it after I had read a paper on the Aryan 
ancestry of Jesus and His first disciples at ’the general meeting of 
the American Philosophical Society in Philadelphia, April 25, ^])08. 
Chamberlain thinks that the Aryan elements in Galilee were due to 
Greek immigration during the last centuries b.c. This theory is 
untenable. Rudolf von Jhering says, in his V orgeachichte derEuropder 
(quoted by Chamberlain, op. cit., p. 220) : ‘ Dem Boden seines Volkes 
war Chiisti Lehre nicht entsprossen ; das Christenthum bezeichnet im 
Gegentheil eine Cberwindung des Judenthums ; es steckt bereits 
bei seinem ersten TJrsprung etwas vom Arier in ihm.’ No one, how- 
ever, has been able to prove the Aryan ancestry of Jesus and His first 
disciples. But as soon as we know that Hamath is the ancient capital 
of Galilee, and that Itureans means Assyrians, i.e. the descendants of 
the Assyrian colonists in northern Palestine, the whole question appears 
in a new light. 
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MAN’S FOHGIVENESS OF HIS NEIGHBOUR— 
*A STUDY IN RELIGIOUS DEVELOPMENT 

By R. H. CHARLES 

*WKEK»we study the teachings of the Old and New Testaments 
on this subject, we are at once struck with the vast ethical gulf that 
seuelbi the latter from the former, not, indeed, on the question of 
(jft>d*8 fbrgiyaness of man, but of man’s forgiveness of his neighbour. 
In the New Testament, from the first page to the last, with the excep- 
tion of certain passages in the New Testament Apocalypse, it is either 
explicitly stated or implicitly understood that a man can only receive 
the Divine forgiveness on condition that he forgives his neighbour. 
Indeed, in their essential aspects these two forgivenesses are one 
and the same. But in the Old Testament it is very different. There, 
indeed, God’s forgiveness is granted without money and without 
price to the sinner who truly seeks it. But the x>enitent in the Old 
Testament could accept and enjoy the Divine pardon and yet cherish 
the, most bitter feelings towards his own personal enemy. There are, 
indeed, some noble passages in the Old Testament which forbid the 
indulgence of personal resentment. Though few in number, and 
indqgd but as voices crying in the wilderness, they are yet of transeen- 
dent import ; for they form the beginnings of that lofty doctrine of 
forgiveness which reaches its highest expression in the New Testament, 
as we shall now proceed to show. The presence of such passages in 
the Old Testament is evidence that already the more spiritual minds 
in Judaism were working towards loftier conceptions of forgiveness 
than those that had prevailed in the past or were current among their 
contemporaries. We shall now try to show the chief steps in the 
advance to this more ethical attitude towards an enemy. 

I. One of the oldest statements in the Bible which sho'ws a con- 
Hciousness that as a man dealt with his fellow men so God would with 
him, is foimd in Judges i. 6, 7, and the reflection on this point is, 
strangely enough, put in the mouth of a Canaanitish king Adoni- 
bezek : ‘ A n d Adoni-bezek fled, and they pursued after him and 
caught him, a nd cut off his thumbs and liis great toes. And Adoni- 
bezek said : Threescore and ten kings having their thumbs and their 
great toes cut off gathered their meat under my^table : as I have 
done, so God hath requited me.’ The primitive human law of exact 
retaliation, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, life for life, is here described 
as the law of Divine procedure. In Exod. xxi. 23 sqq. this law is t6 
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be observed by the judges in Israel. In the hands of the late scribes 
and legalists this law was often crassly conceived, and in Jubilees and 
2 Maccabees the history of the deaths of notable evildoers is*often 
rewritten so as to furnish examples of this law of retribution. Spiritually 
conceived, it represents a profound religious truth enunciated repeatedly 
in the New Testament. But to return, this doctrine, that with what 
measure we mete it is measured to us again, is found in Ps. xviii. 25 sq. — 

With the merciful Thou wilt show Thyself merciful . . . 
With the pure Thou wilt show Thyself pure, , “ 

And with the perverse Thou wilt show Thyself frowqrd. 

II. The belief in such a connexion betw^n a man’s treatment, of 
his neighbour and his treatment by God is sufficient to explain'^the dito 
of such negative commands as Prov. xx. 22 : — 

Say not thou, I will recompense evil : 

Wait on the Lord and He shall save thee. 

Or in Prov. xxiv. 29 : — 

Say not, I will do to him as he hath done to me ; 

I will render to the man according to his work. 

These precepts are noteworthy since they are opposed to the principle 
of retaliation in itself, and that at a time when such a principle was 
universally current. 

III. But there are one or two notable passages that go bejPond 
these and contain positive commands that when we find our enemy in 
difficulty or distress we are to help him. Thus it is enjoined in Exod. 
xxiii. 4, 6 : ‘If thou meet thine enemy’s ox or his ass going astray, 
thou shalt surely bring it back to him again. If thou see the ass of 
him that hateth thee lying under its burthen, and wouldest forbear 
to help him, thou shalt surely help with him.’ ^ And again in Prov. 
XXV. 21, 22 

If thine enemy be hungry, give him bread to eat. 

And if he be thirsty, give him water to drink ; 

For thou shalt heap coals of fire upon his head, 

Apd the Lord shall reward thee. 

This last noble passage, however, occurs in close proximity to a vil^ 
direction, that a man was not to rejoice over the affliction of an enemy 
lest God should see it and remove the affliction. And yet this base 
precept implies the existence of a higher one, that a man should not 
rejoice over a fallen enemy’s misfortunes. 

IV. But the Old Testament ethics reaches its highest point of 
development in Lev. xix. 17-18, a passage the importance of which 
it would be hard %o exaggerate. 

^ * These words are osed simply in relation to a neighbour, not an enemy, in 
Deut. xxii. 1-3. 
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This passage runs : ^ Thou shalt not hate thy brother in thine 
hear{ : thou shalt surely rebuke thy neighbour, and not bear sin 
because of him. Thou shalt not take vengeance nor bear grudge 
against the children of thy people, but thou shalt love thy neighbour 
•as thyself.* 

Here all hatred of a brother is forbidden. In case a man’s neighbour 
does a wrong he is to admonish him. If he has himself suflFered a 
wyong, he is not to avenge himself on his neighbour, but to love him 
as himself. We have here a true foundation for subsequent ethical 
develdpmpnt on the subject of forgiveness. It is true that the sphere 
of "the precept is limited here absolutely to Israelites or to such strangers 
Sr gSrJin as had taken upon themselves the yoke of the Law. Neigh- 
bour here means an Israelite or Jew. Notwithstanding the passage 
is epoch-making, and served in some degree to fashion the highest 
pronouncement on forgiveness in later Judaism that we find in the 
Testaments of the XII Patriarchs. • 

V. Finally, we have the notable instance of Joseph’s forgiveness 
of his brethren ; but this act of grace on Joseph’s part does not seem 
to have impressed later Old Testament writers, or led them to urge 
Joseph’s conduct as worthy herein of imitation. 

We have now given practically all the higher teaching on forgiveness 
in Jbhe Old Testament ; but side by side with this higher teaching 
there are statements of a very different character, which exhibit the 
unforgiving temper in various degrees of intensity. Our classification 
of tiiem is logical rather than chronological. 

I. In the first stage this temper manifests itself in a most unblusliing 
and positive manner in one of the Psalms, where the righteous man 
prays to Yahweh to make him strong enough to pay out his enemies : 
^ Do thou, O Lord, have mercy upon me, and raise me up that I may 
requite them ’ (Ps. xli. 10). Side by side with this prayer we might 
place the unforgiving spirit of David — the man after God’s own heart — 
when on his death-bed he charged Solomon not to let Joab’s hoar head 
go down to the grave in peace ; and commanded him to deal similarly 
with Shimei, though David had promised to preserve Shimei’s life. 

* II. But this thirst for immediate personal vengeance could not, 
unless exceptionally, indulge itself when once order and law were 
established in the land. The person wronged could take to heart the 
words of the Deuteronomist, that God would ‘ avenge the blood of His 
servants ’ (xxxii. 43), for that ‘ Vengeance is Mine and recompense * 
(xxxii. 36), and so might relinquish the desire of personally executing 
the vengeance ; but if so, then in many instancy he prayed all the 
more vehemently for God to undertake the vengeance for him. Under 
this heading comes the most appalling exhibition of vindictiveness 
to be found in religious literature, i.e. the imprecatory Psalms. No 

X 2 
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amount of explaining away or allegorizing can excise the maligaant 
etoment in these productions ; ‘ nor in such utterances as the oxxxTiith 
Psalm, where the writer in his fury against Babylon deolaroth : 

* Happy shall he be that taketh and dasheth thy little ones against the 
rook.* The use of such Psalms in Christian worship cannot be justi" 
fied.^ And yet the faithful Jew felt no hesitation in believing that 
God would fulfil such prayers. * God,’ he writes, ‘ is mine helper ; 
the Lord is of them that uphold my soul : He shall requite the evil 
unto mine enemies,’ and then closes the Psalm with the expression of 
sated vengeance : ‘ Mine eye hath seen my desire upon mine enemies ’ 
(Ps. liv. 7). c 

m. But as time went on the teaching of the nobler spirits b^an tih 
make itself felt, and so the faithful came to feel that there was some- 
thing wrong in the vindictive spirit in itself and in its joy over an 
enemy’s misfortune. We have already given some passages attesting)' 
sueh a higher temper, but I shall quote still another, and that one of 
the most remarkable in the Old Testament for its distorted ethics : — 


Rejoice not when thine enemy falleth, 

And let not thy heart be glad when he is overthrown. 

Lest the Lord see it and it displease Him, 

And he turn away His wrath from him. 

(Prov. xxiv. 17, 18).2 

Here we are bidden not to rejoice over an enemy’s overthrow lest dod 
see our malicious joy and so restore our enemy to prosperity. Though 
this precept shows an ethical advance on the part of some circle injihe 
community — ^a consciousness that vindictive rejoicing over an enemy’s 
fall is wrong — ^yet the temper of the man who gave this precept 
and of him who observed it is immeasurably lower than that of the 
plain man who prayed bluntly to Gk)d to raise him up that he might • 
pay off old scores against his enemy. 

From the two conflicting series of passages on forgiveness we have 
now dealt with, we see that there was no such thing as a prescribed 
and unquestioned doctrine of forgiveness in the Old Testament, and 
that a Jew, however he chose to act towards his personal enemy, 
could justify his conduct from his sacred writings. It is easy to deduce * 
the natural consequences of such a state of ethical confusion. 

When a man, and that, too, a good man, has suffered wrong, his 


* Eveu in Judaism the Imprecatory Psalms are not used in PuMic Worship. 

* It has been suggested to me by a distinguished Jewish scholar that the last 
line here means ‘turn away His wrath from him (to thee)’. But there is no 
ground for this intorpcetation in the text. If this was the meaning these two 
very important words * to ihee ’ could not be omitted. Moreover, they are not 
found in the Septuagint, S3niao, or Vulgate versions, nor yet in the Tatgum 
on the passage. 



14. Man's Forgiveness of his Ndghhour: Charles 809 

usual course is not to ask what is the very highest and noblest line of 
conduct he could take towards his enemy, but generally what is the 
least exacting and yet ethically acceptable amongst his orthodox 
contemporaries. And in a book where every jot and tittle was equally 
authoritative, if he chose the precepts that accorded best with his 
personal feelings, who could blame him ? If he chose to indulge his 
personal animosities, he could do so without forfeiting his own self- 
r^pect or that of the religious leaders of the community ; for he could 
support his action by sanctions drawn from sacred Psalmist and sainted 
hero. • It jls true, indeed, that if he were an exceptionally spiritually 
minded man he could not fail to recognize the fact that there were 
J few did Testament passages that conflicted with his natural feelings ; 
and if he were an exceptionally good man, he might forgo his desire of 
vengeance ; as no doubt many an Israelite did, and rendw actual positive 
4ielp to a Jewish enemy in distress. But to good Israelites generally 
such isolated precepts were only counsels of perfection, and tbeir 
fulfilment could not he held necessary to salvation, nor could they be 
said to possess any higher objective authority than those precepts 
and examples that conflicted with them in the same sacred books. 
With these isolated teachings, which represent only the highest the 
Old Testament was striving towards, let us compare a few of those 
whjch are characteristic of and central in the New Testament. 

^Forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors. . . . 
For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. But if ye forgive not men their trespasses, neither will 
your Father forgive you ’ (Matt. vi. 12, 14, 16). 

‘ Whensoever ye stand praying, forgive, if ye have aught against 
any one, that your Father also which is in heaven may foigive your 
trespasses * (Mark xi. 26, 26). 

‘ How often shall my brother sin against me and I forgive him ? 
Until seven times ? Jesus saith unto him : 1 say not unto thee 
Until seven times; but Until seventy times seven’ (Matt, xviii. 
21 , 22 ). 

‘ If thy brother sin against thee, go and show him his fault between 
•thee and him sdone : if he hear thee, thou hast gained thy brother ’ 
(Matt, xviii. 16). 

‘ If thy brother sin, rebuke him; and if he repent, foigive him. 
, And if he sin against thee seven times in a day, and seven times 
turn again to thee, saying, I repent, thou shalt forgive him ’ (Luke 
xvii. 3, 4). 

‘ Let all bitterness, and wrath, and anger, and ^mour, and railing 
be put away from you, with all malice : and be ye kind one to another, 
tend«r>hearted, forgiving one another, even as God also in Christ 
forgave you ’ (Eph. iv. 31, 2). 
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*Thou hast heard that it was said: Thou shalt love thy neighbour, 
and hate thine enemy *, but I say unto you, Love your enemies^ and 
pray for them that persecute you ; that ye may be the sons of your 
Father which is in heaven ; for He maketh His sun to rise on the evil 
and on the good, and sendeth rain on the just and on the unjust ’* 
(Matt. V. 43-46). 

Let us now contrast in a few words the teaching of the Old and 
New Testaments, and herein accept only that which is highest in the 
former. First, whereas the Old Testament in a few passages denounces 
the cherishing or manifestation of personal resentment against a'fellow 
countryman, the New Testament requires universally the annihilation 
of the passion itself as regards fellow countrymen and s^ngerS. 
Again, while in two or more passages the Old Testament inculcates that 
a man should do positive kindness to a hostile fellow countryman when 
»■» distress, the New Testament everywhere explicitly and implicitly 
requires him to render such services whether the wrongdoer be Christian 
or non-Christian, prosperous or the reverse. 

We have now before us the startling contrast which the teachings 
on forgiveness in the Old and New Testaments present. How are 
we to explain it ? In the past some scholars have ignored the question, 
while others have regarded the New Testament doctrine of foi^veness 
as a wholly original contribution of Christianity. But such a yjew 
is no longer possible, now that recent research has brought to light 
the evidence of the Apocryphal books on this and other New Testament 
subjects. « 

A study of the literature that comes between the Old and New 
Testaments shows that there was a steady development in every 
department of religious thought in the centuries immediately preceding 
the Christian era. This fact has already been fully recognized in the 
department of eschatology. And on the doctrine of forgiveness new 
light has come through a critical study of the Testaments of the 
XU Patriarchs. However, before , we discuss the bearing of this 
work on the development of this doctrine, we must deal with a note- 
worthy section in Sirach xxvii. 30 to xxviii. 7, which attests some 
advance on the Old Testament doctrine and yet one not so SMivanced* 
as that in the Testaments. In xxviii. 3-5 Sirach teaches the duty of 
forgiveness, but in the main as a measure of prudence. Forgiveness 
is befitting the frailty of sinful man, he urges — 

Man cherisheth anger against a man. 

And doth he seek healing from the Lord ? 

Upon a*man like himself he hath no mercy. 

And doth he make supplication for his own sms ? 

He being flesh nomisheth wrath : 

Who shall make atonement for his sins ? (xxviii. ,3-6.). 
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This advice is good, but strikes no very lofty note. Verses 1 and 2 
are, however, some advance on Old Testament doctrine. 

He that taketh vengeance shall find vengeance from the Lord, 
And He will assore^y take accovmt of his sins. 

• Foi^ive thy neighbour the hurt that he hath done unto thee, 

And then when thou prayest thy sins shall be loosed. . . ?■ 
Remember thy last end and cease from enmity, 

. . . .^d be not wroth with thy neighbour. 

Hire thejdoctrine of divine retribution makes more explicit the teaching 
of the..Psalmist : — 

^ With the mercjful thou shalt show thyself merciful. 
Aoreo^er, it is now clearly implied that forgiveness is better in itself 
than vengeance ; and that a man should forgo wrath against his 
neighbour, for that the Jew who forgives his neighbour is forgiven of 
<€k>d. The recurrence of this teaching in later purely Jewish sources 
confirms the genuineness of the passage in Sirach, and proves that 
Jewish thought on the subject of forgiveness was developing on the 
highest lines laid down in the Old Testament. We might here quote 
some veiy fine sayings on this subject from the Talmud. ‘ If a friend 
be in need of aid to unload a burden, and an enemy to help him to 
load, one is .commanded to help his enemy in order to overcome his 
evil inclination ’ (B.M. 32). 

Again, ‘Be of the persecuted, not of the persecutors’ (B.Q. 93 6). 
And again, ‘ Who is strong ? He who turns an enemy into a friend ’ 
(Ahfc R.N. xxiii). 

These sayings belong to a much later period than that we are dealing 
with. They are, however, valuable, as we have already observed, 
as evidence that Jewish sages were developing the best elements of 
the Old Testament and advancing to conceptions of forgiveness that 
would have been unintelligible to most Old Testament saints. 

Before we leave Sirach we might remark that on the whole we must 
regard this section on forgiveness as enforcing the wisdom or prudence 
of forgiveness, if we are to interpret it in character with the practically 
universal tone of that author. Notwithstanding it is some advance 
*on Old Testament teaching, and forms in a slight degree a preparatory 
stage for that of the New Testament. That Judaism after the rise 
of Christianity did not stop at this immature stage I have already 
, shown. It must be admitted, however, that forgiveness is only 
incidentally dealt with in Talmudic writings, and is not made the 
central doctrine of the religious life as it is in the New Testament. 
On the other hand, there is a genuine Jewish worjf: of the second cen- 

' * This famidies an interesting anticipation of Mark xi. 26 : ‘ When ye stai^ 
prayings forgive, if ye have aught against any one ; that your lather also which 
is in heaven may forgive your trespasses.’ 
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tury B.o. in which a doctrine of forgiveness is tai^ht that infinitely 
transcends the teaching tA Sirach, and is no lees noble than that ^ the 
New Testament. Moreover, this doctrine of forgiveness does not 
stand as an isolated glory in the Testaments of the XII Patriarchs as 
in other Jewish writings, but is in keying with the entire ethical' 
character of that remarkable book, which proclaims in an ethical 
setting that God created man in His own image, that the law was 
given to lighten every man, that salvation was for all mankind, a^ 
that a man should love both €k)d and his neighbour. • 

Let us now turn to this book and to the section in it which lonflulates 
the most remarkable statement in pre-Christiap Judaism on the subject 
of forgiveness. * ^ 

Test. Gad vi. 3. ‘ Love^ye one another from the heart ; and if 

a man sin against thee, oast forth the poison of hate and speak peaceably 
to him, and in thy soul hold not guile ; and if he confess and repentf 
foigive him. 4. But if he deny it, do not get into a passion with him, 
lest catching the poison from thee he take to swearing, and so thou sin 
doubly. 6. And though he deny it and yet have a sense of shame 
when reproved, give over reproving him. For he who denieth may 
repent so as not again to wrong thee : yea, he may also honour and 
be at peace with thee. 7. But if he be shameless and persist in his 
wrongdoing, even so forgive him from the heart, and leave to <Sk)d 
the avenging.’ 

These verses show a wonderful insight into the true psychology 
of the question. So perfect are the parallels in thought and diction 
between these verses and Luke xvii. 3, Matt, zviii, 16, 36, that we 
must 'assume our Lord’s acquaintance with them. The meaning of 
forgiveness in both cases is the highest and noblest known to us, 
namely, the restoring the offender to communion with us, which 
he had forfeited through his offence. And this is likewise the essence 
of the Divine forgiveness — God’s restoration of the sinner to communion 
with Him, a communion from which his sin had banished him. Bu£ 
our author shows that it is not always possible for the offended man 
to compass such a perfect relation with the offender, and yet that 
the offended, however the offender may act, can always practise 
forgiveness in a very real though limited sense. He can get rid of 
the feeling of personal wrong, and take up a right and sympathetic 
attitude to the offender. Thus forgiveness in this sense is synonymous 
with banishing the feeling of personal resentment, which arises 
naturally within us when we suffer 'wrong, and which, if indulged, leads 
to hate. When wg have achieved this right attitude towards the 
offends, the way is open for his return to a right relation with us. 
Moreover, so far as we attain this right attitude, we reflect the attitude 
of God Himself to His erring children. 
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■ This is ihe first and essential duty in all true forgiveness, and it 
is all (liat a man oan compass ; and apparently the Divine 

forgiyenees has analogous limitations — at all events, within the sphere 
of the present life. 

• Returning now to our text, we oan better appreciate the thought 
of our author. If a man does you a wrong, you are first of all to get 
rid of the filing of resentment and then to speak gently to him about 
his offence. If he admit his offence and repent, you are to forgive 
him. But if he refuse to admit his offence, there is one thing you 
musttiot^do : you must not lose your temper lest he get infect^ by 
yodr angry feelings an<^in addition to his wronging he take to cursing 
^ou cA well, and thus you become guilty of a double sin — ^his un- 
bridled passion and his aggravated guUt. In such a case, therefore, 
you must refrain from further reproof ; for one of two things will take 
aplace. The offender, though outwardly denying his guilt, will, when 
he is reproved, feel a sense of shame or he will not. If he feels a s^se 
of shame, he may repent and honour you and be at peace with you. 
But if he have no sense of shame and persist in his wrong attitude to 
you, he must in that case be left to God. 

It would be hard to exaggerate the importance of this passage. 
It proves J;hat in Galilee, the home of the Testaments of the 
Patriarchs and of other apocalyptic writings, there was a deep 
spiritual religious life, which having assimilated the highest teaching 
of the Old Testament on forgiveness, developed and consolidated it 
intp a clear, consistent doctrine that could neither be ignored nor 
misunderstood by spiritually-minded men. This religious develop- 
ment appears to have flourished mainly in Ghtlilee. The section on 
forgiveness in Sirach is little better than a backwater from the main 
current of this development, and is of importance as showing that 
even the Sadducean priest and cultured man of the world could not 
wholly escape the influence of this bounding spiritual life that had 
Its home in Galilee. 

It is further significant that it was not from Judea, the stronghold 
of Pharisaio legalism, but from Galilee, the land of the religious mystic 
* and ethical eschatologist, that Christ and eleven of His apostles 
derived their origin and their religious culture. Christ’s twelfth apostle 
was from Judea. 

j . We shall not be surprised, therefore, that when we come to the 
Swmon on the Mount we find the teaching of the Testaments is 
aeo^ted — acc^ted and yet lifted into a higher plane, and the doctrine 
of forgiveness carried to its final stage of development. We are to 
oherish the spirit of forgiveness towards those that have wronged us, 
i for two treasons. Pirst, because such is and aitoays has been God^s 
' spirit towards man ; and secondly, because such must be our spirit 
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if we are truly to be Hie sons. By having Qod’s spirit we show our 
kinship with God. ‘ Love your enemies, and pray for them ^that 
persecute you, that so you may be sons of your Father in heaven ; 
for He makoth His sun to rise on the evil and on the good, and sendeth 
His rain on the just and on the unjust.’ And this forgiveness He has* 
proclaimed through His Son, as St. Paul teaches : ‘ Forgiving one 
another, even as God in Christ hath forgiven you.’ 

Thus divine and human forgiveness, being the same in kind though 
differing in degree, are linked indissolubly together, and in the heart 
of the prayer given for the use of all men are set the wofds “which 
own this transcendent duty, * Forgive us our jarespasses, ^ we foi^ve 
them that trespass against us.’ The man who forgives his en@my li 
so far forgiven of Grod, and has therein, whatever his Church may be, 
shown his essential kinship with God. 
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SURVIVALS OF HINDUISM AMONG THE 
MUHAMMADANS OF INDIA * 

By T. W. ARNOLD 

In recent years the study of provincial peculiarities in Islam«> of 
deviations from the orthodox type as laid down in authoritative 
creeds and the writings of professed theologians, has been pursued 
with very valuable results. Survivals of earlier beliefs and religious 
observances among the present-day Muslims of S3nria, Algeria, Mada- 
gascar, the Dutch East Indies and other parts of the Muhammadan 
world, have been traced up to their source in the cults of these 
countries before the advent of Islam ; shrines of Muslim saints have 
been identified with the local centres of an earlier worship, notably 
in those parts of Central Asia where Islam has been adopted by a 
population originally Buddhist. The study of the customary law 
prevailing in various parts of the Muslim world has also been fruitful 
in emphasizing the diversities that exist within the pale of Islam. 
Scholars have noted those local peculiarities of belief and pracrice 
wliich keep alive among the faithful cultural characteristios, entirely 
opposed to the teachings of theologians, and condemned by the geneced 
body of the orthodo^. 

It is proposed in what follows to give some Ulustrations of similar 
divergences from the orthodox type, to be observed among the 
Muhammadans of British India. 
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As is well known, the Muhammadan population in India into 
two main divisions — (1) the indigenous converts and their descendants, 
and (2) the descendants of the Muhammadan invaders and settlers — 
from the Arab conquerors of Sind in the first century of the Hijrah 
•to the more peaceful immigrants of modem times. For nearly 
thirteen centuries there have been almost uninterrupted additions 
to this foreign element in the population of India, adventurers and 
soldiers of fortime, exiles fleeing from oppression in their own land, 
s^olarsoand men of learning seeking the patronage of the Muham- 
madan courts. Of these men and their descendants I do not propose 
to iay much. To a vyy considerable extent they have upheld the 
^uritj^ of Muslim faith and practice ; from them, for the most part, 
have sprung the theologians and leaders of orthodox opinion in Muslim 
India. 

» But, on the other hand, there has been manifest — moi'e in some 
communities than in others, more among families long settled in (he 
country than among recent arrivals — a certain approximation to 
Hindu customs and modes of life. The institution of caste especially 
has profoundly influenced the organization of Muslim society. Racial 
distinctions such as those of Sayyid, Mughal, Pathan, &c., are often 
spoken of by Muhammadans as constituting their caste ; and though 
th^ same, rigidity and restrictions do not prevail among these groups 
of foreign origin as are found in the indigenous Hindu castes, yet 
Sayyid families in India are often as watchful as Brahmans for the 
pu^ty of their blood, and as strictly exclude intermarriage with 
outsiders. Long residence in the midst of a Hindu community has 
been known to cause Muhammadans of Afghan descent to so far 
forget their origin as to refuse to eat beef ; and similar examples 
might be quoted of the adoption by these foreign immigrants of the 
religious prejudices of their Hindu neighbours. 

But I propose here rather to speak of those non-Muslim character- 
istics that are to be found among the indigenous Muhammadan 
population — ^among the converts and the descendants of converts. 
The reception of Islam by the Indian peoples who adopted it, has 

• expressed itself in very different forms in diverse parts of the country. 
SomS converts have become wholly Muhammadanized, and have 
allowed none to outstrip them in devotion to their new faith and 

^ a scrupulous adherence to its precepts and ordinances. Such zealots 
try to conceal the fact of their heathen origin and claim relationship 
with the older races of the Muslim world, e.g. Rajputs will sometimes 
call themselves QuraishI or Pathan ; and a ris^ in social scale has 
so often been accompanied with the honorific title of Sayyid, as to 
give rise to the familiar proverb, ‘ Last year I was a weaver ; thts 

* year I am a Shaikh ; next year, if prices rise, I shall be a Sayyid.’ 
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Some of the most famous Muslim theologians in India and heads of 
religious communities have been of native origin. This whole-hearted 
acceptance of the new religion has not been confined to individuals, 
but there are whole oommuniiies of converts, such as the Mftppillas 
of Malabar, who are distinguished for their fidelity to the ordinances' 
of their faith and their knowledge and observance of its rites and 
laws. On the other hand, there are some communities of Hindu 
origin which have not succeeded in so completely severing themselves 
from their old associations. However much they may conform !n 
matters of religious observance, they still refuse to absuidon the*eooial 
customs and tribal laws that they share wj^h their Hindu fefiow 
tribesmen, though these customs are in conflict with the prescrfjptionfli 
of the Muslim This is notably the case with the M nhRTinnntH«.nn 
of the Panjab. Although tliis province has been the highway for the 
Muhammadan invaders since the eleventh century, and has beem 
continuously imder Muslim influences for the last seven centuries, 
the Muhammadan law relating to marriage and inheritance — adminis- 
tered to this day in the law courts in other parts of Muslim — 
is here practically a dead letter. The customs («ybU) of the Hind u 
tribe from which they derive their origin take the place of the ordinances 
of the law of Islam. Thus among some of the Muha mmadans of the 
Panjab the daughter gets no share in the inheritance of her fatl^er, 
instead of the half of the share of a son allowed her by Muhammadan 
law ; nor does a widow receive any share when she has sons.* The 
giving of a dower is practically unknown, and a wife can be divon^ed 
only for adultery ; and intermarriage outside the tribe or those few 
tribes with whom intermarriage is authorized by custom, is practically 
unknown — so strong is the public opinion of the community against it. 
Similarly, in other indigenous Muslim co mmunit ies the Hindu laws 
of succession are still observed, and the daughters and sisters are 
excluded from all share in the inheritance. The Hindu prejudice 
against the re-marriage of widows operates also among the indigenous 
Muhammadans of Bengal, where (in spite of the orthodox opposition 
to this prejudice) one-sixth of the Muslim women remain widows. 

By their adherence to these institutions of their Hindu ancestors, 
such Muhanunadans reject some of the fundamental institutions of 
Muslim society. In other parts of the Muhammadan world, e.g. 
Algeria, Sumatra, and elsewhere, the Muhammadan law has equally 
failed to take the place of the old tribal customs. But what 
these divergences from the orthodox Muslim type, among such com- 
munities in India a^ the Muhammadan Jats and Bajputs, the more 
significant, is the fact that they link these followers of the Pto|fiiet 
'ilKth large and closely organized Hindu tribes, whose faith and ideals 
of life have never been touched by Muslim influences, and whose 
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opposition to the spread of Muhammadan conquest has been for- 
midaUe and persistent. Thus, for example, in the Eastern Panjab the 
Musalman Rajput, Gujar or Jat differs in slight respects only from 
his Hindu fellow tribesmen. Almost the only difference between 
'them is, that the Muhammadan clips the edge of his mohstaohe, 
repeats the Muslim creed, and adds the Muhammadan marriage 
rite to the Hindu ceremony ; for he retains the old Hindu regulations 
of marriage and inheritance, submits to the same tribal restrictions, 
and preserves unaltered the social customs of the clan. This pride of 
race has jn many cases prevented the Muhammadan converts from 
the* higher castes, suoh^as the Rajputs, from entirely severing their 
^nnetion with their ffindu caste-fellows ; they still boast of their 
descent from Hindu heroes and kings and exhibit many of the charac- 
teristics of a Shuubiyyah movement of an Indian type. So close 
have their relations with their Hindu brethren remained that in 
recmit times, since the actively proselytizing Arya Samaj movem^t 
has begun to welcome back into Hinduism Muhammadan conve^, 
there have been several oases of Rajput Muhammadans being again 
teceived into full fellowship with their Hindu caste-fellows and thereby 
breaking altogether the slender ties that had bound them to 
Islam. , 

ynien we pass from the consideration of tribal and social customs 
to practices of the distinctively religious life, we find still more 
remarlcable deviations from Muslim orthodoxy. Many of the Muham- 
madan Rajputs employ Brahmans at their marriages and maintain 
pwrohitaa (or family priests) to read mantras on solemn occasions. 
In most parts of India there may be found instances of Brahmans 
taking a part in Muhammadan weddings, either openly, as in Rajputana, 
where the Brahman officiates side by side with the mviUa, or secretly, 
in districts where orthodox influences are stronger. Sometimes the 
Hindu rite precedes and the nikah follows ; e. g. the Pinjarfis, or 
cotton-cleaners, of the Seoni district in the Central Provinces, at 
their marriages first perform the hhanwar ceremony of walking round 
the sacred fire, and afterwards the nikah before the Qadi ; but they 
' often go through the first ceremony secretly so that the QadI may 
not dome to know of it. 

It is among the Muslim converts from the lower Hindu castes that 
the most remarkable instances of the survival of Hindu practices are 
to be found. Whatever the means of conversion may have been, it 
is certain that amoi^ some of these lower sections of the population — 
ignorant and unlettered — ^the change effected was very slight. It 
would seem that they were ill instructed in the tenets of their new 
rd^ion from the very beginning, and have always remained sd. 
' Retaining the peculiar social characteristic of their old faith— 'that 
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exclusiveness of caste which makes the communal life' of each section 
of the Hindu community a life and an organization apart — th^ have 
k^t themselves shut away from foreign influmices, even those influhncee 
which in most Muslim lands have tended to bring about a uniformity 
in the life and thought of the faithful. 

The divisions of the Hindu caste system often correspond to occupa- 
tions, and the converts in passing over to Islam, while retaining the 
same occupation, are often found to differ but little from their old 
Hindu caste-fellows. Thus e.g. in Western India, there areJduham- 
madan cotton-cleaners, stone-masons, bricklayers, gardeners, butchers 
and others, descendants of converts from Hinduism, who scrupulotisly 
avoid eating or even touching beef, and openly worship and offeil^ vou^ 
to Hindu gods ; they wear the Hindu dress — and this in a country 
where distinctions of creed usually express themselves in some charac- 
teristically different costume. They seldom visit a mosque, and 
se^om perform any Muslim rite, with the exception of circumcision. 
Most of them believe in the goddess Satva.1, who is supposed to registei 
the destiny of a child on the sixth night after birth ; in the goddesf 
Mariai (or Mother Death), who is worshipped to save them from 
cholera; in Mahasoba, the guardian deity of the field, to whom most 
husbandmen offer a fowl or a goat, at harvest time or when after th< 
breaking of the rains the new ploughing season begins. Some of jth( 
Muhammadan Pindaras — the descendants of those freebooters whose 
predatory incursions in the eighteenth century made their name 
dreaded throughout Western India — who now follow the peac^fu 
occupation of grass-cutters, have a special devotion to the goddesf 
YalammS ; the Plpda-r^s of the Bijapur district, who are said to be 
Sunnis of the Hanafi school, have built a temple in her honour 
There are Muhammadan dhobis or washermen who offer vows tc 
Vanina, as the water-god. The worship of Sitala, the dreaded goddest 
of small-pox, is widespread among the lower middle classes all ovei 
India ; her cult is kept up especially by women ; and in the villager 
of the Eastern Panjab, for example, a Muhammadan mother whe 
had not sacrificed to Sitala would feel that she had wantonly en- 
dangered the life of her child. 

In Bengal there are even Muhammadans who join in the worahif 
of the Sun and offer libations like Hindus. The Bengali Hindus and 
Muhammadans not unfrequently meet at the same shrine, invoking 
the same object of worship, though under different names : thus the 
Satya Narain of the Hindu is the Satya Pir of the Bengali Musalman. 
In the Sonthal Paj^anahs Muhammadans are often seen carrying 
sacred water to the shrine of Baidyan&th, and, as they may not entei 
the shrine, pouring it as a libation on the outside verandah. Muham- 
madan cultivators also make offerings to the GrSmya Devatfi^ oi 
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tutelaiy deity of the village, before sowing or transplanting rice seed- 
lings. Similar practices may be observed in other parts of Muslim 
Ihdil.. When the Muhammadan Meos dig a well, they first erect 
a cheA&tra or platform for the worship of Bhairop or Hanniwan In 
.Kamrtlp, in Assam, there are Musalmans who take a chief part in 
the pOja offered to Bishahan, the goddess of snakes. In the Madras 
Presidency Muhammadan women of the lower classes break coco- 
nuts at E^du temples in fulfilment of vows. 

^This worship of Hindu gods and godlings is open or secret according 
to the strength or weakness of the orthodox Muslim feeling in the 
community concerned^ In Berar, for example, some Deshmukhs 
md Beshpandias profess Islam in public, but employ Brahmans in 
secret to worship their old tutelary deities. In districts far removed 
from centres of Muslim culture, such survivals of the older cult are 
foomprehensible, but it is strange to learn that in a Muhammadan 
village in Hissfir — ^a district not many miles from Delhi — ^the headipen 
of the village were once discovered by an English official rubbing oil 
over an idol, while a Brahman read maTttras ; they explained that 
their nvuUa had lately visited them and had been very angry on 
seeing the idol and had made them bury it ; now that the mutto, had 
gone, they yere afraid of the anger of the god and were endeavouring 
to atone ^or the insult offered to him. 

it is not surprising to find Muhammadans with such strong leanings 
toward Hinduism taking part publicly in Hindu festivals ; e.g. the 
Mu^iammadan pakhalla (or water-carriers) of the Bombay Presidency, 
on Dasahra, the festival of the autumn equinox, deck with flowers 
the bullocks that carry their leathern water-bags, paint them yellow 
and green, and parade them through the streets along with the bullocks 
of the Hindus. In Bengal the low-caste Muhammadans r^ularly 
join in the DurgS, Pilja and buy new clothes for the festival like the 
Hindus. In parts of the Bombay Presidency there are Muhammadans 
who take part in all the Hindu festivals. The Meos consider Holi, the 
festival of the spring equinox, to be as important as any of the Muslim 
festivals, and celebrate also the Hindu festivals of .Tanamashtami, 
Dasahr& and Dlw&ll. 

B^des keeping Hindu festivals, some of the low-caste Muham- 
madans have transferred Hindu religious usages into the festivals of 
Islam. The thavdis of Northern India — a caste of masons and brick- 
layers— worship their tools at the Td al-fi^, making offerings of 
sweetmeats to them — ^herein imitating the observance of the Hindu 
craftsman who worships the implements of his toil at the Dasahrft 
festival. The characteristic feature of the SrSdaha, of offering to 
deceased ancestors cakes of flour, has been adopted by many of tHb 
Bengali Musalmans as an observance on the Shab-i-Barflt, the night 
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oa which Qod is believed to register the namm of all those who ‘are 
to be bom or die in the coming year. 

It noed hardly be said that the Muhammadans* who practise ^ese 
rites are profoundly ignorant of the tenets of their own religion. 
Sometimes the rite of cjjiroUmcision is the only ceremony of Islam that- 
they practise ; and there are even oases where their knowledge of 
religious doctrine does not even extend to the few words of the Muslim 
creed. Perhaps the lowest point of ignorance is reached by the 
Muha mm ada n peasantry of the Assam valley, some of whom ha^e 
never heard of Muhammad ; others regard him as a per8on^e*oorre- 
sponding in their system of religion to the ij^Ama or Lakshmapa of 
the Hindus ; while some of the better educated among them ^plain 
that Muhammad is their chief ptr, the minor saints being named 
Hoji (i.e. Qhoji (i.e. Auliya, and Ambiyft. 

These instances of the survival of Hindu religious usages amon^' 
tho Indian Muslims are but a few of those that have been recorded by 
observers, and no attempt hae been made in the present paper at 
a complete enumeration. I have also omitted all reference to local 
continuity of cult, where e.g. a mosque has replaced a Hindu temple 
or a Muslim saint has succeeded to a Hindu deity. 

The examples I have given are enough to show the„ remarkable 
persistence of Hindu tribal custom and religious beliefs and obser- 
vances in a religious system so entirely opposed to them as ^lam. 
The existence of such practices is an abiding sourde of scandal to the 
orthodox, and protests are not infrequent ; missions are often held 
by zealous mvllae who denounce such idolatrous practices. It should 
be noted that these practices are often confined to small groups of 
persons, and are mostly to be found in sections of the Muslim population 
that are little accessible to the influences of religious literature and 
the teachings of the learned, in country districts rather than in towns, 
among depressed sections of the population, the followers of mean 
callings and occupations that are held to be degrading. The social 
inferiority to which Hindu feeling condemns such persons tends to 
keep them untouched by many of the sentiments that animate the 
rest of the community. It is among corresponding sections of the 
Christian population of Europe that one naturally looks for surinvals 
of an earlier cult ; and it is owing to the study of Islam having been 
so long confined to written documents, that these divergences in, 
Muslim practice have only come to be studied in recent years. 
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BAHAISM: ITS ETHICAL AND SOCIAL 
TEACHINGS 

By Miss E. ROSENBERG. (Abstract) 

‘ "Ejblr Divine Manifestations are sent and manifested to train the 
sculs of* 'men in sue^ wise that the divine qualities may overcome 
Jhe 3mimal imperfections, and that the heavenly light may shine 
universally.’ 

These are the words of Abdul Baha, the eldest son of the great 
h founder of this faith, Baha u’llah, to whom was entrusted the charge 
of ejjtablishing and carrying on his father’s teaching. Baha u’llah 
in his writings puts forward the great claim to be a Universal IVfeni- 
festation of God— a universal teacher — appealing not more especially 
to the East than to the West, but equally to the whole world of man- 
kind ; ahd Bahaism possesses for us one unique point of interest 
in the fact that it is a great world-religion which has taken its rise 
in our qj^vn eta. This great movement w^as started in 1844, when the 
young Ali Mohammad, known as the Bab, first declared his mission 
to his countrymen in Persia ; and for a brief period of six years, 
w^ich ended with his martyrdom, devoted his life to teaching the true 
meaning of religion. With him started that movement of living 
reform, elaborated and completed by the teachings of Baha u’llah 
and his son Abdul Baha, of which we are now witnessing the effect 
in the wonderful awakening now taking place in that country. Had 
the inspiration of this religious movement been confined to the teaching 
of the Bab, it is quite possible that it would have effected merely a 
reformation within the religion of Islam. But the Bab’s teacliings 
and prophetic utterances were largely directed towards the preparation 
of the minds of his hearers for the advent of a far greater teacher than 
himself, who would shortly appear. These predictions were reaUzed 
in the declaration of his mission by Baha u’llah, nineteen years after 
the beginning of the movement inaugurated by the Bab. In his 
hands the teacliing became world- wide in its apjieal. At the present 
time nearly one-third of the people of Persia are followers of Bahaism, 
and in the United States of America its adlierents may be counted by 
thousands. At Chicago the site has been purchased, and the pre- 
liminary steps taken, for the erection of the firs^house of worship for 
the Bahais of America. This is not intended to be a church, as me 
understand it, but a place of meeting which will be used as a spiritual 
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and educational centre. Actually the first building ct tUs kind to be 
erected, is now being completed at Ishkabad in Russian Turkestan. 
In Europe there are groups of Baliais at Stuttgart, Paris, Lon<ion, 
Ac., Ac. Bahaism is also beginning to spread amongst the natives 
of India and Burmah, where its teachings are enthusiastically adopted 
by its adherents, as a means of establishing real unity and brotherhood 
amongst the numerous races and creeds of those countries. 

Most thinkers acknowledge this present time in which we are now 
living to be a period of great spiritual unrest, of deep searching after 
truth, and of intense desire for a restatement of the fundamental 
realities of religion, in terms harmonizing with ^he needs and aspira- 
tions of our particular age. Baha u’llah claims to have ans#ered> 
this need, and I wish to try to indicate as briefly as possible a few of the 
ways in which he has done this. 

Baha u’llah’s teaching is intensely practical. He says that no < 
lon|[er will mere words and talk about religion be accepted by the 
divine Assayer, but only true and righteous deeds. He has pointed 
out to his followers certain rules of conduct, certain ac*ts that they must 
do, if they wish to learn from him. He says that work of any kind 
done in a faithful spirit of service is accepted before God as an act of 
worship, and that the first duty of a man is rightly to ful^ liis part 
in the world and to the whole of society. Therefore it is enjoined up<m 
all Bahais that they must have a definite employment, that is, ai^ art, 
trade or profession of some kind, which they must practise for their 
own benefit and that of other men. Also, he teaches that one of 
greatest works a man or woman can do, is to bring up a family of 
rightly trained and educated children, fitted to carry on the upward 
evolution of the race. To this end he makes it obligatory on all his 
followers to provide the best possible education that can be obtained 
for their children, both boys and girls equally. In tliis connexion 
he uses these beautiful words ; * He that educateth a child shall be to 
me as if he educated my own son,’ and he enacts that special honour 
shall be rendered and a special provision shall be made for all teachers 
and educators. 

Baha u’llah strictly forbids mendicancy, but at the same time 
directs that the community of believers must provide work for"’ all 
who need it. 

The care of the sick and disabled not otherwise provided for, and 
for children and widows who are left without means of support, also 
falls upon the general community. The funds for these purposes are 
to be supplied by jj^oportionate contributions from all the Bahais 
and are to be admimstered by the elected councils called Houses of 
Jifetice. 

’ It is directed that each body or community of believers is to elcwt 
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a oouiu^il o^ed B6it>al>Adl or House of Justice, from among those 
of Jts members who are most respected for their upright life, good 
character, and intelligence. There is also to be established a General 
House of Justice for each nation, and besides this a Universal House 
of Justice, consisting of members elected to represent every nation, 
which will form a kind of permanent board of arbitration and con- 
ciliation to which all international disagreements and difficulties are 
tip be submitted, and whose decisions must be accepted by all Bahais 
as findl and authoritative. Baha u’llah enjoined that there should be 
no social class of priests, or clergy, set apart from the rest of the 
peo^e for the purpwe of teaching spiritual truths. This duty must 
Ibe undertaken by those who are pre-eminently fitted for it, by their 
character and learning ; they are to receive no payment or salary, 
but must earn their own support in the same way as the rest of the 
Bahais. Also the perfect civil and religious equality of women with 
men is asserted in the clearest possible manner. ^ 

He teaches his^ollowers that the first necessity for them is to labour 
to establish Universal Peace, to abolish war and to associate with 
men of every race and religion in the spirit of true brotherhood, love 
and sympathy, and to acknowledge all men as seekers of the One 
Truth. • 

• The greatest stress is laid upon this, and it may be considered as 
onef)f«the fundamental bases of his teacliing. 

All prophets and religious teachers of the past are to be acknow- 
ledged as from God ; but, as the circumstances of every age are 
different, therefore it becomes necessary that from time to time a new 
teacher or prophet should appear, who can re-forrnulate the truth of 
the One Religion in a way which suits the needs of that age or period. 

There are many other aspects of Baha u’llah’s writings which it 
would be most interesting to analyse, but I must confine myself to 
saying that his Spiritual teachings are of the widest and most universal 
character and are not confined merely to directions concerning conduct 
and morals. 

Baha u’llah’s mission lasted forty years, and during his lifetime he 
wrpte an immense number of short epistles, treatises, and books, 
some of them containing practical advice and directions, others of 
a purely mystical and spiritual nature ; several of these have already 
been translated into most European languages as well as English. 
Prom some of them I will quote a few passages, showing far better than 
any words of mine can do, the gist and scope of these writings. 

Religion is the greatest instrument for the ofder of the world and 
the tranquillity of all existing beings.’ ^ 

‘ Religion is the necessary connexion which emanates from' lhe 
* Prom The Words of Paradise, Baha u’llah. 
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reality of things ; and as the Universal Manifestations of ]prod are 
aware of the mysteries of beings, therefore they understand this 
essential, connexion, and by their knowledge establish the Law of 
God.’ 1 

‘ In every country or government where any of this community 
reside, they must behave towards that government with faithfulness, 
trustfulness, and truthfulness.’ ® ^ 

‘ Members of the House of Justice must promote “ The Most Great 
Peace ” in order that the world may be freed from onerous expenditure. 
This matter is obligatory and indispensable, for warfare and' conflict 
are the foundation of trouble and distress.’ ^ ^ ^ ) 

‘ Blessed is the prince who succours a captive, the rich one who 
favours the needy, the just man who assures the right of the wronged 
one from the oppressor, and the trustee who performs what he is^ 
commanded by the Pre-existent Commander.’ ^ 

‘/The light of men is justice, quench it not with the contrary winds 
of oppression and tyranny.’ ® o 

‘ Schools must first train the children in the principles of. religion . . . 
but this in such a measure that it may not injure the children by 
leading to fanaticism and bigotry.’ ® 

‘ Knowledge is like unto wings for the being of man, and is as a ladder 
for ascending. To acquire knowledge is incumbent upon alF, but of 
those sciences which may profit the people of the earth, and not^uch 
sciences as begin merely in words and end in mere words.’ ’ 

‘ The kings — may God assist them — or the counsellors of the world, 
must consult together, and appoint one of the existing languages, or 
a new language, and instruct the children therein in all the schools of 
the world, and the same must be done in respect to ^v^iting ® also. In 
such cases the earth will be as one (or united).’ ® 

‘ It is incumbent on every one of you to engage in some employment, 
such as arts, trades, and the like. We have made this, your occupation, 
identical with the worship of God, the True God.’ 

‘ Oh people of Baha ; ye are daysprings of love, and dawning places 
of the providence of God. Defile not the tongue with cursing or 
execrating any one, and guard your eyes against that which is not 
worthy. ... Be not the cause of sorrow, much less of sedition and 
strife. . . . Ye are all leaves of one tree and drops of one sea.’ 

^ From Some Answered Questions^ by Abdul Baha (publ. Kegan Paul). 

• From The Glad Tidings^ B. uli. 

• From The Tablet of the World, 

^ Jhom The Words of^aradiae^ B. uh. • Ibid. 

• Ibid. ** From The TajaUiyat, 

• l.e. the characters employed must be similar for all languages. 

• From The Glad Tidings, B. uh. Ibid. “ Ibid. 
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‘ Oh Ipiends, it is the wish of Abdul Baha that the Friends may 
establish general unity. . . . We are all servants of one threshold, 
waves of one sea, drops of one stream, and plants of one garden. . . . 
The beloved of God must be friendly even with strangers. Assemblies 
must be established for certain objects. For example, assemblies for 
teaching the truth, gatherings for the spreading of the Fragrance of 
God, ^^herings for the relief of orphans and for the protection of the 
p,por, aMemblies for the spread of learning, in a word there must be 
gatherihgs for matters which concern the well-being of man, such 
as tlfe organization of a society of commerce, of societies for the 
development of arts ^ industries, and societies for the expansion of 
Ifericulture. ... I hope all the Friends from the East and the West 
will rest in the same assembly and adorn one gathering, and appear 
with all heavenly attributes and virtues in the world of humanity.’ ^ 

* It would be possible to compile many books of similar sayings 
from the writings both of Baha u’llah and of his son Abdul Baha ; 
but I think I hav^quoted a sufficient number to show the very practical 
and helpful nature of these works, and also their universal application. 

1 much wish that some one more competent had been able to describe 
this great movement, but I can only crave your indulgence for this 
short account of Bahaism as it now exists. 
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’ THE STARTING-POINT OF THE RELIGIOUS 
MESSAGE OF AMOS 

By H. W. HOGG. (Abstract) 

The suggestion offered in this paper has a bearing on the whole 
situation out of which the Dloy ’*131, or Xoyia of Amos, sprang. It 
concerns directly, however, quite a small point, viz. — ^What is the 
rea^ meaning of the opening sentence of each of the series of oracles 
constituting the &st two chapters of the book in its present form ? 
The ambiguity lies in what follows the words ‘ For three transgressions 
and for four I will ’ (viz. «3’BV ikb). The tot word (N^) has com- 
monly been taken negatively (‘ not ’), but may plausibly be taken, 
as by Professor Haupt, positively (‘ assuredly ’). The second word 
is still more ambiguous. According as the firsl^ the second, or the 
third radical is regarded as ‘ weak ’, it may be rendered * leave in 
peace ’, ‘ allow^to dweU ’ (3'9^«), ‘ torn back ’ (S-^K), or ‘ make Oftp- 

an EpisOe of Abdvl Baha, addreeaed to Bdievera in Peraia, Jvly 4, 1906. 
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tive ’ The remaining ambiguity lies in the third ^ord, the 

prpnoun. What is it that is, or is not, .to be turned back t f Vai^ousi 
answers have been given. The object of this paper is to suggest 
a new one. , 

The suggestion arises naturally out of the general situaticm pe** 
supposed by the \oyta of Amos. His message is one of threat^ng : 
the armies of Assyria will ere long come and overwhelm t|^ land. 
Whatever be the correct text of Amos iii. 9 (‘ Ashdod ’ w * ifishur 
the book as a whole practically does not name the scourge^that is 
to punish Israel. The most natural explanation is that one df the 
burning questions of the hour was : What isr^yria going to db 7 
Will it, or will it not, come on southwards ? (a) The indications 
the book of a popular optimism suggest that the people would refuse 
to believe that under such a king as Jeroboam, or such a god as 
Yahwd, they could come to grief. Amos knew better : Assyria hacP 
re^vered. from its illness and gone forth to conquer, and Israel’s 
god would not intervene, for in Israel there was no soundness. When, 
therefore, the people said : Can it be that the Assyrian will come 
on and overwhelm us ? Amos’s answer is clear and decided : Yes, 
he will ; * For triple, nay, quadruple, iniquity ’ (conceived by Amos 
as practical revolt, nyK'Sh Yahwd, ‘ 1 will not turn Jiim back.’ 
(6) Any more thoughtful persons who might not share the popuhtr 
optimism would be perplexed to understand how their god^ Burned 
to be going to let them go down before this aw’ful world>conquering 
power. To such the answer of Amos was : Yes, om’ god is not turning 
the Assyrian back, because of our triple, nay, quadruple, rebellious 
iniquity. - • ♦. 

The naturalness ..of the translation suggested appears from the 
recurrence of the verb in this sense in the Sennacherib narratives : 
2 Kings xix. 7, ‘ Behold,’ lAys Yahwh, shall constrain him] and 
he will turn back to his own land ’ ; in the Song of Derision 

in the other account* 2 Kings xix. 28, shall turn thee back by the 
way by which thou earnest.’ • * I ’ « - 

The following objections may be urged : (1) The suggestion implies 
a date later by several years than most scholars think probable.^ It 
has always seemed unnatural, however, to hold that Amos came 
forward with his message, in the form in which he gave it, at the 
time when Assyria was at its very weakest. (2) The suggestion 
makes Amos attribute to Yahwd power over the Assyritm. What 
Amos says, however, is that Yahwd will noi interfere ; and in any 
case, in Pognem’s recently published Aramaic inscription from North 
Syria, Baal-shamain actually helped Zakir of Hamath and La'ash. 
(3) The suggestion seems to imply the present order of parts in Amos. 
In fact, however, it does not. There was {srobably a real connexjpn 
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between Atmos’s pero^tion of the Aasyrian danger and his attack 
^on the of his time ; but the oracles introduced by the formula 
imder consideration need not stand first. (4) It may be urged that, 
«Ten if it be admitted that Amos’s hearers were well aware of the 
'Aswrian danger, it is awkward to suppose that Amos referred to 
the'^nemy simply as ‘ him We do not know, however, what may 
have pKMseded the passage ; and, in any case, is there any other 
renderii^ that is more satisfactory ? The most attractive of those 
put foerWard is : I will assuredly punish him — that is, Israel, or 
DamAcug, or whatever the state named in the clause (so Haupt, 
Lit.’Zeit., Jmie, 1907, col. 306 f. ; W. Staerk, AuagewM/te 
Texte, Heft 2, 1908). That is the most obvious interpreta- 
tion of the pronoun, and the rendering ‘ punish * for the verb seems, 
in the light of Haupt’s remarks, possible; but ‘turn back* is cer- 
tainly more obvious. The suggestion offered in the paper, therefore, 
merits consideration. 
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